
 

The last two months have been full on. 
 

 We had four men including myself on Thursday 3 November do kitchen duties for dinner at the Murgon 

Music Muster. Thanks to you, everything went smoothly.  It was very busy, but we had fun doing it and 

met some very interesting people. 

 

 David has been on the hustings again and has picked up a McCormick Farm-All tractor and a 32.volt gen-

erator which was donated to the shed by John Watson from Avondale. 
 

 We have also had a German Wagon donated with three inch wheels by Glen and Julie Cunningham for 

restoration.  Nev and Dave were able to reschedule their time and pick it up. 

 

 On Saturday 26 November, James, Greg and Rudy made a start on the restoration of one of the rail car-

riages. 

 

 Dave took the Dray and Buck Board and John took the German Wagon to Kingaroy Country Fair.  Spike 

Butler was able to take his horse and sulky for rides. Thanks Spike for offering it to the Fair. 

 
Our membership is growing with three new members joining the shed in the past two months. We welcome 

Spike Butler, Willie Moses and Denis Kember.  Hope you enjoy working around the shed.  This brings our 

membership up to fifty four. 
 

The grants people have been kind to us. The Shed has been allocated $4,699 for security fencing and $5,000 for 

tools and equipment from Australian Men Shed Association (AMSA).  We also have $1,500 from South Burnett 
Regional Council (SBRC) so we can start work on the rail carriages. 

 

A big thank you to Glen, as always, for his endless work on submitting grants and getting the almighty dollar for 

MMS.  Our Christmas BBQ lunch is on Wednesday 21st Dec, I hope to see you all there.   

The Shed will be closed between Christmas and New Year, back on 4th January 2017. 
 

To all the men at the shed I wish you a 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR for 2017 
Safe travels if you are on the road 

 
From Pres, 

JIM 
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Keith and Alex horsing 

around with a 100 year 

old rocking horse.  Will 

look great when it’s  

finished. 

Nev our Vice President 

presented a  

Certificate of Appreciation 

to Freemoores Sawmill for 

their contribution of 

twelve sleepers for the 

carriages to sit safely on 

the tracks. 

“Peace on earth, good will toward men? 

“There’s an app for that!” 



 

 
The men were very eager to show the 

women all the projects they were 

working on.  
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Kingaroy Country Fair 

 

  
 

Ticket to Ride 

Murgon Men’s Shed Inc  

The Kingaroy Country Fair was a great success.  The sheds display was set up by Dave, John and 

Spike.  Dave and John were also able to bring the Dray, Buck board and the German wagon to put 

on show.  While Spike, who is a new member brought his horse and sulky to the fair to take peo-

ple for rides.  Everyone at the fair had a great time and said “They would be back again next year”.  

 

Murgon Men’s Shed Community Railway 
   FIRST CLASS TRAVEL 

NOTE: SERVICE TERMINATES AT END OF TRACK 
Catering: Biscuits/Cake Tea or Coffee  

Don’t forget to share your experience with fellow travellers  
Signed: The Commissioner of Grey Nomad Services  

C. Lotswileucan 
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Rudy and Greg  James working on passenger carriage 

Alan supervising Greg   



  

 

NEW MEMBERS 
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Patel Dipek 

Bill Silburn 

Since our last newsletter three new members have joined our shed 

 

 Spike butler 

 Willie Moses 

 Denis Kember 

 

Spike is a man of many talents.  He loves being outdoors working on the 

farm and has a magic touch with horses.  

 

 

 

 

        Willie equally loves the outdoors and is a  

        Pastor in Cherbourg.  

 

      

 

 

 

Denis is a jack of all trades, he is a great man to 

have around the house when something needs to 

be done or fixed.   
 

 

 

 

                             WELCOME   

 

Willie Moses 

Denis Kember 

Spike Butler 

  



  

 

BENDING TIMBER TO BUILD A SULKY WHEEL 

Sulky wheels are built lighter than wagon wheels for higher speed.  One of the differences is the fel-

loes, (outer circles of wood).  The felloes on wagon wheels are cut out of heavy wood on a band 

saw, six of those pieces make up the circle on a twelve spoke wheel.  Where Sulky wheels have two 

pieces of wood bent to make the circle. 

 

Spotted gum is a good timber to bend as the wood fibres are much longer than in other timbers.  

All these fibres are held together with a substance called lignin.  To bend the wood, it must be plas-

ticized by decreasing the strength of the lignin with steam.  Kiln-dried and dried out timber can’t be 

bent as the lignin has been permanently set.   

 

We need to get freshly cut timber direct from a sawmill with ideal moisture of twenty five percent.  

