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PCYC Queensland Restart program expands to South Burnett
PCYC Queensland is pleased to announce its Restart program that is aimed at supporting young people who
are at risk, disadvantaged or disengaged, has expanded to PCYC South Burnett commencing on Monday, 17
December in readiness for the 2019 school year.
Developed in partnership with the Department of Education and delivered with support from the Queensland
Police Service (QPS), PCYC Queensland’s Restart program provides meaningful and engaging activities for
primary and secondary school students who are facing suspension from school.
PCYC Queensland Chief Executive Ofﬁcer Phil Schultz, says the aim of the program is to instil resilience and
emotional intelligence in participants.
“Our Restart program provides young people with strategies for problem solving and conﬂict resolution whilst
engaging in club activities, to help increase their self-esteem and self-worth,” said Mr Schultz.
“Restart recognises that many young people require an individualised approach to social and developmental
issues, and the program has been designed to effectively target the speciﬁc issues young people in our community
currently face,” he said.
Senior Government Coordinator Cherbourg Andy Henderson, says the Restart program provides positive
outcomes for young people, families and the community by providing a safe and structured environment for young
people on or at risk of suspension.
“The Restart program centres around developing social ability and self-conﬁdence to help students consciously
apply knowledge, skills and strategies fostered to improve outcomes,” said Mr Henderson.
The Restart program at PCYC South Burnett will be implemented by acting branch manager Sergeant Rene
Bond, who will work in conjunction with Murgon State High School, Murgon State Primary School and Cherbourg
State Primary School.
“The addition of this successful program will enhance the service delivery of PCYC South Burnett to the entire
region and encourage our young people to be the best they can be and reengage with the educational system and
our local community,” said Sergeant Bond.
The Restart program has successfully been delivered for the past six years
by the PCYC Toowoomba team headed by Branch Manager Sergeant Cam
Crisp. Implemented over a two-week period, the program consists of a mixture
of experiential learning activities, school work, physical activity and work
experience. The aim is to instil a change of mentality towards education and
learning, build resilience, introduce rational conﬂict resolution and adaptable
problem solving and help young people identify and comprehend their own
emotional and physical wellbeing.
About PCYC Queensland
Police-Citizens Youth Clubs (PCYC) Queensland is a trusted and respected
charitable not-for-proﬁt that delivers a broad range of youth-focused activities
and programs, outside school hours care, gym and ﬁtness, and more for
everyone. Importantly, PCYC Queensland’s 53 clubs are a vital and key
point of engagement for young people who are at risk, disadvantaged or
disengaged. Clubs and programs provide opportunities for over 50,000 young
people every year to have positive experiences, get involved in a wide range
of activities, and learn from great mentors and community leaders including
our serving Queensland Police Service (QPS) ofﬁcers.
Reproduction of any part of this
newspaper in any form is not permitted
without the written permission of the
publisher. Opinions expressed are
not necessarily those of the publisher.
No responsibility is accepted by the
publisher for any information in text,
illustration or advertisements, and
disclaim any liability arising from any
person acting on the material in this
publication. Layout and printing by
Affordable Type & Horton Media.
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STEPS

Are you a carer or do you know someone who is an unpaid carer for a
friend or family member?
STEPS host monthly meetings in Kingaroy to support people in their caring
role.
The ﬁrst Kingaroy meeting for 2019 will be held on: Wednesday 16th
January 10.30 – 12.30
Kingaroy RSL, Markwell Street
Morning tea provided, New Carers always welcome.
If you would like more information please contact 41501900

From the Principal’s Desk
Connect with us
Murgon State High School
Another year ends, how thy ﬂy by! I would like to thank everyone for your support over the past 9 weeks. Your
kind words and encouragement have meant a lot to me. I personally have enjoyed my stay here. I have loved the
job, loved the school and community. I am certainly looking forward to the opportunity of continuing as Principal at
Murgon SHS, but as yet the process to appoint a permanent Principal has not concluded.
We have seen some great achievements through the year, I am not going to list them here because it will take
up most of the newsletter, but I would like to let you know some of the things that have happened recently. Our
Year 12 results for Queensland Core Skills testing results have been released, with 61% of our students receiving
C or better. This compares favourably to 44% last year. Our ﬁnal attendance rate for Year 12 was just over 86%
compared to 82% last year. 98% of our Year 12 students gained a Queensland Certiﬁcate of Education. These
ﬁgures reﬂect the hard work and dedication of my colleagues at Murgon SHS
and I thank them for their continued support of students in the community.
It always amazes me how our students step up to the mark when asked.
Our senior formal was a highlight in my year and it was amazing to see the
Year 12 student’s in their ﬁnery. Our Year 11 volunteers helped serve an
amazing dinner. The night would not have been what it was without the hard
work of our formal team. Well done to all involved.
There will be a number of changes to stafﬁng next year with some familiar
faces leaving and new staff beginning their journey at the school. Danielle
Gusthart is moving schools, Katie Lucas is moving to Kingaroy SHS and Simon
Morrow to Nanango SHS. We welcome Wayne Gscheidle to our Manual Arts
department and Annabelle Moffatt as our STLan. I would like to offer my best
wishes to everyone, coming or going!
The Barambah Girls Academy is coming to Murgon SHS in 2019 and will
be offering support to our Indigenous girls from Murgon SHS and Cherbourg
SS. We certainly welcome their team to our school and a look forward to some
great outcomes for our girls.
Once again thank you to everyone for your support this year. Where ever
I end up next year I will keep some amazing memories from my time here.
Thank you, have a great break, God bless!
Tuesday 29th January 2019 School resumes for all students
Rod Prior, Acting Principal.

Murgon State High School 75th Reunion 2020
Calling for persons interested in forming a reunion committee.
Please call 4169 9222 to speak to Ann Postle.

2018
13 Dec Morning Melodies Brolga Theatre
19 Dec Christmas Lights
2019
19 Jan Jersey Boys Musical
(TBC) Jan Wine Tour
16/17 Feb Monrepos Turtles
Bundaberg/ Bargara

TOURS

Mar 2019 Murray River Cruise
Sept 2019 Perth Wildﬂowers
Nov 2019 Christmas Markets 18 days
Budapest to Amsterdam European River Cruise
(bookings by 31 Aug 18 subject to availability)
Apr 2020 Egypt (bookings by 31st Oct 18
Subject to availability)

In conjunction with Trade Travel Lic No
TAG 1170
Murgon to Kingaroy Daily.
Depart Murgon 7.40am and 2pm.
• Also Kingaroy TAFE Bus:
Depart Kingaroy 8.35am & Return 3pm
For more information Contact Pursers Coaches
Pty Ltd. Telephone: 07 – 41681533
Email: purserscoaches@bigpond.com Website:
www.purserscoaches.com.au

terryscottpainting@bigpond.com

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS
For enquiries regarding school bus or bus charter.
Contact Harvy or Andrew on 4168 1533
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LONSDALE FAMILY REUNION

The family of Ned and Doris Lonsdale,
formerly of Proston, are holding a Family
Reunion in April 2019, at Lake Tinaroo,
on the Atherton Tableland, Qld. The
Lonsdale siblings are spread far and
wide in Queensland and in the Northern
Territory. The Reunion Committee, who
are Grandchildren of Ned and Doris,
have organised the reunion to coincide
with what would have been Doris’ 100th
birthday.
Both Doris and Ned have past
connections in North Queensland. Ned
arrived in Cairns by ship in 1935 , hoping
to make good money cutting cane. The
cane season had not yet begun, so he
found his way to the Atherton Tableland
and obtained employment on a dairy farm.
He then travelled south after a hernia
operation and never did get to cut any
cane.
Doris’ father Willhelm Zarnke, was
employed with the Railways, as a bridge
builder, and his young family travelled with
him as the railway line progressed to North Queensland. The family lived in tent camps along the way, and Doris
remembered this, - telling her family many stories and how it was always raining.
When Doris’ father Willhelm Zarnke was accidently shot and killed at Innisfail, her Mother Ida, returned with her
two young daughters, Doris and Myrtle, to her in–laws at Kinleymore. Doris
remembered this train journey and often spoke of it.
Doris lived in the South Burnett area for the rest of her life of over 93 years.
After convalescing from his operation Ned moved to the South Burnett
area in 1937, obtaining farm work in the Cloyna- Windera area. He met Doris
at Hivesville, whilst doing windmill work on her stepfathers farm. They were
married in 1940.
The Family are launching a book at the Reunion titled ‘LEVEN LITTLE
LONSDALES’. It is the story of the Eleven children of Doris and Ned, as
they struggled in tough times to rear their brood on the Abbeywood Farm. It
is written and published by Merle Johnson (nee Lonsdale) the third eldest of
the eleven children. It will be available for sale after the Reunion in late April
2019.
Photo: Ned and Doris Lonsdale - taken in 1983

Murgon
Neighbourhood Watch
Murgon Services Club
Diggers Room
6.00pm to 7.30pm
Monday 21st January, 2019
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ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS
Meets every
Wednesday night
at 6.00pm
in
Cultural Building/ Mens Shed.
Proston.
All Welcome.

Contact: 0427137140
for more information

Dob In a Dealer
campaign will help clean up
drugs in Wide Bay
Dob in a Dealer campaign run by Crime Stoppers
Australia, beneﬁtting communities across Wide Bay.
The program is funded from the proceeds of crime,
money that was destined to line the pockets of our
most serious criminals.
“Dob in a Dealer is a call to action to Wide
Bay communities to provide Crime Stoppers with
information to assist law enforcement in disrupting
the import, manufacture and supply of ice and other
harmful illicit drugs,”
“We encourage Wide Bay residents to anonymously
contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or online at
www.crimestoppers.com.au to ‘dob in’ those people
proﬁting from the use of illicit drugs in our community.
“Drugs such as ice have a devastating impact on
local communities.
“The Government recognises that police can’t ﬁght
this on their own, and that our community can play
a strong part to undermine and disrupt any criminal
business models operating in local areas,” The
last Dob in a Dealer campaign, which ran between
February 2016 and March 2017, saw an average
national increase of 95 per cent in drug-related
information reports, including an increase of 143 per
cent in the number of amphetamine-related reports
from the public.
During 2016 in Queensland, Crime Stoppers
received more than 17,000 drug-related information
reports, including more than 5200 amphetaminerelated reports. This led to more than 600 arrests and
the seizure of more than $1 million worth of drugs.

