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MURGON’S 
CHRISTMAS FAIR

Once again the members of the Murgon Business & Development Association 
are busy planning and organising the 2013 Murgon Christmas Fair. This, our 20th 
Fair and will be held on Friday 13th December from 5.45pm until 9.30pm in Lamb 
Street.

The Christmas Fair has become one of the highlights in Murgon’s social calendar 
for the young and old alike. The Fair has been a resounding success each year since 
its beginnings in 1993, due largely to the unwavering support of the Murgon Business 
Community.

The purpose of the event is, and has always been, to offer families a low cost, fun 
filled evening for all to enjoy. 

This event is a way for the Business Community of Murgon to say thank you to all 
those that have supported them throughout the year. Continued page 

Produced in association with the Murgon Business & Development Association Inc.
118 Lamb Street, Murgon 4605. P.O. Box 166, Phone (07) 41681066, Fax (07) 41681947, 

E-Mail Editor: lgeraghty@datawave.net.au 
MURGON at the foothills of Boat Mountain, in the heart of the Burnett Valley, part of the great South Burnett.

MURGON
MOMENTS

Carpet, Vinyl, Tiles, Rugs, and Blinds
Stock - on - hand

Blinds made to measure
Large Range of up-to date samples

GREAT PRICES for you
EXPERIENCED, PROMPT AND RELIABLE

   
Cnr Lamb & Macalister Sts, Murgon   Ph: 4168 1101

Free quotes all surroundingareas
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SOUTH BURNETT TOURISM - A UNITED APPROACH
 

South Burnett Regional Council, tourism operators and organisations have met to formalise a tourism plan for the 
region. 

Mayor Wayne Kratzmann opened the forum stating, “Today is a day of action. The goal is to leave here with a clear 
and united direction for the South Burnett. We need to work together to do the best for tourism in the South Burnett.” 

The Tourism Forum is part of the Tourism Project. This is an initiative of South Burnett Directions’. The forum was 
facilitated by James Corvan, who has spent 24 years in Regional and State tourism bodies developing and marketing 
destinations. 

Mayor Kratzmann said “The day went exceptionally well, thanks to James’ facilitation and the willingness of 
attendees to participate. We were very lucky to also have Shane O’Reilly, from O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat as our 
guest speaker. He certainly set the day up to be one of positivity and progress.” 

“The day was designed to develop a Tourism Strategy for the South Burnett. It is essential that we do this in 

conjunction with our Regional Tourism Organisation. It was important that the 
Chief Executive Officer of Southern Queensland Country Tourism, Mary-Clare 
Power was heavily involved,” said Mayor Kratzmann. 

“We need to make sure we have a broader profile and when the Regional 
Tourism Organisation allocates funds the South Burnett needs to be front and 
centre when that money ends up being allocated,” he said. 

Mayor Kratzmann took the opportunity to thank tourism operators and the 
leaders of not-for-profit tourism organisations for the work that they do. 

“You give your time to attend these meetings while you are trying to run your 
own business and we thank you for your investment in this process. We have 
so many great events and some amazing people who volunteer to make sure 
these events are successful,” Mayor Kratzmann said. 

“The forum was not about what Council wants. It was about what our 
operators want to do and what a united group can achieve,” said Mayor 
Kratzmann. 

“State government wants to make a change to tourism in this region. They 
are clearly saying you bring to us a joint regional proposal and we will back it. If 
you bring a fractured proposal then it is unlikely to get support,” he said.

The full list and the short list of priorities will be identified and emailed to 
all who attended,” Others wanting a copy can contact Economic Development 
Officer, Kimberley Dove on 07 4189 9174. 

The key priorities identified on the day were – • 
The establishment of a South Burnett event database and utilising the 

Australian Tourism Data Warehouse. 
• The development of customer service awards and an ambassador program 

for the region. 
• The importance of working as a region and not as individual towns. 

2013

FAST & PROMPT
SERVICE

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS
BOOKINGS WELCOME
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January 18th: Rocky Horror Picture Show
Tours 2014: Cook Island & Canberra 
Floriade Flower Show & South Australia. 
In conjunction with Trade Travel Lic No 
TAG 1170

LIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE

In early June 2013 the Lions clubs of Central 
Queensland decided that the drought that is affecting 
West and North West Queensland was having a serious 
negative effect on the people in these remote arrears. It 
was decided to run a Christmas in July support program. 

With the aid of the local mail delivery drivers, the 
Boulia Shire Council, Elders stock agents Winton and the Anglican Church 
in Winton presents consisting of non-perishable food and cheer up packs for 
the ladies and children were delivered together with cash vouchers for food 
redeemed from the local privately owned stores in the area. The money and 
Food raised was mainly from the Lions Clubs in our District as well as from 
the community and was delivered to the remote families in time for Christmas 
in July. The feedback Lions have received highlights the isolation and sense 
of loneliness these people are feeling. There will also be another run in time 
for Christmas in December.

If you are interested in volunteering, leading projects, net working and 
having fun you can do all of this and more as a Lions Club member. As a Lion 
you will perform local volunteer work to improve your community and other 
communities in Australia and around the world.

Lions Clubs are looking for community minded people, who like to make a 
difference, in the local and wider community, and are willing to give a little of 
their time.

One more member gives us two more hands to do service in our 
community, at home and internationally..

Contact a Lions Club near you or look up – www.lionsclubs.org.au.  
Locally, there are clubs in Goomeri, Murgon, Proston and Wondai.

GRAIN CROPS IS AN AUSSIE ASSET!
Bull is not only a Bovine male, it’s colloquial for idle gossip and if you take 

the ‘y’ out of You and add it to ‘bull’ you get ‘bully’.  The sale of Grain Crops to 
the Yanks is a current subject of Aussie agriculture and Treasurer Joe Hockey 
states he won’t be bullied by opponents to the sale.

It’s a good opportunity to take the bull out of bully and look at Australia as 
an agricultural enterprising entity.  The United States is a primary producer 
and owning a principal economic entity in a competitive country is a business 
bonus.

The farming factor is fundamental to Australian Agriculture and the Food 
Bowl is an Asian adventure.  China is an Asian customer and the Food 
Bowl is an Australian objective.  Control of Food in Australia is domestic 
domination.

Grain Crops is an Aussie Asset!

Qld Lic No 76177 PTY LTD

TABLELAND 
PUBLIC HALL 

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Tableland Public Hall together 

with the Tableland Rural 
Fire Brigade which included 

Members, Past Members, the 
Monthly Dance Group and 

Friends, held their Christmas 
break up at the Hall on the 

7th December. 
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TANSEY SURVIVES AUSTRALIA DAY FLOODS TO CELEBRATE 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
When Boonara Creek, tributary of the Burnett River, flooded 

in January due to Cyclone Oswald it entered the Tansey Bowls 
Clubhouse for the first time since 1955 / 56. January’s floods were 
record known floods in the area. However, club members and local 
community members worked together to have the green ‘back on 
its feet’ within a few weeks. The clubhouse has taken longer to ‘fix’ 
as flooring, walls, cupboards and air conditioning had to either be 
repaired or replaced.  