Timber too wet will crumble on the inside of the bend and if it is too dry, failure will occur on the 

outside. 

 

Jarrod Pershouse from Boundary Creek Timber and Transport in Gin Gin gave us the timber for 

the sulky wheels and Pat Donahue gave a big piece of pipe to use as a steam box. 

 

Once the timber has been steamed the wood is bent around a form or jig that is smaller than the 

circle of the wheel.  Then after being clamped for some time to dry, the wood is removed from the 

form and it will spring back to a bigger circle, roughly the size you want.  The felloes can then be 

drilled to fit onto the spokes.  You can then assemble the wheel. 

 

The tyre or steel rim is measured and made smaller than the wheel.  The metal is heated in a fire to 

expand the metal, then dropped over the felloes; then cooled with water which shrinks the tyre 

onto the wheel and makes a very tight wheel to hold everything very tightly together. 
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Pat, Nev and Keith  
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MURGON CHRISTMAS FAIR 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
It was a fantastic night, our efforts at the Fair raised us approximately $1,400.  Many thanks to all 
those who contributed in any way and a special thanks to John Armstrong for organising and doing  
the ordering for the night.  Also a big thanks to all the blokes for their time in the tent we had a busy 
night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Santa arrives in style in the wagon pulled by Dave driving the 
Fiat  Tractor 



  

 

 

Minister for Health and Aged Care Minister for Sport 

THE HON SUSSAN LEY MP MEDIA RELEASE 

14 November 2016 

 

Men's Sheds Support Men's Health Across Australia 

The Turnbull Government is investing in the promotion and support of men’s health and wellbeing through today’s  

announcement of funding towards nearly 100 Men’s Sheds across the country. 

 

Minister for Health and Aged Care, Sussan Ley today announced that 93 community Men’s Sheds across Australia 

will share in $400, 000 in national funding. 

 

Minister Ley said the Men’s Shed programme was going from strength to strength and is providing support to Aus-

tralian men in a way they feel comfortable with. 

 

“Men’s Sheds are a popular way for men to connect with their community—whether it’s through a building project, a 

first aid workshop or a transition to retirement seminar,” Minister Ley said. 

 

“In Men’s Sheds across the country there are any number of activities for men to take part in, which in turn, provides 

that important sense of belonging to a community, particularly for older men and men living in rural and remote ar-

eas. 

 

“Men’s Sheds are an important part of many Australian communities. They keep men active, contributing to their 

mental health and physical wellbeing.” 

 

Men’s Shed grants support the purchase of tools, equipment, community projects, training, building maintenance 

and development, and health improvement activities. 

 

The Australian Government has provided $5.1 million (from 2016-17 to 2018-19) to the Australian Men’s Sheds As-

sociation (AMSA) to provide support and resources to new and existing Men’s Sheds and to manage the National 

Shed Development Programme. 

 

Grants are competitive with priority given to sheds in disadvantaged areas. Further rounds of funding will be avail-

able for Men’s Sheds and details can be found at 

http://www.mensshed.org.  
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http://login.visionscapedirect.com.au/t/i-l-kujupd-bthkryddj-j/


 Our Christmas Party will be on the 21Dec.  There will be a BBQ and raffle from 10 am onwards 

 Back in full swing after Christmas on the 4 January. 

 Garage Sale coming early next year.  Will keep you posted 

 The bus trip to Woodgate Men’s Shed is scheduled for next year 

  

Date Claimer: 
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Contact Information                             Shed Times 

Address:  PO Box 365 

  Murgon Qld 4605 

Email: murgonmenshed@gmail.com 

 

President Jim Rook 

Phone:  0491 482 810 

Email: lrook7@dodo.com.au 

 

Secretary Terry Lear 

Phone:  0429 331 154 

Email: learrt@bigpond.com  

 

 

Wednesday: 8am to 3:30pm 

Saturday:      8am to 12pm 

Please Note:  

All members and visitors must sign in  

on arrival.  Due to workplace health 

and safety. 

 

COMMITTEE 

MEETINGS 

 

EVERY THIRD 

WED 10 AM 

AFTER SMOKO 

     Christmas Word search 

 

 

BELLS 
CANDLES 
CANDYCANE 
CARDS 
CELEBRATE 
CHIMNEY 
CHRISTMAS 
 

RUDOLPH 
SANTA 
SEASON 
SLEIGH 
STOCKING 
TREE 
WREATH 
 

ELVES 
FROSTY 
GIFT 
GIVING 
GREETINGS 
HOLIDAY 
JOLLY 
 

JOY 
MERRY 
MISTLETOE 
NOEL 
NORTHPOLE 
REINDEER 
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