Owners committed elsewhere must be sold
4 good sized bedrooms with potential for a 5th bedroom. Front sunroom. Rear
Sitting area. Wood ﬁre in the lounge room, Older style built in kitchen. Shower
over the bath. Enclosed under for storage cars and laundry. Valuable 2 street
access. Town and tank water. Close to shops and school. Good paintwork.

A charming Highset Queenslander on timber stumps. 3 bedrooms, lounge with
gas heater. Rear sun room. Eat in built in kitchen. Bathroom has a shower vanity
and toilet. Front deck. Good paintwork both inside and outside. Lovely 1⁄2 acre
allotment. Great Street. Close to schools and walk to town. Reduced in price by
$20,000. Must be sold. $130,000

Dominating one of the most sought after streets in Murgon this home provides
substantial living accommodation on a large 1012m2 allotment (1⁄4 acre approx).
Fenced on 3 sides. The home provides 2 storeys of spacious living. On the
ground ﬂoor there is a spacious built in kitchen with dishwasher extending into
a dining area, a rumpus room, bedroom, ofﬁce, laundry with shower and toilet.
Internal stairs lead to the ﬁrst ﬂoor where there are 2 reception rooms, both with a
small verandah, 4 bedrooms 3 with built in robes. The family bathroom has both
shower and bath with separate toilet. Outside at the rear is a large covered bbq
area. A bitumen driveway leads to a double lockable garage with a covered area
to the side. A large substantial property with lots of potential. Well priced to sell
at just $169,000

MURGON
Enjoy our world-class scenic views from
the many natural parks on Boat Mountain.
Private Living. This home is set back from the road and secluded by established,
easily maintained gardens. 3 bedrooms with built in robes and ceiling fans.
Modern kitchen opening into a spacious air conditioned dining area. Separate
living. Good paintwork. New ﬂoor coverings Fully security screened. Town and
tank water. Side and back covered patio the yard backs on to parkland. Secure 2
vehicle lock up garage, one side with remote lift door, concrete driveway from road
to shed. Well fenced. $200,000 negotiable

email - murgonre@bigpond.net.au
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Boondooma Dam Yellowbelly Fishing Competition

spokesman Terry Allwood says that with the lake ﬁshing extremely well the
2019 event should set new records in both the long standing gilled and gutted
section, as well as in the catch and release component. Cash and other prizes
will be presented at the end of each of the three sessions as well as overall
competition winners at the conclusion of the event.
Proﬁts from the event are used to supplement ﬁshing permit funds from
the Queensland Government and to date approximately 4.5 million ﬁngerlings
have been stocked into Lake Boondooma.
The catch and release category targeting Australian Bass, Yellowbelly,
Silver Perch, Jew and Spangled Perch is open to all anglers who nominate.
This category will now be a catch photograph and release to improve ﬁsh
sustainability.
Random lucky draw prizes will again be a huge draw card to the many
entrants that nominate at the event with one lucky person walking away with
a brand new Boat motor trailer Package, which you don’t even need to ﬁsh to
win.
The ongoing support of our many generous sponsors will ensure that
a wide range of prizes and lucky draws are available for all competitors.
Lucky draws are held at the end of each ﬁshing session and at the Friday
night brieﬁng. All presentations and lucky draws are conducted at the event
headquarters at the stocking association clubhouse.
Food and drinks stalls will be provided by local community groups over
the weekend and the great camping facilities provided by the South Burnett
Regional Council will be available for campers staying at the lake.
The cost of camping fees and details of accommodation options at the lake
can be found at website www.southburnett.qld.gov.au or by ringing the Lake
Boondooma Kiosk on (07) 4168 9694.
Additional information on the local area and past ﬁshing competitions can
be found on the Proston Online website, www.prostononline.info
Please join us at Lake Boondooma for a family weekend of ﬁshing and
camping. For additional information please contact Terry Allwood on mobile
0400 860122.

Carissa Beddows
Marriage Celebrant

Website
www.carissabeddows.com.au
Email
Carissa.beddows@gmail.com

1044 Morgan’s Road
Windera QLD 4605

Ph: 04 8802 4582

Now at

Murgon Post Ofﬁce

52 Lamb St Murgon

Murgon Men’s Christmas Rafﬂe.
First Prize, $500.00 :- Julian Quinlan,
Second Prize, $200.00 :- Roz Hansen,
Third Prize, $100.00 :- Pincott Family,
Fourth Prize, $100.00 :- Dick and Larnie Sloper,
Fifth Prize, $100.00 :- Harry Foks, Pialba

4168 1934

HAPPY
NEW YEAR
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Barambah Garden Club

A very interesting meeting took place at Dorn Gooding’s
home on the 9th November.
An alpaca was the ﬁrst thing I saw when we turned into the
driveway, next was a white donkey and then more donkeys.
A short meeting was opened by President Ann and before
long we were tasting a very tasty homemade champagne
made by Bill and Lyn from a home grown elderberry bush
from their garden. We were then treated to tasting some of the
edible plants supplied by our guest speaker, Kevin Redd from
Sustainable Cuisine, Kiels Mt at Woombye. Kevin had some of
his plants for sale.
The next meeting will be our Christmas break-up at Jean
Green’s garden at Tansey.
For more information phone:- Ann 0438 8686238 or Mary 0417 198953
“OK. So this is not exactly the Garden of Eden......but......Its MY little paradise”

MURGON

Murgon Hospital Auxiliary Xmas
rafﬂe results 2018
1st prize A Smith color Purple #Z63,
2nd prize Bobby Green color Apiicot #Q09,
3rd prize Arnold Murray color Pink #K66,
4th prize Janette Jacobs color Blue #M34,
5th prize Alan color Pink K46,
6th prize A Smith color Purple #Z62,
7th prize Tom Seinger color Pink #P52,
8th prize Kayleigh & Chloe color Orange #A01,
9th prize Scotty Allpod color Apricot #E11.

PH: 4168 1244

FA X: 4168 1094
126 Lamb Street, Murgon
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A big thank you to Brenda and Ivan for looking
after the prizes, Big thank you to all ticket sellers and
support from everyone, Happy New Year to all.

Additional aged care packages for Wide Bay Seniors
Senior Australians in Wide Bay will receive more support from a half-billion dollar aged care funding boost by
the Liberal Nationals Government.
Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien said additional home care packages will be offered as well as an
increase in the residential care Viability Supplement to eligible providers.
“An additional 10,000 high-level Home Care packages will be available from early January, putting downward
pressure on wait times for people in Wide Bay,” Mr O’Brien said.
“Hundreds of local seniors who are already receiving Home Care Packages will also beneﬁt from fee reductions
of up to $400 a year.
“This home care boost is on top of the extra 20,000 packages funded in the past year which, when combined,
will result in a record 40 per cent increase in the people receiving home care packages.”
Three aged care homes across the electorate of Wide Bay will beneﬁt from an overall 30 per cent increase in
the Viability Supplement.
“Petrie Gardens in Tiaro, the Residency in Tin Can Bay and new provider Ny-Ku Byun in Cherbourg will receive
additional funding to reduce cost pressures and ensure their sustainability into the future,” Mr O’Brien said.

ADVERTISEMENT

Deb
FRECKLINGTON MP
Member for Nanango

Working for the
South Burnett
For assistance with
State Government issues,
please contact me on:
07 4190 7100
nanango@parliament.qld.gov.au
PO Box 1158, Kingaroy Qld 4610
debfrecklington.com.au
DebFrecklingtonMP

The Coalition Government is also investing $98
million to fund increased payments for GPs to treat
patients in local aged care homes.
“We recognise the important role local doctors
play in supporting the health and care of people in
residential care, and this funding will ensure this can
continue,” Mr O’Brien said.

Farewell
After 17 years with the Wondai Timber Museum
and VIC, volunteers Eileen and Norma Iszlaub have
decided to call it a day. Eileen and Norma were
one of the ﬁrst volunteers to sign up at the Wondai
Timber Museum when it opened in 2001. We are
eternally grateful for their 17 years of service to the
centre. Their knowledge of the local community and
their rich family history has been invaluable.
Eileen and Norma were presented with a local
hamper from the Kingaroy Visitor Information Centre
from Cr Duff & Cr Heit. We wish them all the best.

• Verticals • Rollers
• Panel Glides • Romans
• Venetians
• Outdoor Awnings
Showroom:
27 Taylor Street, Murgon
by appointment
kgsblindsandawnings@hotmail.com

Covering The South Burnett

Kev Garside 0467 849 149

E-Mail: barbarathompson1069@yaho.com.au
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Murgon State School News...
The last few weeks of Term Four at Murgon State School have been packed with lots of exciting curricular
activities. Miss Williams was kept busy during this time, with students attending swimming lessons. We were
fortunate enough to have
Mrs Hall, Mr Smith and many
parent volunteers to assist
in the smooth running of
these lessons. The School
Swimming Carnivals for the
Junior and Senior School
were highly anticipated by all
who attended.
The ﬁnal Rewards Day
was held during the last
week at the pool, where kids
enjoyed a free swim, the Red
Rocket and a BBQ. Awards
Ceremony was also a highly
anticipated morning, where
we were able to celebrate
the successes of individual
student achievements in
each year level. Our end of
year community gathering
at Christmas Carols is always a lovely way to spend time with students and their families, whilst enjoying the
performances presented by each class. We wish our departing Year 6 class all the very best in their next stage of
schooling at their respective High Schools.
It was April and the Aboriginals in a remote part of Northern Australia asked their new elder if the
coming winter was going to be cold or mild.

Since he was an elder in a modern community he had never been taught the old secrets. When he
looked at the sky he couldn’t tell what the winter was going to be like.

Nevertheless, to be on the safe side, he told his tribe that the winter was indeed going to be cold and
that the members of the tribe should collect ﬁrewood to be prepared.
But being a practical leader, after several days he had an idea.

He walked out to the telephone booth on the highway, called the Bureau of Meteorology and asked, ‘Is
the coming winter in this area going to be cold?’
The meteorologist responded, ‘It looks like this winter is going to be quite cold..’

So the elder went back to his people and told them to collect even more wood in order to be prepared.

A week later he called the Bureau of Meteorology again. ‘Does it still look like it is going to be a very
cold winter?’
The meteorologist again replied, ‘Yes, it’s going to be a very cold winter.’