Tansey, a small club in a rural area north of Goomeri in the 
South Burnett, had survived to celebrate its 60th anniversary on 

the weekend of the 19th and 20th October. The conception of a Bowls Club at Tansey was instigated by Mr Les 
McKewen and Mr Ron Stanton as the bowling times at the Goomeri Club (of which there were a number of players 

Neil Smith
Picture Framer

Murgon

from the Tansey area) did not suit the farming responsibilities of these men. 
The playing times infringed on their time for milking cows as many were 
dairy farmers. Mr McKewen 
and Mr Stanton visited Binjour 
Club (previously Mr McKewen 
was a member at Binjour) to 
gain support, advice and ideas. 
Interest in the new club was 
founded and “Tansey Bowling 
Club” was formed in 1953. 
Executives were President: Mr 
Jack Rogash Secretary: Mr Ian Stanton Treasurer: Mr Arthur Owens.  

To raise funds, debentures were sold at £10 each. Thirty nine persons 
accepted this venture and raised a total of £480. Debenture holders would 
be repaid at a later date with interest. The green at Tansey has had an 
excellent reputation considering most of the work over the years has 

been done by voluntary 
“unqualified” greenkeepers. 
The anniversary celebrations 
included a ‘Back to Tansey’ 
Day on Saturday 19th 
October with no organised 
bowls occurring. The day 
was about former and 
present residents gathering 
to share experiences and 

memories. A Open Mixed Fours Carnival was conducted on Sunday 20th 
October comprising 3 games x 15 ends. 

HEALTH & SAFETY AND EQUALITY 
CONSIDERATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS SONGS

Jingle Bells
Dashing through the snow, In a one horse open sleigh, O’er the fields we 

go, Laughing all the way.
A risk assessment must be submitted before an open sleigh is considered 

safe for members of the public to travel on. The risk assessment must also 
consider whether it is appropriate to use only one horse for such a venture, 
particularly if passengers are of larger proportions.  Please note, permission 
must be gained from landowners before entering their fields.  To avoid 
offending those not participating in celebrations, we would request that 
laughter is moderate only and not loud enough to be considered a noise 
nuisance.
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MURGON Real Estate
  4168 2922 Your Local Agent

MURGON Real Estate
Phone 4168 2922       106 Lamb Street, Murgon

View our homes and properties on the web
murgonrealestate.com.au

and realestate.com.au
email - murgon@bigpond.net.au REIQ

ACCREDITED AG
EN

CY

STORAGE FACILITIES AVAILABLE FOR RENT IN BOTH MURGON AND WONDAI.
FROM $20 PER WEEK PLUS GST.
RENTALS AVAILABLE - MURGON, WONDAI, GOOMERI, AND SURROUNDS FROM $150 PWK

42 Acres.  Large dam plus stock water dams. Old hay shed plus lean-too 
sheds. Bitumen road frontage. Merlwood water allocation. 10 Minutes from 
Murgon.  Power and phone to property. Large concreted floor building 
divided into several rooms. $115,000 negotiable.

PPeesstt OOppttiioonnss SSPPOOTTOONN

Asset Maintenance 
Services

Pest Management 
Services 

Heather Stanton             John Stanton 
0408 684630           0429 684630 

Home Ph: 41684630 

Carpet     &     Pest
   Cleaning          Control

Australian Carpet 
Cleaning Institute

ACCI

MURGON
Enjoy our world-class scenic views from 

the many natural parks on Boat Mountain.

NOSTALGIA
I remember the cheese of my childhood,

And the bread we cut with a knife.
When the children helped with the housework,

And the men went to work, not the wife...
The cheese never needed an ice chest,
And the bread was so crusty and HOT.

The children were seldom unhappy,
And the wife was content with her lot.

I remember the milk from the billy,
With the yummy rich cream on top,
Our dinner came hot from the oven

And not from a fridge in a shop.
The kids were a lot more contented,
They didn’t need money for kicks.

I remember the shop on the corner,
When the pen’ worth of lollies were sold.

Do you think I’m a bit too nostalgic?
Or is it ... I’m just getting old?

I remember when the loo was a dunny
And the pan man came in the night.

It wasn’t the least bit funny
Going out the back with no light.

The interesting items we perused,
From the newspaper cut into squares

And hung from a peg in the outhouse –
It took little then to keep us amused.

The clothes were boiled in the copper,
With plenty of rich creamy suds,

And the ironing seemed never ending,
As Mum pressed everyone’s duds.

I remember the slap on the backside,
And the taste of the soap if I swore

Anorexia and diets weren’t heard of,
And we hadn’t much choice what we wore.

Do you think that bruised our ego?
Or our initiative was quite destroyed?

We ate what was put on the table,
And I think our life was enjoyed

Grab your piece of the Good Life. Nestling at the foot hills of Boat Mountain 
5 small acreage allotments approximately 2.5 acres up to 8 acres. Here 
the acreage living is still alive and very affordable. All blocks have gated 
driveways, power and phone. Town water is also available by separate 
application to Council. Space, privacy and country living with all of 
Murgon’s town amenities still in easy reach.   From $115,000

email - murgonre@bigpond.net.au

Reduced to $205,000.  Renovated 4 bedroom home includes a new kitchen, 
bathroom, new floorcoverings and paintwork inside. Built in robes in all bedrooms,  
Spacious lounge dining with air conditioner.  Rumpus/family. Fully privacy fenced.
Children friendly yards. Garage and carport. Motivated sellers.

Irrigation Farm with Modern 4 bedroom home. 538 acres. 125 acres irrigation.26 
Paddocks set up for cell grazing. 64 meg water allocation plus 2 bores. 6 bay 
machinery shed,workshop, garage carport. Steel yards with crush B Double friendly 
ramp. List of machinery to be included in the sale available.  
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MURGON RSL ANNUAL REUNION
Trevor Williamson was the Chairman of the 94th Murgon RSL Reunion Dinner on Saturday 9th November 2013 

and Jim Kingston, President of the Murgon RSL Sub-Branch was appreciative of a very convivial Reunion.
Deputy Mayor of the South Burnett Regional Council, Councillor Keith Campbell proposed the Toast to the 

RSL. Whilst Neil Burrows, President of the Wide Bay and District RSL, and awardee of a Meritorous Service Medal 
for 30years plus service responded to the Toast to the RSL. Neil commented that it was the job of the RSL to help 
veterans and our youth today and especially those returning now from Afganistan and Somali.

 Member for Wide Bay and Deputy Prime Minister, Warren Truss, reiterated Councillor Keith Campbell’s comments 
and congratulated the RSL being able to keep this rememberance going. Warren also spoke of his Great Uncle, who 
was killed in World War One and buried in a small village “Villers Bretonneux” on the fringe of the Somme in France and 
his recent visit to the grave and the way the people of Villers Bretonneux will never forget the Australians. Warren said 
Australia had lost more than half the soldiers that were lost in France in both the First World War and World War 2 and 
Warren’s Great Uncle, who owned farming property at Kumbia, was killed in 1915. The Truss ownership has continued in 
Kumbia for five generations and Warren was a participant in primary production.

Guest Speaker was Manageress of Southern Cross Care Murgon “Castra” Nina Vonhoff who shared some of her 
most interesting stories about her life in England and Holland and how she worked for the United Nations and also as an 
Air Hostess before coming to Australia with her husband. 

Murgon Services Memorial Club, which is the headquarters of the RSL at Murgon and the site of the annual dinner 
is a tribute to local servicemen.The inaugural RSL Dinner was held on Wednesday 21st May 1919 in the Murgon School 
of Arts when the Menu was Tomato Soup, Roast Beef, Roast Mutton, Roast Turkey, Roast Duck, Roast Chicken, Roast 
Fowl, and Boiled Ham with vegetables in season.  Sweets were Plum Pudding, Caramel Pudding, Jellies and Custard, 
Fruit Salad. Victory was appetising! 

