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MURGON at the foothills of Boat Mountain, in the heart of the Burnett Valley, part of the great South Burnett.

MURGON
MOMENTS

Outstanding 
contribution to the 

Murgon Community by 
a Citizen or Group

DAVID MOLLENHAUER

David  is a foundation member 
of the Barambah Shed men who 
hold meetings 4 times per year 
at various men’s sheds. David 
organises all of the seating, tables, 
lighting, BBQ’s, food (usually 
cutting up the tomato’s etc himself) 
etc for the Shed men evenings as 
well as loading all the equipment 
onto a trailer to get it to the venue 
which can be anywhere from 
Tingoora to Tansey. He then packs 
it up to take it back to the various 
storage facilities. He organises 
several men to help him do all the 
cooking at these nights. 

Full story continued on page 24.

CARPET, VINYL, PLANKS, RUGS,
FOURTH BIRTHDAY SALE

HUGE RANGE OF UP-TO-DATE STYLES
LOW IN PRICE – HIGH ON QUALITY

SALE SPECIALS ALL NOVEMBER
EXPERIENCED, PROMPT AND RELIABLE

   Cnr Lamb & Macalister Sts, Murgon   Ph: 4168 1101

Free quotes all surroundingareas
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FAST & PROMPT
SERVICE

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS
BOOKINGS WELCOME

 SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL 
ANNOUNCES AUSTRALIA DAY AWARD WINNERS 

The South Burnett Regional Council announced its 2016 Australia Day 
Award Winners at the region’s official awards ceremony held on the eve of 
Australia Day, Monday 25 January, at the Proston Community Town Hall. 

The ceremony kicked off with a flag raising ceremony conducted by the 
135 Army Cadet Unit followed by the official opening and welcome by MC 
John Carey. This was followed by an address from Mayor Wayne Kratzmann 
and a Citizenship Ceremony. The Australian National Anthem was then sung 
by Sue Dowideit-Reiger. 

Mayor Wayne Kratzmann said “being nominated for an Australia Day 
award is an honour and it is a wonderful opportunity for our Community to 
recognise and show their appreciation of your achievements. To all this year’s 
nominees and winners, I hope you are proud and I would like to congratulate 
you on your achievements. The support from our Community each year 
reflects the high calibre of nominees and I would like to pass on my personal 
thanks to everybody involved.” 
South Burnett Region 2016 Australia Day Award winners are as follows:-
South Burnett Citizen of the Year  Jason Black 
South Burnett Young Citizen of the Year  Becky Miller 
South Burnett Organisation of the Year  South Burnett Relay for Life 
South Burnett Lifetime Achiever Award  John Lee 
South Burnett Volunteer of the Year  Helen Young 
South Burnett Cultural Award (Senior)  Daun Clapperton & Robyn 
Peterson 
South Burnett Cultural Award (Junior)  Emily Kinsella 
South Burnett Junior Sportsperson of the Year  Courtney Sippel 
South Burnett Sportsperson of the Year 
(Coach/Official or Administrator)  Alicia Pidgeon 
Local Achiever of the Year by Town 
Jane Erkens—Nanango 
Jean Clark—Wondai/Tingoora 
Maldon Goodger—Kingaroy 
David Mollenhauer—Murgon 
Geoff Rea Hivesville/Proston 
John & Sandy Learmont—Maidenwell/Bunya Mountains 
Roderick Obel—Wooroolin/Memerambi 
Local Government elections is Saturday 19 March 2016.

Murgon Hospital Auxiliary Christmas Raffle results 2015
1st prize - E. Bradford - Large cake - Ticket #19F (orange spade)
2nd prize - John Bryce - Hamper - Ticket #22F (orange spade)
3rd prize - Rob Kratzmann - Clock - Ticket #73C (green diamond)
4th prize - Alma Campbell - 2nd Cake - Ticket #74D (blue spade)
5th Prize - Rose Hall - Slushies - Ticket #61C (green diamond)
6th Prize - W. Mobbs - Cup Cake Maker - Ticket #40F (yellow star)
7th Prize - Liz “N” - Ice Shaver - Ticket # 24B (yellow spade)
Auxiliary Members really appreciate the generous public support.
Heather Purser Hon. Sec

    Marriage Celebrant
Raelene Hurley

Weddings & Elopements.
Renewal of Vows, 

Baby Naming
Commitment Ceremony 

P: 0429 770 017
E: info@idoidoceremonies.com.au
W: www.idoidoceremonies.com.au
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WINNERS OF BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
FUNDRAISER MULTI DRAW 4/12/15

$400 gift voucher from Mobile Tyre Service Sunshine Coast D Godsell

$25 gift voucher from Raj’s Curry & Café  Jan Irvine

King Size Quilt Cover Set Sheree & Snow

Bamboo Chip & Dip Platter & Bamboo Canisters  Sarah Robinson

10 Visit Pass to PCYC Rachel Cooper

$20 Gift Voucher from Femme Nouvelle Brittany Holding

$50 Gift Voucher from Murgon RS Leo Geraghty

Set of Mugs & Avon Hair Products Kathy Duff

$50 Gift Voucher from Fox Beauty & Nails            Theresa Holding

Flower Arrangement from Extra Touch Designs          Snow & Sheree

$50 Gift Voucher to Mitre 10                                              Kevin Watson

Makeup Brush Roll & $20 Gift Voucher from Saucy Fork Simone

$60 Gift Voucher from Kathryn Lynas  Donna Jensen

1 Hour Harley Ride                                            Lacy Lee

$50 Gift Voucher from Original Hair by Gina            Rachael Cooper

$30 Gift Voucher from Carneys Feed Store           Reagon Lee

Silver Bracelet from Kathy Duff                                Justine Purcell

$50 Fuel Gift Voucher from BP Murgon                Cameron Irvine

$25 Gift Voucher from Raj’s Curry & Café                      Scott Holding 

Murgon Butcher Voucher                                              Leona Knight

Kingsley Grove Estate Voucher                            Levi Holding

DATE CLAIMER
Kilkivan Great Horse Ride Sat., April 2, 2016 – a great weekend of trail riding, 
street stalls & activities, free campfire concert, team penning & pony club 
events.

terryscottpainting@bigpond.com

Qld Lic No 76177
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Installations of: Air Conditioners, 
TV Antennas, Telephone Wiring, 

Property Poles, Switchboard Upgrades, 
Shed Wiring, Hot Water & Stove Repairs, 

Power Point & Lights

PETER & PAM RICKETTS

Ph: 4168 4880

P & P
ELECTRICAL PTY

LTD

27th February:  Mystery Trip
13th March: The Sound of Music
26th March:  Easter Vintage Festival 

Highfields
30th April: Maleny Wood Expo

Tours 2016
May Hawaii
October Vietnam

In conjunction with Trade Travel Lic No 
TAG 1170
Murgon to Kingaroy Daily.
Depart Murgon 7.40am and 2pm.
• Also Kingaroy TAFE Bus:
Depart Kingaroy 8.35am & Return 3pm

Ph 4168 1533 for Details
Large range of coaches available for 

weddings, wine tours, Christmas parties or 
any occasion.

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS
For enquiries regarding school bus or bus charter.
Contact Harvy or Andrew on 4168 1533
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A Happy New Year for 2016 to all and it is great to know that some relief rain has fallen 
on some of the parched lands out west. Hopefully follow up rain is not too far away for 
those who missed out. 

HUB’S 2015 events have included: 2 Annual Holidays (Cook Islands and Marcoola), 
2 Carers Retreats (Bunya Mtns and Marcoola), 9 Carers Support Meetings, 22 Social 
Outings, 3 Client weekends away and our Annual Information and Feedback Day. 
Employees and carers/parents have also had training opportunities in WHS, Manual 
Handling & Personal Care, Mental Health First Aid, Cultural Awareness and National 
Disability Insurance Scheme information sessions. 

 November and December for HUB was quite a busy time with events including social activities throughout the 
South Burnett region, an Annual Holiday to Marcoola, Carers/Parent Support Group Christmas breakup and our 
Annual Christmas Party at Moffatdale Ridge with 35 people in attendance. 

Nine clients attended the HUB Annual Holiday to Marcoola during November. It was a first time event for one 
attendee who enjoyed the time away from home with friends. Activities included a day trip to Kondalillah Falls 
and Maleny, Underwater World, swimming, gym, beach walks, fishing and time out relaxing at the Resort. Hub 
participants budget and save throughout the year for their holidays and this has been a core learning life skill learnt 
in the Holiday Program which has been operating for the last 14 years. The holiday participants also have the 
opportunity to nominate the holiday destinations they would like to visit. 

MURGON JUNIOR RUGBY LEAGUE GOLF DAY
9 Holes, 3 Persons Ambros, Golfer and Non-
Golfers, 
@ Murgon Golf Club
TIME: 1pm shot gun start, (names in by 12pm)
DATE: 5th MARCH 2016. COST: $20.00 (inc 
Burger)
Early nominations appreciated for catering 
purposes but can nominate on the day. For 
further information and nominations contact 
CANDICE on 0439 829 455
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MURGON
Enjoy our world-class scenic views from 

the many natural parks on Boat Mountain.

TABLELAND HALL DINNER
Good company, good food, good conversation and good 

music were an excellent recipe for a great time. 
The Tableland Hall Committee held a farmers Christmas 

dinner on the 12th December, combined with a breakup for 
the members.  Over a 140 people attended on the night 
with everyone giving it a big thumbs up.  Entertainment was 
provided by Bob and Robyn Riek and with easy listening 
music had feet tapping.  Santa arrived on a fire truck and 
handed out gifts to the children.  B.I.E.D.O. girls were there 
with goodies and told us about their work in the Community.  
President Joan thanked everyone who have helped over 
the past year and wished all a very Happy Christmas.  
Continued dinners in the New Year will depend on funding 
which we are working on.  

Over the past year, we have held 4 farmers’ dinners 
with funding being provided by – BIEDO, FRRR, Councillor 
Kathy Duff and SB Regional Council.  In kind support has 
come from –Tubby and Sandi Ward, Top of The Town 
Butcher, Moffatdale Ridge, Carney’s Feed Store, South 
Burnett Food Pantry, Murgon IGA, Mondee Coffee, Murgon 
Fruit Mart, Murgon Bakery, Indigenous Wellbeing Centre, 
Hall Members.  Thank you everyone.

The money to hold the dinner was provided by The 
South Burnett Regional Council.  Thank you Council.  