The elder again went back to his community and ordered them to collect every scrap of ﬁrewood they
could ﬁnd.
Two weeks later the elder called the Bureau again. ‘Are you absolutely sure that the winter is going to
be very cold?’ he asked.
‘Absolutely,’ the man replied. ‘It’s looking more and more like it is going to be one of the coldest
winters ever.’
‘How can you be so sure?’ the elder asked.

The weatherman replied, ‘Our satellites have reported that the Aboriginals in the north are collecting
ﬁrewood like crazy, and that’s always a sure sign.’
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Murgon State School News...
From left : Caitie Magee, Ava Waldron,
Damon Cooper, Lucy Dyson.
Planning and preparation is underway
for another action packed year of learning
at Murgon State School for 2019. We look
forward to Caitie, Ava, Damon and Lucy
stepping up as the new School Captains for
2019. Their ﬁrst introduction to public speaking
was at the end of year Christmas Concert
and it looks like our school will certainly have
four conﬁdent and energetic leaders for the
newyear.
Prep enrolments continue to come in
and staff have been busily planning for
their classes. Murgon State School offers
quality curriculum with varied opportunities
for all kinds of talents and abilities. The extra
curriculum activities on offer include STEM
(Science and Coding clubs), Early Act, Castra
Pals, Instrumental Music, Choir and Playgroup
(Monday mornings). The Clontarf Foundation
is based at the school and provides a great
support for indigenous boys in the upper
school. The staff of Clontarf are a welcome sight in the classrooms, assisting with the boys’ education and
providing them with support systems to help them achieve their best. We look forward to the community support
that Murgon State School receives each year and welcome new enrolments to our great school.

38 Palmer Street East,
Murgon, Ph: 4168 3907
Find us on Facebook:
Like Home Early Learning Centre
Open Mon-Fri- 7.00am – 6pm.
Offering quality educational programs for children
from 6 weeks – 5 years!
Qld Approved Kindergarten provided by a
qualiﬁed 4yr early childhood teacher!
+ Ask about our school readiness program
for your 4 yr old, families can get up to 15hrs of
kindergarten at a low rate and less out of pocket
expense!
Pickup service is available from January 2018
Government CCB/CCR available for all eligible families!
11

Dairy & Heritage Museum Murgon

Everyone
welcome to Come
and celebrate
Australia Day on
26th January 2019
at the Museum,
sponsored by the
SBR Council.
Breakfast will be
served from 7 a.m.
until 8 a.m. The
ofﬁcial ceremony will commence at 8.30 am, this will
include the presentation of South Burnett local Murgon
awards and the 2019 Murgon Business & Development
Assoc Inc awards, ﬂag raising and an address by a
guest speaker.
The guest speaker will be Mr Rod Hauser. Rod is an
ex Rugby Union Player who played with the Australian
Wallabies from 1973-79.
After his career with The Wallabies, Rod took up a
position at St Peter’s Lutheran College for 4 years and
then at Concordia College Toowoomba for 15 years.
In 1998 Rod went to work at Yiara College, a coeducational boarding school for Aboriginal teenagers
from remote communities in Central Australia. His ability
to motivate young people in sport and other areas has
made him a great role model and is an inspiration to
young men and women.
Morning tea will be served on conclusion of the
ofﬁcial ceremony.

Now at

50 Lamb St Murgon
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Hancock Prospecting Pty Ltd 2018 Christmas Lights Winners Announced
The winners of the Hancock Prospecting Pty Ltd 2018 Christmas Lights Winners have been announced.
This year’s South Burnett Champion is Geoff & Veronica Hartwig from 97 Ivy Street Kingaroy. Geoff and Veronica
have won a trip to Singapore for two (2) adults and two (2) children valued at $15,000.
Mayor Keith Campbell contacted the major prize winners yesterday to advise them of their win.
“Christmas light displays bring so much joy to children and families when they visit.” said Mayor Campbell. “I
congratulate not just the winners but everyone who entered and thank you for making the time and effort to put up
such wonderful displays.”
A full list of all winners
is below: PLACE

NAME

ADDRESS

TOWN

SB Champion

Geoff & Veronica Hartwig

97 Ivy Street

Kingaroy

1st Nanango Urban

Francis Honey

45 South Street

Nanango

2nd Nanango Urban

Ian & Mel Donald

31 Appin Street

Nanango

1st Nanango Rural

Ken & Dianne Lawes

102 Muir Drive

Nanango

2nd Nanango Rural

Scott Pedron

22 Tanguringie Drive

Tarong

1st Murgon Urban

Malcolm & Cassandra Bayntun

79 Douglas Street North

Murgon

2nd Murgon Urban

C&M Suchoronezak

9 Goodchild Drive

Murgon

1st Murgon Rural

Lindenberg Family

1265 Gayndah Road

Merlwood

1st Wondai Urban

Rebecca Payne

17 Bailey Street

Wondai

2nd Wondai Urban

Tracie Hoyland

45 Beresford Street

Proston

1st Wondai Rural

The Bartlett-Kennedy Family

30 Amaroo Drive

Wondai

2nd Wondai Rural

Keith McConnell

343 K Duff Road

Coverty Proston

1st Blackbutt Urban

Dale Gersekowski

39 Fern Street

Blackbutt

2nd Blackbutt Urban

Bill Williamson

27 Crofton Street

Blackbutt

1st Blackbutt Rural

D. Trousdell

23 Bowman Road

Blackbutt

2nd Blackbutt Rural

Patricia Skilton

944 Old Esk Road

Blackbutt

1st Kingaroy Urban

Carolyn Dingle

25 Carroll Street

Kingaroy

2nd Kingaroy Urban

Russell & Judy Dugdell

70 Rosella Parade

Kingaroy

1st Kingaroy Rural

Lucas Family

3 Booie-Crawford Road

Kingaroy

Australia Day Celebrations 2019
The South Burnett Australia Day Awards night will be held this year at the
Blackbutt Town Hall on the eve of Australia Day,
Friday January 25th 2019.
Aussies let us sing our songs, throw a prawn on the barbie, the rellies from the big smoke have rocked Sunday
arvie. The fellas are watching footie, the esky’s in the ute, we reckon this great land of ours is really pretty beaut.
We’ve crocs as big as Mallee bulls and joey’s jumping free., we’ve a bonza rock out in the center and
billabongs by the sea. If you go out back of Bourke, you can make a quid or two, but don’t forget the blowies, by
crikey they’ll get you.
You can learn the dinky di lingo and read the local rag, maybe try some Aussie tucker and go off the main drag.
Tho there’s droughts and ﬂoods and ﬁres, cyclones and stormy thunder, let’s raise a glass to OZ, the wide brown
land down-under.
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Sincere thanks to all those who returned the AED Survey forms so promptly! A sad but true story reached us
this month of a man in a small town who suffered a heart attack, quickly leading to Sudden Cardiac Arrest - and
death. A (possibly lifesaving) AED was locked in an ofﬁce minutes away in the same street. We urge groups with
access to an AED (Automatic External Deﬁbrillator) to participate in this survey, complete and return the forms
ASAP (contact b.baldwin1@bigpond.com)

Council to Upgrade Nanango Library and Administration Building
Council is progressing with plans to carry out overdue work on Nanango’s old Library and Administration
building. The building has not had any signiﬁcant money spent on it since it was ﬁrst built in the 1960s and is now
in need of a substantial upgrade due to failing infrastructure, safety issues and mounting maintenance costs.
The building currently houses 70 staff and is an important community hub for Council’s administrative and
library services in Nanango and surrounds. Council is committed to maintaining a strong presence in major
townships of the South Burnett to ensure services are easily accessible by all in the community.
14

The Goomeri Lions Club
The Goomeri Lions Club members recently hosted a dinner for the District Governors visit. Members from
visiting Clubs Murgon, Wondai and Proston attended. A violent storm prevented some members from attending
but the dinner held at Lion Merv Brunjes was most enjoyable.

Photo: Goomeri President Nev Holden; Proston President Les Blanch; Wondai President Fred Law; Murgon
Vice-President Allan Hyde and Incoming District Governor Tim Hannay.

Photo: Goomeri Lions Club members Don Louis, Barry Bishop and Dennis Banks installing the garden seat
at the Goomeri Lions Park to celebrate our 50th year of Lionism. This seat will compliment the seat which was
installed at the park to commemorate the Centenary of Lionism last year.
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Armistice Day service, Murgon

Murgon RSL Sub-branch organised the ﬁrst march at the Armistice Day service, Murgon has had in a number of
years. Murgon was honoured with the parade being lead out by a piper and three light horse and their riders.
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AUSTRALIAN LEGENDS OF LEAGUE

This event is held over 4 days with 2 days going into the Schools in the Community talking about Anti-Bullying,
Social Media, Suicide & also Dream, Believe & Achieve, this will be one hour in each school. These are very
important talks & Legends players are committed to runs these.
Friday 8th February
Friday from 7.30pm all players will come into the Royal Hotel Murgon and meet all Sponsors / Patrons to have
a meet & greet as a informal event and everyone is welcome to see all the players and have a chat. Murgon
Business & Development Assoc. Inc are supporting the night, which will include Rafﬂes & Auctions on the night to
raise funds for the area.
Game Day: Saturday February 9th
Venue: Jack O’Chin Oval: Cherbourg. Gates Open: 9.00am, full day of League games with juniors,
seniors and Women’s games and then at:
5.00pm Main Game
Cherbourg Aboriginal Council presents the Sinalli
Sportswear Legends of League, (thanks to Rebel Sports.
Murgon Business & Development Ass. Inc) Australian
team of NRL legends v Sellwood Constructions & Total
Business Solution Cherbourg All Stars.
To protect the integrity of the Legends of League event,
it is important that entry will not be permitted under any
circumstances without a wristband and this event is an
Alcohol Free Event.
Please make these Legends welcome.
We wish to thank the many sponsors and players and
ofﬁcials for making this day of Legends of League possible.

The South Burnett Veterinary Group has practices
conveniently located at Murgon, Kingaroy and
Wondai.
We provide a comprehensive and professional
service to all species of animals, in a caring and
friendly environment.