In an era of Booze, Brawls, Drugs and Bikies, it’s significant to reflect on an era of civilisation that was the criterion of 
the allied forces.  Six years to go to end a century of concern.

 “How come I don’t see you except at Christmas and Easter?

A friend was in front of me coming out of church one day, and 
the preacher was standing at the door, as he always is, to 
shake hands.
He grabbed my friend by the hand and pulled him aside.  
Pastor said, “You need to join the Army of the Lord!”
My friend said, “I’m already in the Army of the Lord, Pastor.”
Pastor questioned, “How come I don’t see you except at 
Christmas and Easter?
He whispered back, “I’m in the Secret Service.”
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SEAFOOD BUFFET
Saturday Seafood Dec 14th @ 6.30pm (BYO)

BOOKINGS FOR CHRISTMAS FUNCTIONS TAKEN NOW

DO YOU LIKE TO READ A GOOD MURDER MYSTERY?
Not even “Midsomer Murders” would attempt to capture this mess. This is 

an Unbelievable twist of fate!!!!
At the 1994 annual awards dinner given for Forensic Science, AAFS President, 

Dr. Don Harper Mills astounded his audience with the legal complications of a 
bizarre death. Here is the story:

On March 23, 1994... The medical examiner viewed the body of Ronald Opus 
,and concluded that he died from a shotgun wound to the head.

Mr. Opus had jumped from the top of a ten-story building intending to commit 
suicide.

He left a note to that effect indicating his despondency. As he fell past the ninth 
floor, his life was interrupted by a shotgun blast passing through a window, which 
killed him instantly.

Neither the shooter nor the deceased was aware that a safety net had been 
installed just below the eighth floor level to protect some building workers and that 
Ronald Opus would not have been able to complete his suicide the way he had 
planned.

The room on the ninth floor, where the shotgun blast emanated, was occupied 
by an elderly man and his wife. They were arguing vigorously and he was threaten-
ing her with a shotgun! The man was so upset that when he pulled the trigger, he 
completely missed his wife, and the pellets went through the window, striking Mr. 
Opus.

When one intends to kill subject ‘A’, but kills subject ‘B’ instead, one is guilty of 
the murder of subject ‘B.’

When confronted with the murder charge, the old man and his wife were both 
adament, and both said they thought the shotgun was not loaded, the old man said 
it was a long-standing habit to threaten his wife with the unloaded shotgun.. He had 
no intention to murder her.

Therefore, the killing of Mr. Opus appeared to be an accident, assuming the gun 
had been accidentally loaded.

The continuing investigation turned up a witness who saw the old couple’s son 
loading the shotgun about six weeks prior to the fatal accident.. It transpired that the 
old lady had cut off her son’s financial support, and the  son, knowing the propensi-
ty of his father to use the shotgun threateningly, loaded the gun with the expectation 
that his father would shoot his mother. Since the loader of the gun was aware of 
this, he was guilty of the murder even though he didn’t actually pull the trigger. The 
case now becomes one of murder on the part of the son for the death of Ronald 
Opus.

Now comes the exquisite twist...
Further investigation revealed that the son was, in fact, Ronald Opus.
He had become increasingly despondent over the failure of his attempt to engi-

neer his mother’s murder. This led him to jump off the ten-story building on March 
23rd, only to be killed by a shotgun blast passing through the ninth story window. 
The son, Ronald Opus, had actually murdered himself.

So the medical examiner closed the case as a suicide.
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COUNTDOWN TO ‘GRANTSMAS’: 
WIN YOUR OWN GRANT ANGEL

 A professionally-written grant application, a customised grant search and the one-on-one assistance of a 
BIEDO Grant Angel is all wrapped-up and ready to be given to one lucky community group or not-for-profit 

organisation this Christmas season. 
With February/March being one of the busiest periods on the grant funding calendar, there is no better 

time to win this prize.  To enter, simply ‘like’ the BIEDO Grant Angels Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ 
biedograntangels) and write, in 25 words or less, what project your community group or not-for-profit organisation 
would like funding for, and why.   

A wealth of information, including hints, key success factors, organisational tips and useful links will also be 
posted on the BIEDO Grant Angels Facebook page in the lead-up to the February/March grant rounds.  “We are 
dedicated to supporting other not-for-profit organisations and community groups” said Linda Silburn, BIEDO CEO. 
“This is why we share key success factors on our Facebook page and why we are excited to offer one-month’s 
free access to the Grant Angel service to our competition winner.”    

PH: 4168 1244  
FAX: 4168 1094

126 Lamb Street, Murgon

Entrusting your grant application to the BIEDO Grant 
Angel team shouldn’t be a problem as there are over 28 
million reasons to do so. They have written successful grants 
worth over $1.73 million in the past 12 months alone; and the 
total grant money brought into the Inland Burnett since 2002 
is over $28.6 million.  For a list of community groups who 
have received funding thanks to the service, visit the BIEDO 
website (www.biedo.org.au). 

The ‘Win Your Own Grant Angel’ competition is open to 
any community group or not-for-profit organisation.  For terms 
and conditions, visit the BIEDO Grant Angels Facebook page 
or contact the BIEDO office on 4169 7851. Entries must be 
received by midnight on Sunday, 26th January 2014.  

MURGON & DISTRICT BRANCH-
NATIONAL SENIORS AUSTRALIA

The end of year Party will be held at Dimities at 
Wondai on December 12th at 11.30am.  All members and 
those that have been passengers on our tours during 
the year will be welcomed.  Cost $22, any cancellations 
as of Monday 9-12-13 will incur a fee.  No coach will be 
available.

The next tour is on Thursday 16th January 2014 to 
Gatton where we will be visiting Polmann’s nursery and 
the Transport Museum at the Cultural Centre.  The cost is 
$60 p/p leaving Murgon at 6am.  For further information 
and bookings for the Lunch or the Tour please contact 
Paula on (07) 41 683114 or 0438708885.

We are conducting a Raffle with tickets at $1 each 
selling in Lamb Street – drawn at our lunch on 12th 
December.

The Murgon & District National Seniors executives are 
–President Paula Woods; Vice President Robert Birch, 
Secretary Peggy Goodrich, Treasurer Bob Johnson, 
Tour Officer Paula Woods, Raffles and Morning Tea 
Officer Maureen Jahnke, Publicity Officer Patricia Seiler, 
Photograph’s Officer Cath Johannessen.

Our 2014 Tours itinerary is out.
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THE NEWSAGENT WHO CAME HOME FROM WAR
TE “Thommy” Whitton was a prominent citizen of Murgon in earlier years.  Thomas 

Whitton lost both legs on the battlefields of France during World War One and operated 
his newsagency in Murgon with dexterity from a wheelchair.  TE Whitton was a 
prominent contributor to Rugby League in the South Burnett.

Thommy’s son, Evan Whitton, a leading journalist and author, currently resides at 
Glebe, Sydney with his wife Noela of Murgon heritage.  Noela is the daughter of Kevin 
H McMahon, wireless pioneer of Murgon.

Hugh O’Brien, who writes Campbell Newman’s speeches, is Noela’s son.  The 
Murgon affiliation is significant.  Evan Whitton was on the teaching staff of Downlands 
College Toowoomba for a period in 1950. Whilst at Downlands College Evan Whitton 
taught Barry O’Shea who is the husband of Monica nee Geraghty former teacher at 
the Murgon State School. Barry recalls playing in an under 15 cricket match which 
Downlands won because the other team couldn’t add up the runs scored correctly.

In Aboriginal dialect, “Murgon” means “Lily Covered pond.”  Nearby Bjelke-Petersen 
Dam is the lake enlargement.