The raffle was drawn on the night and the winners were 
- Leg Hams: – Max Ellis, Pam Schablon, Scott Holding and 
Patrice - Shoulder Hams: – Heather Frahm, Elaine McNially 
Robyn Blys and Stan Mundy – Sides of Bacon: – Robyn 
Zelinski and Judith Wessling.  A Big thank you to all who 
bought tickets and everyone who supported the raffle.

A Pommy bloke fronts up to Australia House in 
London to get a visa to visit family in Australia .
Bloke behind the counter asks, “do you have a 
criminal record ? 
Pommy bloke sighs and asks, “ Is that STILL a 
requirement......?

MURGON Real Estate
  4168 2922 Your Local Agent

MURGON Real Estate
Phone 4168 2922       106 Lamb Street, Murgon

View our homes and properties on the web
murgonrealestate.com.au

and realestate.com.au
email - murgon@bigpond.net.au REIQ

ACCREDITED AG
EN

CY

STORAGE FACILITIES AVAILABLE FOR RENT IN BOTH MURGON AND WONDAI.
FROM $20 PER WEEK PLUS GST.
RENTALS AVAILABLE - MURGON, WONDAI, GOOMERI, AND SURROUNDS FROM $150 PWK

6.8 acres with town water.  Fantastic view.  Semi cleared town block.  9 x 10 Council 
approved shed with kitchen shower and septic toilet.  10,000 gallons of tank water plus 
town water connected.  Solar power is connected with mains power at the front of the 
block.  Established gardens and fruit trees.   $149,000

2 bedrooms plus dressing room.  Timber Floors. Spacious kitchen dining with separate 
lounge.  Highset on steel stumps.  Small front verandah.  Fenced.  Concreted under for 
car and storage.   $130,000

330 acres of well cleared undulating countryside.  Mixture of improved grasses 
throughout.  All good fences.   4 paddocks, 3 bores one with windmill 2 solar pumps.  4 
dams.  Carry 60 breeders.  Yards with crush and ramp.  Machinery shed with 2 open 
bays and one lock up.   Expansive 4 bedroom home plus office (5th bedroom) only 9 
years old.  Open plan family living with modern built in kitchen.  Formal lounge with 
wood fire.  All bedrooms built in.  The master bedroom has a walkin robe and ensuite.  
Verandahs on all 4 sides.  Car accommodation under home.  Solar power connected.  4 
x 5,000 gallon rainwater tanks.   $695,000

Spacious 2 bedroom home recently repainted.   Split level living.  Wood fire.  Lots 
of storage throughout home.  Low maintenance gardens. Very private.  2 car 
accommodation.  New plumbing new wiring.  Double insulated.  $168,000
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 Nanango Community Bank® Branch
INSPIRED YOUNG LOCALS NOW DREAM OF GIVING BACK 

Role models, mentors or just someone you’ve aspired to be like.
We’ve all had them - people we want to follow in the footsteps of as we seek to make our own mark in life.
Well, one such person has been working hard alongside some young high school students to help them reach 

their potential. But the fact that each of them are young women and they want to build a life in the country is what 
should be music to the ears of South Burnett locals. 

Nanango State High School teacher, Kayleen Freeman has been living and teaching in the South Burnett for 
many years. After spending time with students at both Murgon and Nanango High Schools, she saw many young 
people who needed some guidance to help develop some confidence in order to get their dreams off the ground. 
Kayleen was also determined to show a career and life outside the city could be rewarding.

So she set about earlier this year to encourage local businesses to sponsor eight senior girls to attend the 
Queensland Rural, Regional and Remote Women’s Network (QRRRWN) conference in Biloela in September. The 
Nanango Community Bank branch of Bendigo Bank, Downer EDI Mining and Wakka Wakka Community Fund all 
came on board to get the girls to the conference. Workshops, mentoring, gala dinners and trade displays kept the 
eight girls busy during the conference.

“It was just about asking our local businesses to invest in one of our most valuable local resources - our South 
Burnett youth. Our local member, Deb Frecklington was a great support too,” Kayleen said.

“The real change has taken effect in recent months as the conference has lit a fire in our young delegates. It 
looked at keeping women in a rural community - how we get them to go away, develop skills and qualifications and 
return to add to their talents,” she said.

For newly appointed 2016 Nanango SHS Student Council President, Gabby Wooler the conference opened her 
eyes to the vast amount of opportunities available for women living in rural communities.

“I would like to do anything in the health side of things and by talking to the women, my mind opened up to so 
many opportunities now and in the future,” Gabby said.

“I learnt a lot about how to deal with everyday challenges and pressures, whatever they may be and use tools 
to cope with them. I also learned to live in the now and just try and do your best. I’m so grateful for the chance to 
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Seafood buffet night 13th February, 13th March
from 6.30pm at the Murgon Bowls Club 
Friday night meals available from 6pm 

every Friday Night at Murgon Bowls Club.
 LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE FOR ALL YOUR 

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL FOR

ALL OCCASIONS
CALL NOW ON (07) 4168 5701

or 0438 685 701

attend and now apply things taught at the conference,” she added.
Sixteen-year-old, Jessica McNamara said for her it’s about believing she 

can do anything.
“Being a woman shouldn’t hold you back from a rural career - I look 

forward to getting qualified wherever that may be and coming back to make a 
difference. If we don’t have the younger people to work with, learn from and 
then replace our older generations, our rural communities won’t survive. I think 
it’s important to show young people there are opportunities for them out here,” 
Jessica shared.

Year 11 student, Yanna Wilson said the women at the conference gave her 
the confidence to come out of her shell. Originally from the Tiwi Islands, Yanna 
says she wants to use her bilingual skills to give back to her community and 
help others.

“I got so much from being there and have decided to get some 
qualifications in tourism. I listened to some inspiring stories from the speakers 
at the conference and I feel like I’m on a path now,” Yanna said.

One of the local businesses supporting the Women Inspiring Women 
program at Nanango SHS is the Nanango Community Bank branch of 
Bendigo Bank. Manager, Anne Woodrow says the project is one of the best 
sponsorships the Community Bank has entered into to date.

“To be around these young women and listen to how they’re using their 
experiences to help fuel their dreams is awesome. I’m just delighted we were 
able to play a role in funding this project and look forward to working more with 
Kayleen in the future. She’s an amazing role model and continuing to make 
such positive impact in these young ladies’ lives,” Anne said. 

If you would like to know more about the Women Inspiring Women 
program, call Nanango State High School on 4171 6444 or email the.
principal@nanangoshs.eq.edu.au for further information.  

Three mischievous boys went to the zoo one day on a 
school outing. They decided to visit the elephant enclosure 
but within an hour they were picked up by a police officer for 
causing a commotion. The officer hauled them off to security 
for questioning and the teacher in charge told them to give 
the police their names and say what they were doing at the 
elephant house. The first boy said, my name is Gary, and I 
was just throwing peanuts into the elephant enclosure.

The second said, my name is Kevin, and all I was doing 
was throwing peanuts into the elephant enclosure. The third 
boy was a bit shaken up by the ordeal and said, 

My name is Peter, but my friends call me Peanuts.
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PH: 4168 1244  
FAX: 4168 1094

126 Lamb Street, Murgon

stakeholders and prepare a business plan for the hospital, which we hope will be ready by the end of 
this month. This will keep us on track for the transfer of the licence from Pulse Health to Council by 31 
March, 2016. 

“Queensland Health has been very supportive of the South Burnett’s need to retain a private hospital 
and I would like to express my gratitude for their input and advice.” 

Mayor Kratzmann said Ms MacMillan’s business plan would focus on filling existing gaps in the 
hospital and medical needs of the South Burnett community, which would result in the operation of a 
private facility to complement public health services at a cost-neutral basis for ratepayers. 

While Ms MacMillan will focus on the business plan, negotiation of health fund rebate contracts, and 
the local medical needs; Mayor Kratzmann will continue to explore other sources of funding, including 
boosting the existing private hospital trust fund foundation. 

The South Burnett Regional Council last month voted in favour of taking over the licence of the 
private hospital and to rename the facility the Lady Florence Bjelke-Petersen Community Hospital in 
recognition of Lady Flo’s contribution to the community. 

If the business plan is successful, the hospital will open on September 1 2016.

LADY FLORENCE BJELKE-PETERSEN 
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL.

 The South Burnett Regional Council has 
appointed a health specialist to take over the 
development of the Lady Florence Bjelke-Petersen 
Community Hospital. 

Council’s CEO Gary Wall yesterday (1 February 
2016) appointed hospital and medical practice 
design, development and management specialist 
Leith MacMillan to the position. 

Mayor Wayne Kratzmann said Ms MacMillan was 
appointed following extensive consultations with 
Queensland Health last week, during discussions on 
the best way forward to keep a private hospital and 
visiting specialist facility open in the South Burnett. 

“Ms MacMillan comes highly recommended by 
Queensland Health due to her qualifications as a 
health specialist and her experience in developing 
hospitals and medical facilities,” Mayor Kratzmann 
said. 

“”Her initial role will be to consult with 
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Dr Des Wiggins

DC DO MPH MAppSc
35 years of experience in the Chiropractic and Osteopathic 

profession
Treatments consist of a combination of modalities 

including:
Heat, Massage, Mobilisation, Gentle Manipulation, 

Therapeutic Ultrasound, Interferential Current.

Wondai Clinic, 22 Burns Crescent

Ph 0437 411 164

FEBRUARY 2016 BOONDOOMA DAM FISHING COMPETITION

Boondooma Dam Yellowbelly Fishing Competition spokesman Terry Allwood says that with the lake fishing 
extremely well the 2016 event should set new records in both the long standing gilled and gutted section, as well 
as in the catch and release component. Cash and other prizes will be presented at the end of each of the three 
sessions as well as overall competition winners at the conclusion of the event.

Profits from the event are used to supplement fishing permit funds from the Queensland Government and to 
date approximately 4.5 million fingerlings have been stocked into Lake Boondooma.

The catch and release category targeting Australian Bass and Yellowbelly is open to all anglers who nominate. 
This category has been made possible by the generous sponsorship of Bass to Barra Outdoors and Greg Mitchell 
Plumbing.

The annual competition will be held on 13 and 14 February 2016. Entry costs for the February event will be $20 
for adults and $5 for juniors aged 16 years and under.

The ongoing support of our many generous sponsors will ensure that a wide range of prizes and lucky draws 
are available for all competitors. Lucky draws are held at the end of each fishing session and at the Friday night 
briefing. All presentations and lucky draws are conducted at the event headquarters at the stocking association 
clubhouse.