C.R Braithwaite BVSc. and Associates
MURGON - 56 Douglas Street Ph 07 4168 1277
WONDAI - 66 Mackenzie Street Ph 07 4168 5733
KINGAROY - 163 Youngman Street Ph 07 4162 4999
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Wheatland’s School Students recently entertained the senior residents from
Castra at Mrs Dunn’s farm.
Here are some stories uncut from the year 2/3 about the event.
On Thursday we went to Mrs Dunn’s farm we saw the residents from Castra at the farm. We saw councillor
Duff. Mrs Van Kampen and Mr Head. We performed the Rusty Holden Ute song. The next song is the Six White
Boomers. The next song was Jingle Bells Batman Smells. The next song is Santa Stuck up in the Chimney. And
then we sang Santa Claus is Coming to Town. Also I went to help Mr Dunn get Vesper, a horse. We also met
another horse called Drop Dead Fred. We also saw Santa who was really was Mrs Dunn. We also gave some
colourful Christmas decorations, that we had made, to the visiting seniors and we had a chat to the seniors. And
one of the seniors was deaf so I had to go in closer so he could hear me. We saw Zac delivering the burgers. We
went to see the cattle. After we saw Lotti , a huge puppy. After that we came back to school and played pass the
parcel. And we went home. By Coby.
**************
We have learnt all the songs now we are ready to go! Max wrote a letter to Councillor Duff inviting her to visit.
Mrs Dunn told the bus driver how to get to Mrs Dunns farm. When we got there we saw the senior residents from
Castra waiting for us. Mr Dunn’s Ute was there too. We all jumped in the back and I jumped into the front to sing
‘Rusty Holden Ute. Mrs H had the songs on her phone for us. The next song was 6 White Boomers then Jingle
bells and Batman smells then Santa is Stuck in the Chimney. The last one was Santa is Coming to Town . Back at
school we did P.E and we pass the parcel. We had a fun day. By Harvey.
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Across Country Real Estate & Livestock

Immaculate 3 bedroom carpeted home with built ins, ceiling fans and security
screens. Spacious main features ensuite, walk in robe, air con. Kitchen has
large stainless steel gas stove & wood ﬁreplace. Fully insulated, with front and
back verandahs. Adjustable steel stumps with suspended ﬂoor. Gas hot water,
3kw solar system, 2 x 5,000 gallon rain water tanks. An extra high skillion for
the motorhome, relax in the spa bath, garden shed, fully fenced. REDUCED
$297,500

3 bedroom brick home on 62 HA. Open plan living, a/c in the lounge, bedrooms
have built ins, carpet, ceiling fans, one has a/c. Large bathroom, separate
toilet and laundry. Back covered verandah that joins onto the carport providing
a comfortable entertaining atmosphere while looking over the countryside.
Cemented double garage, shed, cattle yards with crush, ex cultivation, good
fencing, established dams, Merlwood water.
$475,000

Leisa Petersen leading the Stride for Stroke morning
recently at the South Burnett Rail Trail
The Murgon RSL Sub Branch Inc.

Monthly General Meetings

1st Saturday of each month
commencing at 10.00am.
Diggers Room –
Murgon Services & Memorial Club
Cnr. Lamb and Gore St, Murgon.
For new memberships or general enquiries to join as a
social member of the branch, please contact
Kevin Gill, Secretary, Murgon RSL Sub Branch Inc.
M: 0427 915 533, E: kevinjgill115977@gmail.com

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Rental Property Repairs & Bond Cleans
Domestic Fence & Gate Repairs * Presale Property Clean-ups * Painting
* Blind & Curtain Fitting * Shed Clean Outs & Rubbish Removal
Pensioner Discounts / Prompt Service

Free Quotes Competitive Rates
Ph: 0457 581 749

Liability Insurance Coverage
Servicing Murgon - Wondai - Proston - Kingaroy & Cherbourg

VERANDAHS WITH FANTASTIC VIEWS OF BP DAM! 3 bedroom brick home,
French timber doors. Polished concrete ﬂoors, built in kitchen with solid timber
bench tops with views out the window. Bathroom and ensuite, ﬂy screens, gas
hot water and grey water system. 2 x 5,000 gallon rain water tanks, double bay
carport on spacious 4571SQM block of land. $295,000

GREAT INVESTMENT! This property is on 5 blocks. House is on 3 blocks being
3130SQM, next block is 825SQM & last block 969SQM. 3 bedroom home + a
front sleep out, modern kitchen, ﬁreplace in the lounge, new vinyl and carpet
throughout, large cemented and covered entertainment area that is right next to
the in ground pool. Large carport and established gardens. $175,000 NEG