INTERESTING POPULATION FIGURES
Queensland currently has a population of 4,638,100 while New South Wales has a population of 7,381,100.  A 

total of 12,019,200 which is more than half of Australia’s total population of 23,032,700.
Statistically of little consequence but of interest when compared with the Northern Territory population of 

237,800.  Kevin Rudd was going to accelerate the Northern Territory economic and population wise that still has 
merit.  In territorial terms, the Northern Territory is the front door of Australia.

It would be a bit rude to say Victoria is the back door, but the Northern Territory is closer to Asia.  In Food Bowl 
context and yesteryear, the grocer did come to the back door.

Probably what is more significant Indonesia does have a population in excess of 200 million!
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THE BIRTH OF CHANGE – TEMPRANILLO ARRIVES

The picture tells its own story. Budburst for our new crop of Tempranillo! 
Most will be aware that a couple of years ago we decided to give up on Chardonnay and re-plant with 

Viognier. The second phase of our vineyard re-fresh plan was the grafting of Tempranillo buds onto Shiraz 
rootstock. As you can see we now have our first signs of this exciting varietal.

Our research suggested Tempranillo would suit our climate and should produce the vibrant flavours and 
style that we think the market is keen to see, hopefully you will be able to see and try this wine in 2015.

Verdelho re-release
We have just re-released our popular 2012 Verdelho. As some of our canny members have realized, 

Tipperary Estate Verdelho transforms with age and 2012 is now demonstrating it is undergoing this change.
Join us for a Grape to Glass Tour. The tour includes a wander through the vineyard, where Craig 

will explain how the annual vintage cycle works, then, the tour returns to the cellar door where we explain 
and demonstrate the results of different winemaking techniques and styles. This session also includes an 
explanation of the wine judging system and gives everybody a chance to evaluate and “judge” Tipperary 
Estate wines. Get your club or social organization to experience this unique wine focused event.

Copy extract from Volume 17 Dec 2013 Tipperary Tippler
Tipperary Estate, 167 Tipperary Rd, Moffatdale QLD 4605. Tel: 07 4168 4802
craig@tipperaryestate.com.au  www.tipperaryestate.com.au

MURGON AND BIGGENDEN
Murgon and Biggenden, apart from their Burnett origin, have one thing very much in common - they both 

began their dairying origin with 400 suppliers to their local Co-operatives.
Today the huge Biggenden factory is still in existence.  Biggenden hosted the regional meeting of the 

Order of Australia Association hosted in the Catholic Church Hall.
Biggenden has a very impressive shopping centre and huge selling yards.  The butter factory was erected 

in 1911.  The railway came to Biggenden in 1901 and closed three years ago.  Communes and Bark Huts 
symbolised the beginnings of the town in 1894.

Cactoblastis saved the district from Prickly Pear in 1930.  An outstanding community spirit is activating the 
town in 2013.

Once the Rose capital of the Burnett, that status seems to have diminished.  Donna Duncan OAM of 
“Avocado Acres” Childers is the current leader of the Bundaberg Regional Group.  With the Avocado season 
over with husband Tom, Donna commented “the picking season is getting longer and the picking bags 
heavier.” 
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SIR CHARLES KINGSFORD-SMITH
Sir Charles Kingsford-Smith in the Fokker tri-motor “Southern Cross” landed at “Angelfield” Murgon on 26 July 

1932 and it was a Murgon moment of historical heritage.
It was the era of the Great Depression and Smithy was paving his path to posterity in aviation advancement. 
 Mrs Pam Hawthorn of Cants Road Wooroolin has an Aussie affinity in that her Dad, Sidney Spurr was Queens-

land manager of Kingsford-Smith Engineering Company in Bowen Street Brisbane. Mr Spurr was born in Bradford 
Yorkshire and served in the Merchant Navy during World War Two.  A past student of St Margaret’s School Albion 
Brisbane, Mrs Hawthorn entered the workforce as a school teacher.

The historical record of Sir Charles Kingsford-Smith compiled by Mrs Hawthorn is a literary gem and a testimo-
nial tribute to Australia’s greatest airman.

Angelfield has been many things including the birthplace of the Murgon Golf Club in 1931.  Currently Angelfield 
is the home base of Burnett Flyers.

Angelfield will be the venue of the Christmas lolly drop on Saturday morning the 14th December, everyone is 
welcome. 
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WONDAI REGIONAL ART GALLERY- WINS PRESTIGIOUS STATE AWARD
Museum & Gallery Services Queensland (M&GSQ) proudly announced the winners of the 2013 Gallery 

and Museum Achievement Awards (GAMAA) at a gala event hosted by Museum of Brisbane on Friday 22 
November 2013. Special guest, Hon Ian Walker, Minister for Science, Information Technology, Innovation and the 
Arts congratulated this year’s recipients and presented the winners with a specially commissioned trophy created 
by artists, Theresa Beeron, John Murray, Charlotte Beeron and Ethel Murray, represented by Girringun Aboriginal 
Art Centre.

The Wondai Regional Art Gallery was recognised for outstanding 
achievement in the category of ‘Organisations: Staff of Under 4’ for its 
Construction of The Studio, a multi-purpose workroom extension to the 
gallery project. Construction of the Studio is the result of five years of solid 
planning, fundraising, grant writing and sheer determination by the Gallery’s 
Management Committee and is now used on a daily basis by the Wondai 
community for activities including art workshops; choir practices; local musical 
groups and ‘jam sessions’; tai chi and yoga classes; and weekly games 
afternoons for attendees from local nursing and retirement homes.

In declaring Wondai Regional Art Gallery the winner in this category, the 
judges acknowledged the achievements of this volunteer-run organisation in 
demonstrating the leadership, strategic thinking and drive to address a need 
within the Gallery and the community.

Presented by Museum & Gallery Services Queensland, the GAMAA celebrate the outstanding 
achievements, professional excellence, and innovation of Queensland’s museum and gallery sector. It also 
recognises the valuable contribution our State’s museums and galleries make to enriching their local and wider 
communities, and honours the extraordinary commitment and talents of paid professionals and volunteers working 
in the industry.

M&GSQ Executive Director, Rebekah Butler, said today
‘It is with great pleasure that M&GSQ congratulates the winners of the 2013 GAMAA and commends all those 

who nominated for their remarkable achievements and contribution to the sector. This year’s awards recognise a 
range of inspirational people and projects.’ For a full list of GAMAA recipients go to the M&GSQ website at www.
magsq.com.au.

In 2013, the GAMAA celebrates its tenth anniversary. To mark the occasion, a special one night- only 
exhibition of past GAMAA trophies will be displayed at the Museum of Brisbane.

The 2013 Gallery and Museum Achievement Awards are presented by M&GSQ in partnership with Museum of 
Brisbane and proudly sponsored by Brian Tucker Accounting, Brandi Projects, Archival Survival, Regional Galleries 
Association of Queensland and Museums Australia Queensland.

Elaine Madill in accepting the trophy on behalf of The Wondai Regional Art Gallery replied and recalled the 
memories of how we started and to where we are today.
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Eight years ago I became president of the management committee of the Wondai Regional Art 
Gallery.  I joined the Regional Art Development Fund Committee and we started accessing professional 
artists for workshops. We used an old community hall which was freezing in winter, sweltering in 
summer and was eventually condemned. I realized very quickly that we needed to work toward 
building our own workshop facility. And so started our journey, in some ways this project cemented the 
community together with a purpose.  As I have said many times since, the whole community has taken 
ownership of the gallery....partly because of this project.