Food and drinks stalls will be provided by local community groups over the weekend and the great camping 
facilities provided by the South Burnett Regional Council will be available for campers staying at the lake.

The cost of camping fees and details of accommodation options at the lake can be found at website www.
southburnett.qld.gov.au or by ringing the Lake Boondooma Kiosk on (07) 4168 9694.

Additional information on the local area and past fishing competitions can be found on the Proston Online 
website, www.prostononline.info 

Please join us at Lake Boondooma for a family weekend of fishing and camping. For additional information 
please contact Terry Allwood on mobile 0400 860122.

Are you a retiree looking for something to make 
your day more fulfilling but not be too stressful?

How about working from 3-5 pm, 5 days per week (plus 
about 5 full days per week for two weeks of the year with 
breaks during school holidays).

Position available to an honest, trustworthy individual with 
nurturing attitude to walk children home after school and 
provide in-their-home care for two children (11 & 7) during 
school term, plus light cleaning and cooking weeknight 
meals for the children. 

Please apply in writing to PO Box 168, Murgon, QLD 4605.
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Valentine’s 
Day

February 14 is Valentine’s Day, and has long been 
associated with exchanging messages and gifts with 
a loved one.  There are varying opinions at to the 
origin of Valentine’s Day but many believe it dates 
back to the days of the Roman Empire.  Claudius II, 
instigator of many battles, needed soldiers in large 
numbers.  

He decreed there should be no marriages as 
young men were loathe to leave their wives and 
families to fight.  Valentine, a priest, defied this order, 
was jailed and condemned to death.  While awaiting 
execution, he was befriended by the prison guard’s 
daughter. Legend has it that he left a note to his 
friend thanking her for her friendship and loyalty, 
signing it “Love from your Valentine.”  Valentine died 
on February 14, 269AD and sometime later, Pope 
Gelasius honoured Valentine’s memory by making 
him a saint. 

Whatever the origins, Valentine’s Day has become 
a popular date on many calendars around the world. 
Whether you send a greeting in a card, buy flowers 
or arrange a special meal, the most important aspect 
of this day is to tell those special people in your lives 
how much they mean to you.

OFFICE Ph (07) 4168 2850
DENNIS Ph 4168 1979 - Mobile 0427 622 334    
STACEY Ph 4168 1181 - Mobile 0429 681 181

www.prattagencies.com.au

Real Estate - Livestock - Country Attire

VIEWS OF BARAMBAH CREEK
Low set timber home, 2 bedrooms fully built in with ceiling fans, 

lounge dining combined, wood heater, modern kitchen, fully painted, 
new floor coverings, 3 water tanks, 3.2 kw solar panels, water pump 

from Barambah creek to house yard, zincalume double garage-
workshop-with power, fenced yard, 4 bay machinery/hay shed with 
gates, timber stockyards,  loading ramp and crush, Property divided 
into 3 paddocks, improved pastures planted, 27 meg water allocation 
with 2 hydrant points for easy movability for irrigator. $395,000.00

Just Outside Town
Excellent house site near shed, 119 acres with 5 bay zinc shed with 

power, portable panel stock yards with head bale, 5000 gal rain water 
town plus 1000 gal tank with spring water, paddock divided into 2 

with fenced lane for easy access to stockyard with stock trough, dam 
plus 1 spring feed dam with a 5.5hp Honda pump, which pump water 

to 1000 gal tank at shed, school bus
$230,000.00

Office: (07) 4168 2850
Stacey: 0429 681 181

www.prattagencies.com.au
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GYMPIE/ SOUTH BURNETT HANDCRAFT AND 
CULTURAL COMMITTEE NEWS

The committee has resumed after the festive break and getting back to business. The planning has been done 
for a Handcraft School to be held in the Kingaroy QCWA rooms on the weekend of April 2nd and 3rd.There will be 
5 crafts taught:-Freestyle Embroidery, Knitting/ pattern reading, Candlewick, Stained Glass Patchwork and Beaded 
doll dress. The 2 days will cost $25 for cuppas and lunch. Kits for the crafts will be extra. There will be raffles, lucky 
draws and lots of laughter. The public is welcome to register for this, QCWA membership is not required.  

The first meeting for the year will be held in the Murgon CWA on Monday 8th February at 9.30am. This meeting 
will finalize the details of the craft weekend in April. Everyone is invited to attend. Bring along your lunch and 
sewing boxes, there will be some stitching taught after lunch. 

New members or visitors are always welcome. For further details contact Lois Thurecht 41623824. Happy 
stitching.

100 YEAR CELEBRATION
The Anglican Church of Epiphany Goomeri, in the parish 

of Barambah, will celebrate its centenary in 2016. The 
centenary will be celebrated on Sunday 13th March and will 
commence with a Eucharist Service at 10am, conducted 
by the most Reverend Dr. Phillip Aspinall, Archbishop of 
Brisbane. This will be followed by a shared basket lunch in 
the Goomeri Hall of Memory. We would be delighted if you 
are able to be with us on this special occasion. 

RSVP...20-2-2016. Phone Lesley 41684184 or Vonnie 
Hanwright, Secretary 41684300.

The LNP supports volunteer firies
The Palaszczuk Government has finally bowed 

to pressure and voted to give volunteer firefighters 
access to adequate workers compensation.

The Parliament has now passed a Bill to protect 
all Queensland firefighters who contract one of 12 
specified cancers in the course of protecting the 
community – without the need to fight 150 fires. 

The LNP has vowed not to give up the fight for 
Queensland’s 35,000 volunteer fire fighters and their 
families. Like the rest of Queensland, we respect the 
hard work and dedication that permanent, part-time, 
auxiliary and volunteer rural firefighters have. 

BUSINESS SERVICES/TAXATION ACCOUNTANT

Hobbs & Assoc Pty Ltd is a progressive accounting firm in the 
South Burnett. An opportunity exists for a Business Services/
Taxation Accountant/Bookkeeper to:

•  Enjoy a diverse range of tasks working with a wide variety of 
clients.

•  Prepare accounts, tax returns, BAS for sole traders, 
partnerships, trusts, companies, self-managed super funds.

• Be rewarded with a competitive salary.
• Continue to grow with ongoing professional training.

Please apply if you are:
•  Experienced for at least 1 year in public practice or 

bookkeeping roles;
• Proficient in Excel, Word, MYOB and/or Quickbooks;
•  Experienced in tax return preparation software, preferably 

Handi products;
• Easy going and eager to assist clients and colleagues.

This will be a full-time position.

For more information, check our 
website www.hobbsandassoc.com.au

Send applications or queries to admin@hobbsandassoc.com.au
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BRILLIANCE INSPIRED OTHERS
Colin James Birch 

Agronomist, academic Born: June 30, 1952, Kingaroy   Died: December 15, 2015, Toowoomba 
Colin was the eldest son of Jim Birch, a beef cattle farmer, and his wife Betty. He was educated at Johnston 

West State School and later transferred to Memerambi, in the South Burnett region. 

 
COLIN Birch’s passion for plants grew from a class project he undertook when in primary school in the small 

rural town of Memerambi. 
In about 1960, his school’s Project Club began to grow legumes and grasses as well as peanuts and a few 

cotton plants. This was, in Collin’s words, “all the rage” at the time. But Collin was never a follower of fashions. 
For him plant biology would become an intellectual pursuit, a devotion and a vocation. His library of literature on 
plants and crop science still includes his Project Club exercise books, containing some of his eldest scientific 
observations and plant specimens. 

He attended Kingaroy State High School in the 1960s, winning a scholarship to study agronomy at the 
University of Queensland, where he boarded at King’s college. After Graduation, he quickly launched a successful 
career as a crop agronomist. 

From 1974 until 1982, Colin worked in the fertiliser an agricultural chemicals industry. He prepared advisory 
materials and technical notes, participated in agricultural extension, liaised with other agricultural service 
companies, government departments and CSIRO.

From 1982 he worked in education and research at various tertiary institutions, where he taught agricultural 
and horticultural systems, agronomy, plant nutrition, crop modelling and related courses at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level. He started at the Queensland Agricultural College at Gatton, which was incorporated into the 
University of Queensland. 

He worked at UQ until 2008, when he was approved to become Leader of the Vegetable Centre of the 
University of Tasmania, based at its Cradle Coast Campus in Burnie. Here he was responsible for research, 
development and extension in Tasmania as well as collaborative work nationally and internationally. He was then 
centre’s leader until 2014, when he entered semi-retirement, although he remained professionally active and 
intellectually agile.

For three years until March 2015, he was Honorary reader at UQ’s School of Agriculture and Food Sciences. 
In January 2015, he became Associate Professor, Agricultural Systems at the University of Southern 

Queensland. 
Colin travelled extensively overseas conducting research in agricultural and horticultural systems, agronomy, 

plant nutrition and crop modelling at Wageningen University in the Netherlands, at the National Institute of 
Agronomic Research in France and at the US Department of Agriculture, Grassland, Water and Soil Research 
Centre in Texas. 
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In 1979 he was awarded his master’s in plant nutrition and in 1997 a PhD in agriculture from UQ. 
In 2008 he received the Ian Hamparsum Memorial Award for Outstanding Service to the Maize Industry. 
Colin was active in industry and professional bodies, holding executive positions in the Queensland and 

Tasmanian divisions of the Australian Institute of Agriculture and on several national conference organising 
committees. 

Dr Birch was published widely in scientific journals, conference papers, book chapters and more than 40 other 
publications and prepared several distance education packages. 

In 2013, he was honoured to be elected a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Agriculture and of the Queensland 
Academy of Arts and Science.  

His position at the University of Southern Queensland was within the National Centre of Engineering in 
Agriculture and emphasised soil and irrigation management, agronomy, agricultural systems and modelling. While 
also mentoring young staff and assisting them with their career development, his responsibilities focused on 
research, postgraduate supervision, project management and development of project proposals, especially projects 
for the Australian Centre for International Agriculture Research. He also edited a volume of Acta Horticulturae 
arising from the 2014 International Horticultural Congress in Brisbane. 

Dr Birch was the leader of centre-funded projects in Papua New Guinea, Laos and Cambodia. The ongoing 
PNG project aims to increase vegetable production in the Central Province to supply Port Moresby markets. 

Colin was a modest man. In many ways he was brilliant not only in mind but also in emotional strength. He had 
a calming influence on those around him and demonstrated great resilience, self-control and discipline. He took 
pride in his powers of concentration and his steel- trap mind. Beneath his knowledge and experience lay a solid 
humanitarian motivation to help poorer peoples to help themselves, through innovative and sustainable farming 
practises. 

