
 

We celebrated the end of 2015 at our Christmas break up party with Kathy 

Duff as our special guest. 

 

John and David cooked up a storm with a very enjoyable meal.  We cooked 

the meat left over from our BBQ fund raisers throughout the year.  John is 

doing a great job with organising these functions and it appears as if he is 

enjoying every minute. I speak for all of us and thank you John and your 
group of merry men that help you. 

 

We had free Brewster made coffee, thanks to Alan and his grandson Tris-

ton from Mon-Dee Coffee to Go. Triston won the lucky door prize, a love-

ly meat tray. 

 

The gathering was a happy occasion and all who attended enjoyed each oth-

er’s company as we reflected on what our shed has achieved over the last 

year. 

 

Looking forward to 2016 we have big ideas and huge projects that seem just 

about impossible. I have been amazed at what you have done last year, so 

why should I be surprised about the projects you are about to tackle this 

year?  
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Our man, David Mollenhauer made us proud. His 

awards included: 
 
1. Local achiever in Murgon from the South Burnett.  

2. Certificate for local Achiever in Murgon, also from 

the South Burnett.  

3. Outstanding Contributions in Murgon.  

4. The Murgon Achievers award. 
 
David has fully deserved these awards and can hold 

his head very high. 
 
We are claiming him as ours, but David not only 

works very hard for the Men’s Shed, but also for 

his Church and the Shed Men, as well as the com-

munity work he carries out modestly. 

Congratulations David.  
 

The Shed itself received an award for The Commu-

nity Organisation of the year; we can all be very 

proud of what we have achieved, as a combined 

effort in getting this award.  

 

 

The Eyes Have It! 

As I travel farm to farm, the canine welcoming 

committee is generally my first greeting and I cer-

tainly don’t need to second guess whether or not it 

is safe to get out of car if a dog is chewing the tread 

off the car tyres.  Seriously, as I quickly assess a 

dog’s temperament by its eyes, there are some 

dogs that instantly earn my respect and then there 

are others that I can confidently ignore.  With a 

quick glance at a pair of eyes, we instinctively  

recognize the nature of an animal’s temperament,  

irrespective of what we may or may not have been  

told. 

 

 

 
So it is with people.  The eyes are 

indeed the windows of the soul. 
 
Being conscious of this phenomena, it is no surprise 

to me therefore why I can be so comfortable with 

some people (mostly) and somewhat guarded with 

other folk.  The bigger question however is; ‘What 

temperament do other folk instinctively recognise 

in my eyes?’ A thought to ponder, what? 

                                           Awards 

Incorporation 

 

Graham House is no longer our Auspice Body.  

We are now officially incorporated. You will note the new letter head 

where Graham House has been removed and Inc. has been included. 

Mark Wall (Chaplain) 

Straight to the Point 

“Yesterday is 

history. 

Tomorrow is a 

mystery. 

Today is a 

gift.  

That’s why it’s 

called the 

present.” 



On 30 January 2016 the Murgon Men’s Shed hosted the 31st meeting of the Barambah Shed Men.  

 

Glen Von Hoff was MC for the meeting. First of all he called upon the MMS to welcome everyone to our 

Award winning Shed. Then He called on David to speak, David told how he fitted the wheels of Percy’s 

one horse Dray, next was Terry who spoke on projects completed and coming up. 

 

John spoke on his favourite leather work, Nev told how the windmill will be up and running shortly, as 

you know the gear box on the first was cactus and finally, he has found a better one, later model and in 

great condition. 

 

Mark Wall as Chaplin summed up the year and said this shed is headed in the right direction and pulling 

together with the right balance of socialising as well as keeping moral high and projects moving. 

 

I would like to comment that four of those speakers paid respect to our past member John Pollard and 

how he touched everyone no matter how long he had known them. 

It was so pleasing to see our speakers getting up and speaking confidently, passionately and with convic-

tion. 

 

The Guest speaker for the night was John Teunis who kept everyone’s interest right to the end. 

Everyone had a great night even with a little rain around the edges. 

Glen was very pleased with the night. 
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SHED MEN MEETING 

On 30 January 2016, Murgon Men’s Shed hosted the 

31st meeting of the Barambah Shed Men.  

 

Glen Von Hoff was MC for the meeting.  First, he 

called upon the MMS to welcome everyone to our 

Award Winning Shed.  After which, he called upon 

David Mollenhauer to speak.  David explained how 

he had fitted the wheels of Percy’s one horse Dray. 

Next to talk was Terry Lear, who spoke on projects 

completed and happening soon. 

