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Global markets unsettled while beef exports 
remain robust 09 July 2020

Key points:
Australian beef exports were 96,500 tonnes swt in June
The US was the top destination in June, as reduced US production lifted import demand
Share of Queensland beef exports to China dropped away as plant suspensions impacted trade
June was another positive month for Australian beef exports, with 96,500 tonnes shipped weight (swt) exported. 

These are strong figures considering eastern states cattle slaughter has consistently tracked below year-ago levels 
– back 8% on last year for the calendar year-to-June.

Nevertheless, total beef exports are back to a lesser extent, down 3% on 2019 levels. Export volumes have 
been robust considering the high level of turn-off last year and expectations for tighter cattle supplies this year. 
Domestic constraints will likely place pressure on export volumes in the coming months, while international 
demand could fluctuate as COVID-19 lingers within key markets.

Demand factors across the US and China unsettled
The US was the top destination for Australian beef in June at 26,000 tonnes swt, up 30% compared to the 

same month last year. However, total shipments to the US are back 7% for the year-to-date on 2019. This uptick 
in exports likely resulted from reduced US beef production through May, which will have flown through into product 
available for consumption in June. US production levels are now back above typical levels, so demand through 
July may be slightly subdued relative to June.  

Exports to China continue to fluctuate, and in June were just shy of 17,000 tonnes swt, down 25% on June 
2019. Reports indicate the market is particularly volatile, with import prices dipping and several COVID-19 
outbreaks causing further unease in the country.  

There has been a shift in the origin of exports to China, as temporary suspensions placed on four Australian 

plants in May now appear to be affecting export volumes. The suspended 
plants are understood to represent approximately 20% of beef exports to 
China, with three of the four plants being located in Queensland. Of all the 
beef exported to China last month, Queensland volume share dipped to 
45%, while Victoria and NSW both accounted for greater market share than 
usual. Queensland exports have pivoted towards the US and South Korea, as 
volumes to these markets lifted substantially in June relative to pre-suspension 
levels. 

Exports to Japan and South Korea remain steady
Exports to Japan last month remained solid at 22,000 tonnes swt, however, 

were definitely on the lighter side of typical levels. Japan remains the top 
market destination for the year-to-date, totalling 138,000 tonnes swt through 
the first six months of the year. Japan leads beef exports to China by 16,500 
tonnes swt and the US by 23,500 tonnes swt.

June beef exports to South Korea surpassed 15,000 tonnes swt, the 
highest volume since December 2018. With the recent dip in US beef 
production (the only other major competitor in the Korean market), this has 
led to a strong lift in demand for Australian product. US beef exports to South 
Korea in May were well back on 2019 levels, but will likely recover this month.

Value of beef exports strengthen
Despite the decline in overall export volumes this year, export values are 

tracking particularly well, buoyed by elevated domestic cattle prices and a soft 
Australian dollar through much of the year. For the year-to-May, beef exports 
have generated A$4.3 billion dollars, a lift of 14% relative to 2019. China has 
surpassed Japan as the most valuable market, supported by a sharp lift in 
export price in 2020. Only 20% of the beef exported to China is manufacturing 
cuts, verses 42% in Japan and 61% in the US, which is helping to drive the 
value of the Chinese market.

Courtesy MLA (Meat and Livestock Australia)
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 2020
TOURS

ALL TOURS POSTPONED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE

Murgon to Kingaroy Daily.
Depart Murgon 7.40am and 2pm.
• Also Kingaroy TAFE Bus:
Depart Kingaroy 8.35am & Return 3pm

For more information Contact Pursers 
Coaches Pty Ltd. 

Telephone: 07 – 41681533 
Email: purserscoaches@bigpond.com 
Website: www.purserscoaches.com.au

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED AND 
OPERATED BUSINESS

For enquiries regarding school 
bus or bus charter.

Contact Harvy or Andrew 
on 4168 1533

19,000 small businesses in Wide Bay to pay less tax
From this week, nearly 19,000 small and family businesses in Wide Bay will pay less tax as a result of legislated tax cuts 

passed by the Morrison Government.
From July 1, incorporated small and family businesses with a turnover of less than $50 million will see their company tax 

rate reduced from 27.5% to 26%, and unincorporated businesses will also benefit as the rate of the small business income tax 
offset increases from 8% to 13%.

The changes mark the next stage of the Morrison Government’s accelerated small business tax cuts, legislated in October 
2018, which brought forward tax relief for small and medium businesses by five years.

Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien welcomed the Morrison Government’s latest show of support for small 
businesses.

“Our hardworking small and family business owners are a significant part of Wide 
Bay’s local economy, and bringing forward these tax cuts will provide an economic lift,” 
Mr O’Brien said.

“We know that small businesses are among the worst-hit during the COVID-19 
pandemic, so at a time they need it most, these tax cuts will lead to more investment, 
helping small business owners keep more of their money, and securing important local 
jobs.”

Minister for Employment, Skills, Small and Family Business Michaelia Cash said 
this was a big win for the small business sector.

“Small businesses are the backbone of our economy. We have around 3.5 million 
small businesses across the country. They are a vital part of our COVID-19 recovery,” 
Minister Cash said.

“As COVID-19 health restrictions ease and the economy re-opens, this tax relief will 
support Australian small and family businesses to bounce back stronger and get to the 
other side of this crisis.”

The Treasurer Josh Frydenberg said these legislated tax cuts would provide further 
support to small business during the COVID-19 crisis.

“The Coalition Government has delivered extensive support for small and medium-
sized businesses during the COVID-19 crisis,” Mr Frydenberg said.

“We have extended the Instant Asset Write Off to $150,000 for another six months, 
are providing the Cash Flow Boost of up to $100,000 for employing small businesses, 
and are boosting access to capital through our COVID-19 SME Guarantee Scheme.

“This is in addition to the extensive income support JobKeeper, JobSeeker, and 
our Supporting Apprentices & Trainees wage subsidy are providing to support small 
businesses and sole traders across Australia.”

Louise Reidy

Strategic Procurement Coordinator - South Burnett 
Regional Council

Council has established a local marketplace for non-contracted low risk ad-hoc 
supply arrangements for business within the South Burnett Region.

If you are interested in supplying goods or services to us you can register your 
business on Council’s Local Marketplace on Felix for free.

Felix Marketplace is an online procurement system which allows council officers to 
search, nominate and invite local suppliers to quote.

Felix Marketplace is a great opportunity for local business owners to have their 
goods and services seen by a new audience.

Registration Process
1. Go to the Felix Marketplace registration page 
2. Complete the business profile
3.  Choose the relevant supply categories. Suppliers should select all the categories 

that best represent the goods and/or services available.
4.  Once registered, council staff can send a request for quote to suppliers when 

relevant products/services are required
5. Suppliers can accept and submit a quote response
6. Council staff will assess the quotations and award to the selected local supplier.
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ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS

Meets every 
Wednesday night 

at 6.00pm 
in 

Cultural Building/ Mens Shed. 
Proston. 

All Welcome.

Contact: 0427137140 
for more information

digital only.
The regulation provides new arrangements which are responsive to 

localised circumstances and will replace the existing newspaper notice 
requirements for the notification of development applications.

These new arrangements will require, in the first instance, that notice 
be published in a hard copy local newspaper where one exists. Where 
there is no hard copy local newspaper circulating, the notice must be 
published in a digital local newspaper. Where there is neither a hard 
copy or digital local newspaper, notice must be given by either publishing 
a notice in a newspaper with a state-wide distribution; giving additional 
notices to the occupiers of properties in the vicinity of the subject land; or 
publishing a notice on Council’s website.

The regulation also modifies associated requirements about keeping 
development application associated documents physically available for 
inspection and purchase or inspection only by local governments. These 
changes are in recognition of the health and safety issues associated with 
the physical handling of documents.

Similar modifications have been made to the requirements for 
notification of applications in priority development areas, as well as 
changes to improve flexibility in accessing associated hard copy 
documents under the Economic Development Act 2012. These 
modifications have been enabled via the Economic Development (COVID-
19 Emergency Response) Regulation 2020.

For further information regarding the Economic Development (COVID-
19 Emergency Response) Regulation 2020 see the following link 

https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/asmade/sl-2020-0101

New planning Regulation public notification
Did you know that the ability for people to meet requirements under Queensland’s planning framework, 

including the Planning Act, Planning Regulation 2017 and supporting statutory instruments (including the 
Development Assessment Rules) which regulate planning and development in Queensland is being impacted 
by the COVID-19 public health emergency. As a result, a new Planning Regulation has been made which 
applies until 31 December 2020 regarding public notification of development applications.

The regulation amends the operation of s53 of the Planning Act and 17.1 of the DA Rules (newspaper 
requirements) for publicly notifying development applications given the closure of many newspapers as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The regulation, made under the COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 
2020, modifies requirements under the Planning Act for public notification of development applications 
and change applications to ensure communities can continue to be adequately informed of development 
proposals, despite social distancing measures and many local and regional newspapers closing or becoming 

STRUDDYS SPORTS
MURGON

Number On Shop for NRL Gear
       

  • Sports Wear   • School Uniforms

      • Work Wear    • Embroidery

• Huge range of Running Shoes/Footwear

Cartoon by Tony Turton
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MURGON
Enjoy our world-class scenic views from 

the many natural parks on Boat Mountain.

Dob In a Dealer 
campaign will help clean up 

drugs in Wide Bay
Dob in a Dealer campaign run by Crime Stoppers 

Australia, benefitting communities across Wide Bay. 
The program is funded from the proceeds of crime, 
money that was destined to line the pockets of our 
most serious criminals.

“Dob in a Dealer is a call to action to Wide 
Bay communities to provide Crime Stoppers with 
information to assist law enforcement in disrupting 
the import, manufacture and supply of ice and other 
harmful illicit drugs,” 

“We encourage Wide Bay residents to anonymously 
contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or online at 
www.crimestoppers.com.au to ‘dob in’ those people 
profiting from the use of illicit drugs in our community.

“Drugs such as ice have a devastating impact on 
local communities. 

“The Government recognises that police can’t fight 
this on their own, and that our community can play 
a strong part to undermine and disrupt any criminal 
business models operating in local areas,” The 
last Dob in a Dealer campaign, which ran between 
February 2016 and March 2017, saw an average 
national increase of 95 per cent in drug-related 
information reports, including an increase of 143 per 
cent in the number of amphetamine-related reports 
from the public.