Supporting the frequent-flying field scientist was his wife, Rosemary, whom he met in 1990 and married in 
1991. They had two children together, Byrenn and Loralea, adding to Rosemary’s four children. Over a quarter of 
a century, they were, in Rosemary’s words, “meshed together”. Together they made more than one home for their 
family, finally building a large home at Top Camp, south of Toowoomba, for their twilight years, where Colin had 
created a beautiful garden. 

Learning was always central to Colin’s life and livelihood and in turn he nurtured love of learning in his children. 
Over the years he encouraged all his children through university and supported Rosemary’s further studies in 

social welfare. He was a great listener and sounding board and gave advice willingly when asked. 
Dr Birch died suddenly and senselessly due to complications after a hernia operation in December. His family 

received condolences and tributes from around the world following his unexpected death.
He was highly respected as a colleague, teacher, mentor and friend. Many people worldwide expressed their 

gratitude for his knowledgeable authority, quiet demeanour, assured leadership and steadfast friendship. 
Professionally, Dr Birch will be remembered for his many scientific contributions to farming, agronomy and 

agriculture. He was an imposing figure, tall and solid, yet gentle and placid. A generous and dignified man, his 
reassuring presence was felt during difficult times. 

His work will live on through his colleagues and students and in his many publications.
A dedicated family man, Colin is survived by his wife Rosemary, his children and their families, including 

grandchildren Hunter, Luca, Molly, Will, Izzy, Ruby-jean, Rosa-Mae and Jessica. 
Editors Footnote: It was my pleasure to have spoken with Colin at the Moffatdale School Centenary recently 

and he is in the above school photo of the past pupils of Johnstown West School including my wife Glenda (nee 
Pearson) and her sister Jan. Colin much like his father in build (big tall Jim Birch) is the tall gentleman in the back 
row.

A six year old boy was standing with his father in front of the polar bear 
enclosure at the zoo. The father was telling the boy how dangerous the polar 
bears were and that of all the animals in the zoo, they were the ones most feared 
by the zoo keepers.

Eventually the boy said, ‘ Dad if the polar bear escapes and eats you up....?’
Yes son?’
Which bus do I catch home?’
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FAREWELL TO THE BROTHERS & THANKYOU
In the history of the 

Catholic Church there have 
been men and women whose 
charismatic personality, 
actions, writings and above 
all else their faith in Jesus 
Christ, have inspired people 
to forgo the experience of 
marriage, wealth and certain 
other freedoms so to proclaim 
the Kingdom of God here on 
earth.  One such person was 
Blessed Edmund Rice whose 
followers have ministered 
in this parish since 1999.  
We give recognition to their 
ministry and express our 
gratitude to the Christian 
Brothers for their presence among us these last 16 years. as we farewell them from Murgon.

Their founder, Blessed Edmund Rice, was born in1762 in Callan Ireland. As a young man, he was drawn to 
Waterford, a busy port on the south east coast of Ireland, where he worked for his uncle, Michael Rice, a wealthy 
merchant. This was the time when the anti-Catholic Penal Laws were in full force.  Catholics were not allowed 
to own large pieces of land and were educated in hedge schools, as they were not allowed to be educated in 
established schools.

Upon his Uncle’s death, he inherited the business.  In 1787, he married Mary Elliot.  Mary tragically died in 
1789, that momentous year in European history.

Edmund then decided that he was called to serve the poor.  He wanted to challenge the structural injustice 
of the day that prevented the poor Irish Catholics from obtaining an education and improving the quality of their 
lives.  He decided to found a religious congregation that gave young men dignity through education.  He wanted 
to emphasize the virtues of compassion, liberation and presence. In 1802 after having closed his business, he 
opened a school for boys just outside Waterford.

In 1868, the Christian Brothers, under the leadership of Brother Ambrose Treacy, came to Australia where they 
established schools throughout the country.

In 1998 Paul Wilson, who was then a brother came to Cherbourg in response to a request as to how the 
Brothers could serve the community, particularly in regard to youth issues.  He met with Lauren Blow, her daughter 
Iris and her sister Judith.

By 1999, Paul had been employed by the Education Queensland as part of behaviour management to draw up 
a plan to help indigenous youth who were dropping out of the school system.

In 2000, Paul was joined by Brothers Richard Walsh and Mick Ryan, Lay volunteers, inspired by the founder 
of the Christian Brothers, Blessed Edmund Rice, also came to support the ministry and formed the Edmund Rice 
ministry family.  They have been heavily involved with the Brother’s ministry throughout their time in Murgon.

Close collaboration was formed in the early years with the local YACCA and Rhonda Sandow was appointed 
the Principal Indigenous Advisor and was a close friend of the Brothers.  By 2002, the Brothers in partnership 
with Education Queensland had established the Annexe program to provide an alternative education program 
for disenfranchised Aboriginal youth in Cherbourg and the local area.  The Brothers partnership with the Annexe 
continued until 2007 after which it was fully taken over by the Department and the Brothers focused on Aboriginal 
youth who were not being catered for by the Annexe.

In 2001, Br Mick Harvey came to Murgon and has worked in the Learning Support Centre at Saint Josephs 
where he worked patiently with students with special needs.  He officially retired in 2014 but continued to assist at 
the school and with other events in the community.

In 2003, Br Marty Sanderson joined the Edmund Rice family community and was originally part of the Annexe 
staff.  In more recent years, he has been closely involved with the YACCAprogramme, the Ration Shed and many 
other Government programs and other community initiatives that support Aboriginal youth in Cherbourg and the 
district.
Photo L-R : Father Michael Carroll, Brother Marty Sanderson, Brother Mick Harvey and teacher Eric Law.
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Peter Lyon and Robyn Choi have claimed victory in spectacular style at the 2015 Greg Norman Junior Masters 
celebrating 25 years of the prestigious Queensland junior event.

Lyon and Choi overcame their opponents during four intense days at Palmer Gold Coast and Palmer Colonial 
this week.

Over 224 eager and aspiring junior golfers from around Queensland participated in the 25th commemorative 
year of event with each of the six divisions reduced by 60% after 54 holes on Thursday, leaving the leading 40% of 
players in each division plus ties.

Peter Lyon has finally had his break-through win claiming the boys’ championship title over Charles Pilon (Hills) 
after a gruelling six-hole playoff.

Carding rounds of 70-70-72, Lyon headed into the final round as the overnight leader with Pilon trailing by one 
shot. A double-bogey on the first hole was quickly forgotten as Lyon followed up with three birdies and two bogeys 
to finish with 73. Pilon’s burning desire to take home a title after finishing runner-up to Louis Dobbelaar during last 
week’s QLD Boy’s Amateur was ignited making four birdies, two bogeys, and a double bogey to put both players 
and playing partner Lachlan Barker (Glenelg) in a three-way tie heading down the 18th

Robyn Choi capped off a stellar year winning the girls’ championship after already claiming three prestigious 
titles within the past months including the Katherine Kirk Classic, Queensland Amateur (Matchplay), and 
Queensland Girls’ Amateur.

Robyn has been the commanding force in Queensland Women’s golf this year with a score of 9-under and 
rounds of 67-71-76-68 (282) to take out the title, a single shot ahead of fellow friend and state team member Kirsty 
Hodgkins (Redcliffe) displaying consistent rounds of 70-68-75-70.

Choi said she was “nervous but confident” with Hodgkins leading by one shot heading into the final round at 
Palmer Colonial. Choi’s exceptional five-under round included an eagle, four birdies and a bogey; a round much 
to be desired by all golfers. An eagle on the final nine further ignited Choi’s confidence with a chip-in on twelve 
putting the pressure on Hodgkins to deliver. Hodgkins returned with a consistent round which included four birdies 
and a bogey finishing 8-under for the tournament, and one shot away from the championship

Overall Boys Champion - Peter Lyon (285)    Boys Runner-Up - Charles Pilon (285)



16

Overall Girls Champion - Robyn Choi (282)  Girls Runner-Up - Kirsty Hodgkins (283)
15 Years & Under Boys winner - Louis Dobbelaar (292) 
15 Years & Under Girls winner - Min Kewon (293)
13 Years & Under Boys winner - Elvis Smylie (302)13 Years & Under Girls winner - Lion Higo (315)
The Queensland Boy’s and Girl’s Amateur Championship is set to move to Bargara Golf Club and will be held 

from Tuesday 28th June until Friday 1st July 2016. 
Following consultation between Golf Queensland and Bargara Golf Club it was agreed that the Queensland 

Boy’s and Girl’s Amateur will replace the Bargara Junior Open Classic from next year.
With this change, the Bargara Junior Open Classic will no longer run in its current format from 2016.
Luke Bates, Golf Queensland’s Manager of Golf Operations, said, “Golf Queensland and Bargara Golf Club see 

this as positive step to growing junior golf in the State.”
“The Junior Open Classic has been a prominent event over the past 27 years for junior golfers and Golf 

Queensland looks forward to continuing this legacy with Bargara Golf Club.”
Don McKewen, President of Bargara Golf Club said, “The Board welcomes this change and the benefits that a 

junior state championship will bring to the region. 
“This is a great achievement for our club and recognises the hard work of a dedicated team which has 

successfully run the three-day Bargara Junior Open Classic for 27 years.”
In 2011, the Bargara Golf Club hosted the Queensland Boy’s and Girl’s Amateur and it was well received by 

both players and parents. The 2015 Queensland Boy’s and Girl’s Amateur Championship was held at Indooroopilly 
Golf Club from 7 to 9 December.

Date claimer
18 March, QLD Indigenous Championships, Murgon Golf Club

Body Corporate Issues 
The Commercial and Property Law Research Centre of the Queensland University of Technology (QUT) is 

reviewing a number of body corporate issues as part of a broad, independent review of Queensland property laws.
QUT is currently seeing feedback from unit owners, committees and body corporate professionals about their 

experiences in running a body corporate.
Persons with an interest in body corporate matters are invited to make a submission in response to an issues 

paper that has been released by QUT about a range of procedural and administrative issues for body corporates. 
To have your say please visit:  www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/community-consultation/community-

consultation-activities    Submissions close on 22 February 2016. 
Jeff Seeney MP – Member for Callide

BIG SHED HAPPENS 5/3/2016
63 Flowers Road, Caboolture.
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MURGON - 56 Douglas Street Ph 07 4168 1277
WONDAI - 66 Mackenzie Street Ph 07 4168 5733

KINGAROY - 163 Youngman Street Ph 07 4162 4999

OPENING DAY FOR PAUL HALSE

On Saturday 21Nov, eight men from the Murgon Mens Shed set up and manned the BBQ at the opening day 
for Barambah Tyre Service. Paul Halse and his wife Marcie have recently taken over the dealership and wanted 
to celebrate with the town. It was a great day had by all considering the short time he had to organise it. Victor 
Bray and his racing crew were there showing their drag cars with numerous burnouts. Victor has been in the drag 
car scene for some time now. Vic-tor has always been a country boy at heart and it was great to see him here in 
Murgon. 

