MURGON
MOMENTS

Issue Number 171 January 2021

“Within Community Comes Unity”

106 Lamb Street, Murgon 4605. P.O. Box 166, Ph (07) 41681066, Mob 0429 024 041
E-Mail Editor: lgeraghty@datawave.net.au
MURGON at the foothills of Boat Mountain, in the heart of the Burnett Valley, part of the great South Burnett.

The Town of Murgon

Photo courtesy Denise Keelan

2021 is set to be a fantastic year for the Murgon community with industry and real estate being snapped up by
hungry southern buyers.
Old Murgon Meatworks site
There is a contract on the old Murgon Meatworks site. It is still subject to due diligence until May, but we are
confident that we will see some positive activity after May that will be great for the local economy. Part of the plan
that is being looked at is an industrial hub as there is a large piece of industrial zoned land with plenty of available
water. We can pass your details on if there is anyone who would like to follow up and be part of this great
opportunity.

Continued page 12

Burnett Water Feasibility Study
Mayoral Media Statement Burnett Water Feasibility Study Mayor Brett Otto is excited to announce the completion
of the second stage of the $2 million National Water Infrastructure Development Fund – Burnett Water Feasibility
Study. The Australian Government, through the Queensland Government, provided funding towards the North
and South Burnett Feasibility Study through the National Water Infrastructure Development Fund (NWIDF). The
Queensland Government entered in an agreement with the proponents, both South Burnett Regional Council and
North Burnett Regional Council to complete the feasibility study. Through the assessment phase of the feasibility
study both Councils coordinated stakeholder engagements and public consultations. The recommendations of the
study reflect an independent assessment by Jacobs of options to increase water supply and security across the two
local government areas. Mayor Otto is pleased to announce the culmination of this stage of the study in the release
of the Option’s Analysis Report. Following a high-level assessment which confirmed all options for the South Burnett
as feasible, detailed assessment was used to rank and order the projects, with a number of short-listed projects
being carried through for more detailed consideration. These projects were further considered against issues such as
social impact, environmental parameters, sustainability and economic benefits. This work recently completed by the
project Consultants, Jacobs, addresses project cost and benefit as well as job creation of each of the projects. The
key recommendations of the Options Analysis are: • Construct a re-regulating weir on Barambah Creek (Barlil Weir);
• Referral of efficiency measures to the Queensland Government for review aimed at optimising water access rules in
order to support agricultural supply chain improvements; and • The South Burnett Integrated Water Initiative. This last
recommendation has a number of components, including: 1. Investigate a permanent transfer of high priority water
from the Tarong power station to secure an urban water supply for Kingaroy; 2. Securing a combination of private
and public investment for the construction of a water recycling plant at Swickers facility in Kingaroy; 3. Examining
the viability and process of converting Gordonbrook Dam from urban to irrigation use; and 4. Securing additional
water for irrigators in Blackbutt, to be transported through the Wivenhoe pipeline. Mayor Otto said, “Council supports
these recommendations and as the next phase of the project, proposes to jointly fund the preparation of a 25-year
Economic Roadmap to provide strategic direction for the South Burnett, preparing and managing strategic water
opportunities. This next phase of the Burnett Water Feasibility Study programmed for early 2021 is also planned to
support advancement of the recommended projects.” To stay up to date with the Burnett Water Feasibility Study and
to find a copy of the Options Analysis Report visit Council’s Website at https://
www.southburnett.qld.gov.au/water-feasibility-study. Mayor Brett Otto

Wondai Road, Proston is officially
Santa Clause Lane…
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Here comes Santa Claus, here comes Santa Claus, coming down Santa
Claus Lane… or in this case, Wondai Road, Proston! In preparation for
the festive season and as an incentive for neighbours to work together to
demonstrate their Christmas spirit, South Burnett residents were urged to band
together and light up their homes for Christmas! Council received numerous
entries to the CEO’s ‘Santa Claus Lane’ Christmas lights competition, vying for
the title of ‘Santa Claus Lane’. South Burnett Regional Council’s Chief Executive
Officer Mark Pitt said, “Santa Claus Lane aims to promote a sense of community
by encouraging neighbours to work collaboratively creating light shows and this
year we requested entrants to nominate why they and their neighbours should
be granted the coveted title.” Santa Claus Lane winners receive a fingerboard to
display for posterity, and each year’s signpost is marked with the year. “We want
to foster a community spirit in the South Burnett, and this is one small simple
way of getting people talking and working together,” Mr Pitt said. Mr Pitt said, “A
big congratulations to all the families on Wondai Road, Proston for submitting
entries into the competition. Their combined displays best embodied Christmas
and cooperation and will receive a ‘Santa Claus Lane’ street sign to display on
their street permanently!” “The ‘Santa Claus Lane’ street sign is a perpetual
award, with this being the second year. We hope to continue each Christmas
season to recognize the winning street’s participation in the Christmas Lights
display.” “Congratulations must also go to residents at Pring Street and Amaroo
Drive, Wondai, Muir Drive, Nanango and Carroll Street, Kingaroy as highly
commended,” Mr Pitt said. For further information regarding the ‘Santa Claus
Lane’ award, contact Council’s Executive Services team on 4189 9100 or email
info@sbrc.qld.gov.au.

As COVID-19 is continuing to cause disruptions, please see below information regarding some immediate and
upcoming changes which may affect your business.
Digital Contact Tracing
Yesterday, Premier Palaszczuk announced all businesses who collect customer information, must now use
digital methods and paper-based collections will no longer be acceptable.
At CCIQ, we recognise the importance of contact tracing and the role it has on keeping businesses open and
operating.
If your business is yet to adopt a digital platform, CCIQ recommends Safe Visit.
Safe Visit is a Queensland developed, online platform that is available
FREE to all businesses.
It takes less than 2 minutes to sign up and have working with no signup
fees or ongoing costs. Customer data is stored onshore in Australia, and
is only used for contact tracing and the data can be made available within
minutes if required.
You can find out more at www.safevisit.com.au.
We anticipate there will be an increased focus on COVID safe compliance
over the holiday period. You can check the current restrictions and
requirements for your business here.
JobKeeper
JobKeeper 2.1 will come into effect from January 4th, and businesses will
need to reapply and show that your GST has declined in the December 2020
quarter. Full details are here.
Payroll Tax survey
We know the road to recovery beyond COVID will take time. Beyond
stimulus, there needs to be reform, especially regarding Payroll Tax.
CCIQ, in partnership with the Australian Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ACCI), is embarking on a campaign to raise awareness of the
burden of payroll tax on Australian business and the broader economy.
We invite you to complete this survey on our website which will help detail
the financial impact of Payroll Tax on business and help in identifying the
necessary reforms.
We’ll continue to keep you informed of any further changes which may
take place.
Kind regards,
CCIQ
Australia Day Celebrations 2021
The South Burnett Australia Day
Awards night will be held this year
at the Wondai Town Hall on the eve
of Australia Day, Monday January
25th 2021. Aussies let us sing our
songs, throw a prawn on the barbie,
the rellies from the big smoke have
rocked Sunday arvie. The fellas are
watching footie, the esky’s in the ute,
we reckon this great land of ours is really pretty beaut. We’ve crocs as big as
Mallee bulls and joey’s jumping free., we’ve a bonza rock out in the center
and billabongs by the sea. If you go out back of Bourke, you can make a quid
or two, but don’t forget the blowies, by crikey they’ll get you. You can learn
the dinky di lingo and read the local rag, maybe try some Aussie tucker and
go off the main drag. Tho there’s droughts and floods and fires, covid-19,
cyclones and stormy thunder, let’s raise a glass to OZ, the wide brown land
down-under.

2021
Jan 14
Feb 13
Feb 28
Mar 13
April 11
April 17

Movie World
Mystery Trip h
Outback Spectacular
Kookaburra Queen Lunch Cruise
John Williamson: ‘A 50 year Celebration’
(Empire Theatre)
South Burnett Wine Tour

2021 TOURS
11 Day/10 Night Taste of Tasmania: Wednesday, 17
February 2021 – Sunday, 28 February 2021

Alice Springs & Ayers Rock – Saturday, 19 June 2021
– Wednesday, 23 June 2021
Christmas on Norfolk Island – December 2021

Murgon to Kingaroy Daily.
Depart Murgon 7.40am and 2pm.
• Also Kingaroy TAFE Bus:
Depart Kingaroy 8.35am & Return 3pm
For more information Contact
Pursers Coaches Pty Ltd.
Telephone: 07 – 41681533
Email: purserscoaches@bigpond.com
Website: www.purserscoaches.com.au
YOUR LOCALLY OWNED AND
OPERATED BUSINESS
For enquiries regarding school
bus or bus charter.

Contact Harvy or Andrew
on 4168 1533
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The Burnett has welcomed beautiful rain but it is far
from drought breaking rain
Drought relief as Summer heats up Mother Nature has certainly thrown
a mixed bag of conditions at the Burnett inland this week with patchy rain
areas and high temperatures.
The unstable conditions have no doubt contributed to the Burnett Inland
Economic Development Organisation (BIEDO) fielding increasing enquiries
in relation to drought across the Burnett Inland. BIEDO CEO Kristy
Frahm said the organisation was assisting with connecting producers
with measures, initiatives, and services available to support them during
challenging times.
“This has been an extraordinary year with businesses facing drought
and COVID-19, so government agencies and community groups are
doing what they can to give people a hand up by providing assistance or
information.” “BIEDO is committed to getting the message out there to
as many producers as possible through our Hand Up database, so they
can take advantage of these initiatives,” Ms Frahm said. BIEDO Project
Officer, Alan Broome has seen firsthand what is happening on droughtstricken land. “Young crops are suffering under the hot dry conditions, or
areas remain to be planted. Pasture growth from the October rains lacks
bulk and is rapidly drying off or being eaten down. “A producer advised that
any rain ran off sloping country resulting in limited grass growth and he is
now looking to resume supplementary feeding,” Mr Broome said. Senior
Agriculture Extension Officer at the Department of Agriculture, Damien
O’Sullivan addressed an Ag Network gathering recently noting “forecasts
of a wet winter and spring under La Nina have failed to materialise, with
some questioning if it will happen at all,” he said. Mr O’Sullivan suggested
the Weekly Tropical Climate Note issued by the Bureau of Meteorology
was one of the most comprehensive insights as to when elusive rain might
fall.
Widespread media coverage of record crops and an end to the drought
in the south seem to ignore the ongoing problems in Queensland, where
surface and underground water supplies remain depleted in many areas.
While cattle prices have been at record levels, many producers’
have lacked the stock from several years of drought to capitalise on
this situation. Ms Frahm reminded Burnett producers there is a growing
database of financial and support services available as both the North
Burnett and South Burnett regions remain drought declared.

MURGON MEN’S
SHED
Sale of
Firewood
in small bags
or trailer loads

for $50

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS
Meets every
Wednesday night
at 6.00pm
in
Cultural Building/ Mens Shed.
Proston.
All Welcome.