During 2016 in Queensland, Crime Stoppers 
received more than 17,000 drug-related information 
reports, including more than 5200 amphetamine-
related reports. This led to more than 600 arrests and 
the seizure of more than $1 million worth of drugs.

Murgon - Neat and tidy 3 bedroom lowset home on concrete stumps.  Air conditioned 
living.  Good size built in kitchen.  Modern bathroom with shower.  Enclosed sunroom 
at back.  Fly screened.  Security doors.  Front patio.  Double lock up and workshop 
with remote lift door on one side.    $137,500

Proston - This neat home sits on 21⁄2 acres and  is set back on the block and has 
views across country side.  Open plan living with a modern kitchen, gas range with 
electric oven.  There is an air conditioner providing all year round comfort.  2 bedrooms 
one currently being used by the owners as a dressing room.  The home is completely 
insulated and also benefits from a 3kw solar system.   A front verandah has been 
enclosed at one end to provide a sunroom.  The bathroom is very large and incorporates 
the laundry.   Outside at the rear is a ramp.  A lovely bush house.  The home benefits 
from both town and tank water.  There is a worm farm septic system.  A double lock up 
colorbond shed with workshop space at the rear plus a caravan port.  $200,000

Murgon - As new 4 bedroom home situated in a quiet cul-de-sac.  Spacious open plan 
living.  Built in kitchen with pantry, island bench and dishwasher.   The Master bedroom 
has spacious built in robes plus an en-suite.  The family bathroom benefits from a bath 
and shower, toilet is separate.   Quality fittings throughout.  Air conditioned living and 
Master bedroom.   The double plus garage is spacious with a remote lift door and double 
door access to the home.  The 4th bedroom/office has patio door access to a neat patio.  
The rear yard is fully and well fenced with double gate access from one side of the house 
and personal gate to the other side, a blank canvas ready for a new owner to establish 
gardens.   $279,000

email - murgonre@bigpond.net.au

Murgon - Reduced to Sell.  Owner Committed elsewhere.  Must be sold.  Represents 
excellent value at $185,000.    This bright airy home with 4 bedrooms is bright, airy and 
has absolutely nothing left to do.   Cosy living room with air conditioning extends into 
a spacious air conditioned sunroom.  Modern newly installed kitchen with island bench 
leads to a dining area.  Newly renovated bathroom benefits from a shower plus bath, 
vanity and toilet, there is  2nd toilet in the utility room.   Air conditioned main bedroom 
plus ceiling fans.  All paintwork inside and outside is in top order.  Mostly polished floors 
throughout the home with newly laid carpet in the lounge.  Roof and gutters all new.  
Single carport behind fence line.  Garage/workshop.  A private oasis of a back yard with 
covered entertaining, veggies gardens and established and easily maintained gardens.    
$185,000
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The South Burnett PCYC 
Gym is about to open! 

•     The gym will re-open from Monday 
the 13th at 24/7 (staff will be here from 
7am to assist with member accounts 
etc.) 

•    Staff are in the office this week 
contacting members with regards to 
membership extensions and can be 
contacted between 9am – 1pm for 
more details

•    Covid safe stickers and supplies are 
being installed this week

•    Fitness classes are set to return from 
Monday 20th July (reduced classes) 
timetable is being created this week

•    Gymnastics classes are set to return 
week of Monday 20th July (reduced 
classes) families are being contacted 
this week to assist with timetable 
creation. 

•    Membership specials will also be 
announced on our Facebook page 
shortly

Rene Bond, Branch Manager, P: +61 7 4168 1889 . Queensland Police-Citizens Youth Welfare Association
40 Macallister Street Murgon QLD 4605. www.pcyc.org.au
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Now  at  Murgon Post Office
52 Lamb St Murgon

Don’t throw it out
Remember the 

Murgon Museum
your unwanted 

treasures 
could be our 

treasures

Phone 4168 1934

St Joseph’s Catholic Parish Re-Opening
I am very grateful to all of you who have soldiered through the 

restrictions and closures that COVID-19 has imposed on us. Although 
many restrictions have been lifted we still have some in place 
and must continue to maintain a strict regime of hygiene. With the 
exception of Cherbourg, we have returned to our normal

Sunday Mass rota. At present I am enquiring as to when we can 
recommence our Sunday Mass at

Cherbourg.

Masses 15 July to 19 July, Wondai, Wednesday, 5.30pm, Murgon, 
Thursday, 5.30pm, Castra, Friday, 9.00am

Proston, Saturday, 9.00am, Wondai, Saturday, 5.00pm, Murgon, 

Sunday, 8.00am, Goomeri, 
Sunday, 10.00am

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Bryan Pipins SJ
Sunday Mass Times (winter) 
 

CHURCH WEEK DAY/TIME
Murgon  1 Sunday 8.00am
 2 Saturday 5.00pm
 3 Sunday 8.00am
 4 Saturday 5.00pm
 5 Sunday 8.00am
Wondai 1 Saturday 5.00pm
 2 Sunday 8am
 3 Saturday 5.00pm
 4 Sunday 8am
 5 Saturday 5.00pm
Proston Every Saturday 9.00am
Goomeri 1 Sunday 10am
 3 Sunday 10am
Durong 2 Sunday 10.30am
 4 Sunday 10.30am
Weekday Mass  
Wondai  Wednesday  5.30pm
Murgon Thursday  5.30pm,
 Friday  9.00 am 
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South Burnett dams reopen for overnight guests

On behalf of South Burnett Regional Council, Mayor Brett Otto is excited to announce that Boondooma and 
Bjelke-Petersen dams will fully reopen for overnight guests from Saturday 1 August 2020.

Mayor Otto said, “We are pleased to advise that both lake Boondooma Caravan & Recreation Park and 
Yallakool Caravan Park on BP Dam will reopen to the public in August. This is great news! Our parks will soon be 
open, and you will soon be able to book your next stay with us. The re-openings have been highly anticipated by 
locals and visitors to the region.”

Due to Covid-19 requirements all accommodation including unpowered sites must be pre-booked and all 
guests will have to complete a guest declaration and pre-check in form. Please see the relevant dam website for 
booking information.

Bookings will be open from Monday 20 July 2020 and can be made online at:
• www.lakeboondooma.com.au (07) 4168 9694
• www.yallakoolpark.com.au (07) 4168 4746
Mayor Otto said, “In conjunction with the re-opening of our Caravan and Recreation Parks at the dams, 

Council will once again be hosting the annual Festival of the Dams fishing competition run by Fishing Freshwater 
Australia on 15 and 16 August 2020. Teams will be participating from across Queensland and locals are invited 
to participate or come to watch the freshwater fishing action. To find out more about the tournament go to www.
fishingfreshwater.com.au/.”

For further information on the dams, please contact Council’s Senior Recreation and Services Officer on 4189 
9100 or email info@southburnett.qld.gov.au.

Please check the latest updates on state government restrictions to know if you can travel. Interstate travellers 
are permitted into QLD from 10 July and will require a border pass to enter. Further restrictions apply for people 
travelling from Victoria.

Private Support Worker Required 
A young man in the Murgon area requires support 3 days per week
Previous experience or a relevant qualification is essential 
A police check will be required and public liability insurance are essential 
The successful applicant must also have a current drivers licence
Please forward a resume and cover letter to barb@sbctc.com.au 



9

E-Mail: barbarathompson1069@yahoo.com.au

• Verticals • Rollers 
• Panel Glides • Romans 

• Venetians 
• Outdoor Awnings

Showroom:
27 Taylor Street, Murgon

by appointment
kgsblindsandawnings@hotmail.com

Covering The South Burnett

Kev Garside 0467 849 149

Deb
FRECKLINGTON MP
Member for Nanango

Working for the 
South Burnett
For assistance with
State Government issues, 
please contact me on:

07 4190 7100
nanango@parliament.qld.gov.au
PO Box 1158, Kingaroy Qld 4610
debfrecklington.com.au 
DebFrecklingtonMP

ADVERTISEMENT

5th Outback Writers Festival - 
Winton

The fifth annual Outback Writers’ Short Story 
competition has been judged and the winner is Jill 
Staunton with O’Grady’s Girl.  This is the second 
win for Jill, and she will now join 22 other Australian 
Short Story writers being published in The Outback  
- Volume 5.

Unfortunately the annual get together in Winton 
in June was cancelled due to Corona Virus, but 
the organisers felt it really important to continue 
with the written competition and publication of the 
book. Jeff Close, President of the Outback Writers 
Festival Inc., said that not only was it becoming an 
important event in itself, the competition also gave 
a creative outlet to short story writers Australia 
Wide. “We received entries from Melbourne to 
North Queensland this year – the geographical 
spread is increasing,” Jeff Close said. ”It was a 
great way for short story writers to use some lock-
down time”. 

“Our judges noted that the standard of entry 
was very good, and on the rise. Our Western 
Queensland based competition is the only one I 
know of that publishes a volume each year – the 
first 4 volumes are still in print and available,” Mr 
Close commented,

A very pleasing side to the competition is the 
encouragement given to new writers. About half of 
the stories in the book are from new competitors.

Entries for the 2021 competition are now 
open and further details are available from www.
outbackwritersfesival.com.au

All funds from the sale of the book go to the 
Outback Writers’ Festival. The 2021 Outback 
Writers Festival will be held in Winton from the 
22nd to the 24th of June.

 PS you can contact Jill direct, on 044 777 5631  
or staunton.pj@gmail.com

We sadly mourn the loss of:
COMPAGNONI, Margaret, Late of Richmond, 
Victoria, and formerly of Wondai
McGREGOR , Brian Edwin, Late of Wondai
WARD, Gwendoline Faye Rita (Gwen), Late of 
Booubyjan
PHYTHIAN, Iris, born in Murgon and Late of 
Bargara.

Dam Levels as at 12/7/2020
BP Dam 16.61%
Boondooma Dam 34.43%
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Proston here we come

50 Lamb St Murgon
Now at 
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Ray Richards - Manager

Tel: 07 4168 3060 
Mobile: 0418 120 255

Email: murgon@norco.com.au

Web: www.norco.com.au
21 Lamb Street, Murgon Qld 4605

This Month’s Special Norco Layer Pellets 20kg $17
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continued from Front page

TINGAMARRA LOCAL FAUNA
A diverse vertebrate assemblage recovered from a farm near Boat Mountain, south-eastern Queensland is 

one of few early Eocene vertebrate assemblages known from Australia and the only one to have produced fossil 
mammals (Godthelp et al. 1992, Long et al. 2002). The fossils occur in a sequence of lacustrine clays and muds 
on Tingamarra, a property on the outskirts of the town of Murgon, 270 km north-west of Brisbane. 