All of this was before amalgamation and we had a very supportive local council who helped us draw 
up plans, and after a few hiccups and changes we had an idea of what we needed.  

And now came the fun part.....How to pay for it?  Well this is where the whole community became 
involved.  The local country markets in the park became available and we were asked if we would like to 
take them on.  Well I realized that there might be some advantages for the gallery as we could use our 
“yet to be built workshop” on market days for homemade or handmade goods.  This could support our 
artists and bring in some extra money for the gallery. Now...there was only one problem.  I would have 
to be in the park at 5am in the morning, which meant pitch black, freezing cold in the middle of winter 
and as you can imagine I did not have too many helpers.  

All the same...we went ahead and by the time the project was finished the gallery had raised 
$30,000.  The new amalgamated South Burnett Regional Council provided $30,000.  We also received 
a Queensland Government Regional Infrastructure Grant for $50,000.  And so the workshop....with the 
help of some wonderful male volunteers to finish it ....cost $130,000. So here we are today with this 
marvellous facility which we have called “The Studio”.  It has become the hub of our community with art 
workshops run by local artists and RADF workshops run by the gallery. We have also opened up the 
studio to Tai Chi, Yoga, the Wondai CWA & Community Choir, Games Day, Murgon Photography Club, 
a Music Group and many more and all of this in the space of less than a year. We can now work in air 
conditioned comfort with proper white lighting, disabled toilet and kitchen facilities. It has also given us 
the extra space that we are needing on our Opening Nights which are the first Friday of the month with 
wine, food and music if anyone is interested in joining us.

OFFICE Ph (07) 4168 2850
DENNIS Ph 4168 1979 - Mobile 0427 622 334    
STACEY Ph 4168 1181 - Mobile 0429 681 181

www.prattagencies.com.au

Real Estate - Livestock - Country Attire

OFFICE Ph (07) 4168 2850
DENNIS Ph 4168 1979 - Mobile 0427 622 334    
STACEY Ph 4168 1181 - Mobile 0429 681 181

www.prattagencies.com.au

Real Estate - Livestock - Country Attire

A TOUCH OF PARADISE
4 bedrooms, ensuite, walk in robe, all bedrooms have built ins, ceiling fans, 
office, home theatre with air con, timber kitchen two draw dishwasher, tiled 

dining room, formal lounge with split system, mega entertainment area 
with zip up clear plastic blinds, above ground swimming pool, colour bond 
garage which could hold 4 cars and power, 24000 gal water, 2 acres approx.  

$425,000.00

Office: (07) 4168 2850
Stacey: 0429 681 18
Dennis: 0427 622 334

www.prattagencies.com.au

Chef Sudha’s 
INDIAN DELIGHTS

(On Wheels)

Location: DUNLOP Super Dealer
Parking Lot, 130 Lamb Street,

Murgon

4 pm to 7.30 pm Wednesday 13th Nov 
Walk-In or Phone: 0404 145 547

I would like to thank Noreen Brier for writing 
the submission and Rebeekah, Debra and her 
team for organizing this award. When you are 
working in a small community like Wondai with a 
population of 2,500 it is a great feeling to know 
that you have someone like Museum and Gallery 
Services to call on for advice.  

I would also like to thank ‘Archival Survival’ 
for their financial support. We will use the $1,000 
wisely and it is most welcomed.  

Photo : Monthly opening night inside The 
Wondai Regional Art Gallery (July Exhibition)
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FEED ON STEERS TO $1.93 C/KG AT MURGON. 

Murgon Agents yarded 1200 head on Tuesday for the second last sale of 2013.  The yarding consisted of 
approximately 250 Export cattle and 950 stores.  The market for feed- on steers and heifers as well as most 
descriptions of Export cattle was very strong.  

Cattle were drawn from Mundubbera, Mt Perry, Durong, Gayndah, Biggenden, Kingaroy and local Murgon 
areas.  420 kg 6 tooth heifers sold for $1.43 c/kg to return $610.00, while 4 tooth heifers from Manumbar sold to 
$1.66 c/kg for 465 kg and $749.00.  Few Bullocks were yarded with the top being $1.80 c/kg returning $1026.00.  
Heavy Bulls topped at $1.56 c/kg returning $1335.00.  Lighter Bulls sold to $1.65 c/kg and $784.00.  Heavier 
cows sold to a top of $1.50 c/kg returning $1012.00.  Lighter weight cows sold mainly between $1.15 c/kg & 
$1.30 c/kg.  440 kg Charbray steers a/c C Weis Goomeri sold to $1.84 c/kg for a return of $812.00.  M & M 
Laughton Moffatdale sold Charbray steers for $728.00 at $1.82 c/kg.  375 kg Charolais steers on account of 
Linden & Sandra Maroske Murgon sold to $1.88 c/kg for $706.00 (375 kg).  E & S Pick Windera sold 2 pens of 
Droughtmaster/Charbray steers for $$1.92 c/kg - $772.00 and $1.87 c/kg - $664.00.  An Angus x steer weighing 
465 kg a/c M K Cattle sold for $2.00 per kilo to return $930.00.  J & A Rose Murgon sold 425 kg Charolais steers 
for $825.00 or $1.94 c.kg.  314kg Crossbred steers from Goomeri sold for $580.00 at $1.85 c/kg.  397 kg Limousin 
cross heifers from Murgon sold for $764.00 at $1.92 c/kg.  Santa weaner steers a/c the Zillman Family Gayndah 
sold to $522.00.  Brahman cross heifers weighing 321 kg sold for $1.75 c/kg to return $562.00.  435 kg Brahman 
cross heifers sold to feedlotters for $749.00 at $1.72 c/kg.  Brangus heifers a/c R & D Warren Hivesville sold for 
$609.00 for 340 kg and $1.79 c/kg.  332 kg Charolais cross heifers a/c Karinya Pastoral Murgon sold for $1.70 
c/kg for $564.00.  Most of the fresher vealer heifers sold between $1.40 and $1.50 topping at $1.65 c/kg.  

The last sale for 2013 will be on Tuesday 13th December at 8.00am
.                

KEEP A WATCH ON OUR SCHOOL THESE HOLIDAYS 
Parents and students can help take care of our school by reporting any suspicious after-hours activity to 

School Watch on 13 17 88. By keeping an eye out we can work together to create a safer school community and 
help to reduce vandalism, theft and arson in our school. 

If you see something suspicious, please don’t intervene. Call the School Watch number and let the local police 
or State Government Protective Security Service deal with the matter.

The Murgon State High School office will be open from Monday 20th of January between the hours of 9.00am 
and 3.00pm. Any new enrolments can be done during this time and any outstanding subject selection forms can 
be also dropped off during this time. Please be aware that students that select their own subjects are more likely 
to engage in the subjects than those that don’t.

BARAMBAH MINISTERS ASSOCIATION 
CHRISTMAS CAROL NIGHT

The Barambah Ministers Association invites the people of Murgon 
to a Christmas Carols night on the 8th December at 6.30 pm in the 
Murgon   Town Hall. Please bring a plate for supper.