Contact: 0427137140
for more information

STRUDDYS SPORTS
MURGON
Number On Shop for NRL Gear
• Sports Wear • School Uniforms
• Work Wear

• Embroidery

• Huge range of Running Shoes/Footwear

By Tony Turton
4

Dob In a Dealer
campaign will help clean up
drugs in Wide Bay
Dob in a Dealer campaign run by Crime Stoppers
Australia, benefitting communities across Wide Bay.
The program is funded from the proceeds of crime,
money that was destined to line the pockets of our
most serious criminals.
“Dob in a Dealer is a call to action to Wide
Bay communities to provide Crime Stoppers with
information to assist law enforcement in disrupting
the import, manufacture and supply of ice and other
harmful illicit drugs,”
“We encourage Wide Bay residents to anonymously
contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or online at
www.crimestoppers.com.au to ‘dob in’ those people
profiting from the use of illicit drugs in our community.
“Drugs such as ice have a devastating impact on
local communities.
“The Government recognises that police can’t fight
this on their own, and that our community can play
a strong part to undermine and disrupt any criminal
business models operating in local areas,” The
last Dob in a Dealer campaign, which ran between
February 2016 and March 2017, saw an average
national increase of 95 per cent in drug-related
information reports, including an increase of 143 per
cent in the number of amphetamine-related reports
from the public.
During 2016 in Queensland, Crime Stoppers
received more than 17,000 drug-related information
reports, including more than 5200 amphetaminerelated reports. This led to more than 600 arrests and
the seizure of more than $1 million worth of drugs.

MURGON
Enjoy our world-class scenic views from
the many natural parks on Boat Mountain.

Murgon
Reduced to
$90,000 a
great fixer
upper. 3
bedrooms,
polished
floors.
Good sized living extends to dining and built in kitchen. There are
French doors that lead to a small front deck. Timber floors. Ceiling
fans. This corner allotment is fenced.
Murgon
Older style
home on
timber
stumps. 2
bedrooms,
full length
front
enclosed
verandah.
Living with
wood fire
and air
conditioner.
Ceiling fans. separate dining and built in kitchen. Concreted under
house. $115,000
Goomeri
Home on
steel stumps
comprises of
3 bedrooms
spacious air
conditioned
living. Built
in modern
kitchen.
The bathroom benefits from a bath and separate shower. Small front
deck. Fully and well fenced. Large double bay lockable shed in rear
yard. Enclosed under. Town and tank water connected to the house
$165,000
Wondai This
very private
home is in
excellent
order and
is ready
to move
straight into.
3 good sized
bedrooms all
with built in robes. Open plan kitchen dining. Lovely well established
private gardens. $199,000

email - murgonre@bigpond.net.au
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National Carp Control Plan – update
I have provided some dot points on the National Carp Control Plan.
·
The National Carp Control Plan is an important initiative that will determine the feasibility of using Cyprinid
herpesvirus 3 (the carp virus) as a biological control agent for common carp in Australia.
·
In January 2020, the Fisheries Research and Development corporation (FRDC) delivered its assessment
of the feasibility of using the carp virus as a biological control agent for common carp in Australia to the
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment, noting that there are additional pieces of research still
underway. The department and FRDC decided that integrating key research results into a single document would
best facilitate assessment and government consideration of the carp virus’s potential as a biocontrol agent.
·
The three areas of scientific work being undertaken include:
·
additional testing of rainbow trout, Murray cod and silver perch for susceptibility to infection with the carp
virus to augment the CSIRO’s previous testing of Australian species;
·
temperature experiments to better understand potential effects of seasonal changes on viral latency (virus
dormant in the host body) and recrudescence (virus resumes production/shedding in the host) to inform virus
deployment options; and
·
quantifying virus transmission through skin-to-skin contact and water borne pathways.
·
The results of this work are expected to complement the research undertaken to date and information
underpinning the plan.
·
The seasonality laboratory work was completed earlier this year with the peer reviewed final report
available on the FRDC web site. The additional testing of rainbow trout, Murray cod and silver perch, together with
the transmission work, have been delayed. With the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic, the CSIRO had to
prioritise coronavirus related work at its Centre for Disease Preparedness (formerly the Australian Animal Health
Laboratory). The FRDC has been working with CSIRO and the NSW Department of Primary Industries (through
its Elizabeth Macarthur Agricultural Institute) to work out how best to get these two pieces of remaining work
completed as soon as possible.
·
It is anticipated that this work can be completed in the first half of 2021, following which the FRDC will
integrate the outputs of this scientific work into the plan. It is intended that once the FRDC’s scientific work is
completed, the plan will be considered by all Australian Governments and then released publicly.
·
The plan is one of several important inputs for governments’ consideration and the first of a series of
decisions about whether to progress with further activities toward a potential release of the virus. This includes
public consultation on the plan, a range of legislative approvals processes including primarily the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, and detailed implementation planning.
David Nicholls
Assistant Director | Established Pest Animals and Weeds Section | Biosecurity Strategy and Reform Office
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment
18 Marcus Clarke Street, Canberra ACT 2601 Australia
GPO Box 858 Canberra ACT 2601 Australia
david.nicholls@awe.gov.au
biosecuritywebsite@agriculture.gov.au
beta.biosecurity.gov.au
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South Burnett Regional Council Briefs
Line marking of various South Burnett roads South Burnett Regional Council wishes to advise that Contractors
will be commencing line marking works across the South Burnett Region on 11 January 2021. These works
are expected to be undertaken over a two-week period, weather permitting. In order to provide a safe work
environment, the work areas will be controlled by signage or with traffic controllers as required. Motorists are
requested to travel with extreme care, to drive to the prevailing road conditions and to adhere to signage. Council
apologises for any inconvenience caused and thanks you for your patience whilst works are in progress. For
further information regarding the project works, please contact Council’s Infrastructure team on (07) 4189 9100 or
email
Standpipe water price confirmed Council, at the General Meeting held 16 December 2020 resolved to confirm
the price of standpipe water of $6.00 per kl for potable water and $5.00 per kl for non-potable water for the 202021 financial year and reconsider standpipe charges in setting Fees and Charges for future years. In September
as a result of public feedback, Council resolved to reduce the initial increase
of $10 per kl until it could undertake a further review. The review resulted
in officer’s recommending that the price for standpipe water be set at $6.00
per kl for the remainder of this financial year. As a result of the resolution,
the current charges of $6.00 per kl for potable water and $5.00 per kl for
nonpotable water will remain in place for the 2020-21 financial year. For
full details of the standpipe review please see Council’s December General
Meeting Agenda report on Council’s website https://www.southburnett.qld.
gov.au/downloads/file/4780/agenda-of-ordinary-councilmeeting-wednesday16-december-2020-reduced-size-part1 For further information regarding
standpipe charges, contact Council’s Water and Wastewater team on 4189
9100 or email info@sbrc.qld.gov.au.
Community consultation on Council’s Arts, Culture and Heritage Policy
Council recognises the important contribution individuals, community groups
and organisations make to the arts, culture and heritage of our region. A draft
Arts, Culture and Heritage Policy was tabled at Council’s General Meeting on
16 December 2020, with Council supporting the circulation of the draft policy
to the wider community for review and comment. Cr Danita Potter, Portfolio
holder for Community, Arts, Heritage, Sport and Recreation said, “This policy
will set the direction of Council and assist in budget discussions for 2021-22. I
encourage the community to provide feedback on the draft policy as arts and
heritage have far reaching impacts and advantages for our region.” Interested
community members are encouraged to ‘Have your say’ on the draft policy.
To view the draft policy, visit Council’s website www.southburnett.qld.gov.
au. Please provide your feedback in writing by Wednesday 6 January 2021.
Feedback can be progressed via: • Mail: PO Box 336 KINGAROY Q 4610 •
Email: info@sbrc.qld.gov.au For further information regarding the proposed
Arts, Culture and Heritage Policy, contact Council on 4189 9100 or email
info@sbrc.qld.gov.au.

Now at

Murgon Post Office

52 Lamb St Murgon

Don’t throw it out
Remember the

Murgon Museum
your unwanted
treasures
could be our
treasures

Phone 4168 1934
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SUMMER SORTIE

MEN, WOMEN, BOYS AND GIRLS, ALL WELCOME

JANUARY 2021 10AM START
For 3 SUNDAYS 10, 17, 24TH
Phone. 07 41683455
GET SKILLS – GET GAMES- GET CONNECTED
MURGON New Horizons Church Bunya Hwy Murgon
GAMES, STONE CUTTING DEMO, KITE FLYING, LEARN GUITAR BASIC, ART, PLANTS, GAMES,
GOSPEL, MUSIC, KNOT TYING, MYSTERY DIP, FOOD, DAMPER, SPORT AND MUCH MORE.
newhorizonschurchmurgon.com +

Council Offers 11 Traineeships
South Burnett Regional Council will be offering 11 traineeships next year as part of a partnership with the State
Government and the Local Government Association Queensland.

The 12-month traineeships are being funded by the State Government through its First Start program under the
Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative.
First Start offers opportunities to young people and disadvantaged job seekers to gain nationally recognised
qualifications and 12 months employment.
The 11 traineeships will be advertised on Council’s website on January 12:
Cert III Workplace Health & Safety – People & Culture/Safety – Kingaroy

Cert III Business Administration – Social & Corporate Performance – Kingaroy
Cert III Business Administration – NRM & Parks – Murgon

Cert III Business Administration – Environment & Waste – Kingaroy

Cert III Business Administration – Infrastructure Support – Nanango

Cert III Business Administration – Information Communication Technology – Kingaroy
Cert II Horticulture – NRM & Parks – Kingaroy

Cert II Horticulture – NRM & Parks – Nanango
Cert II Horticulture – NRM & Parks – Murgon

Cert IV Library – Library Services – Kingaroy

Cert II Civil Construction – Infrastructure (Works) – Location to be advised
Applicants must be:

Queensland residents

Aged 15 years or older and no longer attending school

Able to meet citizen, residency and visa requirements to undertake a traineeship
Key target groups are:

Young people (aged 15-24 ), including those in and transitioned from out-of-home care
Long-term unemployed job seekers

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
Mature-age job seekers (45 years or older)

Migrants and refugees from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds
People with a disability
Displaced workers

Women re-entering the workforce

Veterans, ex-ADF personnel and their families.
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Dairy & Heritage Museum Murgon
The Museum is planning to once again host
the Australia Day Celebrations in the “Barn”.
The day has always commenced with a free
breakfast at 7am, followed by a guest speaker
and official ceremony at 8am with morning tea to
follow.
Please be aware that because of the
uncertainty of COVID, this format may change.
Closer to the 26th January 2021 we will
inform the community as to what procedures
will take place. We do hope that proceeding will
go ahead as previous years and look forward to
celebrating this day with everyone.

MURGON HOSPITAL AUXILIARY
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE PRIZE
WINNERS 2020
1st Prize Christine Rymmo.Green K43
2nd Prize Leah Upton. Purple K93
3rd Prize Blake. Orange P89
4th Prize G Mc Innes, Pink H21
5th Prize Sharon Trim. Grey J79
6th Prize Cindy Smith. Pink G85
7th Prize M Thompson. Purple G15
8th Prize Bec Mobbs. Purple E89
9th Prize Eli Richards. Orange A05
10th Prize Kathy Gleich. Purple G05
11th Prize Mark. Red C33
We thank all the local community for your support
The Murgon Hospital Auxiliary Committee.