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock
86 Lamb Street, Murgon Qld 4605. P.O.Box 377
Ph: 0741681600, Fax: 0741681542
Mobile: 0407097109,
Email: dianne.acrelivestock@bigpond.com
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Celebration of Mick and Marion Kapernick – the love story never told..
Dad would have wanted no fuss, he was pragmatic
when it came to death, over many years stating he was
not afraid of death, and for us not to grieve but just to
remember him. Dad would often make comment, “we
come into this world with nothing and we take nothing
with us when we leave” That death was just part of the
circle of life. Mum lived for dad and on learning of his
death, the sparkle in her eye that was always there
diminished and faded away within minutes. She was
more circumspect when it came to death and dying,
however her totally belief in god giving her strength.
Mum
Born Marion Magnussen to parents Frederick and
Doris the oldest of three children, with brothers Keith
and Jeff on 8th of June 1927 in Wondai Qld.
Granddad was a returned service man from WWI and a farmer, and Doris a homemaker and housewife.
Marion grew up in a very loving and caring orientated family with her siblings.
She was an exceptional student at Tingoora school, and told the stories of how Granddad would have to cut a
path for her through the corn ﬁelds when she was very young, so as not to get soaked from the dew and rain on
the corn stalks. She ran away once in protest on having to walk through the wet ad sodden ﬁelds.. She would
make her way to granddad’s brother’s place and change her shoes for school which she attended with so many
loving cousins and what became life time friends
The family sold up and moved to Boat Mountain Murgon in her teens and settled on their new farm which
stayed in the family for many years thereafter. There are so many stories relayed of her youth, mainly regarding
the love of family and relatives to the extremely challenging times of the depressions and the rationing over WWII.
Her memories of making soap and the extensive vegetable gardens and livestock to ensure they were to a large
degree self-sufﬁcient, embedded a lot of these early memories.
Friendship was a big part of Marion’s life with many close and lifelong friends including her many beloved
cousins. The love of music had her learning to play the piano even with a bent little ﬁnger on each hand, Marion
let very few things beat her during her life. Her love of music and parents that loved to dance made her a very
accomplished dancer, learning to ball room dance she could waltz with the best she frequented many local dances
with her brothers, she also loved tennis and would play often.
Her one vocational aspiration was to become a nurse and with her loving and caring nature she would have
been amazing. Unfortunately her caring nature was needed at home when grand mother was unwell and her
dreams where as a consequence never realised.
Before she dated Mick she was asked out many times by a number of suitors (as she called them). One such
admirer ﬁrst name was Herbert and her brothers teased her relentlessly especially Jeff, resulting in her getting the
nick name Herbie, which affectionally was adopted by close family and a few close friends over her lifetime.
Dad
Born Ivor Douglas Kapernick to parents Walter and Henrietta one of six children George (Dec), Ron (Dec), Vic ,
Joyce, Ivor (dad) and Noel (Billy) on 13 April 1930.
Walter was a farmer on Boat Mountain, and a local VET to the broader community and in later years a local
councillor.
Like Marion, Mick had a multiplicity of stories of his life, and relayed tales of his early life on the farm and the
Mountain’s broader community, which back then had many small farms with lots of children, with many becoming
life-long friends. They like the Magnussen’s grew and raised all the food to become pretty much self-sufﬁcient.
He would often talk of the form of batter system, with trade of chickens, eggs produce for meat or other essentials
between the farmers and town people. How grandma would sell eggs to the egg board and that’s how they had
money for clothing. He slept on the enclosed veranda with two of his brothers until the house was later renovated.
He was a-typical Aussie larrikin always up to something he shouldn’t have been and an early adopter of
extreme thrill seeking. So many stories epitomise this Larrikin behaviour. He often told of as a lad at school, there
was a memorial occasion where all the parents were being invited to the school to celebrate. The teacher had
the students establish two gardens segregated into boys and girls. The boys had to dig and work the ground for
both gardens and the girls (according to dad) got the majority of the plants and the best ﬂowering plants. He and
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his male gender partners where to continue to water and maintain the gardens of both and the girls to weed the
gardens when required. The celebration day fast approached and the girls garden looked far superior to the boys.
The teacher relished praise on the girls and criticised the boys. Just prior to the event taking place the girls ﬂower
mysteriously started to droop and died.
The teacher examined the ﬂowers and noticed they had been separated from the ﬂower stalks, Mick quick as
you like said to the teacher it had to be razor blade grubs. The next day at the celebrations, the teacher relayed to
the parents how the girl’s ﬂower garden had been attached by razor blade grubs. Dad on arrival home, didn’t sit
down for a week. He was always playing tricks on people but was just as happy laughing at himself.
The 1930’s and 40’s were difﬁcult years for all families, but the Kapernick’s although not ﬁnancially wealthy
didn’t go without. He with his older brothers were pulled out of school early to work the farm. He worked to clear
land with his brothers and mainly Vic his older brother for cultivation utilising nothing more in many cases other
than axe and grubber. It was hard work but they managed to clear paddock after paddock.
He was a lover of tennis with the family having their own court, like many other properties back then. He and
his brother Ron were challenged by the state-champions of that time and won their games and on re challenge
won again. He had many close friends in those early years and like Marion attended many dances which he
loved.
As mentioned he lived through WWII on the farm, and often talked at large of the 8th army maneuvers close
and on the family farm. On these occasions there were many ofﬁces and warrant ofﬁces visiting the farm either for
supplies or for family dinners. On one of these occasions Mick got his nick name from a warrant ofﬁcer that stayed
in touch with the family till he passed away in Newcastle 10+ years ago.
Together
Mick classed Jeff Magnussen as one of his best friends and soon started dating young Marion. They married in
8 April 1953 in the Church of England Murgon – this very church, hence starting a love story that lasted over 65+
years.
They settled on the farm just adjacent to the Kapernick main farm and built their ﬁrst house. With plenty of
room for ﬂower and vegetable gardens and an grove of fruit and other bearing trees. Mum often talked about
how people would comment how lucky they were to have the inside of their house painted, not realising that they
stayed up late most nights with the light off a kerosene lamp to paint by and both getting sick from the fumes.
They knew hard times but were extremely happy this period of time cemented their close and enduring relationship
and love to one another.
Marion soon settled into being the housewife and looking after the ﬁnances, whilst Mick went about creating a
sustainable life on the farm. On April 14 1955 there ﬁrst son David was born, he was so wanted, however god had
other plans for David and he passed away quite quickly. They were devasted, none of their previous challenges
could compare with the sense of tremendous loss.
During this time Mick did a fair bit of contract work around the district, owning the ﬁrst peanut puller in the area,
he contracted to help pay for it, and subsequently then contracted out their small dozer to PNG to push the phone
line over the mountain and out to Crown-Thorpe. Again doing a job most others considered too dangerous and
unattainable.
Their second son arrived in 1961 and they started the family life, unfortunately they were unable to have any
more children. Their friendships continued to grow and ﬂourish with so many of the people in the district having
children of similar ages.
Through Marion they got more and more involved in the church and soon were attending services every week.
They increased their involvement in the church with dad becoming the Rectors Warden and mum involved in the
church guild. Mick became licenced and took many church services across the parish. They were very close to
the local clergy and maintained friendships right up to today.
Due to poor health a result of poisoning and other illnesses they were forced to sell the farm and move to
Murgon in 1975. Mick had a job selling Car’s and Tractors, which was a challenge to start with. But his friendly
nature ensued and he soon mastered the job. They adjusted to living in town, although the house was much
smaller and the neighbours very close.
Not long after moving to Murgon Mick suffered his ﬁrst of three heart attacks. Marion’s early aspiration of
being a nurse came into play with her devoting herself to getting him well again. His determination enabled him to
recover from three heart attaches and two strokes over the course of years. He continued to work over many of
these years until age 65.
In 1985 they with their son Brett purchased a small business in Murgon. Mick used his many contacts and his
love of people to drive the business growth, and Marion worked in a business for the ﬁrst time and absolutely loved
it. It gave her the ability to talk to people, which she loved to do, it was hard work but they both thrived on it
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They continued to establish themselves as foundation members of the broader community, Marion getting
involved heavily with Meals on Wheels and taking up leadership roles in the Guild etc. Mick and one of his
close friends Ray Hardiker took it upon themselves to drive the establishment of the aged care facility in
Murgon and their tireless commitment helped witnessed the ﬁrst Castra being built. This was during his time
with Lions Australia in Murgon.
Brett married for a second time to Sue and In the Mid 90’s Marion and Mick became grandparents and they
cherished every minute of the time with the girls. Chelsey, April and then Hayley gave them immense joy and
they picked up the affection names of Marnie and Skip. They visited Brett and family often in Toowoomba and
then in Brisbane until Marion could not travel due to acute arthritis. Restricting her to home and the use of a
wheeler walker, often in pain she rarely complained.
They both suffered with the loss of Jeff Magnussen, Marion’s brother and one of dad’s best friends. The
Magnussen family were/are intrinsically linked to the Kapernick family – holidays spend together, always there
for each other. Marion and Jeff spoke every day either in person or on the phone such was there bond. Sue,
jenny and Bruce were more like brother and sisters to me. We drew moral strength from the fact we all had
second parents when that time would arrive.
As they aged they taught us how to grow old gracefully with dignity, laughter, stories of their youth, and
kindness to their fellow man. They both had no fear of dying they went to god with joy and anticipation of the
next big journey. Such was their faith in the lord God
They knew the value of close friendships, built on trust, shared understanding and affection. They held
dear their extended family and friends throughout their lives. Many of you here today are part of that close
circle of friends. Their unrelenting ability to give of themselves, they became second mum’s and dad’s and
grandparents to so many, also offering guidance and being mentors to many more.
They could relate to people from all walks of life. Particularly Mick who was an extremely empathetic man,
he valued the character of a man over where he came from or his lineage. Both looked for the good in people
and so often found it and relished in it.
Of the 65+ years of marriage they taught us all what it was like to be fabulous parents and grandparents.
They knew the meaning of respect for each other and shared that with all, they were selﬁshly devoted to each
other totally and their son and his family.
In their later years, they enjoyed the many visits from family and friends, they cherished the younger
families and their kids that would come to visit and enthralled everyone with stories of their past, they would
tell them over and over again. Mick holding council on matters of government – rightly or wrongly. The Murgon
Men’s Shed became a big part of Dad’s life during these last few years. He loved the fellowship gained, old
friendships rekindled and the ability to offer advice, knowledge and experience in restoration of many projects
from tractors to wagons. Both of the tractors outside the church today lovingly restored with his advice and
assistance. Mum would patiently await his return on those Wednesdays.
Earlier this year they moved into Southern Cross Castra, Mick hated the idea and only went to be with
his beloved Marion. Truth be known he was in as much need of care as Marion was and the little lapses in
judgement and forgotten things fully supported the need for them to move. Staff tell stories of a wonderful
couple – devoted to each other, a beautiful caring woman and a cheeky, mischievous and knowledgeable man.
They assimilated reasonably well, but their time there was quick.
Dad passed on the Wednesday night after having the grand children and great grand children visit him in
hospital, he was fully aware they were there. I told him several times that day I loved him, he attempted to
tell me he loved me too. On Thursday morning I went to hold her hand and inform her, dad had passed, that
amazing sparkle in her eyes that was there as long as I can remember left and she started her journey to be
with him. The “I love you” must have passed between us a number of times. Sue and Jenny Magnussen were
constant companions to mum and I over these few difﬁcult days, it was ﬁtting as she was their second mum.
We gave mum permission to go to dad and asked her to say hello to all those amazing relatives, and friends
that have passed before them. Most of all I asked her to hug Dad for me.
We are going to miss them immensely. As I have said they both had a huge propensity for love and giving
of themselves, they were decent, honest and genuine people. They were the best parents anyone could ask
for and I am privileged to have been their son.
Brett Kapernick
Editors footnote, part of a copy of a letter Mick sent me, as he said to me on several occasions whilst
working with me at Clifton Motors, every day was a bonus and the doctors and specialists used to say, you
22

know Mick you shouldn’t still be with us.
Hi, I am Mick from the Murgon Men’s Shed, I know most people in the district know me, the Murgon Men’s
Shed became a meeting place for all men in the next 50 years plus. On looking back, I went to Brisbane to
see a doctor for heart problems which has been part of my life for years (the driver of the car from Graham
House, the driver none other than Paul Pfeffer we talked all the way down and back. When we arrived at
our home in Cobb Street he said it must be hard after all the years, Agriculture Farming with your brothers,
growing peanuts, linseed, sunﬂowers, potatoes, corn, wheat and having a contracting business, heading
crops, harvesting and threshing peanuts, bailing, and with the BTO 6 Crawler tractor you used for clearing and
contouring a lot of the mountain district.
I have had 2 Strokes and Lung problems so I sold my part of the farm and came to Murgon, selling cars and
owning the Ampol Service Station. I joined the Lions Club and am one of the 2 charter members left in town,
but it is a strong club around 35 years old. Other clubs Rotary, APEX and Quota have provided progress in
town with all the amenities a lot of bigger towns have longed for.
I saw Paul around 3 1/2 years ago and he said the members of The Murgon Men’s Shed were looking to
start a shed , hence the Murgon Men’s Shed.
I said I have plenty to do at home, but my wife Marion and Son Brett said to go down and see what they
are doing. The shed was in progress setting up in the ﬁrst 12/18 months. I met the committee President and
members and found out I knew a lot of them, on looking around I could see a lot of projects and I soon started
with a lot of the members rebuilding old farm wagons, drays, etc. As time went on we had more wagons, drays,
sulkies, tractors, engines and other broken down heaps of steel to make the above units in working order once
again. On looking back I was soon into my second year shed member number 48. The boys are a wonderful
friendly lot and we have a lot of fun and there is no animosity with any members.
In the 3 years since the Murgon Men’s Shed started a lot has been achieved with limited ﬁnance, but as I
have always said (from all Little Things , Big Things grow) and we can see by different clubs and people seeing
our achievements and pride of workmanship really standout.
Thanks to people like you, Mick, Murgon will continue to grow.