He had two funny cars with him, the yellow was powered by15000 to 18000 hp and the blue powered by 4000 
hp. 

Paul and Marcie are determined to put a bigger and better show on next year and that this day will be on the 
Murgon calendar as an event not to be missed.
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The upgraded Murgon Jubilee Swimming Pool has given local man Peter Law a new lease on life. 
The Murgon man, who was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis in 2007, has been using the pool daily to improve 

his muscle tone, strength and energy. 
The former truck driver and takeaway shop operator, was forced to give up work more than five years ago due 

to the severity of his condition, which has caused muscle wasting, weakness, vision problems and extreme fatigue. 
He now uses a combination of an electronic wheelchair, scooter and wheelie walker to get around, and is cared 

for by his partner Roxanne. 
“It’s the most debilitating disease, because your mind is active but your body no longer allows you to do 

anything,” he says. “I was once a fit and strong man, but the MS has turned me into a weakling. It’s very 
frustrating.” 

However, Mr Law, 56, has grown stronger in body and mind since the Murgon Pool reopened last month. 
The $1.2 million upgrade included the addition of a Para Mobility Pool and Spa Hoist, which allows people in 

wheelchairs or with physically limiting conditions, to get in and out of pools easily, without any manual lifting. 
That enabled Mr Law to exercise safely for the first time since his diagnosis. 
“My exercise physiologist designed exercises for me to do in the water because it would be weightless, and 

there is no risk of falling over,” he says. “I could get into the pool okay, but I couldn’t get out without using the hoist. 
I reckon it’s a great service for the community.” 

Mr Law visits the pool daily from Monday to Friday, and his exercises include walking laps of the pool and doing 
squats. 

At first, manager Lori Hall had to help him use the hoist to get out of the pool. 
“I told Lori my goal was to get out of the pool by myself without using that thing,” he says. “Now I can manage 

to get out by myself, so the difference is amazing. My goal has changed to getting fitter and stronger.” 
Mr Law says his muscle tone, energy and mood has improved since he started his daily exercise routine in 

October. 
“It was hard at first, but I look forward to my pool sessions now,” he says. “I think more people should know 

about the hoist and the facilities. There are toilets and showers for people in wheelchairs and scooters. It’s 
wonderful. There must be a lot of people in the community who would benefit.” 

There is no charge to use the hoist, although it is advisable to phone manager Lori Hall to ensure a trained staff 
member is available to help at the time residents wish to use the equipment. For details, phone 07 4168 1754.
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Roadworks in your Area
DRIVE WITH CAUTION

 Tingoora Chelmsford Road – Realignment 
 Additional protected flora has been identified within the 

construction area on the Tingoora Chelmsford Road curve 
realignment, west of the Tingoora Loop Road. 

The discovery has postponed the programmed work for 
approximately one month. 

As a result, normal traffic conditions in this area now apply. 
The road was reopened to traffic on Thursday 28 January 
2016. Further advice will be provided when Council plans to 
temporarily close this section again. 

Reconstruction of a 600m section of Tingoora Chelmsford 
Road south of the Springs Rd and Old Chelmsford Rd 
intersection has subsequently been brought forward and will 
start today,1 February 2016. 

Construction work will include earthworks, gravel 
pavement, bitumen sealing and line marking. 

It is expected the work will take approximately two months. 
During this reconstruction work, traffic can still travel 

through the Tingoora Chelmsford Road; however there 
may be minor delays. Residents with concerns during the 
construction period should contact the onsite supervisor. 

General enquiries can be made through Council’s 
Customer Service Centres or by phoning 4189 9100. 

 Mt McEuen Rd (Sealed Pavement Rehabilitation) 
South Burnett Regional Council has programmed to 

commence road works on Mt McEuen Road, Mt McEuen on 
27 January 2016. Works will take place between 1.180 km to 
2.260 km. 

The project includes pavement rehabilitation of an existing 
seal of a section between Wondai Proston Road & Dip Road. 
Construction work will include earthworks, gravel pavement, 
bitumen sealing. 

It is expected the work will be completed early March 2016 
During construction, traffic can still travel this section 

however may encounter minor delays. For local residents with 
concerns during the construction period please contact the 
onsite supervisor. 

We thank you in advance for your patience. 
Further enquires please contact Customer Service on 

4189 9100.

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 3BRM HOME WITH SHED
Renovated to cater for anyone requiring wheelchair access. timber ramp at 
the back of the home. Renovated kitchen.  Spacious bedrooms with built in 
cupboards. Two toilets. Closed in garage attached allowing you undercover 

entry directly to the home. Large shed and fully fenced. $210,000

3BRMS+OFFICE-NEW PAINT & CARPETS
Three bedrooms, new carpets throughout and new vinyl in the kitchen/dining. 

Downstairs features the fourth bedroom. Repainted inside and outside. Kitchen 
is open plan with plenty of cupboard space. Split system a/c. Fully fenced 

$199,000

HOUSE-SHED-DECK & FULLY FENCED.  
Spacious bedrooms with new carpet and a/c in the main bedroom. Kitchen with 
ample cupboard space and gas cook top stove. Separate lounge room complete 

with a reverse cycle a/c and wood heater. Back timber deck and fully fenced. 
Rain water tank off the back of the home Double bay colourbond shed complete 

with power. $175,000 Neg
 

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock 

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock 
86 Lamb Street, Murgon Qld 4605. P.O.Box 377

Ph: 0741681600, Fax: 0741681542
Mobile: 0407097109, 

Email: dianne.acrelivestock@bigpond.com

4 BRM IMMACULATE HOME-QUIET LOCATION
Renovated four bedroom home. Polished floors in the lounge and 

dining. Bathroom with bath and separate shower.  This home has been 
fully rewired and re plumbed.  Gas hot water system and a water tank 

with a pressure pump. Timber deck off the back of the home. Lockable 
shed with a roller door and laundry area.  Single car carport attached 

to the shed. $189,000 
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Weaner Steers $3.95 c/kg.
The last sale for 2015 on 15th December saw 450 yarded.  The market remained strong throughout.  With 

some processors taking a break over Christmas not all the regular buyers were in attendance.  Cattle were drawn 
from Eidsvold, Gayndah, Coringa, Durong, Nanango, Kingaroy, Kilkivan & locally.  

Charbray steers from Murgon sold to $2.80 c/kg returning $1696.00.  Santa cross steers from Yarraman sold 
for $1810.00 at $2.75 c/kg.  Bulls sold to $2.55 and $2141.00.  Heavy Cows topped at $2.38 c/kg and $1328.00 
averaging $2.19 c/kg.  Cows 400 to 500 kg averaged $2.17.  Lighter cows under 400 kg sold to $1.88 c/kg.  

408 kg Charolais steers a/c V Browning Moffatdale sold for $1265.00 at $3.10 c/kg.  Brahman cross steers 
weighing 405 kg from Cloyna sold for $1325.00 and $3.27 c/kg.  Charolais cross steers from Booubyjan sold for 
$1529.00 at $3.29 c/kg.  G & F Stumm Goomeri sold Charolais steers weighing 408 kg for $1286.00 at $3.15 
c/kg.  Daddamarine Trust Booubyjan sold Charbray steers for $1055.00 at $3.18 c/kg.  R & F Nichol “Washpool” 
Durong sold 2 pens of Charolais cross weaner steers for $952.00 (3.49) & $775.00 (3.39).  322 kg Brahman cross 
steers from Redgate sold for $999.00 and $310 for 310 kg.  J & B Smith Brigooda sold 238 kg Droughtmaster 
weaner steers for $939.00 at $3.95 c/kg.  I Francis Windera sold 2 pens of Brangus Heifers for $1173.00 (3.04) & 
$1015.00 (2.89).  437 kg Senepol Heifers from P Dickman sold to $1282.00 and $2.93 c/kg.  A draft of 40 No 3 & 
4 Santa Heifers from G & T Campbell Paradise Dam Coringa sold for an average of $787.00 at $2.77 c/kg, selling 
to a top of $834.00 and $2.89 c/kg.  2 pens of Charbray weaner Heifers from Durong sold for $3.03 c/kg returning 
$758.00 & 670.00.  224 kg Droughtmaster weaner Heifers sold for $693.00 at $3.09 c/kg.  Brangus cross weaner 
Heifers from Gayndah sold for $590.00 (2.92) & $552.00 (2.96).  Charolais Cows & Calves sold to $1930.00.

 
What did the market do in 2016 after record prices in 2015 ?  

Murgon Bullocks $1889.00
650 were yarded in Murgon with values fully firm throughout for all descriptions.  Recent rainfalls reduced 

numbers slightly.  Cows and Heifers in general saw slight improvements.  Cattle were drawn from Eidsvold, 
Mundubbera, Gayndah, Biggenden, Mt Perry, Gunalda, Boondooma, Nanango, Kingaroy & locally. 

Euro cross Bullocks from Manumbar sold for $2.84 c/kg for $1889.00.  G & A Silburn Murgon sold 540 kg 
Droughtmaster Bullocks for $1474.00 at $2.78 c/kg.  512 kg Angus cross steers a/c Campview Grazing Manumbar 
sold for $2.88 c/kg returning $1477.00.  555 kg Romagnola steers from C & E McInerney Manyung sold for $2.79 
c/kg and $1549.00.  

6 tooth Charbray heifers from Emjay Charbrays Goomeri sold for $1577.00 at $2.70 c/kg.  Cows topped 
at $2.50 & 1712.00.  Banksia Hay Murgon sold Brahman Cows for $1354.00 at $2.46 c/kg.  Santa Cows from 
Wilbemalyka Murgon sold for $2.45 returning $1324.00.  Cows over 500 kg averaged $2.47 c/kg.  Cows in the 400 
– 500 kg Bracket sold to $2.42 averaging $2.26 c/kg.  Lighter Cows under 400 kg averaged $1.96 c/kg.  

Heavy Bulls topped at $2.50 c/kg & $1977.00.  Medium weight Bulls 450-699 kg sold to $2.40 averaging $2.22 
c/kg.  