• Verticals • Rollers
• Panel Glides • Romans
• Venetians
• Outdoor Awnings
Showroom:
27 Taylor Street, Murgon
by appointment
kgsblindsandawnings@hotmail.com

Covering The South Burnett

Kev Garside 0467 849 149

E-Mail: barbarathompson1069@yahoo.com.au
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Skills and training incentives for mature-aged workers in Wide Bay

Mature-age workers in Wide Bay will have additional assistance to upskill, with an $11.6 million investment to
extend the Skills and Training Incentive for eligible mature aged Australians, Federal Member for Wide Bay and
Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives Llew O’Brien announced today.
Mr O’Brien said the Incentives program would be extended to 30 June 2022 as part of the Government’s
commitment to ensure mature aged people, particularly those impacted by the COVID-19, have better options for
remaining in the workforce longer.
The Skills and Training Incentive provides people aged 45-70, who have completed a tailored Skills Checkpoint
assessment, with funding of up to $2,200 to invest in training linked to their current job, a future opportunity, or an
in-demand industry or skill.
Mr O’Brien said the soft skills and expertise of mature age workers are needed right now and there were jobs
available in Wide Bay.
“This extension of the Skills and Training Incentive for mature aged Australians will assist those eligible to build
and gain skills, helping them stay in the workforce and ensuring their skill set is strong and relevant to today’s
employers,” Mr O’Brien said.
The additional investment in the Skills and Training Incentive will provide up to 5,400 Incentives for eligible
mature aged Australians. This builds on the $19.3 million allocated as part of the 2018–19 Federal Budget’s More
Choices for a Longer Life package, which funded the initial allocation of Incentives.
Minister for Employment, Skills, Small and Family Business, Senator the Hon Michaelia Cash, said extension
to the Skills and Training Incentive builds on other Government skills and training assistance for mature age job
seekers and workers.
“The Morrison Government recognises the experience and knowledge that comes with mature aged workers,”
Minister Cash said.
“Mature aged people will play a key part in Australia’s skills-led recovery from COVID-19 because they possess
a lifetime of skills that can be redeployed or built upon to transfer to new work and careers.”
For more information on the Skills and Training Incentives, visit: https://www.dese.gov.au/skills-and-trainingincentive
For more information on skills and training assistance for mature age job seekers and workers, visit:
https://www.dese.gov.au/skills-and-training/skills-support-45-years-and-older

Now at

50 Lamb St Murgon
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Get ready to apply for funds to build a better Wide Bay
Federal Member for Wide Bay and Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives Llew O’Brien is encouraging
communities to prepare to apply for Round Five of the Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF), with guidelines released
today.
“It has been an especially tough year in Wide Bay with bushfires, drought and the COVID-19 pandemic, and the
Liberal and National Government is ready to support our local communities as they recover, with funding through the
BBRF,” Mr O’Brien said.
“Throughout rural and regional Australia, we have $100 million of targeted support for tourism-related infrastructure
to get regional tourism back on its feet, while maintaining $100 million for broader community infrastructure and
investment.”
Mr O’Brien said guidelines have now been released and can be found at www.business.gov.au/bbrf meaning local
proponents can now start developing their applications.
Applications open on 12 January 2021 and close on 5 March 2021. Successful applicants are expected to be
announced in mid-2021.
“Wide Bay has already benefited from previous rounds of the BBRF with investments in crucial projects such as the
$1.6 million Country Creative Association fossil museum and cultural centre in Murgon, that will drive economic growth
and delivering lasting benefits to our local communities,” Mr O’Brien said.
In addition to the funding for Murgon’s Cultural Centre, Round Four of the BBRF included $60,000 to assist with the
program for the Noosa Alive 2021 festival, $42,539 for a training room and shelter at Noosa disability service Sunshine
Butterflies; $20,000 to upgrade the 30-year-old toilets and showers at the Cooroy Badminton Club Hall; and $140,000 to
construct a new educational and activity centre at Hope Reins in Gympie.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development Michael McCormack
said the launch of the program guidelines meant prospective applicants could now begin planning their project
applications for assessment.
“The Australian Government is supporting regional communities across the nation with a particular focus in this
round on regional tourism,” the Deputy Prime Minister said.
“This funding will create jobs and drive economic growth in our rural and remote communities at a time it is needed
most.”

GRAHAM HOUSE COMMUNITY
CENTRE
SOCIAL TRIP TO GYMPIE VALLEY RATTLER
Pick up from your home at approximately 7am.
CALL TO BOOK YOUR SEAT 4169 8400
TRANSPORT COST: $15,
ADMISSION TO RATTLER : $56
(CONCESSION)
For more details about the services we
offer, visit www.grahamhouse.org.au or
call 4169 8400

Breaking News
Unfortunatly The Murgon Cattle Sale on
12/1/2021 is Cancelled, The next one will be on
the 19/1/2021.
Please make sure that you have the correct
NVD CO720, Only cattle coming into the sale
yards on this NVD will be excepted.

If you need help Please contact
1800683111

PAINTERS & DECORATORS
BSA - 50132

CALL US FOR A FREE
NO OBLICATION QUOTE

New homes • Re-paints • Commercial
C & B Weis
M: 0419 382 407
Ph: (07) 4169 7770
7 Day Free Pass, Enquire at Sth
the Burnett
office,
&
Surrounds
E: calebweis@live.com.au
Registration and conditions apply

Ray Richards - Manager
Tel: 07 4168 3060
Mobile: 0418 120 255
Email: murgon@norco.com.au

Web:

www.norco.com.au

21 Lamb Street, Murgon Qld 4605
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Continued from page 1

Investment Ready
Council has put out an incentive package for developers with discounts on our Infrastructure charges. We
have noticed that since Covid more and more people are looking to invest in our region. City people are starting to
realise the value of open spaces, fresh country air and good old fashioned country hospitality.
New structures being built
The Creative Country Association for their success in obtaining $1.5 million funding to build an Art Gallery,
Cultural Centre and Fossil Museum here in Macalister Street, Murgon. Starts January 2020.
The Murgon RSL Sub Branch for their success in obtaining $450,000 funding to build a new Drop in Centre in
Stephens Street. Currently being built.
The Murgon High School for their success in obtaining $12.65 million funding to build a new A $6.6 million hall
which will feature a stage, lighting and sound, storage for props and costumes, back-of-house facilities, dressing
rooms and amenities and incorporating a Sports Stadium and Administration block at the High School. Currently
being built.
Massive expansion including a brewery plus a 5 star motel at Dusty Hill Winery. On going building.
Attractive housing developments. Land available and developed and reasonably priced.
Bjelke-Petersen Dam, Boondooma Dam, Barambah Bush Caravan and Camping, the Murgon Dairy & Heritage
Museum and our 48 hour free camp have been major attractions during this latter part of the year and Murgon
is thriving on tourism and the fishing has been excellent. and we look forward to 2021 for some of our major
attractions returning that have included the magnificent Murgon Rotary Music Muster injecting much needed
revenue to our community, major Festivities at the Wineries.
There is $75,000 in the W4Q funding to remove and replace some of the Chinese Elms and figs in the main
centre park and also to upgrade the park.

A visitor once asked me

“ Well ! What’s happening in Down Town Murgon, today?”
It’s been a lovely sunny day, mostly the same as always here in Magnificent Murgon at the foothills of Boat
Mountain in the heart of the Burnett Valley being part of the great South Burnett,
We have guided tours of the Queensland Dairy and Heritage Museum which is open from 9.30am till 12.30pm
7 days a week,
We have the South Burnett PCYC here in Murgon which is the envy of many towns in South East Queensland,
We have Clovely one of our 4 cellar doors, planted with the largest area of wine growing vines in Queensland,
We have fantastic Food and Restaurants serving local and highly commended wines,
We have absolutely World Class Views from the many vantage points within close driving distance,
We have numerous Caravan Parks, some in the town area, others in the quiet atmosphere of Barambah Bush
where they enjoy nature walks and bird feeding or the very popular Yallakool at Bjelke-Petersen Dam where you
can Fish, enjoy Water Sports or just Relax,
We have Aboriginal Craft available at our sister town Cherbourg which is a 5 minute drive and where you can
tour the highly commended Ration Shed,
We have lots of competitively priced Shopping supplemented with very Friendly Staff,
We have a great Golf Course, Bowling Green and Tennis Court available most times of the day, and a modern
full high care 60 bed “Castra” Southern Cross Care facility.
We have The Murgon Mens Shed and Railway Museum, or enjoy cycling or walking The South Burnett Rail
Trail
We have easy CBD parking, fully qualified Medical Centre, top Educational Schools,
We have Motels, Service Stations, Car Dealerships, Real Estate Agencies, and 2 Banks,
We have a very efficient laundry mat.
We have lots of past history even involving Bushrangers,
We have numerous Service and Sporting Clubs, Fortnightly Cattle Sales, numerous Church’s,
We have Festivals and Fun and great opportunities for Investment in our area,
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We have a well informed Visitor Information Centre &Web Site (murgon.net.au)
We have a well respected local monthly magazine “The Murgon Moments”
We have “Magnificent Murgon”
The most friendliest place, to Stay Awhile, Try Local and Be Surprised”
Yes this happens every day in “Down Town Magnificent Murgon” 2.1/2 hours from City or Sea.
Why wouldn’t you come and enjoy our peaceful lifestyle, Murgon is a vibrant country town with a very active
and friendly community. Murgon is located on the Bunya Highway approximately 92 kilometres west of Gympie
and 245 kilometres north-west of Brisbane and I’ve lived here for over 65 years.

Funding helps councils on Road to Recovery in Wide Bay
Local road maintenance in the Fraser Coast, Cherbourg, South Burnett and Sunshine Coast will receive a
boost thanks to funding under the Australian Government’s Roads to Recovery Program.
Federal Member for Wide Bay and Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives Llew O’Brien said
the Australian Government delivered $3,773,741 to local councils in Wide Bay in November as part of $171.1
million distributed to 344 local government authorities nationwide for safer and better-maintained roads.
“The Roads to Recovery funding in Wide Bay will allow councils across the area to make headway on a
number of high-priority projects, using local knowledge to deliver the best local roads,” Mr O’Brien said.
“The Australian Government is committed to working with Councils to improve local road networks, getting
Australians home sooner and safer, and this investment in infrastructure is more important than ever to
create jobs as we work towards Australia’s economic recovery from COVID-19.”
Councils in Wide Bay have received the following Roads to Recovery payments and allocations:
Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire received $90,318 in November for upgrades to Murgon to Cherbourg Road,
Wondai Road, Murray Road, and Barambah Ave; and has been allocated $199,243 between 2019-20 and
2023-2024.
South Burnett Regional Council received $1,560,071 in November for upgrades to Friebergs Road at
Warnung, Nangur Road at Crownthorpe, Silverleaf Road and Annings Road at Murgon, Tipperary Road at
Redgate, Carters Road at Tablelands, Bradleys, Freemans and Brand Roads at Wooroonden, Hetheringtons
Road at Manyung, Wooroonden Road at Glenrock; and has been allocated $ 9,866,792 between 2019-20
and 2023-2024.
Assistant Minister to the Deputy Prime Minister Kevin Hogan said the Australian Government has
committed an additional $100 million per year to the Roads to Recovery Program from 2019–20, as part of
the Local and State Government Road Safety Package announced in the 2019–20 Budget.
“From 2013–14 to 2023–24, the Government will provide $6.2 billion under the Roads to Recovery
Program, with an ongoing commitment of $500 million each year following,” Mr Hogan said.
“We are investing in infrastructure nationwide in order to lay the foundations for economic recovery
following the COVID-19 pandemic.”
“Assisting local councils to maintain and improve roads under their jurisdiction is a big part of that, which is
why we have also funded a new $1.5 billion Local Road and Community Infrastructure Program and brought
forward $1.3 billion of the 2020–21 Financial Assistance Grant payment.”
Mr Hogan said Roads to Recovery investments deliver safer roads in local government areas throughout
the country.
“In order to meet the anticipated strong demand for Roads to Recovery for 2020–21, the Australian
Government has brought forward $22.75 million to be available to councils to claim this financial year, for a
total of $592.18 million in 2020–21,” Mr Hogan said.
“The Australian Government supports local governments to provide vital infrastructure and services
through a range of programs.
“This support includes Financial Assistance Grants and the Bridges Renewal, Black Spot, Heavy Vehicle
Safety and Productivity and Roads to Recovery programs.”
More information on these programs is available at www.infrastructure.gov.au
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Reminiscences of The Past and Bush Notes
It was written for the Maryborough Chronicle and Wide Bay & Burnett Advertiser.
It is an article that some of the older generation may find interesting. Regards Beryl waldron.