Michael Carroll
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Bank Scholarship Offered to local students 
Local students will have the opportunity to kick start their tertiary education with the launch of Bendigo and 

Adelaide Bank’s largest ever scholarship program today. 
As part of the 2014 Scholarship program, South Burnett Community Bank Group will support an 

academically capable student who may experience challenges with accessing tertiary study. 
South Burnett Community Enterprises Limited Chairman Noel Strohfeld said the scholarship support 

was part of the branch’s ongoing commitment to building stronger communities. “Some students may face 
challenges in their ability to further their education and the program has been designed to give students an 
opportunity to pursue their dreams”, Noel said. “We’re proud to financially support local students to continue 
their education, which will not only be a benefit to them but also to the wider community.” The successful 
applicant will initially receive funding for one year and depending on academic performance, the scholarship 
may be renewed to assist the second year of study. This will be the third year that a scholarship has been 
awarded. 

Last year’s South Burnett Community Enterprises Scholarship Program supported local student Sam 

Tonkin with his studies at university this year. 
This year more that 160 scholarships will be offered 

across Australia as part of the Bendigo and Adelaide 
Bank Scholarship Program. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 
Chairman Chairman, Robert Johanson said the program 
was now one of the largest on offer in Australia. 

“We were overwhelmed by the enthusiastic response 
and support from the Community Bank network that 
means some 160 students will be able to pursue their 
academic dreams”, Mr. Johanson said. 

Scholarship applications close on Friday 24th 
January 2014 and will be assessed in early 2014. For 
more information about the 2014 scholarships, visit 

www.bendigoadealide.com.au/scholarships. 



16

Bjelke-Petersen Dam
at Yallakool Tourist Park, Murgon

                    

OPEN 7 DAYS
                    

Ice, Bait, Drinks, Bread, Milk, Ice Cream, Fishing Permits, Camping  & 
Cabins, Motor Home Dump Point, Free public Barbeques.

THE AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RECEIVES EXTENSIVE COLLECTION 
FROM MURGON FAMILY

On 31 March 1942, 28-year old Basil David Pratt enlisted in the Australian 
Army from his hometown of Goomeri and went on to serve both in Australia 
and Papua New Guinea. At the time of his discharge on 18 May 1945, he held 
the rank of Warrant Officer Class 2 and was a member of the 84 Mobile Search 
Light Battery RAA. 

At the time of his enlistment, Basil – known affectionately by friends and 
family as Buck – was married to Desma (nee Perrett). Like many men of his 
age, he had a young family at the time of his enlistment. He and Desma had 
three children: Earl (6 years), Robert ‘Bob’ (3 years) and Kay (4 months). Sadly, 
Kay died in June 1945, so in reality Buck was absent for most of her short life.

Between 1942 and 1945, Buck and Desma corresponded frequently via 
handwritten letters, the only real way to stay in touch during those difficult 
years. Not surprisingly, Buck’s letters home to the love of his life were frequent 
and heart-felt. Desma carefully stored all of the letters she received from Buck, 
which totalled close to 200. Despite Desma and the children having moved 
frequently between Brisbane and Goomeri throughout the time Buck was away, 
the letters were always kept safe. 

The letters form the heart of a collection that has a special place in the Pratt family, as it also includes more 
than 30 letters Buck wrote to his parents, diaries, birthday cards and letters written by the children to their father, 
as well as ration cards and several letters written by Donald Perrett (Digger) to his sister, Desma, during his three 
years as a POW in Singapore and Burma. 

After the war, Desma and Buck welcomed another two children: Joy (Fennell) and Jan (Pratt). Sadly, Buck died 
in 1977 and Desma passed away in 1984. Since that time, Jan had held onto the collection of letters and other 
memorabilia, never wanting to dispose of them given their precious value to the family.

Realising their importance, both to the family and as an historical record, Buck and Desma’s granddaughter 
Robyn (Fennell) took an interest in preserving the collection and contacted the Australian War Memorial to find 
out whether they would be interested in receiving the collection as a donation to their archives. Fortunately, the 
response from the Memorial was an overwhelming ‘yes’. 

According to the Memorial, large collections of letters such as those written by Buck provide a fantastic insight 
into the thoughts, feelings and experiences of a soldier and his concern for his family at home. While the Memorial 
already has a large number of handwritten letters and cards from both world wars, they do not have many 
collections that are as extensive as that of the letters written by Buck. 

After the decision was made to donate the collection, Joy and Jan travelled to Canberra to hand deliver it to the 
War Memorial, in particular to Kerrie Leach, a curator of private records in the War Memorial’s Research Centre. 

In Kerrie’s words: “This is a wonderful collection. It is so comprehensive with so many letters and to have the 
other letters from his children during the war, as well as the diaries, ration cards and identity cards, makes it so 
much more complete. It is a privilege to look after a collection like this and we appreciate the generosity of the 
family.”
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Local supporters joined Father Michael Carroll at the ordination of our new Catholic Priest Nichola Okafor.
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Former Murgon resident and builder Des Goodchild visited Murgon recently as part of a group of BSAOC 
of Qld club members who participated in the 1st Queensland and British Rally and took them on a ride on the 
Saturday from Bjelke-Petersen Dam- Yallakool Park to Elginvale, Kinboombi Falls, and to Goomeri. The following 
day, Sunday he led them to Boat Mountain, Merlwood, Cloyna, Byee, Wheatlands, Mondure, through Murgon back 
to the Dam. President Mike Reilly said some of the riders came all the way from Rockhampton in the north and 
Sydney in the south to be part of the ride and the only female Sue Stuckey (photo above) from Wellington Point in 
Brisbane rode her fathers bike. Numerous competitions were organized over the three days including a Hard Luck 
Prize. Further information can be obtained from their Web page www bsaqld.com.au or by e-mailing the secretary 
Fred Jupe; fhjupe@bigpond.com 
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Logic.
 This is all you need to know to become an Engineer. 
You’ll love the logic here. 
The U.S. Standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is 4 feet, 8.5 inches. That’s an exceedingly odd 

number. Why was that gauge used? Because that’s the way they built them in England, and English expatriates 
designed the U.S. Railroads. 

Why did the English build them like that?
Because the first rail lines were built by the same people who built the pre-railroad tramways, and that’s the 

gauge they used. 
Why did ‘they’ use that gauge then? 
Because the people who built the tramways used the same jigs and 

tools that they had used for building wagons, which used that wheel 
spacing. 

Why did the wagons have that particular Odd wheel spacing?
Well, if they tried to use any other spacing, the wagon wheels would 

break on some of the old, long distance roads in England, because that’s 
the spacing of the wheel ruts. 

So, who built those old rutted roads?
Imperial Rome built the first long distance roads in Europe (including England ) for their legions. Those roads 

have been used ever since.   
And the ruts in the roads? 
Roman war chariots formed the initial ruts, which everyone else had to match for fear of destroying their 

wagon wheels. Since the chariots were made for Imperial Rome, they were all alike in the matter of wheel 
spacing. Therefore, the United States standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches is derived from the original 
specifications for an Imperial Roman war chariot. In other words, bureaucracies live forever. 

So the next time you are handed a specification, procedure, or process, and wonder: 
 “What horse’s ass came up with this?” you may be exactly right. 
Imperial Roman army chariots were made just wide enough to accommodate the rear ends of two war horses. 

Now, the twist to the story: 
When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, you will 

notice that there are two big booster rockets attached to the sides of the 
main fuel tank. These are solid rocket boosters, or SRBs.  The SRBs are 
made by Thiokol at their factory in Utah. The engineers who designed 
the SRBs would have preferred to make them a bit larger, but the SRBs 
had to be shipped by train from the factory to the launch site. The 
railroad line 

from the factory happens to run through a tunnel in the mountains, 
and the SRBs had to fit through that tunnel. The tunnel is slightly wider 
than the railroad track, and the railroad track, as you now know, is about 
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as wide as two horses’ behinds. So, 
a major Space Shuttle design feature 
of what is arguably the world’s most 
advanced transportation system was 
determined over two thousand years 
ago by the width of a horse’s ass. 