 

John Crawford's speech was on his favourite leather 

work.  Nev Dennien told how the windmill will be 

up and running shortly, as you know the gear box 

on the first was cactus.  He has now found a better 

one, a later model and in great condition. 

 

Mark Wall as Chaplin, summed up the year and said 

“This shed is headed in the right direction and pull-

ing together with the right balance of socialising, as 

well as keeping moral high and projects moving”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to comment that four of those speakers 

paid respect to our past member John Pollard and 

how he touched everyone no matter how long he 

had known them. 

 

It was so pleasing to see our speakers getting up 

and speaking confidently, passionately and with con-

viction. 

 

The Guest speaker for the night was John Teunis 

who kept everyone’s interest right to the end. 

Everyone had a great night even with a little rain 

around the edges.  Glen was very pleased with the 

night. 

 

 



The wheels on the German wagon 

were fully restored when we picked 

up the pieces of wooden parts and 

reconstructed them to the pride and 

joy of our shed. This wagon has been 

on display at the Dairy Museum for 
Heritage day, and will be in the pa-

rade for the Kilkivan Great Horse 

ride later this year. 

 

We have a one horse dray nearing 

completion and this one came with 

hubs and the steel tyres but only one 

or two spokes. This means that the 

whole wheel had to be constructed. 

 

The spokes had to be cut to the cor-

rect length, shaped and installed into 

hub one end and the felloes the other 

end and prepared to accept the tyre.  

 

The tyre had to be heated to expand 

past the outside edge, placed into 

position then cooled down so as to 

shrink over the felloes and fit tightly 

to hold the whole wheel together. 

 

Sounds complicated, looks complicat-

ed, and is complicated. The men from 

“the good old days” didn’t have a 
thermometer to check the heat of 

the tyre they had in the fire.  They 

used a stick to slide along the steel 

checking all the time. When the stick, 

called a greasy stick, slid along the 

steel this meant the steel tyre was 

heated to the right temperature. 

 

With little knowledge and a lot of 

willpower and the help of a Wheel 

Right book, look what these dedicat-

ed men have done. No need to say 

this but David was the driving force. 

 

Why should I worry about the im-

possible? That just takes a little long-

er. 

WAGON WHEELS 

“You’ve got to 

take the good 

with the bad, 

smile with the 

sad,  

love what 

you’ve got  

and remember 

what you had.  

Always forgive, 

but never 

forget.   

Learn from 

mistakes, but 

never regret.” 
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The insides of the old corn cobber is  

being cleaned up by Mick Kapernick. 

 

Mick is getting close to 90 and he is 

very involved with restoring old ma-

chinery. He probably worked with 
most of the machinery we are re-

storing.  

 

Mick told me he loves coming to the 

shed, he said “coming here has 

shaved years off my age, I feel much 

younger” Good on you Mick. 

THE CORN COBBER 

A FUNNY THING HAPPENED TO ME AT THE SHED  
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Contact Information                             Shed Times 

Address:  PO Box 365 

  Murgon Qld 4605 

Email: murgonmenshed@gmail.com 

 

President Paul Pfeffer 

Phone:  0428 635 636 

Email: pfeffer.paul53@gmail.com 

 

Secretary Terry Lear 

Phone:  0429 331 154 

Email: learrt@bigpond.com  

 

Hours: 8 am to 1:30 pm 

 

Days: Wednesday and Saturday 
 

ALL MEETINGS 

EVERY 3RD 

WED OF THE 

MONTH 

 AFTER SMOKO 

10AM 

It was just a normal Wednesday morning at the shed, there were men sitting around the leatherworking table, 

chinwagging and another group looking at the gardens, probably solving some other very important problem. 

There were men all over the wagons, probably working out what today’s plan of attack will be. 
It was about 9.30 and the place is a hive of activity when a vehicle drove in right up to the Muster Room door. 

A young lady alighted from the passenger’s side door and hurriedly walked up the steps only to be met at the 

top step by the ever watching, John Armstrong. 
This Lady asked John if she could buy a train ticket to Cairns NQ. The quick thinking John said “look, I’m so 

sorry Lady but the last train has left and you will have to go to Gympie to purchase the ticket”. 
In all fairness this lady may have thought the station was operational even with no train tracks. I did however 

find this quite amusing. 
The Line was extended from Goomeri to Murgon in 1912 and the official closure was 2012 with the line being 

completely removed shortly after that, however the last working train to officially use the line was 1997, ac-

cording to my investigations. 

There was a tourist steam train that visited the Pumpkin Festival and ran a trip down memory lane to Murgon 

in 2006. 

Safety works 
 

 

 

 

 

 

When people work  

together 
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