Crocodile and turtle fossils were known from Tingamarra as early as 1933 (Gaffney & Batholomai 1979, Molnar 
1982) but it was not until 1988 that screen washing at the University of New South Wales of bulk clay samples 
collected in 1983 produced the first mammal fossils from the site. Radiometrically dated at 54.6 +/- 0.5 Ma 
(Godthelp et al. 1992), the Tingamarra Local Fauna includes Australia’s oldest marsupials, frogs, snakes and non-
marine birds, the oldest bat in the Southern Hemisphere, the world’s oldest songbirds, an archaic condylarth-like 
placental mammal, as well as fish, turtles and crocodiles (Godthelp et al. 1992). 

At c.55 million years old, the Tingamarra assemblage predates the final break-up of Gondwana (41-35 Ma; 
Scher & Martin 2006, Brown et al. 2006).  At that time Australia was still tenuously connected to an ice-free 
Antarctica and it to South America. Coinciding with the global Palaeocene-Eocene Thermal Maximum (Zachos 
et al. 2001), this was a time of warm, wet conditions, with cool temperate broadleaf and conifer forests providing 
corridors for dispersal across the last vestiges of Gondwana (McLoughlin 2001).     

The depositional environment for the Tingamarra assemblage is interpreted to be a lake and/or swamp 
(Godthelp et al. 1992, Salisbury & Willis 1996). Numerous frog fossils have been found, many of which are 
referred to the myobatrachid Lechriodus casca (Tyler & Godthelp 1993).  The presence of Lechriodus in the 
Tingamarra assemblage indicates that at least some generic differentiation among Australian frogs predates the 
final fragmentation of Gondwana (Tyler & Godthelp 1993). Its only living Australian descendant, L. fletcheri, lives 
around pools or streams in rainforests and wet sclerophyll forests, typically in leaf litter or tree hollows (Tyler & 
Knight 2009).

Two crocodile species occur in the Tingamarra deposit. Both are 2 metre-long mekosuchines of the genus 
Kambara, but each with a distinctive dentition perhaps reflecting differing feeding strategies (Willis et al. 1993, 
Salisbury & Willis 1996).  Mekosuchine crocodiles are extinct endemics of Australia and the South Pacific that 
survived until until the Pleistocene in Australia and the arrival of humans in the islands of Fiji, New Caledonia and 
Vanuatu. 

The Tingamarra turtle Murgonemys braithwaitei (White 2001) belongs to a group of turtles called trionychids 
that have flexible (“soft”) shells allowing them to deform as they squeeze into small spaces chasing prey such as 
crayfish, frogs and small fish. Trionychids died out in Australia in the Pleistocene, around 40,000 years ago, but 
relatives survive in New Guinea, Asia and Africa.  Fossils of the Tingamarra trionychid are common in the deposit 
and include a nearly complete carapace.  

Small madtsoiid snakes probably hunted frogs or other small animals in and around the shallows.  The now-
extinct madtsoiids were constrictors (although, unlike modern constrictors such as pythons, their upper jaws 
were not particularly flexible) and were primarily Gondwanan in distribution being found mostly in Australia, South 
America and Africa. Known from vertebrae and dentaries, the madstoiid snakes from Murgon are congeneric with 
South American species from the late Cretaceous Los Alamitos Formation of Patagonia (Scanlon 1993, 2005). At 
about 80 cm long, Alamitophis tingamarra was the smallest of its genus, with Patagoniophis sp. being of similar 
size (Scanlon 2005).  Madtsoiid snakes survived past the end of the Eocene only in Australia where very large 
forms such as species of Yurlunggur and Wonambi from the Miocene and Pleistocene evolved. The group became 
extinct in the late Pleistocene.  

Two passerines or song birds (Passeriformes) are represented by carpometacarpal and tibiotarsal fragments 
in the Tingamarra assemblage (Boles 1995). Today passerines, which include wrens, lyrebirds, honeyeaters and 
crows, are the most diverse order of living birds but their phylogenetic and geographical roots remain contentious. 
Because the Murgon fossils are 25 million years older than the oldest known passerine fossils from the Northern 
Hemisphere, they support the claim for a Southern Hemisphere origin for the group (Boles 1997).  Other bird 
fossils described from the Tingamarra deposit include two or three species of “graculavid” shore birds, a grade 
of plesiomorphic charadriiforms restricted to the late Cretaceous-early Eocene elsewhere (Boles 1999).  The 
generalised postcranial morphology exhibited by these birds is characteristic of several groups of early neornithine 
birds in both the Northern and Southern Hemispheres (Boles 1999).

In terms of its mammals, the Tingamarra LF is particularly significant because it fills an otherwise 85 million 
year gap in the Australian fossil mammal record spanning the early Cretaceous (c.110 Ma) to the late Oligocene 
(c.26 Ma).  Taxa represented in the deposit include early marsupials and stem-group metatherians, archaic bats 
and at least one group of non-flying placental mammals.



13

The best represented Tingamarran mammal is Djarthia murgonensis (Godthelp et al. 1999). Known from 
dentaries, isolated teeth, ear bones and postcranial remains, it is morphologically the most plesiomorphic known 
member of the Australidelphia (Beck et al. 2008), the clade that includes all modern Australasian marsupial 
orders as well as the order Microbiotheria. Today microbiotherians are represented by a single species, 
Dromiciops gliroides from the Valdivian temperate rainforests of the southern Andes.  Current wisdom suggests 
that the modern Australasian marsupial orders evolved from ancestors that dispersed from South America, via 
Antarctica, sometime during the late Cretaceous to early Palaeogene and radiated prior to the late Oligocene. 
But the extremely plesiomorphic australidelphian morphology of Djarthia and the apparent absence of undoubted 
australidelphians from early Palaeogene deposits in South America has been interpreted  (Beck et al. 2008) as 
evidence that they originated in Australasia, perhaps from a Djarthia-like ancestor. If so, the South American 
microbiotheres are the result of a later back-migration from Australia. 

At least some of the Murgon metatherians may belong to families otherwise known from South America and/
or Antarctica. Chulpasia jimthorselli belongs to a genus otherwise known from Paleocene deposits in Chulpas, 
Peru, differing in upper molar morphology only in minor details from the Peruvian type species (Sigé et al. 2009). 
This is the first evidence that a genus of therian land mammals spanned South America, Antarctica and Australia 
during the early Cenozoic. The very close similarity between the Peruvian and Australian fossils (and suggested 
short time span between their stratigraphic occurrences) provides further support for a functional trans-Antarctic 
migration route between South America and Australia extending well into the early Palaeogene. 

Australia’s oldest known non-volant placental mammal is the shrew-sized Tingamarra porterorum. Known from 
teeth and possibly cranial fragments, it appears to be a member of the extinct condylarths (Godthelp et al. 1993), 
a once near-globally distributed stem-group that includes the ancestors of whales, elephants, horses and camels. 
Tingamarra’s presence at Murgon indicates that terrestrial placentals and marsupials had both reached Australia 
by 55 Ma. This challenges the presumption that marsupials dominated Australia’s terrestrial mammal assemblages 
by default, only gaining the upper hand over more ‘advanced’ placentals through a long history of isolation prior 
to the arrival of rodents c.5 million years ago. It seems the opposite may be true – marsupials may have actually 
out-competed early placentals in Australia sometime between 55 and 26 million years ago, perhaps because of 
Australia’s increasingly challenging environment.

Placental mammals that did flourish in Australia were bats. Murgon’s Australonycteris clarkae is one of the 
world’s oldest (Hand et al. 1994). It is similar to other archaic early and middle Eocene bats from both the Northern 
and Southern Hemispheres which represent a grade of primitive stem-bats globally extinct by the late Eocene. 
Known from teeth, ear bones and postcranial remains, Australonycteris navigated using echolocation, like most 
bats do today, and probably hunted insects over the surface of the Tingamarra swamp. 

Modern frog that is a descendant of the Eocene 
species from the Murgon deposit. At 55 million years 
old, the Murgon fossil frogs are the oldest known from 
the continent.

The oldest songbirds in the world 
have been discovered in the Murgon 
fossil deposit. They predate others in 

the world by 30 million 
years, indicating they first 
evolved in Australia before 
spreading to other areas of the world.

Turtles are common in the Murgon fossil deposit but represent 
a group known as soft-shelled turtles (Family Trionychidae) that no 
longer lives in Australia. This group is 
however still common in freshwater 
lakes and rivers in Asia (image of a 
live soft-shelled turtle below). The 
fossil turtle from Murgon, which can 

be very large (shells more than half a meter in 
diameter) has been placed in the new genus 
Murgonomys.

There are many crocodiles in the Murgon 
fossil deposit. They represent a very strange, 
extinct group of partly terrestrial crocodiles 
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known as mekosuchines. These extinct Murgon crocodiles 
have been placed in the new genus Kambara.

Among the mammals known from the Murgon deposit is 
one, Djarthia (jaw on the left) that appears to be the oldest 
known member of the ‘Australidelphian’ marsupials. Only 
one species survives today in forests at the southern tip of 
Patagonia (right): the Microbiotherian Dromiciops. However, 
this fascinating group almost certainly gave rise to the 

rest of the Australian marsupial radiation. More information about this animal is desperately needed to test the 
internationally provocative idea that this great group first evolved in Australia.

At the time when the Murgon fossil deposit was accumulating, Australia 
was still attached to Antarctica and the latter attached to South America—
the last remnants of the ancient Supercontinent of Gondwana. At this time 
all three continents were covered in lush, cool, wet forests such as still 
occurs in mountains of Tasmania and southern Argentina.

The most controversial Murgon mammal 
to date, known from a single tooth, is 
Tingamarra. The reason it is controversial 
is that it appears to belong to a placental 
mammal  rather than a marsupial, indicating, 
through the subsequent extinction of this 
group, that marsupials came to dominate 
Australia by ‘right of conquest’ over placental 

mammals rather than failure of our group to be present from the start. This fact 
doesn’t appeal to North Americans!