Murgon revisited.

Many changes have occurred since I visited that place three years ago; some for the best I daresay, others for
the worse. Next Issue I will try to delineate them. Of the old landmarks in the shape of acquaintances few remain,
and these have also changed their clothes- I mean professions. For instance, Fred Widt I see has “swapped” the
hammer for the plough; Mr Keating from a grocer has blossomed into a full-blown Crown land agent; Geo. Nolan
still retails soap and sugar to customers, but not for the same patron; Cooper from a boarding house-keeper and
fruit merchant- or rather Mrs C was- has retired on his farm. On the other hand, Mrs A. C. Petersen from a farmer’s
wife has risen to the proud position of proprietress of a first-class boarding-house. Mr Frank Reid, land agent, etc.,
and Mr Angel, the butcher, are the I think the only ones who retain the dame trade or profession. To summarise
we have now in Murgon two hotels, two boarding-houses, two tinsmiths, two land agents, four large and two small
drapers also half- dozen large and small stores, several lolly and fancy goods shops, one cordial manufacturer,
one blacksmith, one saddler, one photographer, one chemist, one baker, one bootmaker, a hairdresser,
refreshment rooms and I am told a solicitor will soon make his bow before the public, several contractors and
builders, dressmakers, etc., New buildings have been added, and now kerbing, guttering and culveting are pushed
on all over the town, and yet there is something indefinite that I miss, Most of the shops are kept by young chaps,
who are trying for the first time their new fledged wings before their customers. The two most substantial buildings
in Murgon are I think, the Australian Hotel (Mr James O’Reilly, proprietor and “Glen Home” boarding house recently
erected by the proprietor (Mrs A. C. Petersen).
Many young people have entered in double harness since the last few years. Amongst them, Mr Reid, land
agent, recently married a young lady from Sydney. His partner, Mr Keating, married some time ago a Miss Angel.
Young Hatton, from Boat Mountain, six months ago took for better or worse Miss Caswell, whose father used
to keep the Post Office. Her brother, a fancy goods seller, built a shop in the main street, near the present Post
Office; sold it or, and six weeks ago took charge of Kilkivan Junction Hotel from Mr Boldery (the owner), his partner
(Mr Bertie Hawkins) being now in Blackbutt. A Miss Cooper, daughter of Mr and Mrs Cooper, above referred to,
also changed her name two years ago.
I won’t speak this time of any criticism about the town, but before bringing this sketch to a close I must sincerely
thank my friends and supporters of Murgon township and the few farmers names referred to at the beginning of
this article, but especially and before anyone, Mr Morgan Jones, the genial, courteous and obliging station-master.
I could not speak too highly of this gentleman’s kindness, and I was glad to notice my eulogiums of him were
echoed by the whole community.
Mr James O’Reilly, proprietor of Australian Hotel for the past eight months has kept several leading hotels
before coming to Murgon, viz., Boonah Australian Hotel, which he kept for thirteen months; and last, he kept for
thirteen months, one of the two Harlin Hotels. Murgon Australian Hotel includes two tables, some twenty odd
bedrooms, bathroom, sample room, hairdressing saloon, and first-class billiard table under the management of
Mr Harry Johnson, who stands at the head of his profession. Attached to the hotel, a new hall has been built(with
stage and dressing-room), which cam accommodate 400 people. At his own expense Mr J. O’Reilly has built
a first-class cellar, cemented all through, with the exception of the floor, measuring 8 feet deep, 14 feet long
and 12 feet wide. The beer is drawn through silver-mounted pipes. There is also a telephone in the office bar.
Two entrances in the large public bar, and two also in the private one. Five girls and one groom are kept at the
Australian Hotel. Amongst the former I should mention Miss Jean Deighton, the barmaid, who has been working
for Mr and Mrs O’Reilly for the past 3 ½ years, and has given them both entire satisfaction. The three sided
verandah upstairs is 12ft wide, one of the sides facing the railway station. Mr J O’Reilly married four years ago
Miss L. Goan, of Boonah. They have a nice little, fair curled darling girl, called “Molly Reilly,O!”aged 2 years and
nine months, and pet of everyone. Mrs O’Reilly superintends the kitchen, tables and bedroom.
Mrs A.C.Petersen, “Glen Home”, up-to-date boarding house just finished, situated at a stone’s throw away from
the back of the railway station. “Glen Home”, a two-story boarding house included a kitchen, store-room, diningroom, parlour, writing-room and five bedrooms downstairs and eight bedrooms upstairs, beside a bathroom; a
three sided verandah, commanding a view of the railway station and portion of the town and a splendid panorama
of the country is displayed for miles; single and double and triple bedded rooms. The service is attended by
three young ladies (daughters of the house) and one of the sons, E.Petersen and occasionally by another son
J. Petersen. First class table. In addition, Mrs Petersen owns a 200acre farm about a mile from the town, which
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supplies the boarding house table with vegetables. Piano, etc, and travelling public and families specially catered
for.
Mr Nicholas Waldock, blacksmith and wheelwright (late of F.Widt), purchased the business last October twelve
months. He is a son of Mr Geo. Waldock, of Äppelglen,”five miles from Kilkivan. In fact itisi from his father that
young Nicholas learned his trade. He is a brother to the local cordial manufacturer. He is well patronised by the
public and is very busy at his trade from morn to night.
Mr Henry Waldock, cordial manufacturer. Business was purchased first January of this year. Any kind of
cordials are manufactured in the premises. Young Henry is patronised by the two local hotels and refreshment
rooms. His cordials, and especially his soda, are first-class. The public should always patronise local industries
when the goods are as cheap and good as the imported article. Mr H.Waldock expects later onto naturalised by
the Goomeri township. He deserves it. Goomeri pubs please note.
Mr Frank Reid, land agent, auctioneer, etc., and agent of too numerous agencies to detail (in partnership with
Mr Keating, late of Tiernan), was born in Sydney. When 18 0r 19 years old, he went for station work in the west
of Queensland and worked there for 2 years. Then he became a cattle drover from the Gulf of Carpentaria to
the border of N. S. Wales for years. He took up a selection in the Murgon district 4 years ago (which I am told, is
worked by his brother). Not long afterwards he started auctioneering and land agent, and since his business has
advanced by leaps and bounds. Removed his office to more central premises 18 months ago and took me Keating
as a partner and a clerk, Mr Drew. Mr Reid entered into the bonds of matrimony a few weeks ago. Luch and
prosperity to both ventures, are Passe-Partout’s best wishes.
Mr W.J. Zander, tinsmith, plumber, etc., etc., two years in Murgon, close to O’Reilly’s Hall. Born in Brisbane
(Q), he learned his trade in Brisbane, went to Toowoomba, then Warwick afterwards to extend his experience in
the trade. Then Roma. Brisbane, Townsville, back to Brisbane, then Gympie; the whole time working at his trade.
Established himself as a master plumber in Beenleigh in 1905. Stayed there 4 years; and finally settled down in
Murgon two years ago. By the above it will be seen that
Mr Zander is a thorough master of his trade, therefore customers can rely on his workmanship. He also owns
a farm in Murgon district 7 or 8 miles from the town, particulars of which will appear in a subsequent issue. Mr
A. T. Wild, storekeeper, photographer, stationer, clothier, tobacconist, fruiterer, confectioner, refreshment rooms
and billiard saloon. Murgon lending library. Twelve months in the country. Came direct with his wife from London.
An innovation in Murgon, Leading refreshment rooms. Up-to-date establishment. Telephone, etc., opposite Post
Office. Murgon
Description of the country next week
Written at Gobybagum 4/4/11 – 18/4/1911 Passe-Partout.
Story about Merlwood and Cloyna to come in February issue.

2020 Age Pension Guide now available
An updated guide to the Age Pension, including payment rates, assets tests and conditions, has been released
by Federal Member for Wide Bay and Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives Llew O’Brien.
“The Age Pension rules can be complicated, and the payment rates and other details are updated twice a year,
so the Age Pension Guide is produced to ensure Wide Bay pensioners have access to up-to-date information that
is clear and easy to understand,” Mr O’Brien said.
“The Guide contains a series of commonly asked questions as well as information about the guidelines,
payments and eligibility tests that relate to the Age Pension, as well as useful contact telephone numbers.”
Mr O’Brien said a range of factors could affect Age Pension payments, including the income and asset tests,
deeming rates and other provisions.
“These asset tests and other provisions are adjusted from time to time and can change the amount of
assistance that pensioners are entitled to receive, so it is important that people have access to the latest
information about the support that is available.
“The Guide also provides useful information about the Pension Bonus and Work Bonus Schemes, the Carer
Payment and Allowance, as well as health and concession cards that are available to pensioners.”
This updated edition also contains information about relevant COVID-19 payments, and advice on flu
vaccinations for seniors.
It is available free of charge and can be ordered by telephoning 4121 2936, or downloaded through the One
Stop Shop section of Mr O’Brien’s website at https://llewobrien.com.au/one-stop-shop/
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Get Involved - Have your Say, Grants, Prizes, Surveys, Events and Reviews
Reef Regulation - New or expanded cropping - Important information for growers in the Burnett Mary
catchment. Make sure you have your say. Submissions close 17 Feb.
The 12 Scams of Christmas - Information from Qld Police so you don’t get caught out by online scammers
Toy Safety Warnings - Be alert when shopping for toys this Xmas and make sure they aren’t on the unsafe list
Ergon & Energex Planned Interruptions - Receive an SMS to advise you directly about planned electricity
interruptions
Building Better Regions Fund - Federally funded grant opening 12th Jan. Two streams - Infrastructure
Projects and Community Investments. Closes 5 Mar.
Stronger Communities Program - Contact your local Federal MP and submit EOI nomination form before 18
Feb.
Growcom National Lost Crop Register - If you are a fruit and veg grower and you’ve lost crops due to the
lack of seasonal labor, see this initiative by Growcom
FarmReady Hub - Online accreditation for jobseekers looking to enter the Australian ag sector.
Rural Financial Counselling Service - Free service for primary producers and small business owners
Roadmap to easing Queensland Restrictions
Qld Health Direction on Home Confinement, Movement and Gathering
Qld Health Directive on non-essential business activity