Central Balance Murgon update
Tip of the month: Take a breath and choose composure.
Sometimes when life is not going quite as smoothly as you would like, taking a breath and consciously
choosing composure, could be the pause that you require to change your outcome.
From mid-November, South Burnett Physiotherapy will be solely based out of its Murgon clinic, Central
Balance Murgon at the post ofﬁce. We will continue to provide quality and timely physiotherapy to South
Burnett residents.
Katie will provide physiotherapy services on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Massage therapy
with Jo Weldon will be offered on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. On Wednesdays, Katie works as a
life coach specialising in Wellness and Vision/Goals. Fran will continue in her role in the practice as a relief
physiotherapist as required.
Physiotherapy can help people recover from injury, reduce pain and stiffness, and increase mobility. A
physiotherapist can also help prevent further injury by listening to your needs and working with you to plan the
most appropriate treatment for your condition, including setting goals and treatment outcomes.
Massage can reduce muscle aches and pains, increase joint mobility and ﬂexibility, speed recovery from
exercise and promote relaxation. The types of massage available at Central Balance include: remedial
massage, reﬂexology, relaxation, hot stone massage, pregnancy massage and infant massage.
Life Coaching (including vision and goals coaching) involves helping people identify what they want from
their life. We work with a client to move forward and set personal and professional goals that will give them
the life they really want. Some life coaching clients are healthy, successful people who might be a bit stuck or
simply want to make a big change in their lives and want the support of their own personal coach to do so. If
you would like support in becoming healthier, being more active, developing healthier habits or losing weight,
Wellness Coaching might be for you.
If you have any questions about the closure of our Wondai clinic or our continued services in Murgon,
please do not hesitate to call Katie Zerner and the team on 4168 3883.
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Fantastic freshwater ﬁshing for the festive season.
The festive season is a great time of year to be outdoors with family and friends and It’s also the best time of
year to be on the water as the temps are hot, and the ﬁshing is accessible to every angler of any ability. If you
haven’t been out yet, make sure you start planning your next trip because this time of year is the best chance to
get yourself onto some trophy size Bass and Yellow belly from Lake Barambah and Boondooma dams.
Boondooma
Over the past couple of months, the ﬁsh have moved into the thermocline and are a real target for our avid
trollers and casters. The 15 to 25 foot zone is where you will ﬁnd them when you’re out in search of some ﬁsh. The
most productive areas on the dam are the deeper sections of water around the rocky walls and the Buoy line near
the dam wall. The most productive bite time is from lunch time through until dark when the day is at its hottest.
The key to ﬁnding a good school is using your electronics to slowly sound over likely areas. If you don’t have
a sounder tie on a couple of deep divers or a 5/8 spinnerbait and start trolling. If you get a bite or ﬁsh, troll around
the area that you had the action. Remember to be patient when looking for ﬁsh, as it may take a while to locate
them if you’re not familiar with the dam.
Rob with a couple cracking bass caught casting
near the wall at Boondooma.
Lately i’ve been catching my best quality ﬁsh
suspended in deep water. They have been sitting
in the thermocline at 15 to 20 feet. I target these
ﬁsh using a variety of baits, initially starting with a
soft bait, a 1⁄2 ounce rigged soft plastic. I cast this
out and begin counting to 7 seconds to let the lure
sink into the strike zone. When the plastic is down
to the desired depth I then start a slow roll and add
a few twitches every now and then to change the
swimming pattern, as the plastic glides through the
water. Continue this until you get bites but keep
rolling the plastic until you get a solid hook up.
If this method doesn’t work, don’t be afraid to
change your lure until you are happy.
Carissa with a nice bass caught on a spoon
The Bass can be fussy when it comes to feeding
when they are suspended in the column. I like to try
plastics ﬁrst and then move to a reaction bait. My
preferred reaction baits for summer suspended ﬁsh are 12 to 20 gram spoons, spoons like the Norries Wasabi,
Halco Twistie or Palms slow blatt are all great spoons for catching suspended ﬁsh in Boondooma.
With these lures, make a long cast and let the lure sink down 5 to 10 seconds. Once the lure is down in the
zone, start a fairly rapid retrieve with a few twitches every now
and then. This is where the ﬁsh are forced to either ignore
the lure or react out of instinct to bite as the bait zooms past.
It’s a very effective method, with Bass well over the 50 mark
regularly hitting the deck.
Trollers are catching some really nice ﬁsh using deep
diving hard bodies and 5/8 Bassman spinnerbaits around the
same areas as I mentioned earlier. The key is to be patient.
Bait ﬁsherman are catching some good numbers of Bass
and Yellow belly using live shrimp caught from the dam. Try to
anchor over prominent points in the dam in 15 to 20 feet and
also try the timbered sections of the dam.
Red claw have been a little slow but drop your pots around
the rocky banks of the dam and also just wide of the weed
beds.
Lake Barambah
BP dam has been very consistent over the last two
months, producing good numbers of ﬁsh of varying species
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and sizes. The ﬁsh are in great
quantity, but it just takes a bit of
moving around to put yourself onto
some quality. Areas to target are
the deeper water out the front of
the dam wall, wide of bass point
and off any main dam points that
hold deeper water of about 15ft.
The ﬁsh have been sitting in the
15 to 20 ft mark and on the bottom
in the same zone. I’ve been
catching the majority of ﬁsh using
a 1⁄2 ounce rigged plastic, with
the same method as explained
for Boondooma. Also heavier
spinnerbait’s and Chatterbaits have
been working well on the bigger ﬁsh
when your focussing on the reaction
bite.
Some big Yellow belly are being
caught, but they have been a bit
quiet. The key to catching a few
Goldens when its quiet, is to focus on ﬁshing the bottom or the many weed banks that encompass the dam. In this
case, tie on a blade and hop it gently off the bottom or out of the weed. The Yellow belly are a real sucker for a
hopped blade and it won’t take long to catch a few ﬁsh using this technique. The smaller Bass also don’t mind this
technique but it won’t be long and you’ll be in contact with some nice fat Golden Perch.
BP dam is a great spot to take the family and get amongst some bass
Trollers are getting good bags of ﬁsh trolling 5/8 Bassman spinnerbaits and deep diving hard bodies. Areas
to target are the deep water around in front of the dam wall, Bass point, around Lightening ridge and around any
prominent points.
Bait ﬁsherman are catching plenty of ﬁsh just wide of the steeper rocky banks. Don’t try and head up the back
of the dam as the water levels are low and you will get stuck in the mud.
Redclaw are about and are coming from the steeper banks with scattered timber.
The ﬁshing of late at BP and Boondooma have been fantastic with most sessions producing numbers of ﬁsh
and some great quality. BP dam is ﬁshing well for anyone wanting to learn how to ﬁsh suspended ﬁsh with soft
plastics. Boondooma has been producing a great mixed bag of species, so if you’d like to learn more about
targeting a particular species, all you have to do is ask.
If you’d like a great day out and all the info and knowledge to catch Bass, Yellow belly or Saratoga in our great
dams make sure you give me a call on 0408658592 and I’ll be happy to take you out for a great days ﬁshing. You
can also check out our website on www.australianfreshwaterﬁshing.com
Until next month, tight lines and bend rods. Matthew Langford.
We Sadly mourn the loss of:
L AUGHTON, Robert Walter (Bob), Late of Murgon,
SAUNDERS, Deyone Florence, Late of Coominya and formerly of Proston
KAPERNICK, Ivor Douglas (Mick), Late of Murgon,
KAPERNICK, Marion, Late of Murgon
PRATT, Brian Sperry, late of Bribie Island, formerly of Murgon.

Australia Day celebration at Cloyna
Murgon Lions and Cloyna Rural Fire Brigade will celebrate Australia Day at the Cloyna Hall at 3.00pm with games,
bar-b-q, plus more. Everyone is welcome to the celebration.
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BEST LAWYER STORY OF THE
YEAR, DECADE AND PROBABLY
THE CENTURY!!
Charlotte, North Carolina. USA.

Real Estate - Livestock - Country Attire

A lawyer purchased a box of very rare and
expensive cigars, then insured them against,
among other things, ﬁre.
Within a month, having smoked his entire
stockpile of these great cigars and without yet
having made even his ﬁrst premium payment on the
policy, the lawyer ﬁled a claim against the insurance
company.
In his claim, the lawyer stated the cigars were
lost ‘in a series of small ﬁres.’
The insurance company refused to pay, citing
the obvious reason, that the man had consumed the
cigars in the normal fashion.
The lawyer sued.. and WON!
(Stay with me.)
Delivering the ruling, the judge agreed with the
insurance company that the claim was frivolous.
The judge stated nevertheless, that the lawyer held
a policy from the company, which it had warranted
that the cigars were insurable and also guaranteed
that it would insure them against ﬁre, without
deﬁning what is considered to be unacceptable ﬁre’
and was obligated to pay the claim!

422 acres, mainly red and black scrub soils running back onto forest country,
approximately half ex cultivation, 9 dams + Rural Water Scheme, Older 4 bedroom
weatherboard home, machinery sheds, cattle yards with vet crush & calf cradle, bitumen
road frontage, school bus at front gate
Offers over $650,000

Rather than endure lengthy and costly appeal
process, the insurance company accepted the
ruling and paid $15,000 to the lawyer for his loss of
the cigars lost in the ‘ﬁres’.
NOW, FOR THE BEST PART
After the lawyer cashed the check, the insurance
company had him arrested on 24 counts of
ARSON!!!
With his own insurance claim and testimony
from the previous case being used against him, the
lawyer was convicted of intentionally burning his
insured property and was sentenced to 24 months
in jail and a $24,000 ﬁne.
This is a true story and was the First Place
winner in the Criminal Lawyers Award Contest!
ONLY IN AMERICA!
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240 Acres just on the edge of town, fully renovated lowset brick home, 3 bedrooms,
built ins, ofﬁce, rumpus, freshly painted, two bathrooms, large kitchen with dishwasher,
butlers’ pantry and plenty of storage, ducted air conditioning throughout, 22550 gal tank
water, 30.5m x 9m colourbond shed with 6 roller doors, cemented ﬂoor and single phase
power, cattle yards with scales and drafting yards, earth loading ramp, good pastures, 14
paddocks, excellent fencing, water holes and spring fed dam, school bus at the door.
$760,000

Of fice: (07) 4168 2850
Stacey: 0429 681 181
w w w.prattagencies.com.au

OFFICE Ph (07) 4168 2850
DENNIS Ph 4168 1979 - Mobile 0427 622 334

Hanwood Fish Hatchery Murgon

Some of the 100,000 Murray Cod ﬁngerlings destined for the ﬁsh farms at Chinchilla who will feed and care for
them to a palatable size before on selling them to the restaurants around Australia. Interesting isn’t it when you
think about it they came from Murgon.

Welcome to Rotary

New Rotary Club members Greg and Denise Wessling were inducted into the Murgon Rotary Club at a special
District Governors visit recently. District Governor Wendy Protheroe heard what the Murgon Rotary Club had
accomplished these last 12 months and learnt also what the Earlyact and Interact members were also planning in
Schools. District Governor Wendy Protheroe voiced her concern that a lot of the areas she has visited were still
dealing with Polio, a terrible disease, and how she hoped Rotary would be able to help in the eradication of Polio.
Photo L-R: Greg and Denise Wessling, Heath Sander-President, Wendy Protheroe- District Governor.
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Photo Top: Members of the Bjelke
Petersen Dam Fish Management
Committee stocking group and a group
of eager young helpers release 56,000
Australian Bass Fingerlings into BP Dam
in December 2017. and again on Saturday
1st December 2018, President Bill Schloss
and committee members were seen
releasing another 46,424. The ﬁsh were
purchased from our local Hanwood Fish
Hatchery. The ﬁngerlings were 5 months
old, 44mm long and weighed 1 gram. Yes
we did count them, the method is fantastic.
The next release is planned for the
Australia Day long weekend.
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Hello Shed Men, Lounge Room Ladies, and Community Members.
This Date Claimer for February needs to be in your new diary for the 2nd. & 3rd. of February 2019.
An Accurate account of Creation as found in the Bible, explained in detail by Tas who, for many years has
studied the events and is keen to share them with us all.
He will be speaking at the South Burnett Shed Men on the Saturday the 2nd. February 2019 at 5.00 pm at Nev.
& Jason Jorgensen’s Shed, 88 Jorgensen’s Road....Turn right 7 Km’s from the silos on Barkers Creek Road.
On Sunday the 3rd. at 9.00 am he will be at “SMOKO WITH GOD” in the Booie Hall for a community morning
tea. 22 Km’s from Kingaroy, follow Barkers Creek Road / turn right at Burkes Road / turn left at the “T” Junction /
right at the next “T” Junction and the hall is on the left. All are welcome.
On Sunday evening at 5.00 pm, Tas Walker will be guest speaker at an evening arranged by the “Kingaroy
District Ministry Association” in St. John’s School Hall on Ivy Street Kingaroy.
Please feel free to bring a friend to any of these opportunities. Creation Ministries guarantees no one will be
disappointed.
Dusty Hill Vineyard presents

PRAWN ON THE LAWN
for Australia Day.
Saturday 26th January
5.00pm -8.00pm,
live music
Last day of trade till 28th February
due to picking and vintage
Tickets available on line,
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/
dusty-hill-vineyard-14532559773
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True story written by a WW1 soldier from his Diary’s
Private Frank Baker, Pomona QLD.