The fossil bat from Murgon, Australonycteris, is technically the oldest bat 
known from the entire world. This has created a mystery about how and where 
bats first evolved. The bat shown is another Gondwanan bat (Mystacina) from New 
Zealand but now known from Riversleigh and other Oligocene/Miocene fossil deposits 
in Australia.
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Extract of the letter received In relation to the announcement about a possible museum in Murgon 

Having just heard about the decision to develop a museum in Murgon focused in part on the fossil deposits we 
have been researching since 1983, it seemed sensible to see if we can help progress this excellent idea. Hence I 
have attached a summary of the history and significance of fossil discoveries we have been making here for many 
years and continue to do so now with Australian Research Council support. 

I might add, given the reference to the Australian Museum in the media articles, that Museum is not the 
oversighting organisation for research at Murgon. However, while I was the Director of the Australian Museum 
between 1999 and 2003, my research group at UNSW spearheaded development of an exhibition called 
‘Australia’s Lost Kingdoms’ in which we made sure that the significance of the important fossils from Murgon 
were one of that exhibition’s focal points. As a result, there is a legacy on the web about Murgon on the Australian 
Museum’s website. The State museum that should be involved in collaborative discussions is the Queensland 
Museum in Brisbane where I was also, between 1972 and 1978, the Curator of Fossil and Modern Mammals. 
Our involvement in Murgon research began in 1983 while I was in the Queensland Museum before moving to the 
University of New South Wales in 1978. 

In 1983, two of us, myself and Henk Godthelp, collected clay samples from the back paddock of Murgon. We 
were following earlier discoveries of pieces of fossil turtles and crocodiles from this same property. When we saw 
tiny fish bones in a clay ball conglomerate after digging a meter below the surface, we suspected that if enough of 
this clay were processed it would probably yield fossil mammals as well. Because there were no mammals known 
from the whole continent of Australia between the time periods of the Early Cretaceous (~110 million years ago) 
and the Late Oligocene (25 million years ago), any mammals found here would be extraordinarily important in 
bridging that otherwise enormous ‘dark ages’ gap in the record. 

Not only did we find entirely new fossil mammals as well as frogs, snakes and birds when they processed 
the clay in the laboratory at the University of New South Wales, we determined, by radiometrically dating the 
Tingamarra clay, that the deposit was about 55 million years old, a time period just before Australia finally 
separated from Antarctica to become the island continent it is today. Because Australia was still connected to 
Antarctica, and Antarctica to South America, until about 50 million years, we soon realised that the mammals in 
the Murgon deposit had as much to do with the history of South America as they did the history of Australia. At that 
time, all three continents including Antarctica were covered in lush, temperate forests that provided a super two-
way animal highway that linked the three continents. 

Since 1983 a vast range of strange creatures have been discovered by the University of New South Wales 
researchers, on the property but also on neighbouring properties. Myself, Professor Hand and Dr Beck have 
obtained a succession of research grants from the Australian Research Council to enable this research to continue 



16

and be expanded. We have been joined in this collaborative effort by Prof. Jon Woodhead (Univ. of Melbourne) 
who is exploring new ways of radiometrically dating the Murgon fossils. 

In 2019, we also began a collaboration with Kingaroy Senior High School and Murgon High School to have 
students take part in the expedition to become part of the expeditions to Murgon. We applied for a Citizen Science 
Grant to further this collaboration. Although it did not result in grant funding, we nevertheless invited students and 
staff from these high schools to join in the expedition which resulted in a very successful collaboration. Our intent 
is to continue and expand this collaboration with the local communities during and beyond 2021. No expedition 
was mounted in 2020 because of the risks associated with COVID-19 and travel prohibitions between Queensland 
and New South Wales.

We were stunned and delighted to hear, first and only through the media, that there is a commitment to 
developing a local museum in Murgon that would in part focus on the significance of the fossils we have been 
finding, researching and publishing from Murgon. Hence we are now hoping to develop a broader collaboration 
with the local community to assist in facilitating this development. Perhaps it would be mutually beneficial to have a 
virtual meeting with the relevant MPs, Mayor(s) and other local officials to explore how we can help?

We have also been the research group that has been helping the Mount Isa Community to redevelop the 
Riversleigh Interpretive Centre in Mount Isa. The discoveries our research group in the University of New South 
Wales have made every year from 1976 through to this year are the primary reason Riversleigh was listed as a 
World Heritage Area in 1994, along with Naracoorte in South Australia, as the World Heritage property ‘Australia’s 
Fossil Mammal Sites (Riversleigh / Naracoorte)’. At the time this nomination was being developed, it was our 
intention to have Murgon become part of the same serial nomination. Although this didn’t happen because of a 
decision by UNESCO at the time, it was recognized that depending on future discoveries made at Murgon, its 
inclusion in the serial nomination could be reconsidered at a later date.

We would be delighted to have a Zoom, Teams or other virtual meeting with you if that would be of interest in 
exploring how we might be able to help? 

Kind regards,  
Professor Michael Archer AM, FAA DistFRSN, FRZS, FACE, etc.
Director of the Vertebrate Palaeontological Laboratory
PANGEA Research Centre
School of Biological, Earth & Environmental Sciences
UNSW Australia (University of New South Wales)
Sydney, NSW 2052, AUSTRALIA
+61 423 553 333
http://www.pangea.unsw.edu.au/people/academic-research/michael-archer
http://www.create.unsw.edu.au/team/marcher/
Editors Footnote: We have been wanting something of significance and different to put us on the map for such 

a long time, this is our chance, please support us in this venture to paint the water tower and send tourists to the 
new Creative Country, Art Gallery, Cultural Centre and Fossil Museum. A small scale model (1” TO 72” in diameter) 
of the painted water tower can be inspected at the Murgon Info Centre.  

We want you... Volunteers wanted to assist at our Visitor 
Information Centres

Council is currently seeking Expressions of Interest from friendly, 
motivated and passionate community members interested in 
volunteering at our Visitor Information Centres.

Volunteers contribute enormously to the success of various 
functions of Council. Without their generosity, our range of services 

offered in these areas would be limited and we offer our thanks for their community spirit.
Volunteering involves the day-to-day operations of the Centre, speaking with customers and helping visitors on 

their holidays. Duties include providing residents and visitors with details of key tourist attractions within the region, 
local history and information on Council’s facilities and local tourist venues.

Information about volunteering, including the ‘Expression of Interest Volunteer Form’, Position Description 
and Volunteer brochure can be obtained by visiting any of Council’s Customer Service Centres, visiting Council’s 
website www.southburnett.qld.gov.au, or by contacting Council’s People & Culture team on 4189 9100 or email 
info@southburnett.qld.gov.au.



17

It was a great community gathering with the Mondure Hall Committee & other locals getting together to discuss 
ideas to progress their village including a helipad for the rural brigade & possible free overnight camping!!

Dairy & Heritage Museum Murgon

The Museum Volunteers are pleased to be welcoming visitors once again after having our doors closed since 
March. Visitor numbers have been pleasing and it is great to see people on the move

The Museum recently received a Community Grant of $2,600.00 from the SBRC. In 2018 The Murgon Lions 
Club donated their Merry- Go-Round to the Museum to be put on display. We did not want to see this deterioate so 
we applied for a Grant to cover the cost of having a top installed to cover the ride as well as repainting the horses 
and rockets. Can’t wait to see completed project.

Work is in progress in our “Barn”. We are in the process of having a kitchen installed to make this building a 
more viable asset to the Museum. Electricity  installation is almost complete. Exciting times ahead for the Museum.

A visit to the Museum is a must. You don’t have to rush, take your time, relax and learn about our past history 
and pioneers. We are proud of our heritage.

Joy Fennell  

Yes, we are open again. 
Closed Mondays, open 
Tuesday to Sunday. 

Hours are 
9.30 am – 12.30 pm. 
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Happy volunteers at the recent Mondure Rural Fire Brigade meet
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With the weather 
gods smiling upon us 
and keeping in mind 
the requirements 
made upon us by 
the country’s current 
situation the most that 
could be accomplished 
for RFD 2020 was the 
laying of a wreath on 
the Wondai Memorial 
and the hotel window 
display which was to 
remind people of the 
contribution made by 
the Royal Australian 
Navy in 1940 in the 
Mediterranean and Red 
Seas.

In 2021 the Wondai 
occasion will take a note of the RAAF’s effort in 1941 
as the Air Force found its feet through the work of the 
Sunderlands of No 10 Sqn in England on anti-shipping 
and anti-submarine duty; No 3 Sqn in the Western Desert 
flying Gloster Gladiators with some success against the 
Italians and later against the Vichy French Air Force in 
Syria; the first of the Empire Air Training Scheme aircrew 
who found their way mostly via Canada to various RAF 
Sqns in Britain; the hard work and substantial losses 
incurred by those sqns in Malaya when japan came into 
the war quite apart from all the other activity the RAAF 
was expected to accomplish with small means.

To meet a general information base two diaries are 
being prepared covering 1941 as a whole so far a general 
outlook is concerned and the other a dedicated RAAF 
diary so far as it can be managed without becoming a 
blur. Work on both these has been underway for some 
time and they are in keeping with those produced for 
1939 and 1940. The 80th Anniversary of World War 
Two diaries as they apply to Australia seems fitting that 
they should come from the smallest place in Australia to 
conduct Reserve Forces Day with a Parade and Service.

Best regards to you all and do your best to stay as 
healthy as you can,

Noel Selway, Secretary, RFD Wondai. 4169 0448

Set amongst farmland with views on 3 acres. Renovated 3 bedroom 
home with a spacious kitchen/dining area with plenty of storage, a 
wood fired bread oven & 5 burner cooktop. Large lounge room with 
fire place, featuring polished floors & ceiling fans. 2 Bedrooms with 
built ins, 1 used as an office area. Indulge yourself in the bathroom 
with the therapeutic spa. Generous sized shower, large vanity with 
granite top, & storage cupboard. Laundry combined mud room with 

storage cupboards. Another building consists of 3 rooms & a carport. 
The rooms can be set up as bedrooms having built-ins & ceiling fans. 
Separate to this is an air conditioned self-contained, teenager retreat, 

1 bedroom, kitchen, lounge, bathroom & laundry on the full length 
verandah. The shed provides plenty of parking, workshop, 2 x 5000 
gal tanks, 1 x 20,000 gal concrete tank, bore, 1 dam that is set up to 

water the established gardens and fruit trees.
CUSHNIE $320,000

3 bedroom timber home has been well maintained & is perfect for 
the young family or investor. 2 Double sized bedrooms with built-
ins, 1 single bedroom all with carpet. Older style kitchen in good 

condition, bathroom fully tiled with a large shower & storage. Good 
sized laundry with double sink & storage. Back verandah is closed 

in with louvres. Combined lounge & dining room is carpeted, with air 
conditioning. Double lock up garage with concrete floor & automatic 
roller door. Landscaped low maintenance yard, town & tank water. 