S Harch Nanango sold 426 Droughtmaster steers for $3.19 c/kg to return $1360.00.  400kg Droughtmaster 
steers from Stonelands sold for $1260.00 at $3.15 c/kg.  475 kg Santa cross steers a/c D Pearce Booubyjan 
sold for $1506.00 at $3.17 c/kg.  2 pens of Charbray steers a/c K Cummings Coringa sold for $1032.00 (3.30) & 
$767.00 (3.30).  297 kg Santa weaner steers a/c R Crawford Murgon sold for $916.00 at $3.08.  Charbray weaner 
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Lily Ponds A-La Carte Licensed Restaurant
Open to the Public Mon- Thurs nights from 6.00pm

Bookings preferred- ph: 4168 1400.

steers from Ray Nichol Biggenden sold for $964.00 at $3.24 c/kg.  Charolais cross weaner steers from N Sarquis 
Kingaroy sold for $932.00 (3.27) & $648.00 (3.30).  232 kg Santa weaner steers a/c A Wessling Murgon sold for 
$744.00 at $3.20 c/kg.  

B Knight Manumbar sold 435 kg Charolais heifers for $1327.00 and $3.05 c/kg.  B & N DeCalewe Nanango 
sold 390 kg Droughtmaster heifers for $1205.00 and $3.09 c/kg.  369 kg Charolais heifers sold to $3.14 c/kg 
returning $1159.00.  A line of 60 Angus/Murray Grey heifers from R Creagh Boondooma sold for an average of 
$3.08 c/kg and $724.00, topping at $3.14 c/kg and $777.00.  2 Pens of Euro cross weaner heifers sold for $746.00 
(3.02) & $418.00 (3.14).  

A small number of Cows & Calves were yarded selling to $1375.00.

  

Nev Jorgensen invites all men & young blokes to our 47th. Meeting,  Saturday 6th February 4.00 PM TO 7.00PM. 
at Phil Matthews Shed at 1008 Kumbia  Rd. Haly Creek.

Grazier & Horse Breeder
Kingaroy, Bunya H/way left Stuart Valley drv. Continue 18k’s turn right at Ellesmere School first farm on

right 1008
See an impressive display of over 30 horses & foals, saddles & bridles.

Phil will tell of the amazing way he & Linda came to achieve their ambition of owning land & breeding stock 
horses for sale.

Cost:  $15.00,   UNDER 15’s FREE, RSVP:  2nd. February 2016
Nev Jorgensen  41 622 009 Lester Folker 41 621 833 Don Larsen 41627130

  
On Saturday 6th February 2016 (same night as the S.B. Shed Men’s evening & same property-see Shed Men 

flyer for directions or CATCH THE BUS 3.15PM GLENDON STREET $5.00

 Glenice Larsen invites all Ladies to join us at Linda Matthews’ Home, 1008 Kumbia Road, Haly Creek.
‘Renovate & Renew’ Time 4 – 7 pm, Please bring a plate (finger food) to share.

Please phone Glenice on (07) 4162 7130 for more information. RSVP:  2nd. February 2016
‘You are wonderfully and beautifully made’

Men and Young Men’s Fashion, Workwear,
Sportswear, Surfwear, Formal Hire, In House Embroidery 

87 Lamb Street Murgon. 4605 
Ph/ Fax: 07 4168 1355

Ah: 07 4168 1149, Mob: 0417 608 929 
E-Mail: marksmith@burnett.net.au

SHED HAPPENS!!!!
South Burnett Shed Men

Ladies Night Out
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CHIROPRACTORS in Murgon
Dr Allan Lambert and Dr Ashley Lambert 
Dr Allan Lambert from Woombye Chiropractic who has been Practising in 
Murgon since 1984, welcomes his son Dr Ashley Lambert who will be visiting 
Murgon monthly.  

New Hours
Dr Allan Lambert on the 2nd Friday each month, 10.30am-6pm
Dr Ashley Lambert on the last Thursday of each month, 1pm-5pm

Address: CWA Hall Macallister Street Murgon
For appointments phone Woombye Chiropractic on 07 5442 2144

TICK LINE MEETINGS DRAW LARGE CROWDS
Meetings across the region have been drawing large crowds as producers come together for more information 

on the proposed new tick line regulations and maps. Thank-you to Agforce Durong, the Crows Nest Rocky 
Clearing Dip Committee and producers from Barkers Creek-Yarraman region who invited me to their meetings. 
And with the Agriculture Minister bowing to pressure and finally acknowledging that the original deadline of 31 
January was too short for the tick line consultation, several more meetings are now planned for other sections of 
the line over coming weeks. I welcome the extension of the time for public consultation to 29th February and I’d 
encourage every grazier and landholder who stands to be affected to let the government know exactly how they 
feel.

What I’m hearing at the meetings I’ve attended is that each section of the line has its own specific issues and 
I believe there is room for the Department to negotiate solutions with producers in certain sections of the line, 
rather than trying to impose a one size fits all approach. To access the online survey and maps, go to https://
www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au/gi/consultation/2806/view.html. For a hard copy of the survey, please call the 
Department of Agriculture on 13 25 23.

Reminder
Youth Parliament Nominations - Young Queenslanders aged 15 to 25 are encouraged to become involved 

and and learn first-hand about parliamentary processes. Closes 5pm on 25 February 2016
National Stronger Regions Fund - Federal grant to fund major capital projects. Closes 15 March 2016.
Deb Frecklington, Member for Nanango. PO Box 1158, Kingaroy, Qld 4610

AMAZING MEN
These days there are so many tools that are automated. Machinery just made 

for every job to make things easy for us. It is hard to imagine there would be some 
men wanting to go back to using hand tools but the men from Murgon MS seem 
to enjoy doing just that. 

The inside of the water trough was adzed to an even surface. The timber for 
the horse drawn vehicles have been trimmed by using hand tools e.g. hammer 
and chisel, hand saw etc., and the men are enjoying every minute of the 
restoration. 

The construction of the wheels is well under way; this will be the biggest 
challenge. Iron bark, bark has been collected to fire up and heat the steel tyre 
(which is 6mm smaller than the wheel) at about 600 degrees, heat makes the 
steel expand, larger than the wheel. They will then fit the steel tyre over the wheel. 
Once the tyre is in place around the wheel, it is quickly cooled with water, where 
it will shrink and pull everything together. This is how the old timers fitted the tyres 
and these talented men are going to replicate this practice. 

Honestly, they never cease to amaze me commented Paul Pfeffer. Story and 
photo’s courtesy Murgon Mens Shed Newsletter.



23

OPERATION CRIMP 
also known as the Battle of the Ho Bo Woods
Vietnam 14th January 1966

In January 1966 the 1st Battalion Royal Australian Regiment took part in an Airmobile assault by two brigades 
under the command of the US 1st Infantry Division, targeting known Viet Cong headquarters in Binh Duong 
Province. It was the largest military operation to have taken place in Vietnam up till that time.

By the time the Operation was concluded 1 RAR had unearthed an extensive bunker system which contained 
hospitals and was defended by punji stakes and booby traps. The RAR methods were at odds with those used by 
US troops in so far as the Australians used minor tactics to keep the enemy on the defensive. As a consequence 
they were able to unearth a vast quantity of documents-well over 100,000, tons of rice, equipment and a large 
number of civilians detained for questioning.

1 RAR returned to Bien Hoa on the 14th of January and by the time the Operation concluded only a fraction 
of the known tunnel network had been destroyed and it wasn’t until the end of the war that it was learnt that the 
system at Cu Chi actually covered more than 200km of tunnels.
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AUSTRALIA DAY IN MURGON
Australia Day in Murgon was celebrated with a breakfast including Sausages, Bacon and Eggs and tea and 

coffee and listening to the background music provided by the Stolzenberg brothers.
A flag raising ceremony was performed by Mr Trevor Sanderson while the National Anthem was played.

The large gathering were welcomed by Councillor Kathy Duff and Mr Ritchie 
O’Neill and Father Michael Carroll delivered the blessing. 

Mr Ritchie O,Neill then introduced our Guest Speaker Mr Waverley Stanley, 
former Murgon school student and now Founding Director of Yalai organization.

Waverley delivered a highly professional and motivated speech calling on 
all Australians to band together for the good of all cultures and create a better 
Australia.

Special thanks to the South Burnett Regional Council for sponsoring the 
Australia Day function for all to enjoy. 

After the presentation of awards the gathering reaffirmed their Australian 
Citizenship and Coucillor Kathy Duff read out special Australia Day messages 
from Mr Warren Truss, (Federal Member for Wide Bay and Deputy Prime 
Minister) and from Mr Jeff Seeney, (our Queensland Government representative 
and member for Callide)

Murgon Business & Development  Association Awards

Photo L-R: Councillor Kathy Duff, Rebecca Rynne, Emily Kinsella, David Mollenhauer, Courtney Sippel, Paul 
Pffefer, Alicia Pidgeon, Leo Geraghty.

Front L-R: Oriel Black, Edna O’Neill, Col Pidgeon
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Senior Ambassador – ORIEL BLACK

Oriel is an active member of the Lutheran 
Church Guild and also continues to deliver Meals 
on Wheel and has done so for the last twenty 
years. Oriel worked for the Blue Care Thrift Shop 
as a Volunteer for 12 to 15 years. Oriel has 
been volunteering for the Qld Dairy & Heritage 
Museum for the last fifteen years. She has been 
the official Providor since 2007 and continues 
to organise all of the catering for the Museum. 
One of the major catering jobs for the Museum 
has been the American Student Ambassador 
Program which has happened each year for 6 
weeks during the months of June and July. Since 
the commencement of this program in 1999 
there have been approximately 15000 students 
who have all been provided meals for by Oriel 
with help from other Museum Volunteers. Oriel 
orders, collects and organises all of the food 
for this program and all of the events that are 
held at the Qld Dairy & Heritage Museum.  The 
student program has raised a total of $53,052 
since it began. In a recent Murgon Moments an 
extract from the Museum Minutes was printed 
“The Museum members are grateful for the 
commitment shown by Oriel Black, over the 
period of the visits and we will be forever grateful 

for her dedication and for her leadership in raising funds for the Museum. Thank you, Oriel.

Junior Ambassador for Murgon – REBEECA RYNNE

On Speech Night Rebeeca received  subject 
awards for Maths B, Physics, Physical Education, 
English, Legal Studies and Biology.