Lovingly given to us by his Daughter in Law Joy Baker and Grand Daughter Tricia Beckett
When you read these transcripts, you
can’t believe how our forefathers travelled,
mainly by train, horse, bus, tram and
boat and the hardships that these WW1
veterans endured for us to enjoy the world
in which we live.
Continued from December Edition:
We made an attack on the night of the
2nd Jan 1917. To try to take some strong
points which the English troops failed in
three attempts. We hopped of at 7.30 pm.
Got into the German trenches before he
knew we were coming . after some heavy
ﬁghting , we took the place capturing land
on 100 preminus . We were told to hold
the frontiers at all cost ,we held it for 6
hours when the German counter attacked
in large force, we sent a s.o.s. For artillery
to give us a Barrage , but no reply, we sent up another. But still the same answer came from guns. Nil. Well, after
ﬁghting hand to hand them and throwing all his bombs we found and our own at Him we were surrounded and had
to try to make our way back to our original frontier. and to go through the barrage Fritz put on us, it was murder,
there was only a few of escaped and we had to leave a lot. The wounded men behind us. I just got away as Fritz
came down the trench, throwing bombs at us, When we got back to our old position. The word was passed along
to stand fast Fritz was likely to come on further, we got some information from some of the prisioners. They said
they were waiting for an attack at the cross roads behind their lines
We sent up the sos again for support from the artillery but no reply came from the guns.
I thought my time had come that night Fritz stopped when he had taken back the position they had just lost.We
were relieved the following night by one of own Battalion belonging to my Brigade , they went over the following
night with artillery support and took the position and held it .we were out for a few days camping at a place called
Mamtiy. When who should popin Dennis Aspinuld and Frank Grant.
They were talking to me a little while when they were camped by a place called Cosy corner, we shifted the
following day to Beenafray Woods stopped there a night when we where taken up to the trenches. Still freezing
and raining we were Fritz up as he was retreating back from Bopaume . we were taken toBozentin stopped the
night on the move again next day, march back as far as Riberment stopped there for about a week. .We left
Ribermeny the next morning the 6th of April1917. Marched through Meanet through Albert to Frycourt camped
there the night on the move marched all day stopped that night at. Bozentin up to 3pm next morning. On the move
again marched that day camped the night into a place called Greaillius , on the move again next day , marching all
day . Passed through Baparime to a village called Traville and stopped. .
The next morning Fritz started to shell the village so we had to move out early ourselves in along a bank of a
road , we just got mildly settled down when the word came to be ready to move to the trenches .in an hours time.
We fell in and we marched off raining, blowing and wet with sleet falling at intervals, we reached the reserve d
trenched Next morning had to dig ourselves in the best way we could and it was still raining. It was pitch dark
we had no blankets with us wringing wet, through. For several days we moved to the front Line in the in front
of Larricourt. Was there doing our ﬁrst duty and patrol watch for a few days, when we were releived by the 9th
Battalion and just before the relief was completed Fritz started with his artillery . killing the wounded a good many .
He shelled the roads and country for miles. the lines we had . We had a very rough passage out. That night along
its banks of the road just out side Faraville. It was still freezing and snowing with rain in between at times . We
rested the following day word came through to fall in and go to the trenches . The following night we made a start
, we were on the road and a Fritz came over in an aeroplane and dived down at us and ﬁred his machine guns
luckly no one was hit. We fetched him down with riﬂe and machine gun ﬁre and we proceeded on our journey.
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“Thank you to all who attended the QRRRWN Barambah Branch “Christmas with a Cause “ function at the
Wondai RSL. The day was a huge success and so much fun with rafﬂes, best dressed prizes and the Wearable Art
Parade. Sr Christine from Downs West Community Support expressed her gratitude for our fund-raising effort to
help those most in need.

SB PCYC South Burnett School Holiday Activity Program
Activities continue daily through to January 26th including visits to the Murgon Pool, free movie nights, Rugby
League Skills, Skateboarding, Disco’s, Multi Sports,
Get the full program of events by visiting the PCYC in Macalister Street Murgon.
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Lots of children eagerly waiting for Santa’s presents at the Tablelands Christmas Breakup

Councillor Kathy Duff at the Legacy Ladies Christmas Luncheon
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BIEDO Chief Executive Ofﬁcer, Kristy Frahm welcomes interested stakeholders to the Drought Forum and to
be part of this important discussion,
“we know the effects of drought on
business and community are potentially
disastrous,” she said.
Federal Member for Wide Bay, Llew
O’Brien MP invited Special Envoy for
Drought Assistance and Recovery,
Barnaby Joyce MP to visit Murgon.
Earlier this year, the Prime
Minister appointed Mr Joyce as the
Special Envoy for Drought Assistance
and Recovery ‘to listen to affected
communities so he can feed back
a deeper picture of the human and
economic impact of the drought,
including positive examples of
resilience.’
The South Burnett and Cherbourg
local government areas form part of
58.1% of the land area of Queensland
currently drought declared. “Drought
chips away at the social and economic
fabric of our communities and recovery
can be long and complex.” The meeting
was well attended by a good cross
section of farmers and community
businesses.
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Proston Men’s Shed Christmas Breakup

Wondai Celebrates their 100th Parkrun
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Photo : L to R Phil Brown, Karla Grimes, Richard Grimes, Margery & Sally Grimes at the Boondooma Homestead
Christmas Breakup.

Wheatland’s School Year 6 Graduation
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Some of the Murgon Visitor Information Council Volunteers Christmas Breakup.
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Murgon
Neighbourhood Watch
Christmas Breakup

Trust Mom
Ben invited his mother over for dinner. During the meal, his mother couldn’t help noticing how beautiful Ben’s
roommate was. She had long been suspicious of a relationship between Ben and his roommate and this only made her
more curious
Over the course of the evening, while watching the two interact, she started to wonder if there was more between
Ben and his roommate than met the eye. Reading his Mom’s thoughts, Ben volunteered, I know what you must be
thinking, but I assure you, Allison and I are just roommates.
About a week later, Allison came to Ben and said, Ever since your mother came to dinner, I’ve been unable to ﬁnd the
beautiful silver gravy ladle. You don’t suppose she took it, do you.
Ben said, well I doubt it, but I’ll write her a letter just to be sure. So he sat down and wrote: Dear Mother, I’m not
saying you did take a gravy ladle from my house, and I’m not saying you did not take a gravy ladle. But the fact remains
that one has been missing ever since you were here for dinner.
Several days later, Ben received a letter from his Mother which read;
Dear Son, I’m not saying that you do sleep with Allison, and I’m not saying that you do not sleep with Allison. But the
fact remains that if she was sleeping in her own bed, she would have found the gravy ladle by now. Love Mum.

The winning
Christmas lights
in Murgon
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A large attendance at the 2018 Murgon Business & Development Assoc Inc AGM.

Photo L-R : Elected ofﬁcials Lorraine Goodchild & Stacey Perrett Treasurer, Leo Geraghty President,
Margaret Long Secretary.

DATE CLAIMER
The Murgon show is happening on the 15th and 16th March.
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Clovely Estate:
Major awards, evocative new label designs and fresh-pressed olive oil – it’s all been happening at Clovely
Estate and the local Moffatdale winery has been going from strength to strength.
Visitors should check out the new labels which make the wines a wonderful souvenir of our region. The labels,
which celebrate the South Burnett landscape, feature specially commissioned artwork by Claudia Husband, a
Queensland artist and printmaker. She visited the region for inspiration and has created a ﬁtting interpretation.

Men and Young Men’s Fashion, Workwear,
Sportswear, Surfwear, Formal Hire, In House Embroidery

The wine inside the bottles is some of Queensland’s
best too! Three different wines were awarded more than
90 points by James Halliday this year (the 2014 Saperavi,
2013 Double Pruned Shiraz, 2010 Blanc de Blanc
and 2017 Semillon). Equally impressive, Clovely won
‘Champion Mainstream Variety White Wine of Show’ at the
Queensland Wine Awards with a gold medal for its 2010
Semillon, together with a strong haul of other medals.

87 Lamb Street Murgon. 4605
Ph/ Fax: 07 4168 1355

For the gourmet, Clovely Estate’s olive oil is grown
here in their olive groves and cold-pressed in Murgon. The
2018 pressing bursts with rich local fruitfulness and is now
available.