MURGON  $137,500

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock 

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock 
86 Lamb Street, Murgon Qld 4605. P.O.Box 377

Ph: 0741681600, Fax: 0741681542
Mobile: 0407097109, 

Email: dianne.acrelivestock@bigpond.com

5 Acre corner block with house & shed. 3 carpeted bedrooms with 
ceiling fans & screen doors to lead out to the verandah. Revamped 

kitchen with new benchtops & cupboard doors, island bench & 
breakfast bar & a second butlers kitchen. Bathroom with shower & 
vanity & separate toilet. Double bay carport attached to the home, 

with extra high ceiling. 2.4kw solar, insulated ceiling, workshop shed 
with concrete floor & power, partly fenced,  well established fruit 

trees & gardens. Town & an underground tank, this home is perfect 
to raise a family or to retire. TAABINGA $289,000
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MURGON - 56 Douglas Street Ph 07 4168 1277
WONDAI - 66 Mackenzie Street Ph 07 4168 5733

The South Burnett Veterinary Group has practices 
conveniently located at Murgon, Kingaroy and 
Wondai.

We provide a comprehensive and professional 
service to all  species of animals, in a caring and 
friendly environment.

C.R Braithwaite BVSc. and Associates

Men and Young Men’s Fashion, Workwear,
Sportswear, Surfwear, Formal Hire, In House Embroidery 

87 Lamb Street Murgon. 4605 
Ph/ Fax: 07 4168 1355

Ah: 07 4168 1149, Mob: 0417 608 929 
E-Mail: marksmith@burnett.net.au
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Murgon Report 30/06/2020
           Values remained fully firm for the 1200 yarded in Murgon today.  The yarding comprised of 300 Export, 

a limited number of feeders and the balance being younger weaner age cattle.  Bulls topped at to $3.26 c/kg and 
$2550.00.   Heavy Cows over 500 kilograms topped at $3.15 per kilogram and $2450.00 averaging $2.73 c/kg. 
Cows 400 to 500 kg sold to $2.83 per kilogram for a $2.52 average. Lighter Cows under 400 kg topped at $2.40. 
Export heifers sold to $3.39 per kilogram and $1710.00. Cattle were drawn from Biloela, Baffle Creek, Gayndah, 
Mt Perry, Biggenden, Durong, Nanango, Kingaroy, Kilkivan and locally.  402 Brangus steers from Wondai sold for 
$1562.00 at $3.88 c/kg. Charolais steers weighing 400 kg sold for $3.83 c/kg to return $1539.00.  2 pens of 4 tooth 
Gelbvieh steers from Johnstown sold for $3.66 c/kg, $1821.00 & $3.67 c/kg and $1663.00.  Local Belmont Red 
steers sold for $1661.00 at $3.70 c/kg.  360 kg Santa cross steers from Wooroonden sold for $1386.00 at $3.85 c/
kg.  Brangus steers from Booubyjan sold for $1264.00 at $3.85 c/kg.  Charolais cross weaner steers from Brigooda 
sold for $4.46 c/kg returning $1020.00 & $799.00.  Charolais cross weaner steers from Wondai sold for $916.00 
at $4.24 c/kg.  Droughtmaster weaner steers from Tansey sold for $968.00 and $3.98 c/kg.  Braford weaner steers 
from Booubyjan sold for $3.96 c/kg returning $794.00.  Santa cross weaner steers from Redgate sold for $803.00 
at $4.25 c/kg.  Braford weaner steers from Wondai sold for 815.00 at $4.18 c/kg.  349 kg Santa cross heifers from 
Hivesville sold for $1284.00 at $3.67 c/kg.  Angus heifers from Durong sold for $1224.00 and $3.59 c/kg.  2 pens 
of Santa heifers from Kingaroy sold for $3.58 c/kg, $1256.00 & $3.50 c/kg and $1049.00.  Droughtmaster cross 
weaner heifers weighing 209 kg sold for $3.94 c/kg to return $824.00.  2 pens of Santa heifers from Gayndah sold 
for $3.69 c/kg to return $1095.00 & $850.00.  Brangus cross weaner heifers from Baffle Creek sold to $3.59 c/kg 
returning $754.00.  Light Brangus weaner heifers from Gayndah sold for $3.87 c/kg and $747.00. 

           The Next Murgon Sale is on Tuesday the 14th of July at 8.00 am 

Bendigo Bank has confirmed its Wondai agency will close on Friday, August 28.
The agency – which opened in April 2017 – is located inside Robinson’s News and Gifts at 50 Mackenzie 

Street.
A Bendigo Bank spokesperson described the decision to close the agency as “regrettable”.
“While the commercial decision to close the agency is regrettable, our Community Bank branch in Nanango is 

available to assist customers with face-to-face banking, along with a range of other lending and financial services,” 
the spokesperson said.

“We have a mobile lender ready to visit Wondai as required and the Nanango Community Bank provides a 
convenient mobile lending service across the region to service residential and small business lending enquiries.

“Customers can continue to bank 24/7 online or via our mobile app and on 1300 BENDIGO (1300-236-344).
“Customers can also conduct their face-to-face banking via Australia Post’s Bank@Post service, located at 12 

Mackenzie Street.
“We would like to thank the staff at Wondai Agency for their service and support over the past four years and 

wish them every success in the future.”
The bank’s agency in Murgon, at Struddys Sports at 73 Lamb Street, is also available to help customers.
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Vale   Iris Eva Phythian (nee Groger)
Iris was born at the Graham Private Hospital in Murgon on the 19th August, 1927 – the only child of Henry and Eva 

Groger. Henry was a carrier, delivering goods from the railway station to the locals. Eva was a talented dressmaker. 
Henry contracted pneumonia at the age of 42 years and he died when Iris was 9 years old. Eva then ran the carrier 
business.

Schooling began for Iris at the Murgon State School. During World War 2, Iris attended St Rita’s Catholic  High 
School which was evacuated from Brisbane to Murgon. After leaving school, Iris began working at Cunningham and Mills 
General Store in Murgon – which carried everything from flour to fabric. Iris recalled sending the money and invoices in a 
metal container, up wires to the office of Mr Mills, from where he surveyed the whole store and staff.

During this time, the Army held many dances at the Murgon Town Hall. They asked for ladies to play cards with 
the older officers, and Eva volunteered – and Iris went along too, enjoying the dancing that she loved. Later she also 
attended many country dances with her girlfriends and the band. They would be tucked into the back of the ‘ute’, under a 
blanket in winter, with the instruments and drums. Iris was also involved in the CWA Younger Set in Murgon.

 After the war, she met her future husband, Bob Phythian, at a dance. They were married at St Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church in Murgon, on the 10th of June, 1950. Bob was a motor mechanic at Phillips Motors Ford Garage, later becoming 
a partner in the business. Iris became a book-keeper for Thompson’s Plumbing Works. Bob began to have trouble with 
his legs, and then underwent surgery for a fibrosarcoma of the spinal cord. Unfortunately, this left him paraplegic and Iris 
continued on with his care and physiotherapy at home for the next 2 years. Bob’s cancer spread in 1967, and he was 
transferred to Greenslopes Repatriation Hospital in Brisbane, where Iris visited him daily until his death 5 months later. 
During this time, Iris’ mother, Eva, moved into the family home and cared for their children, who were 6, 8,and 12 years 
old at the time of his death, at 43 years of age.

Iris coped with this terrible loss, and continued to care for her children with the support of her mother next-door. Iris 
played golf at the Murgon Golf Club, and was heavily involved in the RSL Auxiliary, the Murgon Hospital Auxiliary, and 
the Lutheran Church Guild. She worked part-time at Jim Sorenson’s Menswear; and then in 1976 she became a teacher-
aide in the library at Murgon State High School.  She retired in 1987

Twenty years ago, Iris moved from Murgon, and she began the next phase of her life in Carlyle Gardens at Bargara. 
Iris loved craft, needlework, travelling, reading and television, but her greatest joy was her family. 
She passed away on 22 June, 2020 and is survived by her three children, Neil, Gail and Anne, 5 grandchildren and 4 

great grandchildren.
Editors Comment:  Iris always wanted to know what was happening in her old home town and we have been 

sending her a copy of the Murgon Moments for several years. She used to say to me Leo am I up to date with the cost of 
mailing? Great memories of a lovely lady, Rest in peace Iris. 

Murgon Hospital Auxiliary graciously accepts a cheque of $2,000 from Bendigo Bank to be used for equipment and 
hospital essentials.

Photo L-R: Ritchie O,Neill OAM, Bendigo Bank Rep Courtney Retschlag and Lionel Kerr with Murgon Hospital 
Auxiliary President Muriel Schultz.  
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Proposed short list of topics discussed at the recent 
South Burnett Water Feasability Study.

A proposal to construct a water recycling plant at Swickers’ pig abattoir in Kingaroy is the key new item on a 
proposed shortlist of possible future South Burnett water projects.

Swickers are heavy water users due to the nature of their business and lack of security during drought has led 
to the major employer approaching the South Burnett Regional Council several times in the past for assistance.

The shortlist – part of an initial strategic business case to increase agriculture production and water security in 
the region – was unveiled on Wednesday evening by consultants Jacobs, engaged by the South Burnett and North 
Burnett regional councils working in partnership with SunWater and the Department of Natural Resources, Mines 
and Energy.

The $2 million Burnett Water Feasibility Study was funded by a Federal Government grant.
About 45 people gathered at Kingaroy Town Hall to hear the report back by Jacobs’ economists.
Apart from the Swickers’ proposal, other items on the list have been widely discussed before:
Barlil Weir, 8km north-west of Murgon on Barambah Creek – this was previously identified as infrastructure of 

significance by the Department of State Development in 2003 after being granted Federal Government approval in 
2001. Estimates for its construction have varied from $2.8 million (2003) to more recent rumoured estimates of $16 
million. The expected yield from this “re-regulating” weir would be about 3000ML.

Tarong power stations to make greater use of water from Wivenhoe Dam (or “manufactured” water products), 
freeing up more Boondooma Dam water for urban and commercial use in Kingaroy; this would allow poorer quality 
water from Gordonbrook Dam, currently being used to supplement Kingaroy’s town water supply, to be converted 
to agricultural use.  The difference in cost between Wivenhoe water and Boondooma water at present discourages 
this from happening.