Grants to modernise Australian manufacturing

Applications are now open for Wide Bay manufacturers with shovel-ready projects to increase their productivity
and grow jobs to apply for a Manufacturing Modernisation Fund (MMF) grant.
Federal Member for Wide Bay and Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives Llew O’Brien said local
businesses will be able to apply for between $100,000 and $1 million to invest in new technology, as the Morrison
Government continues to support the post-COVID-19 economic recovery.
Mr O’Brien said the Government is “backing businesses to back themselves” and create local jobs.
“Manufacturing is the second-largest industry in Wide Bay, and the Morrison Government is backing our hardworking manufacturers because we know that if they prosper, our whole region prospers,” Mr O’Brien said.
“By supporting our Wide Bay manufacturers to become more competitive, we not only create more direct jobs,
but jobs in businesses right along the supply chain – from our farmers to our truckies.”
Applications for Round Two of the MMF will be open until 21 January 2021, with a focus on projects that
align with the National Manufacturing Priorities: Resources Technology & Critical Minerals Processing; Food &
Beverage; Medical Products; Recycling & Clean Energy; Defence; and Space.
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology Karen Andrews said the MMF Round Two was a key element of
the Government’s $1.5 billion Modern Manufacturing Strategy.
“The Morrison Government knows that manufacturing is central to our nation’s economic future and creating
jobs for the recovery from COVID-19 and for future generations,” Minister Andrews said.
“In these uncertain times, we’re giving manufacturing businesses the confidence and certainty they need to
invest in themselves to deliver new and innovative products and services.
“We want to deliver more products for Australians, and beyond that, we want to open up more opportunities for
manufacturers to take on the world with their top quality products.
Round One of the MMF in April saw the Government invest $48.3 million into nearly 200 projects valued at
more than $215 million. These projects are expected to create about 2,600 new jobs.
The Round One funding included a $100,000 grant for Noosa biotech start-up Provectus Algae, towards worldfirst technology to extract valuable compounds from algae for use in products including biologic treatments for
infectious, inflammatory and cardiovascular diseases.
For more information on the MMF, including how to apply, visit business.gov.au/mmf.
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Across Country Real Estate & Livestock

Located in a quiet area in the higher part of town. Solid three
bedroom brick home with built in cupboards. Split system a/c in the
lounge room & one in the main. Bathroom has a shower & separate
bath. Tank and town water connected. Extra wide verandah at the
front of the property & a covered entertainment area out the back
with an insulated ceiling .The property is fenced on 3 sides, with well
established low maintenance gardens. The shed is wired with power
one bay of which can be locked and a second carport area for the
caravan. GOOMERI $240,000

This Federation Style home offers traditionally crafted features with
some modern updates, on a 1415 sqm allotment. Inside, the home is
beautifully appointed with polished original pine floorboards, high
decorative ceilings, French Doors, stained glass windows, original
features, pure oak walls in the lounge room, four bedrooms with
the main featuring a cushioned bay window and built in wardrobe.
Spacious sun room which could be converted into a powder room
& walk in robe. Modern kitchen, two bathrooms, tank & town water.
Underneath the home there is a vast storage/undercover area with
power points and lights. Enough space to accommodate 3 cars and
a lockable area to secure your gardening equipment. A courtyard
area for entertaining. MURGON $240,000

Winner of the Christmas raffle drawn 16/12/20
RITCHIE O’NEILL OAM.
We would like to thank everyone who has
supported us during 2020.
Escape to the country & be 35 minutes west of Gympie. This well
presented brick & steel frame home offers a relaxing lifestyle. With
two bedrooms there is a large sunroom the full length of the home,
that is currently partitioned & being used as an art room & sitting
room. Modern open plan living with an air conditioner & ceiling fans
in every room. Near new kitchen with spacious open plan living area.
The feeling that you when you stand in this home is one of peace
and tranquillity, its as though you are at a resort. Three phase power
in the shed, rain water tank off the back of the shed providing water
for the garden. There is a carport off the side of the shed providing
protection for a small car or trailer. KILKIVAN $240.000

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock
86 Lamb Street, Murgon Qld 4605. P.O.Box 377
Ph: 0741681600, Fax: 0741681542
Mobile: 0407097109,
Email: dianne.acrelivestock@bigpond.com
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Dairy & Heritage Museum Murgon
Closed Mondays
OPEN Tuesday - Sunday
9.30am-12.30pm
Off Gayndah Road, opposite
Murgon Saleyards

Thrinity’s detached kitchen, just one of the many buildings that we have on display at the Murgon
Museum. “Trinity” Homestead was built by the Maudsley family in 1893 and was relocated from the Tansey
district . If you are planning a visit to the Museum, allow at least 1 1/2 hours to fully appreciate what there
is to look at, you will be amazed. “Amazed, Incredible, Can’t believe what you have, Brings back memories,
Awesome displays, So much history”, just some of the comments from our visitors.
Last week we were able to welcome back two Prep classes from St John’s Kingaroy. This year has
certainly been a challenge, but we have managed to get through and it is great to be able to have our
schools, group bookings and visitors aback. The number of visitors has been tremendous which has kept our
volunteers busy.
The Museum is till collecting cans and bottles for recycling as a fundraising project. These can be left at
the Museum during our open times.
We are still looking for volunteers, an time you cold give would be appreciated. If interested call 41069
5001 or call out to the Museum during our open times
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Aussie beef producers have nothing to say sorry for
Attending the AgForce AGM

ABC’s Landline show ran a story about the need for the beef industry to work on its “social licence”. Some even
claimed that beef was the new coal.
I wrote in CQToday why this view is wrong.
“As the empty meat shelves during the pandemic showed people love meat and they are not about to give it up
anytime soon. Those that grow our food deserve to be ranked alongside those that protect our health and educate
our children.
The beef industry risks its future by pandering to the few and ignoring the many. When I talk to beef producers,
the biggest risk to their future remains whether they can make consistent profits over drought cycles. There can be
no sustainable future for the beef industry if you can’t make an income.”
Senator Matt Canavan <matt@mattcanavan.com.au> 34 East St, Rockhampton.

Wondai Regional Art Gallery

December 2020/JANUARY 2021 Exhibition

Wondai Regional Art Gallery presents for the months of December and January a
selection of art and sculpture from the South Burnett Regional Council Art
Collection.
The Art has been selected to reflect the local area and goes back many years. We
also have a selection of the Wondai Regional Art Gallery collection.
“Kids Corner” Wondai State School
The exhibition will remain in the Wondai Regional Art Gallery until 3pm on Saturday 30th
January 2021.
The exhibition will be open 7 days a week, 10.00am till 3.00pm. Free Entry.
Telephone: 07 4168 5926 or email wondaiartgallery@southburnett.qld.gov.au
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As she stood in front of her 5th grade
class on the very first day of school, she told
the children an untruth. Like most teachers,
she looked at her students and said that she
loved them all the same. However, that was
impossible, because there in the front row,
slumped in his seat, was a little boy named
Teddy Stoddard.
Mrs. Thompson had watched Teddy the year
before and noticed that he did not play well
with the other children, that his clothes were
messy and that he constantly needed a bath. In
addition, Teddy could be unpleasant.
It got to the point where Mrs. Thompson
would actually take delight in marking his
papers with a broad red pen, making bold
X’s and then putting a big “F” at the top of his
papers.
At the school where Mrs. Thompson taught,
she was required to review each child’s past
records and she put Teddy’s off until last.
However, when she reviewed his file, she was
in for a surprise.
Teddy’s first grade teacher wrote, “Teddy
is a bright child with a ready laugh. He does his

work neatly and has good manners... he is a joy to be around..”
His second grade teacher wrote, “Teddy is an excellent student, well liked by his classmates, but he is troubled
because his mother has a terminal illness and life at home must be a struggle.”
His third grade teacher wrote, “His mother’s death has been hard on him. He tries to do his best, but his father
doesn’t show much interest and his home life will soon affect him if some steps aren’t taken.”
Teddy’s fourth grade teacher wrote, “Teddy is withdrawn and doesn’t show much interest in school. He doesn’t
have many friends and he sometimes sleeps in class.”
By now, Mrs. Thompson realized the problem and she was ashamed of herself. She felt even worse when
her students brought her Christmas presents, wrapped in beautiful ribbons and bright paper, except for Teddy’s.
His present was clumsily wrapped in the heavy, brown paper That he got from a grocery bag Mrs. Thompson
took pains to open it in the middle of the other presents. Some of the children started to laugh when she found a
rhinestone bracelet with some of the stones missing, and a bottle that was one-quarter full of perfume.. But she
stifled the children’s laughter when she exclaimed how pretty the bracelet was, putting it on, and dabbing some of
the perfume on her wrist. Teddy Stoddard stayed after school that day just long enough to say, “Mrs. Thompson,
today you smelled just like my Mom used to.” After the children left, she cried for at least an hour.
On that very day, she quit teaching reading, writing and arithmetic. Instead, she began to teach children. Mrs.
Thompson paid particular attention to Teddy. As she worked with him, his mind seemed to come alive. The more
she encouraged him, the faster he responded. By the end of the year, Teddy had become one of the smartest
children in the class and, despite her lie that she would love all the children the same, Teddy became one of her
“teacher’s pets..”
A year later, she found a note under her door, from Teddy, telling* her that she was still the best teacher he ever
had in his whole life.
Six years went by before she got another note from Teddy. He then wrote that he had finished high school, third
in his class, and she was still the best teacher he ever had in life.
Four years after that, she got another letter, saying that while things had been tough at times, he’d stayed
in school, had stuck with it, and would soon graduate from college with the highest of honors. He assured Mrs.
Thompson that she was still the best and favorite teacher he had ever had in his whole life.
Then four more years passed and yet another letter came. This time he explained that after he got his
bachelor’s degree, he decided to go a little further. The letter explained that she was still the best and favorite
teacher he ever had. But now his name was a little longer.... The letter was signed, Theodore F. Stoddard, MD.
The story does not end there. You see, there was yet another letter that spring. Teddy said he had met this girl
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and was going to be married. He explained that his father had died a couple of years ago and he was wondering
if Mrs. Thompson might agree to sit at the wedding in the place that was usually reserved for the mother of the
groom.
Of course, Mrs. Thompson did. And guess what? She wore that bracelet, the one with several rhinestones
missing. Moreover, she made sure she was wearing the perfume that Teddy remembered his mother wearing on
their last Christmas together.
They hugged each other, and Dr. Stoddard whispered in Mrs. Thompson’s ear, “Thank you Mrs. Thompson for*
believing in me. Thank you so much for making me feel important and showing me that I could make a difference.”
Mrs. Thompson, with tears in her eyes, whispered back. She said, “Teddy, you have it all wrong. You were the
one who taught me that I could make a difference. I didn’t know how to teach until I met you.”
(For you that don’t know, Teddy Stoddard is the Dr. at Iowa Methodist Hospital in Des Moines that has the
Stoddard Cancer Wing.)
Warm someone’s heart today. . . pass this along. I love this story so very much, I cry every time I read it. Just
try to make a difference in someone’s life today? tomorrow? Just “do it”.
Random acts of kindness, I think they call it?