- Caltex Best All Rounder Award
- AFD Longtan teamwork and Leadership 

Award
-Coombes Family Excellence in Science 

Award
- Open Girls age champion for Swimming, 

Cross Country and Athletics
- and was awarded 2015 School Dux.

She was also a House captain at Murgon 
State High, Interact Director for Sport and Health 
and Represented Wide Bay in Squash at the 
state Championships.

Rebeeca also received the Pierre de 
Coubertin Award from the Olympic council in 
2015.

She was sponsored by the Murgon Lions Club and has just returned from a month in NZ on an International 
Youth Exchange.
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Senior Sportsperson or Administrator - ALICIA PIDGEON

Winner also of the South Burnett Sportsperson of the Year (Coach/Official 
or Administrator) 

Alicia started with the Murgon Senior Rugby League Football Club Under 
the Presidency of Bill Adcock in 1994. At that time there was only one other 
woman involved in the care of the players and she approached Bill and asked 
if she was able to donate her time to the team as a massage therapist to help 
her gain experience as she had just recently completed her qualification. She 
asked him if it was OK for her to go into the dressing sheds as that wasn’t 
common at all then and his reply was that if I was prepared to go in there, 
he wasn’t about to stop me! In 1997, Alicia completed her Sports Medicine 
Australia’s Level 1 First Aid Officers course and continues to help the 
Mustangs Senior Team.  Alicia was selected to look after the South Burnett 
Senior Representative Side and did so for six years straight and for the last 4 
years she has travelled with the Wide Bay Country side. In 1999, Alicia was 
selected as chosen as the South Burnett Trainer of the year. Alicia has been 
Secretary of the Senior Club for 9 years (1998-2004, 2007) and I was also 
Murgon Junior Secretary in 2012. She was also the South Burnett delegate 
from Murgon Seniors in those years. Alicia has fund raised for both clubs over 
the years selling mostly Doubles & $100 boards. Alicia completed her  Level 2 
First Aid Officer qualification at ST Lucia University in 2003 and will renew this 
qualification again in November 2015. In 2004, the club made the decision to 
take an under 19 team to the Sunshine Coast and traveled to Noosa to bolster 

the player numbers in their club right throughout their grades for three years. In 2008, Along with Skippy Exelby, 
Alicia helped plan and run the Centenary of League Dinner for South Burnett which was a roaring success and 
won the South Burnett Australia Day Event of the Year 2009. The event was organised with no meetings, just text 
messages, emails & phone calls. In 2014, Alicia was instated as the South Burnett Rugby League First Aid Officer 
Co-ordinator, to assist all of the First Aid Officers in our local competitions with education & support to assist them 
in being able to perform their chosen volunteered tasks at the level set down by the NRL. This year Alicia has also 
joined the local St. John’s Ambulance crew to gain more medical knowledge and experience and she is currently 
studying to be a First Responder.

Junior Sportsperson –COURTNEY SIPPEL

Winner of also the South Burnett Junior Sportsperson of the Year 
Courtney started playing cricket at the age of 6 in a mostly boys competition here 

in the South Burnett. She represented Wide Bay in the 12&U school cricket from age 
10-12, captaining the team in Yr 6, and co-captaining in Yr 7. Courtney was selected 
in the Qld 12&U cricket team in 2012 and 2013, and the Qld Cricket U15 team in 
2014 & 2015. At the National Championships in 2014, Courtney was named in the 
Team of the Championships and selected in a 20 girl squad to train for 4 days at the 
National Cricket Centre.

She has represented WB in the Qld Jnr Championships, a Club carnival hosting 
144 children. In 2013, Courtney was the only girl and returned her best figures for the 
carnival of 4 wickets for 5 runs off 8 overs against Brisbane North. Courtney opened 
the bowling at this carnival and the subsequent carnival in 2014. She has again been 
selected to play for WB in the 2015 QJC.

Courtney plays senior cricket for Murgon & District Cricket Club. Due to excellent 
numbers of children wanting to play for Murgon, Courtney offered to give up her spot 
in the junior team so that others could have more chance to compete.

She was awarded the Murgon SHS Sportswoman of the Year for 2 consecutive 
years in 2014 & 2015.

She has represented WB at the State Athletics in 2014 & 2015 for 100m, 200m, Triple Jump and Long Jump. 
She has been Age Champion for her school for the past 6 years, and Age Champion at SB level for the past 2. 
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Courtney returns to Moffatdale SS for the Barambah Cluster Athletics Carnival where she assists with time keeping 
and running field events

She has represented WB 12&u in touch football from ages 10-12. Courtney is currently coaching touch football 
to the children of Cloyna SS. While at Moffatdale SS, Courtney was a member of the Barambah Bouncers, a 
demonstration skipping team who travelled around the South Burnett and beyond promoting the benefits of a 
healthy lifestyle for Jump Rope for Heart.

Courtney is a Level 4 gymnast and holds a Brown Belt with Black Tips in Shorinjiryu Karate.

Senior Arts & Cultural Award- EDNA O’NEILL

Edna O’Neill is renowned for her success in show cooking 
competitions throughout the South Burnett and the Brisbane Exhibition 
(EKKA). This year is no exception with having won several prizes 
at the Murgon Show she competed at the EKKA for the 45th year. 
Although suffering from a disability she was successful in gaining nine 
prizes including a third place in the open Rich Fruit Cake class. The 
competition at the EKKA is extremely competitive and the fruit cake 
has always been her specialty. She also provided seven fruit cakes 
cut into small pieces to be sold as a fundraiser on the Queensland 
Chamber of Agricultural Societies stand at the EKKA. Success doesn’t 
come easy but during her peak competitive time at the EKKA she is 
the only person to win the Cooking and Preserves Championships 
in the one year. Her success has earned her a segment on Landline 
which is viewed throughout Australia. She was selected last year to 

give a cooking demonstration at the EKKA of her recipe selected for the Australian Blue Ribbon Cook Book edited 
by world renowned journalist Liz Harful. This book sold out at the QCAS stand at the EKKA this year.  

Junior Arts & Cultural Award - EMILY KINSELLA

Winner also of South Burnett Cultural Award (Junior)
Emily is a musician and has represented Murgon State High 

School frequently. Emily has been awarded the Music Award twice. 
She has played violin with the school band on Anzac Day and more 
recently performs vocals. Emily regularly sings the national anthem 
on parades and has sung for the annual speech nights. Her musical 
talents, knowledge of wines and sociability have also been employed 
at Murgon High’s annual Art exhibition where she has multi-tasked as 
salesperson, entertainer and hostess. Emily has also been involved in 
the “Beyond Barambah” production which was a song produced and 
written about the small school’s in the Barambah Cluster as part of 
country music golden guitarist, Josh Arnold’s School Program.

Emily is a young woman who is highly involved in several cultural 
pursuits: she is a representative of the South Burnett wine industry, a 
musician and also enjoys showing cattle.  As a member of the Kinsella 
family at Moffatdale Ridge Winery, Emily is involved in all aspects of 
wine making and frequently assists at wine tasting events and cultural 
celebrations at the winery and other locations. Emily has also recently 
been entertaining guests at Moffatdale Ridge community Christmas 
functions. Emily sings the national anthem regularly at Murgon State 
High School for parades and formal occasions such as speech night. 

She has also represented her school well in the field of cattle showing.  A young woman with diverse interests!
Emily has close ties to the Queensland wine industry and is recognized as a junior ambassador for the 

South Burnett wine industry. She is an active participant in wine growing and every step of production. Emily’s 
involvement in festivals, functions and wine-tasting events with Moffatdale Ridge Wines has given her a strong 
sense of the industry’s importance to the region. Her roles as spokesperson and sales person have given her 
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extremely broad ties to the community. Emily’ s knowledge base of wines, cultural activities in the region and her 
approachability to the public have ensured only positive outcomes for the community.

Community Organisation of the Year – MURGON MENS SHED 

January 2015 we started with 35 members now we have 
over 50 men.

Our oldest member is Gordon Buchannan and he turned 90 
on18th Jan 2015 just ask Gordie how fast 12 months goes, he 
is now 91 

Early in the year we ran a survey, a significant Change 
Data Information Survey, and 85% of men surveyed said The 
Shed had made a significant change to them 10%said that the 
Shed had made a change and 5% said there was no change. 
That speaks for itself.

Dirty mugs left after morning tea has dropped to zero after 
the introduction of mug shot mugs, these mugs have their 
photo printed on them and there’s a fine of $2.00 for every 
dirty mug found.

There have been numerous projects; there is the erection 
of the Windmill, water tank, horse trough and hitching rail also 

a flag pole. However the restoration of old horse drawn vehicles seems to be the most rewarding. One of which the 
German or Pumpkin Wagon has been on display at the Dairy Museum for their Heritage day. We now have Percy 
Islob’s one horse Dray completed, and both will be participating in the Kilkivan Great Horse ride later on this Year. 

The talent is astounding. The camaraderie between the blokes is a feature of the Shed. Coffee time in our 
Muster Room and Tool box meetings during smoko, is where more and more are participating and lots of problems 
get solved, more so for themselves.

I have borrowed this saying; “there is no victory without a battle”. And there is no better example than the men 
in our shed. If you walk around the shed and see all of them enjoying themselves and happy then I’m sure you 
would agree, they are on their way to a victory over their personal battle.

Community Event of the Year – MURGON JUNIOR RUGBY LEAGUE’S 
UNDER 43 KG CARNIVAL & HOSTING SB JUN & SEN GRAND FINALS

The Murgon Junior Rugby League Club has had an 
exceptional year hosting two major events. They hosted the 
5oth Anniversary of the Under 43kgs Carnival. This event 
brought teams from across Qld and NSW from as far away as 
St George and Lightening Ridge. There were approximately 
300 people who stayed locally for the whole week with 17 
players in 8 teams. The South Burnett Junior Rugby League 
Team won the finals for the first time ever which ended a 
great week. The teams were Central Downs, Western Downs, 
Balonne/Barwon, McIntyre/Tenterfield, Warwick, Wynnum, 
Cunnamulla and South Burnett. Eight games were played on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday and on Wednesday there 
was an Athletics Carnival and afternoon activities including 
Laser Skirmish and the 3rd State of Origin game on an inflated 
screen.  A representative game was organised between City 
v Country before the presentation of trophies on the final day. 
Throughout the week there were official functions to host some 
of the VIP Guests including the President of the Under 43Kg 
Carnival, Dave Landers, from Tenterfield.