Greater utilisation of the Wivenhoe to Tarong pipeline for irrigation in Blackbutt, especially for avocado 
growers. This project has also been put forward as one of Queensland’s “top five” priority irrigation projects by the 
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Queensland Farmers Federation, citing a recommendation from Jacobs.
Raising the Boondooma Dam wall.
Removing the 70,000ML cut-off rule from Boondooma Dam.
Flood harvesting from Barambah Creek into Bjelke-Petersen Dam.
South Burnett mayor Brett Otto said some of the projects would be included in the final report, while others 

would remain under consideration.
However, the information gathered would help to strengthen any business case put forward for the State 

Government to consider when reviewing proposed irrigation investment in the region.
Jacobs principal economist Matt Bradbury provided demographic data which showed agriculture was the 

second largest employer in the South Burnett.
Agricultural output, though, has gone up and down over the years, reflecting whether the year had been wet or 

dry.
“Perhaps what we are missing is a little bit of water,” he said.
“Large areas of fertile land have no access to a reliable water source ... hindering crop yields, value and 

diversity.”
He also identified urban water security as an issue as water restrictions needed to be imposed too frequently.
However, the area’s access to markets, via road to ports or airports – including Wellcamp – was very good as 

was the capacity of the electricity network to support local value-adding processing.
But he noted that socio-economic disadvantage in the South Burnett was higher than the North Burnett, 

Queensland or Australia.
“It is an area that would really benefit from investment,” he said.
Consultant Chris Hewitt said 22 options had initially been developed which covered the South and North 

Burnett regions.
Going through the shortlist of South Burnett projects (above), he said the Swickers water recycling plant was a 

good project “but obviously there is a cost involved”.
There were four different ways the Tarong / Wivenhoe Dam proposal could be implemented.
However, removing the 70,000ML cut-0ff from Boondooma was not a strong recommendation nor was raising 

the Boondooma Dam wall. This would be very expensive without yielding much benefit.
Jacobs completed a “multi-criteria analysis” scoring impediments, benefits and possible legal and 

environmental issues for each project.
This had identified the top projects: Four in the North Burnett, five in the South Burnett and one that covered 

both regions.
He said the next steps in the South Burnett should be:
The development of a 25-year economic roadmap, preparing for a time when the Tarong power stations closed, 

ie. a significant employer leaving and a significant water resource becoming available.
The development of an urban water strategy.
Progression of the Blackbutt irrigation project – which was ready to action, but won’t be easy to achieve.
Assessment of Gordonbrook Dam – what is its role to be in the future?
Practical assessment of the Barlil Weir project before the development of a detailed business case.
The water forum followed a consultation process by Jacobs which began last November but was derailed when 

COVID-19 restrictions stopped some public meetings from being held.
However, the consultants met with a number of individual water users and water user groups as well as 

reviewing previous studies.
This is ongoing with water users still invited to contact the South Burnett Regional Council to make 

arrangements to meet with the Jacobs team.
Concurrently, Jacobs has also been working with SunWater on a long-term water blueprint for the region as 

well as a $1.5 million study assessing a possible Coalstoun Lakes irrigation pipeline from Paradise Dam.
Courtesy: South Burnett on Line.
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Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien presented Creative Country Association president Richard O’Neill OAM 
with a certificate to commemorate the Federal Government funding ... watching on are CCA secretary Kathy Dora, 
treasurer Glenda Geraghty with husband Leo, South Burnett Mayor Brett Otto and local councillor Kathy Duff

$1.6 MILLION NOD 
TO THE PAST BOOSTS 
MURGON’S BRIGHT 
FUTURE

A $1.6 million cultural centre 
showcasing Murgon’s important 
prehistoric links will herald a bright 
future for local tourism, jobs, and the 
community, Federal Member for Wide 
Bay Llew O’Brien said today.

Murgon’s Country Creative 
Association will receive $1,596,514 
through the Morrison Government’s 
Building Better Regions Fund to 
construct a purpose-built cultural 
centre which is set to include an art 
gallery, fossil museum, art workshop, 
gift shop, and central prehistoric 
garden.

“This is a bold, innovative project 
that will capitalise on Murgon’s 

position as a significant Australian paleontological site, and will provide ongoing tourism and economic benefit for 
the community and the wider South Burnett region,” Mr O’Brien said.

Murgon is the only site in Australia with a range of vertebrate fossils dating from the early Paleogene Period 
55 million years ago, which is considered a crucial time in mammalian evolution and is of special interest to 
professional and amateur palaeontologists.

“This project will create immediate benefit with jobs during the planning and construction phase,” Mr O’Brien 
said.

“A project of this scale will transform Murgon, and ensure it remains strong, resilient and prosperous in the long 
term.
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“I commend the project’s planners and backers including Richard O’Neill, Leo Geraghty, and Kathy Duff; and 
I look forward to seeing the new Cultural Centre becoming a focal point for community activity and a significant 
tourist attraction boosting economic prosperity, and creating jobs and new opportunities in our region.”

The Murgon Cultural Centre was one of five projects in Wide Bay to share in $1.8 million through Round 5 of 
the Building Better Regions Program, with other projects including $60,000 for the Noosa Alive arts and cultural 
festival; $42,539 for Noosa disability service Sunshine Butterflies; $20,000 to upgrade the 30-year-old toilets and 
showers at the Cooroy Badminton Club Hall; and $140,000 to construct a new educational and activity centre at 
Hope Reins in Gympie.

Work on Murgon’s new $1.59 million Cultural Centre is planned to start within the next three months.
And the project – which will house an art gallery and fossil museum – is expected to be completed within 18 

months.
Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien joined members of the not-for-profit association creating the project on site 

in Macalister Street, Murgon, on Tuesday morning.
The Creative Country Association (CCA) was formed fairly recently but the dream of a Murgon cultural centre 

dates back almost two decades.
The project is being funded entirely under Round 4 of the Federal Government’s Building Better Regions Fund 

(BBRF) program.
Mr O’Brien announced the final figure – $1,596,514 – during his visit.
CCA president Richard O’Neill OAM thanked Mr O’Brien for his help in advocating on behalf of the association.
Mr O’Brien said the project had “stood on its own merits” and was certainly worthy of being funded.
“It will be a confidence boost for Murgon. I am super excited about it. It is just what Murgon needs,” he said.
South Burnett Mayor Brett Otto also thanked Mr O’Brien for his support.
He said Murgon was the “northern gateway” to the South Burnett and the stimulus this project would provide 

would flow through the whole region.
“It will add a add a significant contribution to the Murgon economy and to the South Burnett economy,” Mayor 

Otto said.
“It will bring more tourists to our region.”
Mr O’Brien said the Cultural Centre would be a real drawcard.
“This project will create immediate benefit with jobs during the planning and construction phase,” he said.
“A project of this scale will transform Murgon. (It) is a bold, innovative project that will capitalise on Murgon’s 

position as a significant Australian paleontological site, and will provide ongoing tourism and economic benefit for 
the community and the wider South Burnett region.”

Local councillor Kathy Duff highlighted the importance of the long-awaited art gallery.
“It’s the best project we’ve had in Murgon in the whole 16 years since I’ve been elected,” Cr Duff said.
She said the lack of an art gallery had been a “huge gap” in Murgon and the project would provide an 

opportunity to showcase local Indigenous art.
“It’s going to enhance Murgon, enhance tourism. It’s really boosted the morale of the community,” she said.
CCA treasurer Glenda Geraghty said the Cultural Centre would not only be aimed at tourists.
“I want the fossil museum to become an educational thing to attract students to come here. Hopefully, someone 

will go on to become a paleontologist!” she said.
Glenda is a bit of an amateur paleontologist herself ... she has accompanied visiting scientists to dig sites in the 

Murgon area and has recovered a crocodile tooth as well as a bird bone which is now being studied in Sydney.
The Murgon area has remarkable fossil deposits, including some of the world’s oldest songbirds and the oldest 

marsupial remains in Australia.
It is the only site in Australia with a range of vertebrate fossils dating from the early Paleocene 55 million years 

ago, a crucial time in mammalian evolution.
Dig sites are top secret to deter looters so many South Burnett people have no idea about the incredible finds 

that have been made in the region – something the fossil museum hopes to rectify.
The garden courtyard will be the first part of the project to be developed, as it is in the centre of the complex.
The CCA has formed sub-committees to develop the different sections: art, fossils and mental health through 

art.
Workshops would be held at the complex and the area would also be available for hire to the community.
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It will also be able to host movie evenings and 
travelling art exhibitions.

Murgon Business and Development 
Association (MBDA) president Leo Geraghty said 
the community had been developing the project 
for 15 or 16 years.

But he’s now got another project in his sights 
...

The MBDA is working on getting approval for 
fossil-related artwork to be added to the concrete 
water tower on the western approach to Murgon.

Plans to paint the water tower were first 
floated in February last year.

However, the MBDA had since adopted a 
second design, prepared by a group of local 
artists, which will have a fossil theme to link with 
the Cultural Centre.

The group is now seeking approval from the 
South Burnett Regional Council before looking 
for funding to make this dream a reality, too.

The next project? Glenda Geraghty and Richard O’Neill with a model of the fossil artwork planned for the 
Murgon water tower.

Gympie Regional Council Mayor Glen Hartwig (on left), We’d like to introduce you to Shane Gray (on right), the 
new CEO of Gympie Regional Council, appointed at the special Council meeting. 

Shane brings with him extensive experience in both the local government and private sectors.
Having worked as deputy CEO of Murgon Shire Council, he has held CEO positions at both Nanango and 

South Burnett Shire Councils.
Prior to his appointment at Gympie, Mr Gray served as a risk coordinator for the Australian branch of Jardine 

Lloyd Thompson (JLT) and Local Government Mutual Services.  
Welcome Shane! We look forward to you joining the team.
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South Burnett Rugby League Confirms Season Over
SBRL president Dave Tierney
July 10, 2020

The South Burnett Rugby League is exploring options for the rest 
of the year, but the official 2020 season is definitely over.

SBRL president David Tierney said the management committee 
met again on Wednesday evening regarding the 2020 season.

“This was in response to the easing of restrictions around 
community sport,” Mr Tierney said.

“All clubs explored the possibility of getting competition back and 
running and, more importantly, the players back on the field.

“It was acknowledged that a lot of larger leagues are returning 
to competition however but even in these leagues not all clubs are 
returning.