Birdie’s Tree receives Resilient Australia National Award 2020
When floods, fires and pandemics strike, we often
forget that babies and young children are affected too.
Even if they don’t get sick or have to evacuate, little ones
can feel confused, upset, frightened, worried, sad or
angry about these events.
Psychologist and author Andrea Baldwin, originally
from the South Burnett, co-ordinates Birdie’s Tree – a
suite of resources to help babies, young children and
their families cope with severe weather and disruptive
events.
‘Because little ones may not understand everything
that’s going on,’ says Andrea, ‘they can get even more
distressed than older children and adults. And since they
might not have the words yet to express how they feel,
adults sometimes don’t notice.’
Developed by the Queensland Centre for Perinatal
and Infant Mental Health, part of Children’s Health
Queensland, the Birdie storybooks and games give
children a chance to communicate about disruptive
events with their parents, educators and other adults.
Of the eight books, Andrea has written ‘Birdie and the
Drought’, ‘Birdie and the Very Hot Day’ and ‘Birdie and
the Big Sickness’. The latest title in the series, ‘Birdie and
the Virus’, covers specific COVID-19 issues like maskwearing, nasal-swabs, hand-washing and the need to socially distance. There’s also ‘Relaxing with Birdie’, to help
children relax even in challenging times, and an activity book – ‘Fun with Birdie’ – on the way.
‘All the books, games and information can be accessed for free from the Birdie’s Tree website,’ says Andrea.
‘You can use a computer, tablet or mobile phone. Just Google “Birdie’s Tree”.’
The Birdie’s Tree resources received national recognition on Friday 4th December, awarded the Resilient
Australia National Award 2020 from the Australian Institute of Disaster Resilience. Andrea, Birdie and Mr Frog
were delighted to accept the award on behalf of the Queensland Centre for Perinatal and Infant Mental Health
from the Hon. David Littleproud, Member for Maranoa and Minister for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency
Management.
To read or order Birdie books, go to https://www.childrens.health.qld.gov.au/natural-disaster-recovery/ or just
Google ‘Birdie’s Tree’.
The Queensland Centre for Perinatal and Infant Mental Health can be contacted on 07 3266 0300 or email
Birdies-Tree@health.qld.gov.au
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New South Burnett Hospital opened!!

Since my maiden speech in 2012,
where I spoke about the desperate need
for a new Kingaroy Hospital, the difficult
conditions in the maternity ward and the
lack of a mental health safe room, I have
been fighting on behalf of the community
for a facility that our community and health
professionals deserve.
Thank-you to the Darling Downs
Hospital and Health Service who showed
me around the new hospital this week.
I was so excited to see mums and bubs
enjoying the brand new maternity ward, and
also to see the amazing new emergency
department (pictured above). I was
particularly interested in confirming that
the Hospital does indeed have a safe or
‘quiet room’ to care for patients undergoing
a mental health crisis and this is located just inside the entrance to the emergency department. From my photos
below, you’ll also see we now have a new CT scanner, which will save
people having to travel to Toowoomba for this service.
Our new Hospital is spacious, functional and looks fantastic. Now
that the first stage is complete, Stage Two is underway and I’ve been
told this will be completed by the end of 2021. It is so important that
regional areas like ours have access to the same level of health
service that our city cousins enjoy, and I believe the new Kingaroy
Hospital is a great step in achieving this goal.
12th Round of Local Hero Grants brings early Christmas cheer
It was great to bring some early Christmas cheer across the
Nanango Electorate when I announced the successful recipients of
the 12th Round of my Local Hero Grants. Congratulations to: Kumbia
Neighbourhood Watch (pictured with Peter Verbakel), Taabinga State
School P&C, Mr James Watt (Touch Football referee), Yarraman
Bowls Club, Esk Christmas Tree Carnival (Brisbane Valley Apex). The
closing date for Round Thirteen is 31 March 2021. If you would like to
apply, please head to my website or contact the Electorate office on
4190 7100 for guidelines.
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Thank you so much for your ongoing
support of RACQ LifeFlight Rescue
over the past year. Thousands of
Queenslanders will spend this Christmas
surrounded by family, friends and loved
ones because they were able to receive
a lifesaving airlift.
So far this year, RACQ LifeFlight
Rescue has completed more than 1,700
helicopter missions and 450 jet missions.
This was only possible with your
incredible support.

The Manumbar community held their annual Xmas lights competition & bus tour – 3rd Dec.
Judge was Mark from Mark Smiths Menswear. We had just under 40 people on the bus followed by a few car
loads touring 75 km distance to view 10 entries for the competition around the Manumbar district.
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Welcome to the December edition of BIEDO Burst; the final edition for one of the most
interesting year’s on record.
This month we wanted to spread some Christmas cheer, with a great news story coming out of the Mundubberabased Burnett Christmas Pop-Up Shop. Some of the BIEDO elves “helped” out in store, which showcased an
incredible range of homemade goods, craft, art, furniture and so much more, made right here. 100% of the sales
go back to the exhibitors pockets, giving many Burnett families the chance to enjoy Christmas this year.

Christmas Gift: Central Burnett Landcare volunteers got their wish, with the Burnett Christmas Pop-up Shop
generating more than $105,000 in ten days, all going back to local home-based businesses, artisans, craftworkers
and exhibitors.

BIEDO Elves: (L-R) Prue Leng (Project Officer), John Zahl (BIEDO Chair), Trevor Harvey (BIEDO Secretary) and
Kristy Frahm (CEO) on hand for gift wrapping at Burnett Christmas earlier this month
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We would also like to thank all those who entered this year’s BIEDO Best Shots Competition - winning entrants will be
notified in the new year. This month we share the twelfth photo from the 2019 competition with thanks to Denise Keelan,
and we look forward to sharing the twelve selected entries from the 2020 competition with you throughout 2021!
GRANT - Hot off the press! Guidelines for Round 5 of the Building Better Regions Fund now available, opening 12
January 2021
EVENT - Breakky with BIEDO will be back on the menu in February
MEDIA - Drought Still Biting In Burnett
MEET - Have you met BIEDO’s Drought Resilience Officer, Alan Broome?
EVENT - Save the date: 18-19 May 2021 for Farm2Plate Exchange
Wishing you a safe and happy Christmas and New Year,
Kristy Frahm
CEO, Burnett Inland Economic Development Organisation (BIEDO)

Coal power creates jobs

Announcing the launch of
our Hunter Coal website with
Barnaby Joyce and David
Gillespie
Australia has the best thermal
coal in the world in the Hunter
Valley. We should use some of
it here to create jobs and rebuild
our manufacturing industry.
Last week I visited the Vales
Point coal fired power station
and it has room for a new highefficiency coal fired power
station. Such a power station
would produce reliable power
and fewer emissions.
China is building over 100
coal fired power stations so why
shouldn’t we just build one power
station to create jobs here.
We have launched a new
petition to build a coal fired power

station in Australia. You can sign up here at www.huntercoal.com.au
Senator Matt Canavan <matt@mattcanavan.com.au> 34 East St, Rockhampton.
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We sadly mourn the loss of:
B L A N C H, Eloise Gay, Late of Proston
H O W L E Y, Ruby Phyllis, Late of ‘Forest View’ Wondai
and formerly of Goomeri
P R I E S T, Reginald ‘Reg’, Late of the South Burnett
B R O W N, Shirley Alma, Late of Wondai, formerly of
Charleville
H O U L T, Trevor Ashley, Late of Wondai,
REINKE, Beryl May, (nee Wenck) Late of Wondai
EATON, Ronald William, Late of Cushnie, Wondai

NEW FIXED MASS TIMES 2021

Men and Young Men’s Fashion, Workwear,
Sportswear, Surfwear, Formal Hire, In House Embroidery

87 Lamb Street Murgon. 4605
Ph/ Fax: 07 4168 1355
Ah: 07 4168 1149, Mob: 0417 608 929
E-Mail: marksmith@burnett.net.au

St Joseph’s Catholic Parish
PROSTON 9.00 AM Saturdays
WONDAI 5.00 PM Saturdays
MURGON 8.00 AM Sundays
DURONG 10.30 AM Sundays
GOOMERI 6.00 PM Sundays

HIVESVILLE QCWA

Raffle Drawn 7th December 2020
1st Prize Red M1 Tony Stephens
$100 voucher Woolworths
$50 voucher Kingaroy IGA
2nd Prize Grey X30 Stan Keune
$50 voucher Ryans Butchery
$50 voucher Wondai IGA
3rd Prize Blue B4 Annette
$30 voucher Hivesville Hotel
$20 voucher Murgon Fruit Mart
We would like to thank the above businesses
for their generous support and to all who
purchased tickets and lastly to the businesses
who helped us sell them.
Lyn Ramscar Vice President

Wondai Social Fishing Club Raffle Draw

Drawn 19th December.
Winners:
1st. G. Allen. Wondai.
2nd. Peter Osgerby. Wondai.
3rd. R&M. Clark. Wondai.
Congratulations to the winners. Thanks to Bunnings,
Kingaroy for supplying the prizes and to everybody who
has supported us throughout the year by participating in
our raffles.
Lorraine Rook.
Secretary Wondai Social Fishing Club.

The South Burnett Veterinary Group has practices
conveniently located at Murgon, Kingaroy and
Wondai.
We provide a comprehensive and professional
service to all species of animals, in a caring and
friendly environment.

C.R Braithwaite BVSc. and Associates

MURGON - 56 Douglas Street Ph 07 4168 1277
WONDAI - 66 Mackenzie Street Ph 07 4168 5733
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Murgon Report 15/12/2020

500 were yarded in Murgon on the 15th for the last sale for 2020. Very few Export cattle were yarded due to
some processors not attending due to their plants finishing up this week and early next week.
460 kg Brangus steers from Wondai sold for $4.06 to return $1870.00. 2 pens of South Devon steers from
Nanango sold to $4.46 returning $1590.00 & $1350.00. 372 kg Charbray steers from Windera sold for $4.34 and
$1617.00. Santa cross steers from Proston weighing 320 kg sold for $1380.00 at $4.31. Brangus weaner steers
from Kingaroy sold for $4.56 to return $1230.00. 2 pens of Charbray steers from Nanango sold for $4.69 & $4.63
to return $1212.00 & $1109.00 respectively. Brangus weaner steers from Mondure sold for $5.18 and $1046.00.
Droughtmaster weaner steers from Windera sold for $1080.00 at $4.73. Charbray weaner steers from Booubyjan
sold for $4.63 to return $987.00. Local Simmental weaner steers sold for $10800.00 at $4.50. Brahman weaner
steers from Gayndah sold for $4.69 and $893.00. 3 pens of local Santa & Brangus heifers with an average weight
of 405 kg sold to $4.00 to average $1630.00. 311 kg Droughtmaster heifers sold to $3.90 for $1216.00. Charbray
heifers from Wondai also sold to $3.90 for 323 kg and $1262.00. Charbray heifers from Booubyjan sold to $4.48
for $922.00. Santa cross weaner heifers from Goomeri sold for $1003.00 at $4.40. Brangus weaner heifers sold
to $4.66 and $922.00. Cows & Calves sold to $2475.00.
The first sale for 2021 will be on Tuesday the 12th of January at 8.00 am.
The MBDA ‘Meet &
Greet’ evening meetings
for local business
operators will continue in
2021 with the next one
being planned for the 1st
Thursday in February
2021. Breakfast
Meetings will continue
each month on the 2nd
Thursday of the month.
We wish you all a
smoother running 2021
with hopefully some nice
rain to kick the year off.
Regards Lorraine,
(Tres/Admin MBDA)
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Many Thanks
from
BANDAMILL Z3P