Welcome to Murgon’s new web site
Lots of stories, photos, events
download the Murgon Moments
A great place to Live, Work & Play
murgon.net.au

The Clovely Estate Moffatdale Cellar Door is open
for wine tasting Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays
(except Christmas Day) from 10am to 4pm. Ph 4168 4788

Ah: 07 4168 1149, Mob: 0417 608 929
E-Mail: marksmith@burnett.net.au
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clovely.com.au Media release courtesy South Burnett
Regional Council Volunteer Newsletter

JOKE FOR
THE MONTH

41698700

41698400

An 80-year-old man is having his annual check-up.
The doctor asks him how he’s feeling. The old man
replies “I’ve got an 18 year old bride who’s pregnant
and having my child ! What do you think about that?”
The doctor considers this for a moment, then he says,
“Well, let me tell you a story, I know a guy who’s an
avid hunter. He never misses a season. But one day
he’s in a bit of a hurry and he accidently grabs his
umbrella instead of his gun.
“So he’s in the woods and suddenly a grizzly bear
appears in front of him! He raises up his umbrella,
points it at the bear, and squeezes the handle. The
bear drops dead in front of him suffering from a bullet
wound in its chest.”
“That’s impossible! Someone else must have shot
that bear,” the man said.
“Exactly.” replied the doctor

Advertising Charges
MURGON MOMENTS
All Ad Prices in Colour

SINGLE
12
MONTHLY MONTHLY
PRICE
PRICE
INC GST INC GST

LLEW O’BRIEN

41212936

FULL PAGE (in colour)

$600.00

$600.00

1/2 PAGE

$280.00

$260.00

1/4 PAGE

$125.00

$115.00

LARGE MATCHBOX

$75.00

$68.00

COMB LARGE MATCHBOX

$170.00

$158.00

RH SMALL MATCHBOX

$60.00

$53.00

LH SMALL MATCHBOX

$45.00

$38.00

COMBINATION LARGE
MATCHBOX FRONT PAGE
(MAX 3 CONS ISSUES)

$245.00
inc GST

IN COLOUR
All prices include GST
OVER 3000 ISSUES PRINTED
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Members of the Barambah Ministers Assoc in Proston for prayers and morning tea.

Lily Ponds A-La Carte Licensed Restaurant
Open to the Public Mon- Thurs nights from 6.00pm

Bookings preferred- ph: 4168 1400.

SES EMERGENCY NUMBER

132500

CLOSING TIME

For all news items and advertisements is the 25th of each
month and they are to be either EMAILED to
lgeraghty@datawave.net.au or delivered to
Clifton Motors,
54 Macalister St, Murgon
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Kathy’s Comments
Looking Forward
I would like to wish everyone all the very best for 2019. There are
some exciting projects for our area in the next 12 months. We will
be starting on the renewal of the Murgon CBD footpath which is a
project that I have been trying to achieve for a long time. The other
exciting project is the Proston Men’s Shed. They have a shed to put
up and we have been trying for a long time to ﬁnd a suitable spot. I
think this year should see the erection of a fully operational Proston
Men’s Shed. There is a commitment from our Council to grade
every rural road and ﬁx the drains so that should be a major help to
our rural producers. The Byee Road near the Wheatland’s School
that has caused a lot of concern will have a widening upgrade. The
reinvent Proston should be well underway with new plans to help
the Main Street. I’m still pushing for a major industry to replace
the lost meatworks jobs and trying for fuel for Proston. The small
villages including Proston and Hivesville should have new signage
to welcome visitors to their communities. Hivesville will have a
standpipe installed to provide locals with a reliable source of nonpotable water and rerooﬁng and restumping the Mondure Hall is
on the list to be done.
Looking Back
January- The Boxing Day storms hit areas around our region and a
BlazeAid camp was set up in Murgon to assist farmers. Jim Kingston
was awarded an Order of Australia Medal. Scott Prendergast was
named the South Burnett Murgon Local Achiever, Richard Bridges
was named the South Burnett Sportsman of the year and Max
Conlon won the South Burnett Senior Cultural award.
February– Murgon and the South Burnett said goodbye to Bill
Roberts. Lady Flo, Percy Iszlaub and Rita Pratt were also laid
to rest earlier in the year. Boondooma Dam Fishing Comp was a
huge success with over 1000 entrants in the event.
March – Proston and Murgon held successful shows. Proston held
a very successful Easter Parade and Regatta in the Park.
April- There were some beautiful Anzac Day services held around
our region. Boondooma Homestead hosted another successful
Spirit of the Bush event. Lee Porter and Carolyn Summers painted
artwork depicting local tourist destinations on the Murgon Visitor
Information Centre.
May- Our new CEO, Mark Pitt arrived. The Reconciliation Fun Run
was a huge success. The Murgon Lions Club ofﬁcially opened the
upgrade to Lions Park as their Centenary Project. Cornett’s IGA
opened the extensions in Murgon.
June –Council handed down their budget that included $260,000 to
renew the footpath in front of Mitre 10 in Murgon. Council included
the Road Levy in the General Rates that caused high rate rises
particularly for some high valued rural properties. The discount
period was extended to assist. Youth crime has been causing major
problems and there were pleas for more Government Support.
July-NAIDOC week celebrations were held around the Region.
I had the honour of ofﬁcially opening the new playground at the
Wheatland’s School.
August -Boondooma Homestead hosted the biggest ever Scots
in the Bush. The community said goodbye to Irma Close and Mary
Robert’s. Support from the Government came with more Police and
other initiatives to help with Murgon and Cherbourg youth crime.

September – Moffatdale Ridge hosted a spectacular Italian
Festival. The Qld Dairy & Heritage Museum celebrated their
30th birthday. Twelve men from Mapleton Men’s Shed came to
Proston to work for a week at the Golf Club. Proston hosted a large
Community Health Forum and Hivesville QCWA celebrated their
95th birthday.
October-Murgon hosted a spectacular Running and Rail Trail
Festival that unfortunately was washed out around lunch time.
BP Dam held a very successful Fishing Competition with plans
to make it an annual event. The Council held a series of Listening
Tours around the Region. I was given the Rural Portfolio in addition
to my other positions.
November – The Murgon Footpath upgrade was approved at the
Council meeting to be included in next year’s budget. I had the
honour of ofﬁcially opening another spectacular Rotary Murgon
Music Muster featuring Adam Harvey. Hivesville hosted their
Anniversary Markets. BlazeAid came back to our region after
another series of devastating storms. Bats in Proston were causing
a lot of problems. Remembrance Day Centenary Services were
held around the region.
December - The Flying Foxes in Proston left the community. The
Murgon footpath plans were discussed with the MBDA. Council
received 2 million dollars towards a water feasibility study. The
PCYC launched the Restart Program to support youth. BIEDO
held a successful Drought Forum.
These are just a few snippets of some of the things that happened
in 2018. Thank you to everyone for your incredible support
throughout the year. As always I am working on following up jobs
and concerns that have been brought to my attention. Please
contact me if you have an issue or wish to make an appointment.
Cr Kathy Duff (Division 5) South Burnett Regional Council
(Deputy Mayor) Phone 07 41680225 or 0437020705 or email
kduff@southburnett.qld.gov.au

43

44

Large crowds enjoyed the indoor 2018 Christmas carnival at Proston

Brian Pratt, a former resident of Murgon passed away on 25th November, 2018. Not only was he my big
brother but he was special to a lot of other people as well.

Brian did his primary schooling at the
Murgon State High School and went to Ipswich
Boys Grammar School for years nine and ten
(which back then was known as Junior). Brian
was an A-Grade student so when the difﬁcult
question was asked if he would like to go on
and complete Senior (years eleven and twelve)
he declined, the main reason being that he
came from a large family and with our Father
passing away, he became the ‘man of the
family’ and he was a great help to us all.

Brian married and had two children – David and Katrina.

Time though doesn’t stand still and Brian
applied for a job at the P.M.G. and worked
under Col Pearen Snr.(now deceased). Today
it is known as Telstra. One of the highlights of
his working career with Telstra was installing
satellites in Central Australia with Iterra, and he
was happy.

It was at this time he moved from Brisbane to Melbourne to further his career. When it was time for retiring, they
moved to Bribie Island.
His two children, like a lot of young folk, badly wanted to have an interest outside of the home and school. They
chose to learn how to play the bagpipes (as it was something their grandfather had done) and it was then that
Brian became a good volunteer and took on many voluntary jobs such as President and Treasurer with the various
clubs that he and his family were involved with.
Brian was also a volunteer member of V.M.R. (the voluntary marine rescue) – the club members had a guard of
honour at his funeral.
Brian was also a member of the C.M.F. and rose to the rank of Sergeant.

Brian always tried to be a good husband, father and grandfather, and his passing means a big loss to a lot

of people. One of Brian’s joys was to go driving, on and
on and on – he loved exploring new roads and places. To
Brian it did not matter how far he went, but you were a bit
concerned when he asked you if you wanted to go for a
drive with him and you would ask him how long it would
take and his reply would be ‘whenever I feel that I have had
enough for the day, I just turn around and back to home I
would go.’

Brian went on his ﬁnal drive at the end of November and
a lot of hearts were broken, the day God took him home.
R.I.P. MY BIG BROTHER
Written by Lyn Koy

KITCHEN • WARDROBES • VANITIES
SECURITY DOORS • FLY SCREENS
SHOWER SCREENS • REGLAZING
TIMBER & GLASS CUT TO SIZE

Ph: 07

4168 2600

Fax: 07 4168 2610 Mobile: 0409 821 047
12 Retschlag St, Murgon 4605

PHYSIOTHERAPIST:
Katie Zerner
MASSAGE THERAPIST:
Jo Weldon

Suite 2, Post Ofﬁce Corner

Phone: 4168 3883

LIFE AND WELLNESS
COACH:
Katie Zerner
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Murgon’s Local News

Bringing You the Local Issues

The South Burnett’s Local Station
The Burnett’s Best Music Mix

Working together to bring you the issues that matter most

Great turnout for Murgon RSL Community Luncheon
I was honoured to be guest speaker at the Murgon RSL Sub-Branch
community luncheon held at the Murgon RSL on Thursday 29th November.
The quarterly luncheons are always a popular event, with 120 people
attending the end-of- year Christmas lunch.
I’d like to thank President, Trevor Williamson, and the RSL Sub-Branch
members for inviting me to be a part of the event. The Murgon RSL SubBranch are quiet achievers, who do an amazing job all year round for the
Murgon community and their efforts deserve to be recognised. It was lovely
to meet so many people, hear their stories and enjoy good company at the
Murgon RSL.
As we approach the New Year, I would like to wish you and your family
health, happiness and prosperity for 2019.
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FREE OVERNIGHT
(Max 48 hrs)

Murgon Camp Ground
Krebs St Murgon Qld
RV FRIENDLY

Santa helpers at the Hivesville Christmas Party

Local member Deb Frecklington and Trevor
Watts the Opposition spokesman for Police
Affairs attended a meeting with the executive of
the Murgon Neighbourhood Watch.
Photo L-R : President Brett Sander, Trevor
Watts MP, Phenella Hiron Secretary / Treasurer,
Deb Frecklington MP.

A large crowd attended the Proston school Awards night.

Murgon Judo’s end of year event at the SB PCYC

Wondai Tidy Towns Presentation
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