“In the end, the majority of the clubs still believed the 
requirements around management of venues on game day and 
training were just too onerous for the limited volunteer pool available 
to them.

“There was also some concern about clubs being able to field full 
teams and even greater concern for the financial viability of clubs 
should restrictions be put back in place.

“It was therefore decided that there will be no 2020 SBRL 
season.”

However the committee members agreed that the SBRL would 
now explore options to provide some rugby league to those who 
wish to be involved.

“Several issues will need to be resolved, the greatest of which is 
insurance,” Mr Tierney said.

He said these options would include:
Running school-based programs in conjunction with an NRL Development officer
Continuing the Beyond the Nest Development program
The possibility of SBRL teams participating in one-off country carnivals
Expression of interest emails have been sent to players regarding Beyond the 

Nest.
“Everyone is encouraged to watch the SBRL Facebook page for further updates,” 

Mr Tierney said.
The management committee also confirmed the SBRL Centenary Dinner had again 

been postponed, given the uncertainty of the current environment.
“In making these decisions, we are mindful of the consequences (they) have on 

rugby league in the South Burnett,” Mr Tierney said.
“I believe the decisions made by the clubs are for the greater good of the sport and 

more importantly our community.
“I’d just like to thank all the players and supporters for their efforts this year 

and whilst many are disappointed about these decisions, I thank them for their 
understanding as to why they were made.

“Finally, I would like to thank all the sponsors of our sport in the South Burnett. A 
number are businesses that have been adversely affected by COVID-19 restrictions.

“Many of our sponsors are also businesses who have family involved in the sport.
“As a sport we wish them all the best and encourage everyone to continue to 

support these businesses in these difficult times.”
Courtesy: South Burnett Online

Who is the 
3 year old? 

Answer 
inside back page
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Years of work 
and collecting 
have made this 

memorable 
collection 

a reality for 
Poppy Cross

of
Mondure

NATIONAL SENIORS
National Seniors Australia & the Murgon & District Branch Inc are still in lock-down.  We are unable to 

hold Meetings & have our Coach Tours. 
Our Members have been keeping in touch with one another. Our Head Office has been telephoning 

many NSA Members, Statewide, to find out if they are ok. 
There is a “HELPLINE on 1800 171 866” for ALL Older Australians to ring if they are having 

difficulties with these restrictions, unable to be with family or any other issue you might have. 
By early August, we hope to be up and running normally again.  
For more information please contact Paula (President) on 4168 3114 or 0497 324 376.
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Congratulations Leonard McLeod who is a 94 year old World War11 veteran who was honoured with a War 
Service Medal. Thank you for all you have done so that we can enjoy the freedom we have today!!
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Project overview
The Department of Transport and Main Roads is installing audio tactile line marking (ATLM) at select locations 

along the Burnett Highway. The works include the installation of ATLM on the edge and/or centre lines at various 
locations between Nanango and Goomeri, to alert motorists if they stray out of their lanes.

Included in the $197,500 project is a two-kilometre section between Lanigan Road and Runnymede Road.
These works are being delivered under the Queensland Government’s Safer Roads Sooner program, which 

aims to implement high benefit, cost effective, road engineering treatments that address known and potential crash 
locations.

Works also include the development of eight-metre clear zones either side of the highway, which was carried 
out in early June 2020, to improve sight distance and allow errant vehicles an opportunity to recover.

ATLM will also be installed at numerous high priority sites between north of Runnymede Road and Ferling 
Road.

Roadworks are scheduled to begin in July 2020 and take about three months to complete, conditions 
permitting.

For more information, Free call: 1300 728 390* Email: Bundaberg.office@tmr.qld.gov.au
Web: www.tmr.qld.gov.au, Post: Department of Transport and Main Roads, Southern Queensland Region
Locked Bag 486. Bundaberg Qld 4670
* Local call charge in Australia. Higher rates apply for mobile phones and payphones. Check with your service 

provider for call costs.
Construction impacts, RoadTek will deliver the works which are expected to be carried out between 6am and 

6pm, Monday to Friday. However, we will make every effort to minimise the impact to motorists during these works.
Motorists are reminded to observe all warning signage when approaching the site and be aware of changed 

conditions, such as reduced speed limits and queued traffic, and adapt their driving behaviour accordingly.
The department thanks adjacent residents and motorists for their patience and cooperation while this important 

safety upgrade is completed.
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PEOPLE WITH QUADRIPLEGIA TO GET FIRST ACCESS TO SPORT ON THE 
SUNSHINE COAST FOLLOWING FEDERAL GOVERNMENT GRANT

 

People living with quadriplegia and other disabilities will have access to competitive sport on the Sunshine Coast, some 
for the very first time, following a Federal Government grant for Sippy Downs club Suncoast Spinners.

The $243,140 grant will pay for the creation of a Wheelchair Rugby program to add to the Club’s existing Wheelchair 
Basketball activities, allowing people with quadriplegia to take part for the first time.

Federal Member for Fisher Andrew Wallace said that Suncoast Spinners were one of only 57 successful applicants out of 
the more than 850 who applied for the $19 million Driving Social Inclusion through Sport and Physical Activity Program.

“Suncoast Spinners have been absolute leaders in creating practical, no-nonsense ways to get people who live with a 
disability, and those able-bodied, involved in sport and social activities together,” Mr Wallace said.

“This pandemic has given many of us a greater understanding of what isolation is, and it is a fantastic time to recognise 
the difference that Suncoast Spinners have been making for many in our community for more than 20 years.” 

Wheelchair rugby is an intense, physical team sport for male and female athletes with quadriplegia. There is currently no 
access to team sport for people with quadriplegia available on the Sunshine Coast.

The proposed program will run one weekly two-hour session, free of charge, for two years, with the aim of developing a 
local competition and increasing social and physical activities for participants.

“I have joined Suncoast Spinners to play basketball with some of the members in the past and I can tell you that 
wheelchair sport is a great way for anyone to stay fit.

“It’s a fantastic opportunity to build a connection with new people on the Sunshine Coast and I am delighted that with the 
Federal Government’s support the Spinners are going to be able to help more people to get involved. I’m looking forward to 
learning a new wheelchair sport when the program gets underway,” Mr Wallace said.

The grant will pay for five new specialist wheelchair rugby chairs, venue hire, marketing and administration of the 
program for two years.

As the Prime Minister’s representative for the 2032 Olympic bid, Member for Fairfax Ted O’Brien said the grant presented 
local disability athletes with the opportunity to dream big.

“We have some great examples of inspiring Paralympians like Bridie Kean, Ryan Scott and Chris Bond right here on the 
Sunshine Coast, but like all elite athletes they had to start somewhere and that means access to ability appropriate sports,” 
Mr O’Brien said.

“Well that’s exactly what this $243,000 grant, combined with the vision and passion of Suncoast Spinners is achieving.
“And if it inspires our younger disability athletes to set their sights on the 2032 Olympics all the better – after all we’re 

working hard to ensure we host the 2032 Games right here in South East Queensland and wouldn’t it be wonderful to cheer 
on our own home grown Paralympic team!”

To create a truly inclusive program, Suncoast Spinners will adopt the Club’s Reverse Inclusion approach, encouraging 
people without a disability to participate in wheelchair sports. This approach increases social inclusion as well as driving 
greater social integration and larger membership, ultimately further increasing sporting opportunities for people who live with 
disability.

Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien welcomed the funding announcement, and encouraged people from Noosa 
and further afield to participate in the program.

“People from Noosa through to the South Burnett have taken part in Suncoast Spinner demo days, showing there is a 
strong demand for this fantastic program,” Mr O’Brien said.

“It’s so important for all people, of all abilities, to be able to lead an active and healthy lifestyle, and to be fully welcomed 
into a sports club. This funding will help ensure the social benefits of sports inclusion, just as much as the physical benefits.”

Suncoast Spinners President and dual Paralympic Medallist Dr Bridie Kean said: “As an organisation we’re committed to 
increasing inclusive sporting opportunities for people with a disability in our region. We’ve had previous success in doing so 
through Wheelchair Basketball. The opportunity to expand to Wheelchair Rugby enables even greater participation options 
for people with all levels of ability in our region.”

“It’s been a really isolating time for so many people during this pandemic. This grant is going to open up avenues to play 
sport for people on the Sunshine Coast who have otherwise had no options at all to play sport. We are excited to be able to 
return to sport as it becomes safe to do so and offer avenues for people of all abilities to reap the social and physical benefits 
participating in team sport has,” Dr Kean said.

As COVID-19 restrictions are lifted and community-based group sport and physical activity resumes, SunCoast Spinners 
have been given an extended timeframe until December 2022 to deliver the activity. The Club are currently planning to begin 
the program at the start of 2021.

Further information about the Driving Social Inclusion through Sport and Physical Activity program is available.
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Pratt Agencies Annual June weaner sale
Murgon Weaner Steers To $4.58 c/kg

  1500 good quality weaners were yarded in Murgon last Friday for Pratt Agencies Annual June weaner sale.  
The overall weight of the calves was lighter than usually sold due to the difficult conditions experienced until the 
season broke in February, but the quality of the yarding was to its normal very high standard and a credit to the 
breeders.  The yarding averaged $3.95 c/kg.  Best overall pen of steers was won by C & H Heness Goomeri 
and sold for $4.42 c/kg returning $1173.00.  Prize winning Charbray steers from W & S Dollard Manyung sold for 
$1129.00 at $4.44 c/kg.  Charbray steers a/c A & R Barsby Tansey also sold for $4.44 c/kg and $1105.00.  M Smith 
Gayndah sold Charbray steers for $4.49 c/kg for $1110.00.  Charolais steers from Brigooda a/c J & B Smith sold 
for $1055.00 at $4.49 c/kg.  Santa steers a/c J Rickards Proston sold for $4.44 c/kg returning $976.00.  Santa 
cross steers from R Schmidt Stalworth sold for $1108.00 at $4.53 c/kg.  A draft of 45 Braford cross steers a/c P & A 
Dingle Mt Perry sold for an average of $1062.00 at $4.26 c/kg topping at $1269.00.  Santa steers from Wildhorse 
Pastoral Manumbar sold for $4.56 c/kg and $961.00.  Charolais steers from G & J Zahl Gayndah sold to $4.58 
c/kg for $914.00.  Charbray steers from Cinnabar also sold to $4.58 and $842.00.  Prize winners in Steers for 
Trade, M & S Kenny’s 2 pens of Braford steers sold for an average of $833.00 at $4.46 c/kg.  Light Droughtmaster 
steers from Gundiah sold for $874.00 at $4.52 c/kg.  253 kg Brangus steers from R & D Warren Mondure sold 
for $1118.00 at $4.38 c/kg.  Brangus steers a/c E & S Pick Tansey sold for $4.40 c/kg to return $788.00.  Santa 
steers from M & M Perkins Kilkivan sold to $4.42 c/kg and $818.00.  Simmental heifers a/c C & H Heness sold to 
$1014.00 at $3.75 c/kg.  Charolais heifers from Brigooda sold for $819.00 at $3.85 c/kg.  Charolais heifers from 
B & S Rattey Byee sold for $3.74 c/kg ($905.00) & $3.78 c/kg ($735.00).  Charbray heifers from Tansey sold for 
$915.00 at $3.75 c/kg.  Santa heifers from K Perkins Kilkivan sold for $3.79 c/kg for $929.00.  Santa cross heifers 
from T Stanton Tansey sold for $899.00 at $3.77 c/kg.  Charolais heifers from Gayndah sold for $783.00 at $3.78 
c/kg.  Light Brangus heifers from Cinnabar sold for $674.00 at $3.76 c/kg.  Speckle Park heifers from Byee sold to 
$4.21 c/kg for $619.00. 
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Are you in a drought affected region?
The Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal (FRRR) run a number of grant programs throughout the year 