John (Jack) and Anne Pearson moved from Monogorilby to this farm later named Floodview. After the second
world war, Jack’s brother Norman (Dick) Pearson worked at different jobs and eventually joined his brother Jack, it
then became known as Pearson Bros.
Jack was the cattleman and horseman, Dick machinery. Jack built a very fine Jersey Stud which he took to
local shows and the Brisbane Exhibition. His cattle won many ribbons. He was also a great horseman.
Jack and Anne had 3 children-Kevin-Janice-Glenda. Jack in his younger years at Monogorilby, won many
medals for tennis and Kev followed in his footsteps. Kev won the under 17 Qld Age Titles at 15 and went to play for
Spalding. At Dalby still in the singles, doubles and open, he unexpectedly beat a big gun player-Pancho Gonzales
- and because the cede was drawn up for Kev to be defeated, he had to play from 8.00 am and the last match
finished at 8.30pm. The tournament officials let him have a half hour rest at mid-day. He was defeated by Rod
Laver in the last match, last set being 13-11. Kev unfortunately had a horse accident that finished his career.
Jan was an excellent basketball player and started her career at the Kingaroy courts. Jan was picked to
represent Qld. In Tasmania.
Glenda played the radio very well!!!! But in later life I did coach approx. 50 juniors in squash !
Dick went out contract heading and later got into timber. He built himself a buzz saw which was for sale
including timber that was not put over a bench but done by a good eye and his buzz saw. He built many sheds
throughout the district, including the dwelling at Barambah Bush Caravan Park. He would look at machinery and
come home and build it out of what he could find. The air compressor – not fancy- but still works – not bad for
someone who never went to school and couldn’t read or write.
As the years passed, the house block retained the name of Floodview. Leo and Glenda named the remains
Bandamill and purchased an extra block from the Water Board when BP Dam was built. With knowledge gained
from other cattle producers, Leo slowly built the herd that was for sale .
Leo and Glenda loved the cattle, as Glenda’s health failed, Russel and Karen (daughter) Litzow became the
much needed help. It’s a herd Jack would have been proud of, Not bad for Leo the town kid !.
Many memories and hard to let it all go. Glenda.
In 1966, I officially met Glenda and was introduced to farm life as it was then, by her parents Jack & Ann
Pearson and her uncle Richard (Dick) Pearson, pulling peanuts by hand, milking cows, feeding pigs, cleaning
pig pens, mixing grain, carting hay, ploughing paddocks, branding cattle, making gates, fixing fences, heading,
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and that you couldn’t have Brahman cows to brand and inoculate in an old wooden head bale made out of 2 old
wooden gates, etc.
It was a life I enjoyed as I, as a young student used to frequent the pig & calf sales at the railway properties in
Proston and Murgon whenever I could during school holidays. I promised myself that one day I am going to own
one of those pretty bally calves.
Our breeding started with the payment of three calves that Glenda was given for milking at a neighbour’s
property while they were on holidays. Upon the passing of Glenda’s father we were left to help manage the farm to
eventually owning it. Over the years I moved from mustering on a horse to motor bikes to a 4wd and a good cattle
dog and very quite cattle.
We have won numerous prizes over the last 10 years for quality weaners and we would like to thank the many
supporters (stock agents, the Vet’s, transporters, Neighbours, sister in law Jan and Mike and family members and
volunteers) who have helped us in the presenting of our quality cattle .
Our thanks to Across Country Real Estate & Livestock who sold our farm and organized this sale. Over 240 bid
cards were registered on the day.
We wish you great success with your purchases and many thanks also to the under bidders for making it a
fantastic sale. To the new owners Nathan and Sharon Jones we wish you great success in running cattle on this
property formerly known as “Floodview” and then “Bandamill”.
We wish everyone a fabulous new year, Leo & Glenda Geraghty

Gratitude
One of the many quotes that I really like is “happiness does not produce gratitude, gratitude produces
happiness,” Which is one of the reason that I choose to make the last message each year in my church about
thankfulness. Many of the things said each year are not new, but we all need reminders to do what we know is
good and right, I’m sure I am not the only person to have forgotten to take their medication at least once during the
prescribed course. So I would like to take the time in this article to give some reminders of why to be grateful, and
some suggestions of areas to be grateful for.
Some reason to be grateful are: Gratitude produces happiness, God commands it (Philippians 4:6) and he is
very wise and incredibly good, Our experience tells we feel better when we have thanked people and when we
have been thanked, thanking people makes them feel happy and special not just ourselves, It focuses thinking
on the positive rather than the negative, and finally when you are thankful you are nicer person to be around so
will have more and better friends, you may also build a relational community around you that help you and others
making a better community alround.
The following are six area that I have encouraged my church to be thankful in. One of the ways we do this is
when we are in a small group, we roll a dice and share a “story” corresponding to number rolled. I believe this
honours God and encourages each other. I would personally encourage you to give it go in your family of group of
friends and see what good and joy it brings out.
1) Where are you thankful for something God distinctly did that you can see his action in?
2) What are some people you are thankful for that have helped you this year?
3) What is a positive experience you have had this year for which you are thankful for?
4) What material resources are you thankful for? (they are not the main focus of life but we should not forget to
be thankful)
5) What are somethings that didn’t happen that you are thankful for?
6) What is a gift, ability, skill or talent you have been able to use to help others?
The year 2020 was a different and difficult year for many with COVID, droughts, bushfires and whatever
personal issues each person encountered. However even in the midst of this I encourage each of you to look for
ways to be grateful, and I pray that as you do you will find moments of joy in your situation. I pray that the God of
all creation who cared enough about people to come to earth (as celebrated at Christmas) and die for humanity (as
remembered at Easter) will meet with each one of you in a personal way as you seek to connect with him
God Bless, Rev Chris Downes, Murgon District Baptist Church
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12th Round of Local Hero Grants brings early Christmas cheer
It was great to bring some early Christmas cheer across the Nanango Electorate when I announced the
successful recipients of the 12th Round of my Local Hero Grants. Congratulations to: Kumbia Neighbourhood
Watch (pictured with Peter Verbakel), Taabinga State School P&C, Mr James Watt (Touch Football referee),
Yarraman Bowls Club, Esk Christmas Tree Carnival (Brisbane Valley Apex). The closing date for Round Thirteen is
31 March 2021. If you would like to apply, please head to my website or contact the Electorate office on 4190 7100
for guidelines.
Celebrating the success of our students
It’s so important to acknowledge the hard
work of our school students and each year
I show my support through special ‘Deb
Frecklington Achievement Awards’. Here’s
just two of this year’s recipients, Mitchell Bond
of Murgon State High School and Addison
Fleischfresser of Taabinga SS.

Well done to all the students who received my awards and congratulations on your achievements in what has
been a difficult year for all our schools!

57th Parliament begins

The 57th Parliament of Queensland has now officially commenced and I was honoured to be sworn in to
represent the people of the Nanango Electorate. We are fortunate in Australia that we have a democracy that
means Governments are held to account by an opposition. Our LNP Opposition hit the ground running, and we
will always stand up for the best interests of Queensland. December saw three weeks of Parliamentary sitting
including the long-awaited State Budget followed by Estimates hearings. Estimates is our opportunity to scrutinise
the Budget and I was able to question the Government in my Shadow Minister for Water, Dams, Manufacturing
and Regional Development role.
We wish you happiness and prosperity for 2021. There is no doubt that this year has been dominated by
Covid-19 and the many changes it has meant for our daily lives. The impact of this pandemic has been felt far
and wide, but if there are any positives to be found, it has confirmed the benefits of living in a regional area, our
resilience and ability to adapt to the challenges we are presented. Let’s hope that the New Year brings a fresh
outlook for us all. It is also important to acknowledge the ongoing dry conditions around the Electorate and the
hardship our primary producers continue to face. While a few areas have received some rainfall, more is welcome
to replenish our dams, tanks, creeks and river systems. From my family to yours, may you have a happy and
healthy New Year.

Two blondes were walking along the train tracks one morning after spending all night
at the pub. Wow, these stairs are killing me, said the first blonde. The second blonde
groaned back, these stairs don’t bother me as much as the low handrails.
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Welcome to Murgon’s new web site
Lots of stories, photos, events
download the Murgon Moments
A great place to Live, Work & Play
murgon.net.au

MURGON MOMENTS
AVAILABLE ONLINE AT
Murgon.net.au/murgon moments

ESSENTIAL SERVICES
EMERGENCY- AMBULANCE - POLICE - FIRE
000
BARAMBAH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTRE
41698600
BEYOND BLUE (National Depression Iniative)
1300224636
BIEDO MURGON
0400 695 456
BJELKE-PETERSEN DAM - YALLAKOOL
41684746
BOONDOOMBA DAM-TOURIST PARK
41689694
CASTRA RETIREMENT HOME
41681076
CENTACARE COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
41625439
CR KATHY DUFF
41680225
CRIME STOPPERS
1800 333 000
DEB FRECKLINGTON MLA STATE MEMBER FOR NANANGO
41907100
DENTIST - MURGON
41681540
DISASTER web site dashboard.southburnett.qld.gov.au
DOCTOR - MURGON
41682722
FISHWATCH HOTLINE
1800 017 116
GRAHAM HOUSE
41698400
HOSPITAL CHERBOURG
41698800
HOSPITAL MURGON
41699600
INFORMATION CENTRE MURGON
41899387
LEW O'BRIEN (FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WIDE BAY
1300 301 968
LIBRARY MURGON
41699018
MURGON MOMENTS EDITOR
0429 024 041
PARKS AND WILDLIFE (EPA)
1300 130 372
PHARMACY MURGON
41681022
POISONS INFORMATION CENTRE
131126
POLICE LINK (TO REPORT NON URGENT INCIDENTS)
131444
POLICE CHERBOURG
41681166
POLICE MURGON
41795222
PROSTON INFORMATION CENTRE
41685652
PROSTON LIBRARY
41689103
PROSTON POLICE
41689211
PURSERS BUSLINE
41681533
MURGON MUSEUM
41695001
RACQ
131111
SES MURGON
132500
SOUTH BURNETT CTC
41627788
SOUTH BURNETT PCYC MURGON
41681889
SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL
41699000
SUICIDE CALL BACK SERVICE
1300 659 467
TAXI MURGON
41681766
YALLAKOOL TOURIST PARK
41684746
THE PRODUCTION OF THIS FREE MAGAZINE IS
ONLY MADE POSSIBLE BY YOU CONTINUING TO SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS
Please support those who support your local Community magazine

JOKE FOR
THE MONTH
Fun things to do while waiting for a free toilet cubicle! I’ll bet
you won’t wait long.
1. start crossing your legs and squirm desperately, while edging
your way closer to the person next to you
2. Go to the hand towel dispenser and yank a whole heap out
and distribute them around, charging 20 cents per wad.
3. Get down on your hands and knees and start peering under
the cubicle doors, calling out gleefully, I can see you.
4. Shake hands with everyone in line and tell them this is your
fourth visit today.
5. Frown, sigh, and mutter, Gotta go, Gotta go, Then pause,
grimace, and say, Oops!
6. Talk about the new brand of toilet paper you have
discovered.
7. Get out your lunch and start eating.
8. Finally, ask the person in the front of the line, What;s the
difference between a shower curtain and toilet paper? Most say
I don’t know, and you reply, Oh so it was you!