The Murgon Junior Rugby League also hosted the South 
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Burnett Rugby League Grand Finals for both Junior and Senior Competitions. A large crowd gathered in Murgon 
to witness the finals between Wondai, Cherbourg, Kingaroy, Murgon and Nanango. The games started with the 
Junior League finals, women’s exhibition matches, the under 18s final between Nanango and Murgon and the 
senior game between Kingaroy and Wondai finishing well into the dark under floodlights. The heading “Emotional 
Victory for Red Ants” was the caption on southburnett.com.au with Kingaroy Red Ants victorious over the Wondai 
Wolves 26-24 in the A Grade Grand Final.

 

Outstanding contribution to the Murgon Community by a Citizen or Group 
– DAVID MOLLENHAUER

David  is a foundation member of the Barambah Shed men 
who hold meetings 4 times per year at various men’s sheds. David 
organises all of the seating, tables, lighting, BBQ’s, food (usually 
cutting up the tomato’s etc himself) etc for the Shed men evenings as 
well as loading all the equipment onto a trailer to get it to the venue 
which can be anywhere from Tingoora to Tansey. He then packs 
it up to take it back to the various storage facilities. He organises 
several men to help him do all the cooking at these nights. He pays 
for expenses such as fuel for his vehicle, gas for the BBQ’s, etc etc 
out of his own pocket and provides all of his labour for free. He is the 
unsung hero in the background who makes it all run smoothly. 

David is a foundation member of the Murgon Men’s Shed which 
started holding inaugural meetings around March 2014 in David’s 
workshed in Murgon. After the Men’s Shed was officially formed 
a few months later, the meetings were held in the old Murgon 
Railway Station and work commenced in the nearby railway shed. 
David searched for tools and used his own money to purchase 
several thousand dollars worth of tools being sold from an estate 
as the Men’s Shed did not have sufficient funds for the purchase 
at the time. He was re-embursed later. David gives up many hours, 
probably days, each week to look at possible projects for the shed 
such as old wagons, etc and picks up all sorts of things in his ‘ute.’ 

He repaired a ‘cherry picker’ for no labour charge but with the provision that the Men’s Shed could use the cherry 
picker when needed for no charge. David can do wood-work, metal-work, weld, is a mechanic, panel beater, 
carpenter, painter - well, you name it, he can do it. From the rebuilt German wagon to the beautifully renovated 
tractor, the windmill trough to the bee boxes, Davids expertise has been foremost. One could nearly say that he is 
indispensable. He is often the Shed Manager when the Men’s Shed is open on Wednesday’s and also on Saturday 
mornings when the Men’s Shed men meet and he is on the management committee. There are now over 50 
members of the Murgon Men’s Shed thanks in no small part to David Mollenhauer. 

David is an active member of his church and has been the maintenance person there for many years. He 
carries out many repairs, painted the interior of the chapel, does all the mowing of the yard, is on the church board, 
and serves wherever needed. From tree lopping to roof repairs, from painting to renovations, David does it all.

David is a member of the local Fishing Club and gives up valuable time to teach children the techniques of 
fishing . He is involved in organising various events throughout the year particularly at Bjelke-Petersen Dam, and is 
also involved in the fish re-stocking of various dams in the South Burnett. He often selflessly gives up time to take 
others fishing such as children and recently a friend who was having health problems. He loves his fishing and his 
expertise is so valued that his fishing mates constantly seek to go fishing with him. He is generous with his time, 
his equipment and sharing his talents.

David also does the mowing not just in the mens shed but also around a large area outside plus spraying the 
railway line to keep the area clean and tidy, he has made many of the spokes for the wheels on their repaired 
wagons 

........................
All was not finished at this special Australia Day in Murgon, Mr Ritchie O’Neill, president of the Murgon Dairy & 

Heritage Museum then made special mention and thanks to Dennis Franklin and John Carey of Stanwell (Tarong) 
for the financial help in erecting the building we are seated in now known as “The Barn”. Many thanks to all the 
volunteers that helped in running and supporting this special day.
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Burrumbuttock Hay Run - Amazing Charity to help Queensland families

Paul and Gina Gleich, Gleich Contracting jumped at the chance to join around 120 other trucks in the recent 
Burrumbuttock Hay Run delivering much-needed hay to farmers in the Ilfracombe district in western Queensland.  
Paul drove one of their road trains and one of their drivers, Michael Ferguson drove the other.  They loaded hay 
which was donated by a farmer at Wee Waa, NSW and waited at Bourke, NSW to join the hay run.  The hay 
runners first overnight stop was at the little town of Barringun (population 4, on the NSW/Qld border). Early next 
morning the convoy left for Ilfracombe, travelling through Charleville, Blackall (stopping for lunch), Barcaldine and 
arriving at Ilfracombe late that evening to a warm and sometimes emotional welcome.  Almost 5000 bales of hay 
were unloaded from the hay trailers and reloaded onto trucks, utes and trailers of very grateful farmers in the west 
who have been struggling with ongoing drought conditions.
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All drivers were asked to join in the Aussie theme on the hay run and Paul gladly accepted. Paul in one of 
the loaders being given directions by organiser Brendan Farrell and filmed.  Paul spent many hours helping 
unload hay at Ilfracombe. Paul and Gina are proud to have been able to be involved in such a fantastic effort to 
help Queensland families and have already put their hand up to help again in the next hay run which has been 
announced for 1 April 2016.

Paul and Gina have been confirmed as a collection point in Queensland for any hay donations to go on the 
next hay run...any bale, any size, all gratefully appreciated!  Anyone wishing to donate hay can contact Paul on 
0419720310 to make arrangements.

We have also just announced a charity day for Saturday 27th February in Murgon to raise much-needed funds 
to help get as many trucks as possible into western Queensland on the next hay run...more details to follow so 
stay tuned to the Burrumbuttock Hay Runners facebook page.

Donation details for the Burrumbuttock Hay Run (from their facebook page):- Donations are to be made to the 
Rotary Club of Sydney as they handle all monetary donations on our behalf as we are not an organisation, just a 
bunch of blokes trying to help out a fellow Aussie in times of hardship. 

BSB: 062 438. ACC: 10211156. Description: Drought Appeal
Or send Cheques Payable to “The Rotary Club of Sydney Drought Appeal” 
and Post to Rotary Club of Sydney, GPO Box 1523, Sydney NSW 2001.

Remember this story
ONCE IN A LIFETIME SCIENCE OPPORTUNITY FOR GOOMERI STUDENT

My name is Daniel Lawson. I live in Goomeri and 
I am in year 12 at Kingaroy State High School. 

In July, I will be one of only 25 science students 
representing Australia at the 57th annual London 
International Youth Science Forum (LIYSF). The 
Forum includes 2 weeks at The Imperial College 
of Science, Technology and Medicine in London. I 
will be attending lectures from some of the world’s 
leading scientists, including the scientific advisor at 
the European Space Agency. I will also be travelling 
to Paris and Geneva where I will attend an exclusive 
full day tour of the largest scientific research facility 
in the world; the Large Hadron Collider at CERN. 

I applied to attend the LIYSF through the National 
Youth Science Forum (NYSF). The LIYSF is one of 
many international programs available only to year 
12 students who had attended the NYSF session 
in Canberra. I encourage any year 11 students 
interested in science to apply for the NYSF at nysf.
edu.au. 

I plan on studying a bachelor of Advanced 
Science

 in either Canberra or Brisbane after I complete 
year 12 and I am very excited for the experience and 
opportunities that the LIYSF offers. 

Daniel, the Goomeri teenager, who has lived 
in Goomeri all his life, was sponsored by Murgon 
Rotary Club in 2015 to attend the International 
Youth Science Forum in London and he has shown 
excellent results in his last year at school by 
graduating from Kingaroy State High School with an 
OP of 1, the highest possible score. Daniel has his ambitions to attend Canberra’s Australian National University. 

We congratulate you and wish you well.

Behind the control panel of the southern hemispheres largest 
particle accelerator in Canberra.
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Do you ever wish you could:
Get over a bad day at work and not take it out on your partner or children?
Put a personal disagreement behind you and show up for work ready to engage 

your team?
Endure a demotivating meeting or experience, but still approach your next task 

positively and enthusiastically?
Every day we undertake dozens of different roles, tasks and experience. 

Most of us habitually carry our mindset and emotional state from one of these 
activities to the next – and all too often this had a negative, occasionally disastrous 
consequences.

For years we’ve been told that it’s getting the ‘big’ stuff right that gives us balance and makes us happy: the 
holiday’s, the audacious goals, the pay rises. But in our hearts we know it’s really the small stuff: a great result at 
work, our welcome home, an absorbing conversation, a game with the kids.

On January 21st 2016 the Barambah Cluster of State Schooling Principals friends and business people 
attended a presentation by Dr Adam Fraser, acclaimed presenter and speaker who engaged his audience with 
an illustration of “The Third Space” (how to be a Strategist, Worker, Parent, Leader, Individual and friend and how 
to find balance and happiness). Adam has worked with communities, companies and organisations from all over 
Australia. The event was held in “The Diggers Room” at the Murgon RSL. It was a great opportunity to find out how 
to empower yourself to consistently be at your best for work, family, friends and yourself. Proudly presented with 
the help of Daniel Bishop, Principal Murgon State School and Barambah Cluster Principal Chair.

 

LAST CHARITY GOLF DAY AS MAYOR
 

Mayor Wayne Kratzmann’s last charity golf day was a huge success, with $13,000 being raised to benefit the 
needy across the South Burnett. 

The event, held at the Kingaroy Golf Club on Friday (December 4 2015), was supported by 114 players who 
formed 38 teams of three. 

“While it was bittersweet to participate in my last Charity Golf Day as Mayor, it was heart-warming to see the 
support our region gives to others in the community,” Mayor Kratzmann said. 

“I’d like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who participated, from the residents who supported the cause 
by playing golf on the day, to the business people who donated prizes, tee sponsorships, trophies and items to be 
auction and raffled. 

“Every cent raised on the day will go into the Mayor’s Community Benefit Fund, and I’m proud to say it was the 
most successful golf day ever.” 

Olympian Duncan Armstrong was a popular drawcard, despite admitting he was a better swimmer than a 
golfer. Mayor Kratzmann particularly thanked the Telstra Shop Kingaroy for their sponsorship, as well as All About 
Refrigeration And Airconditioning, who donated an MDV Comfee 2.5 kw Reverse Cycle Split air-conditioner for the 
hole-in-one prize. 

When participating golfers failed to get a hole in one, All About Refrigeration And Airconditioning generously 
donated the prize, including installation, to be auctioned, which significantly increased the funds raised on the day.