And you thought being a horse’s 
ass wasn’t important!

Now you know, Horses’ Asses 
control almost everything....... 
Explains a whole lot of stuff, 
doesn’t it?
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The Barambah Shed Men held their 23rd shed night at Steve Dunn’s property, Murgon, on Saturday 9th 
November. The evening began with a talk by Steve about how horses in Australia are used, trained and treated 
today as compared with methods of the past. Prior to WWI, horses were basically used for virtually all transport 
needs and in agriculture, etc. However, it all began to change with the men away at war and mechanisation 
beginning to fill the gap, with WW2 increasing the speed of change until today the use of horses is completely 
different to that of 100 years ago. The way we break in horses and teach them has also altered dramatically, 
basically from ‘forcing’ the horse to do our will to working ‘with the horse’ to achieve the same end. If a camp 
draft has not gone well, rather than blaming the horse, Steve now asks himself why he the horse did not work as 
well together as he had hoped. Steve showed the men different bits and saddles used, explained why they were 
made the way they were and how they have changed and why. Everyone then went to the arena where Steve 
gave a riding demonstration, again explaining the use of arms, legs, body position etc to motivate and move the 
horse as the rider required. He then gave a ‘cutting out’ demonstration, easily keeping a cow from her aim of 
returning to her mates in the arena. After the BBQ, Steve talked about his life in the meat industry, beginning with 
his involvement in an abattoir in Gunnedah, NSW. Hard work was the order of the day, with wife Kerry teaching 
5 days per week and packing meat 3 nights per week, while Steve often got to bed around 10pm and then was 
up at 4am to start the next day. His family had always been involved in cattle buying, so it was natural that Steve 
himself became a cattle buyer at an early age, at times purchasing thousands of cattle per week. Steve and 
his family moved to Murgon around 2002 when he was given the challenging task of getting the closed Murgon 
Abattoirs operating again for a meat company. He achieved this very successfully, then after 5 years parted 
company with that organisation and, as they were enjoying living on their property at Murgon, stayed and Steve 
is now a full time cattle buyer for several meat companies. His past times are, of course, camp drafting which, he 
admits, is a little expensive (wife Kerry is VERY understanding!), and horse breeding. Thanks Steve for having us 
at your shed and for your very informative talk and demonstration. 

Our guest speaker was Jim Stuart, from Nambour. Jim’s family moved from Melbourne to Darwin when he 
was 6 – now that’s a change! He graduated as a pilot and, at 23 years of age, along with wife Margot, moved to 
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Lily Ponds A-La Carte Licensed Restaurant
Open to the Public Mon- Thurs nights from 6.00pm

Bookings preferred- ph: 4168 1400.

Papua New Guinea to work with Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship, flying in some of the toughest conditions 
in the world. He would often take off in perfectly sunny 
weather, only to see a sudden cloud build up blocking 
his entry to an airstrip. He lost several mates during 
his years there and nearly killed himself in an aircraft 
accident. He had flown to an isolated village to deliver 
much needed supplies. While there, he was asked to 
fly some people to another village and, as fare paying 
passengers were vital to finances, took on the job. This 
happened several more times so the trip was rather 
extended, with associated landings and takeoffs. By 
this stage, having been flying in PNG for some time, 
Jim felt that he was ‘pretty good’ as a pilot and took all 
of this in his stride. He took off for the last leg home 
and, at an altitude of 150 feet, the engine cut out. 
He switched to the emergency fuel line – the engine 
fired momentarily, then stopped again. After a quick 
May Day call, he did an emergency landing in a small 
clearing of 2meter high Kuni grass, only to almost 
immediately hit a hidden tree stump with the left wing. 
‘Probably the shortest landing in history,’ was Jim’s 
quip. His woman passenger vacated very quickly, 
leaving Jim to ponder the cause of the engine failure. 
He soon found the problem – Jim had neglected to 
switch the fuel intake from the left to the refuelled right 
tank, thus running out of fuel. This did two things – it 
brought Jim back to earth, as it were, regarding his 
‘bullet proof’ status, and secondly, it reminded Jim of 
the fragility of life itself – he and his passenger could 
easily have been killed. Jim was already a Christian, 
but this incident in particular taught him to rely on God 
rather than upon himself for his future. After flying in 
PNG and Northern Australia, Jim joined a disaster relief 
organisation and worked in West Africa, Sri Lanka and 

the ‘scariest’ place of all, far north Pakistan next to the Afghanistan border. The ‘chief’ of a village was in complete 
control, so the transport of supplies, entry to an area, etc had to be negotiated with the chief who, of course, 
owned the only trucks which were usually used to carry more lucrative cargo! Jim grew a beard and moustache to 
look less conspicuous, but, when he said hello to someone, he usually simply got a suspicious look in return. He 
survived and today works with an unemployment service helping people to get back into the workforce. Throughout 
his varied career, Jim has sort and felt God’s guidance and blessing in his life and urged the men present to also 
seek God. 

We finished the night at around 8.30pm and it was great to see the men yarning and talking to Steve and Jim 
as they ate their desert. Thanks to all the men who attended, to Steve for making his shed available and for his 
informative talk, and to Jim for coming all the way from Nambour to encourage and inspire us. God bless, Glen 
Vonhoff

TO MAKE YOU SMILE
What do you call a cat on the beach at Christmas 

time?  Sandy Claws!!
What did the bald man say when he got a comb for 

Christmas?  Thanks, I’ll never part with it!!
Where do you find reindeer?  It depends where you 

leave them!
What do Santa’s elves learn at school?  The elf-abet
What do you get when you eat the Christmas 

decorations?  Tinsel-itus.
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Con’t page 1

Bigger and Better than ever this year’s Christmas fair features two new acts, The South Burnett Community 
Orchestra and Reece Dunn and Sarah Watson doing a form of fire theatre with fire, martial arts and dance. Santa 

will be arriving at 6:00pm and photos with Santa will be 
from 6:15 to 8:15pm. All fair rides will be $3 and the rides 
include Cha Cha, Avalanche, Castles, Carousels, the Big 
Slide, roundabouts and more. Entertainment from the 
Wondai Band, and the Pipe Band. BBQ’s, Fairy Floss, 
Glow Sticks, ice creams, hot chips and more. During the 
3 weeks from Monday 25th November the Murgon Pro-
motion kicked in. All shoppers in Murgon will be eligible 
to enter. The Christmas Fair 68 participating Businesses, 
will be easily identified by posters displayed in their 
premises reading ‘Proud Sponsor’.  To gain entry in the 
Christmas Fair promotion, shop at these businesses and 
have the chance of winning a share of Santa’s $6,000 

Murgon Cash. Final draws are being made Thursday and Friday this week so get your entries in the barrel at the 
Murgon Information Centre. The fun starts on stage at 7.30pm.
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MURGON’S CHRISTMAS FAIR
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SHOP LOCAL AND SUPPORT SOUTH BURNETT BUSINESSES 
South Burnett Regional Council is encouraging residents to shop local this Christmas to help support our local 

businesses. 
Mayor Wayne Kratzmann said “I urge locals to support South Burnett businesses and to think local first. If it is 

available in our region, please shop locally before heading outside the area.” 
“Council have designed and printed a “Shop Locally in the South Burnett this Christmas” poster which is being 

given to businesses in all of our townships to use in their windows to encourage residents to invest back in the 
region by purchasing their Christmas presents in the South Burnett,” said Mayor Kratzmann. 