Advertising Charges
MURGON MOMENTS
All Ad Prices in Colour

SINGLE
12
MONTHLY MONTHLY
PRICE
PRICE
INC GST INC GST
FULL PAGE (in colour)

$600.00		

$600.00

1/2 PAGE

$280.00		

$260.00

1/4 PAGE

$125.00		

$115.00

LARGE MATCHBOX

$75.00		

$68.00

COMB LARGE MATCHBOX

$170.00		

$158.00

RH SMALL MATCHBOX

$60.00		

$53.00

LH SMALL MATCHBOX

$45.00		

$38.00

COMBINATION LARGE
MATCHBOX FRONT PAGE
(MAX 3 CONS ISSUES)

$245.00
inc GST

IN COLOUR
All prices include GST
OVER 3000 ISSUES PRINTED
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• CCTV camera systems • Alarm systems

• Alarm monitoring & serving • Nightly security patrols

• Static guards • Traffic controllers & signage • Traffic management design
Locally owned and operated.

Ph/Fax: 07 4168 3269

Mobile: 0407 583 630 - E: office@sbsecurityandtraffic.com.au
Security Firm Licence #3454226 Class 1 & 2
Traffic Management Registration Scheme #003

SES EMERGENCY NUMBER

132500

CLOSING TIME

For all news items and advertisements is the 25th of each
month and they are to be either EMAILED to
lgeraghty@datawave.net.au or delivered to
Clifton Motors,
54 Macalister St, Murgon
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Kathy’s Comments
Happy New Year Everyone!!

I would like to wish everyone all the very best for 2021. I look
forward to working with you as we start a new year with some
spring in our steps and some hope in our hearts. I trust that God
will look after us and keep us safe from Covid.
Looking Forward -Plans for 2021
Old Murgon Meatworks site

I am excited to let the community know that there is a contract on
the old Murgon Meatworks site. It is still subject to due diligence
until May, but I am confident that we will see some positive activity
after May that will be great for the local economy. Part of the plan
that is being looked at is an industrial hub as there is a large piece
of industrial zoned land with plenty of available water. I can pass
your details on if there is anyone who would like to follow up with
this great opportunity.
Wheatland’s School car park upgrade

Wheatland’s school will open up this year with a brand new and
safer car parking arrangement.
Investment Ready

Council has put out an incentive package for developers with
discounts on our Infrastructure charges. We have noticed that
since Covid more and more people are looking to invest in our
region. City people are starting to realise the value of open spaces,
fresh country air and good old fashioned country hospitality.

BBRF funding application for the Proston to Hivesville Rail
Trail
Council has put this project forward for a Building Better Regions
Funding application. There has been a feasibility study done from
Murgon to Proston. The study revealed that the section between
Murgon and Hivesville was not feasible mainly due to the large
section now covered in farmland. The study showed that the
Hivesville to Proston section was feasible and would bring an
estimated boost of $786,000 to the local economy.
Corporate Plan

This plan is being developed and will be going out to public
consultation early this year. It is a very important document
because it drives the future direction of Council. Please make
sure you have a look at it and provide feedback when you get
the opportunity.
Hivesville Progress Association

I am keen to work with the newly formed committee to reinvigorate
Hivesville. The theme that the group have come up with is around
bees, honey and hives which I think is awesome.
Proston Park upgrade

There will be a lot happening in Proston this year including a
sound shell in Railway park. We are also working with the
community to spend some available drought funding in Railway
Park.
Australia Day

The South Burnett Australia Day awards will be held in Wondai on
the Sunday before Australia Day. The awards will be presented
in the hall with celebrations in the park afterwards. The Qld
Dairy and Heritage Museum will hold their usual Australia Day
Breakfast including the MBDA awards presentation. There will
also be a Breakfast at Hivesville, Scouts afternoon in Proston and
the Boondooma Homestead evening gathering.
Looking Back - Snippets of the year that was!!
Covid and Supporting Local

I think that 2020 had a lot of challenges but it also taught us to

value what we have in our own back yard. I was pleased to see
the community rally behind our local shops and support them.
Our dam numbers were boosted in a big way with the support of
local visitors and the fantastic Troy Cassar-Daley concert. There
was also a great Boondooma Homestead Open Day and Proston
pig races!!
Ray of Sunshine South Burnett and Pinking Up

It was great to be part of the Ray of Sunshine South Burnett
campaign. A lot of shops were decorated and people dressed in
yellow to help us through the changing Covid situation. I was also
pleased that everyone got behind the Pinking Up South Burnett.
Although events were scarce, the spirit of supporting the fight
against breast cancer was still there. The commitment of the
Proston Golden Spurs was awesome with a painted pink roof!!
Online Prayers

I was privileged to work with the Barambah Ministers Association
to put together online prayers for our region when Church
services were stopped.
Budget Highlights

I think that the rolling out of the Murgon footpath project was a real
highlight. I was also pleased that Council had a zero rate rise in
the budget. The Proston Hood street drainage was a project that
I have worked on for a very long time and it has finally happened!!
Support for Farmers

Murgon and Proston both hosted successful farmers night for our
region and the Mondure Hall Committee hosted one of the Ten
Minutes with a Master events.
Council Elections

It was a privilege for me to be re -elected as your Councillor to
serve you for another term.

Contact Details

Again best wishes for an awesome 2021. Please contact
me if you have an issue that you would like me to follow up.
Cr Kathy Duff (Division 5) South Burnett Regional Council
Phone 07 41680225 or 0437020705 or
email kduff@southburnett.qld.gov.au
Caring for our Community
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MURGON

Painting & Decorating
New work • Repaints
Insurance work • Flooring • Roofs
Kurt Vincent

PH: 4168 1244

FAX: 4168 1094
126 Lamb Street, Murgon
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0438 832 258
Kurtvincent86@outlook.com
QBCC 15133819

Deb’s goals for the Nanango Electorate
in 2021

Member for Nanango, Deb Frecklington, says she is
focussed on three key goals for 2021 and will be advocating on
behalf of the Nanango Electorate until they are secured.
Mrs Frecklington said her focus will be on road funding,
health services and water security.
“In 2021 I will be working to achieve support for the
Nanango Electorate across the areas which continue to need
serious attention,” Mrs Frecklington said.
“We all know our road network does not receive the level of
funding required, so I will be pushing for this to be addressed.
I will also continue my advocacy for access to better health
services across the Electorate, and work to highlight the need
for water security for our irrigators,” Deb said.
Key project needs across the Nanango Electorate for 2021:
Roads
Tanduringie Creek Bridge – replacement and upgrade to two
lanes
Brisbane Valley Highway – major investment needed
D’Aguilar Highway – major investment needed
Mundubbera-Durong Road – widening to two lanes of the 11km
single-lane section
Kilkivan-Tansey Road – widening to two lanes and bridge
replacements
Maidenwell-Bunya Mountains Road – sealing and widening of
the final section
Running Creek Bridge near Woolooga – replacement and
upgrade to two lanes
Byee Road – widening to two lanes
Flashing Lights for Kilkivan State School – to improve safety
Cooyar Bridge – replacement and upgrade to two lanes
Health
Full-time Paediatrician for the South Burnett – to help kids get
the diagnosis and treatment they need sooner
Specialist Cancer Care Nurse – replacement of this role in the
South Burnett
Water Security
Working with local irrigator groups and Councils to secure
water supply for key projects like the Somerset and Lockyer
Water Collaborative, Blackbutt irrigators and the Barlil Weir.

KITCHEN • WARDROBES • VANITIES
SECURITY DOORS • FLY SCREENS
SHOWER SCREENS • REGLAZING
TIMBER & GLASS CUT TO SIZE

Ph: 07

4168 2600

Fax: 07 4168 2610 Mobile: 0409 821 047
12 Retschlag St, Murgon 4605

PHYSIOTHERAPIST:
Katie Zerner
LIFE AND WELLNESS
COACH:
Katie Zerner
Suite 2, Post Office Corner

Phone: 4168 3883
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Bringing You the Local Issues

The South Burnett’s Local Station
The Burnett’s Best Music Mix

Working together to bring you the issues that matter most
NEWS FROM THE SOUTH BURNETT PCYC

1. The South Burnet Regional Councillors visited the PCYC on Tuesday the 8th and were given a guided tour
of the PCYC facility. They were also provided with an outline of what PCYC and how we work in the community. They
were also provided with an outline of how PCYC operates state wide.
2. The PCYC gym memberships has double from the pre-covid numbers and we have already reached our
June 30 / 2021 target in November. If we continue at this rate we will reach our three year member target by June
30. At that point we may need to consider expanding the gym space.
3. Our Gymnastics section is at capacity, all classes are fully booked, so we have had to look at adding extra
classes for 2021. PCYC has a partnership with Gymnastics QLD and are the largest provider of gymnastics in QLD,
as such our gymnastics is structured like a learning syllabus with graded levels and participants are then able to
attend any PCYC in QLD and receive the same structured program.
4. Unfortunately our RESTART program will not be refunded by EQ in 2021. However the surplus funds
from this year have been approved for our use to increase the capacity of our sport and rec officers to better cover
activities for youth over the Xmas holidays.
5. Because our gym / fitness / gymnastics has grown so much, we have staff currently studying to be YOGA
teachers, Fitness instructors and gymnastics coaches.
6. If you wish to try out our gym we can offer a 7 day free pass.
Kind regards, Rene Bond, Branch Manager, P: +61 7 4168 1889,
Queensland Police-Citizens Youth Welfare Association, 40 Macallister Street
Murgon QLD 4605. www.pcyc.org.au

QCWA Gympie and South Burnett division wish to
invite any ladies interested in joining this wonderful organisation to come
along to our next meeting being held on Saturday 20th February at 12.30pm
for 1pm, at the QCWA rooms, MacAlister Street, Murgon.
Should you have any questions, please contact Janice (Division President)
on 0457 143 729 or email qcwagsbdivision140@gmail.com
Look forward to seeing you all there. Julia.
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FREE OVERNIGHT
(Max 48 hrs)

Murgon Camp Ground
Krebs St Murgon Qld
RV FRIENDLY

Real Estate - Livestock - Country Attire

Retirement Living + Income

Fully renovated units, freshly painted, 2 x 2 bedrooms units upstairs, and third unit
downstairs or it could be owners residence, downstairs unit has fully fenced entertainment
area and rear deck, carport accommodation for cars, landscaped gardens, both units on
new leases, laundry is communal under building, walking distance to CBD
$310,000.00

A Great Starter

Lowset brick home on 2 acres, open plan kitchen-dining and lounge with split air
conditioning, 3 bedrooms, ensuite and walk in robe in main with glass sliding door to go
out to outdoor area, good size laundry, colourbond shed (1 car garage + double carport),
fire pit, fully fenced, town water, mins to Wondai $345,000.00

100 Acres Only Minutes to Town

Highset 3 bedrooms home, modern kitchen with heaps of cupboards, separate dining &
lounge with wood heater and split air conditioning, roomy main bedroom with walk in robe,
2 other bedrooms good size, large front verandah but larger covered deck on rear with drop
down blinds, craft room or extra bedroom downstairs, paved storage area, gardens, shady
trees, colourbond 3 bay shed with workshop and power, single timber car accommodation
plus zinc. machinery shed and cemented workshop, steel cattle yards with water troughs,
enough room for 20 steers, heifers or horse, Merlwood Water Scheme for all troughs and
outside taps, mins to Murgon CBD and saleyards. $ 550,000.00

Office: (07) 4168 2850
Stacey: 0429 681 181
www.prattagencies.com.au
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