“We took the idea to our local business and tourism associations and they have all supported the Shop Local 
drive,” he said. 

The poster has the support of the Nanango Business Community, Wondai Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
Murgon Business and Development Association, Nanango Tourism and Development Association, Blackbutt Ben-
arkin Community Council and Kingaroy Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

Mayor Kratzmann said “Small businesses in our region employ our locals and support the families that live in 
the region. By shopping locally, you are investing back in our region.” 

“I encourage all businesses to put up one of our ‘Shop Locally in the South Burnett this Christmas’ posters and 
let people know you are proud to be a South Burnett business,” said Mayor Kratzmann. 

To access a copy of the “Shop Locally in the South Burnett this Christmas”, contact South Burnett Regional 
Council’s Customer Service Centres or phone (07) 4189 9100.

Once again Murgon Judo Club Inc. provided AASC Judo students with the opportunity to test the skills they had 
learnt. The tournament started 1pm Saturday 9th November 2013 and was supported by Murgon State School, 
Goomeri State School and Taabinga State School Kingaroy.

This made for a very exciting time, Lacey from Taabinga State School took the fight up to her opponents and 
they knew they had a battle on their hands.

The results of the day were Murgon State School first, Taabinga State School second and Goomeri State 
School third, Congratulations to all the competitors while some may not have won it is more important to get in and 
have a go, who knows who will win next time.

Brock Wiley has come along in leaps and   bounds in the last 12mths and has been in 2 main stream judo 
comps which he has enjoyed. Brock also won the Anthony Meikle Shield this shield is contested only once a year 
the winner is not always the best competitor but more to do with the principles of the founder of Judo Jigoro Kano, 
“Maximum Efficiency” and “Mutual Welfare and Benefit”. The ultimate goal in Judo is to develop oneself 
to the maximum extent possible, always striving for perfection, so that you can contribute something of 
value to your community.

The shield was created by Murgon Judo Club Inc. in memory of a great teacher who always went that extra mile 
for any student and who supported the AASC Judo Project, “Thank you Anthony”

Brock and all the other Students received their medals on the weekend however the shields have now been 
engraved and were presented to Murgon State School at their assembly on Monday 18th November and keep it till 
July 2014 when they will need to try to win it again. This shield was donated by Corey Smith.

The Anthony Meikle Shield has also been engraved with Brock’s name and will be sent back to Goomeri State 
School till next November.

I would like to thank our Sponsors, who donated goods for our AASC children Westpac, Kingaroy, Judo Federa-
tion Australia Qld. The children loved the surprises. 

Not to forget two other Murgon business Struddy’s Sport Store and The Tackle Box who assisted Murgon Judo 
Club to purchase a portable Gazibo.

Finally big thanks to Lizz Nicholson from saftynnumbers@bigpond.com and our wonderful group of members 
and their families who have supported our club all year. 

Stan Munday
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MAYOR’S COMMUNITY FUND 
 Junior Sporting organisations in 

the South Burnett have one more 
week to apply for funding through 
the Mayor’s Community Benefit 
Fund. 

South Burnett Regional Coun-
cil’s Mayor Wayne Kratzmann said 
“I am honoured to put my name to 
this fund as the Mayor of the South 
Burnett. It is with great pleasure 
that we opened the first round with 
$10,000 going towards Junior Sport 
in the region.” 

“Obesity rates and sedentary 
lifestyle throughout Australia are a 
concern and studies show an effec-
tive preventive measure is to have 

people being active from a young age,” said Mayor Kratzmann. 
“We have so many great sporting organisations in the region who are run almost completely by volunteers. We 

are very interested in funding projects with a focus on programs that provide disadvantaged young people with the 
opportunity to participate in sport,” he said. 

The Mayor’s Community Benefit Fund was set up as a fund rather than a trust to minimise the amount of paper-
work required from applicants. 

Mayor Kratzmann said “A trust has a lot more red tape and we wanted access to these funds to be streamlined 
and flexible. The application form is a four page document including collecting basic contact information.” 

“I would encourage sporting organisations to visit Council’s website and download the application form over the 
next week and apply for these funds,” said Mayor Kratzmann. 

South Burnett Regional Council’s Spokesperson for Sport and Recreation, Councillor Barry Green, said “This 
is a wonderful project and a great follow on from the Mayor’s Flood Appeal. It’s great to see the first round of these 
funds going to junior sport in the South Burnett.” 

“The committee will look at each application on their merits and funds will be distributed based on priorities and 
projects,” said Cr Green. 

Mayor Kratzmann said “I encourage Councillors, Council staff and the general public to put forward ideas for 
future rounds, as to where you see these funds should go. We would like some stand-by funds sitting in this fund in 
the case the region is hit by another natural disaster or there is an immediate need elsewhere.” 

The application form for Round One of the Mayor’s Community Benefit Fund can be downloaded at www.south-
burnett.qld.gov.au or by visiting a South Burnett Regional Council Customer Service Centre or phone (07) 4189 
9155. 
Photo – Mayor Wayne Kratzmann and Cheryl Dalton, Chairperson of the Mayor’s Community Benefit Fund 
Committee

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
On behalf of the Murgon Business and Development Association, the

producers of the Murgon Moments, may we thank the many story writers for
their help during the year and we wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a

Safe and Prosperous 2014 New Year.



27

Councillor Kathy Duff inspects the new bull riding arena at Fick’s Crossing
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FIRST TO RECEIVE FREE ENERGY PRODUCTS
 Being the first to receive free energy-efficient products was an unexpected bonus for Biggenden Engineering 

Works last week.  The business had already received cost-saving tips and recommendations by having a BIEDO 
Clean and Clever Business Energy Audit completed; so receiving free LED lighting and other products was an 
added advantage.

“Being provided with a 180watt LED High Bay light for us to trial alongside our existing lighting has enabled us 
to make a hands-on comparison,” said Glen Chapman of Biggenden Engineering Works.  “The LED lighting has 
really impressed us, with its illumination being twice that of our current lights.” 

Five-thousand dollars-worth of energy-efficient products will be given away to eligible businesses in the Wide 
Bay Burnett region, thanks to an Ergon Energy Community Fund grant.  Products will be suited to businesses 
from a range of industries that have a BIEDO Clean and Clever Business Energy Audit completed.  The chosen 
businesses, and the cost benefits, will then be featured in newspapers, online and in a number of relevant BIEDO 
documents and publications.    

Business Energy Audits are free and are conducted on-site by a BIEDO Clean and Clever officer.  Each busi-
ness is provided with recommendations to reduce energy consumption, increasing profits.  One business is 
already saving $12,000 a year after implementing the recommendations.  Another business chain stands to save 
$68,000 a year.     

To book a free BIEDO Clean and Clever Business Energy Audit – and possibly be eligible for free energy-effi-
cient products – phone the BIEDO office on 4169 7851 or email biedoclients@burnett.net.au. 

Get Ready Cherbourg Day. The day was to educate people about disaster management.

Don’t use water to put out fat fires on the stove or this is what happens. Murgon fire captain Peter Angel dem-
onstrates why a tea towel or blanket are best used to smother fats on fire at the Get Ready Cherbourg Day.

“Get Ready Cherbourg Day” was a community event Sponsored by the Queensland Government and organ-
ized by the Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council and held on Monday 25th November 2013, at the Les Stewart Snr 
Memorial Sports Centre Cherbourg. The program consisted of : 

Learning how to keep safe from fire, flood and storms through demonstrations and information and  