where we have been generously supported. 
Round 18 of the Tackling Tough Times Together is now open with grants of up to $20,000 and $60,000 available 

to drought affected communities. There is also special consideration for grants up to $150,000.
Overview
Eligible Applicants Community groups and not-for-profit organisations with an ABN or Incorporation Certificate
Auspice/Sponsor Yes. QFES can sponsor your application.
Funding Available Tier 1- up to $20,000
Tier 2 – up to  $60,000 
Tier 3 – Expressions of Interest (EOI) for up to $150,000
Applicants must speak with the TTTT team to discuss their project before applying 
Closing Date Due to QFES:
$20,000 & $60,000 – 10 August 2020
Time Frames 18 months (multi-year available)
Outcomes advised: late November 2020
Locations Located in and benefit a drought-affected region
https://www.longpaddock.qld.gov.au/drought/drought-declarations/
Projects The objectives of the Program are to:
• Reduce social isolation by facilitating strong social cohesion and connection; 
• Support and engage the community in leadership development and skills training; 
•  Support opportunities for social and educational participation and address disadvantage caused by the 

drought, for children and young people; 
•  Reduce volunteer fatigue and build the capacity, capability and sustainability of local not-for-profit 

organisations to provide support to their communities, particularly where they are playing an increased role 
during the drought; and 

•  Support local economic recovery or renewal through projects that stimulate economic activity and cash-flow 
within communities.

________________________

The Program Guidelines, Application Form (Click on the ‘Grants Gateway’ logo) and all information can be found 
here: http://www.frrr.org.au/grants/tackling_tough_times_together.php 

Applications to this Program must be submitted on-line. 
When completing the on-line application, please:
•  Register your Group with a generic email address -if possible. (check with QFES grants if you already have 

registered username)
• Forward QFES Grants your Username (email) and Password
• Leave Section A blank (QFES Grants will complete this section)
See the attached Fact Sheet for an overview of the process.
Applications need to be submitted to QFES.Grants@qfes.qld.gov.au 

If you would like to apply for a grant, please don’t hesitate to have a chat to your Area/Regional Office or contact 
QFES Grants.

Anita Dauth, QFES Grants, Community Capability and Volunteerism
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services

P  (07) 3635 3854  •  E Anita.dauth@qfes.qld.gov.au      E QFES.Grants@qfes.qld.gov.au 
Level 2, 85 Hudson Road, Albion QLD 4010  •  Mail Cluster 14.11 GPO Box 1425, Brisbane QLD 4001
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Great news - law changes are coming to reduce red tape and improve internal governance for the more than 
22,900 incorporated associations in Queensland, including the 3,750 that have registered as charities. 

These law changes were introduced by Queensland Parliament on 16 June 2020 with the passing of the 
Associations Incorporation and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2020. The legislation governing associations has 
not undergone substantial reform since the Associations Incorporation Act 1981 was last amended in 2007.

Some of the law changes start now on assent, while others will take effect progressively over the next couple of 
years. Changes taking effect now include: 

• your association being able to amend its own rules, or replace them, to adopt the model rules after the 
association has become incorporated  

• not having to include in your rules, the provision of using technology in your general meetings such as video 
conferencing 

• new provisions that allow your association to voluntarily appoint an administrator if you experience financial 
difficulties, rather than having to apply to the Supreme Court for the appointment of a provisional liquidator  

• the introduction of a voluntary cancellation process where your association can apply to the OFT to be 
cancelled, provided you have no outstanding debts, instead of undergoing a formal winding up process.

One of the changes coming into effect at a later date, anticipated to be by 30 June 2021, is the reduction 
in duplicated annual financial reporting for incorporated associations that have registered as charities with the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC).  

A charity will no longer be required to submit annual financial reports to both the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) and 
the ACNC. Providing they have met their financial reporting obligations to the ACNC, they will not be required to 
report to the OFT.   

Another important change coming, anticipated to be by 30 June 2022, is the requirement for incorporated 
associations to have an internal grievance or dispute resolution process in place.  If your association doesn’t have 
a grievance process in place by this date, you will be required to observe the grievance procedure contained in the 
Regulation’s model rules.

Currently, the only avenue available to members who have a grievance and believe they have been deprived 
of rights given to them by the rules of the association is to apply at significant cost to the Supreme Court of 
Queensland to have the matter resolved. The new grievance process will enable members and associations to 
settle disputes in a more timely and cost-effective manner. 

These are only a few of the welcomed changes coming into effect over the next couple of years for incorporated 
associations and charities who represent and support many vital aspects of Queensland’s communities.

Please refer to our website for full details on the law changes and how they will benefit you.  You may also want 
to download a copy of our incorporated associations business guide.

If you have any questions or require further information, please email Fair.Trading@justice.qld.gov.au.   
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Mundubbera to Jandowae Roads Working Group
John Peterson Bridge Gets a Green Light
The 20-year battle to improve and futureproof a strategic freight route and upgrade a flood-prone bridge has 

been won with the State Government today committing the funds needed to construct a new John Peterson Bridge 
over the Boyne River. The remaining $5 million State funding will join a previous Federal commitment of $20 million 
to ensure construction will begin in the coming year.

Members of the Mundubbera to Jandowae Roads Working Group (RWG) were in attendance at the John 
Peterson Bridge today to hear Minister for Transport and Main Roads, Hon. Mark Bailey announce the $5 
million funding to enable the bridge replacement and realignment. The RWG formed in 2017 bringing together 
a collaboration of the three Local Governments of North Burnett, South Burnett and Western Downs Regional 
Councils along with Regional Development Australia Wide Bay Burnett, AgForce Queensland, Toowoomba Surat 
Basin Enterprise and the Burnett Inland Economic Development Organisation. The John Peterson Bridge has been 
a major cause for concern on this strategic north-south inland route between Mundubbera and Jandowae due to its 
age and state of repair, restriction as single lane and low-level flood risk.

Minister Bailey today assured members of North Burnett Regional Council and the RWG who attended the 
announcement that detailed design of the John Peterson Bridge upgrade was in its final stages and when complete, 
construction on the replacement and realignment of the bridge would commence. Works are expected to get 
underway during the 2020/21 financial year.

North Burnett Regional Council Mayor Rachel Chambers welcomed today’s announcement and the culmination 
of both Federal and State Government commitments to enable this project which has crossregional support from 
North Burnett, South Burnett and Western Downs regions.

“This bridge is a critical link between three regions for education, tourism, health and industry, and today 
becomes part of an economic recovery plan to get Queensland going again”, Mayor Chambers said.

“The John Peterson Bridge replacement and realignment is estimated to create more than 100 jobs in the 
construction phase alone, which couldn’t have come at a better time”, she noted.

“The new realigned John Peterson Bridge will make a significant difference for our business,” Burnett Pork 
Alliance (BPA) owner Russell Bishop said.

“This investment will save us between $5000 to $10 000 per day during flood events, as well as providing safe 
access for our staff. Currently we rely on a boat to ship staff and supplies across the Boyne River during floods.

“It will mean we will have safer access for our trucks throughout the year and will reduce our anxiety about rain 
events and their impact on the business.”

BPA employ 65 people, directly and indirectly, across the region, contributing to the diverse agricultural economy 
of the inland Burnett.

The Mundubbera to Jandowae Roads Working Group greatly appreciates the commitment to the John Peterson 
Bridge project by both the Federal Government and now State Government following today’s announcement 
by Minister Bailey and will now focus their efforts on advocating for the widening and upgrade of the single-
lane section of the Mundubbera Durong Road, south of the North Burnett/South Burnettboundary, to ensure the 
efficiency of this strategic inland transport network.

JOKE
Jesus and Moses are playing a game of golf. On the 5th hole, a shot over water to an island green.  

Moses hits his 6 iron and it lands perfectly on the green. Jesus takes out his 7 iron and begins teeing up.
Moses says: The 7 isn’t enough club. It’ll go in the water.”
Jesus replies: “If Tiger Woods can do it, I can do it.”
He swings the 7 and sure enough, right in the drink. He tees up a second ball and grabs his 7 iron again.
Once again Moses reminds him of his previous attempt and Jesus says. If Tiger Woods can do it. I can 

do it.” ‘PLOP’ ln the water it goes again.
He continues this until he has hit all his golf balls into the water. At this point, he begins walking out on 

the water looking down to locate his lost golf balls.
The foursome behind them approaches the tee, spots Jesus out on the lake and says to Moses, “Hey, 

who does that guy think he is, Jesus Christ?”
Moses replies, “No, Tiger Woods.”
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GILCHRIST,

Clive Formerly of Murgon, sadly 
passed away peacefully on the Gold 
Coast on 6th June 2020. Aged 98 years. 

Clive Gilchrist – Life Membership 
The grandson of Scottish farmers at 
Brigalow (western Downs) Queensland 
and early immigrant Scottish and 
Danish farmers at Tiaro, Clive has been 
involved in farming as long as he can 
remember. His broad interest in farming 
developed during his early primary 
school days through agricultural project 
clubs, and five years at Queensland 
Agricultural College where he earned an 
Honours Diploma in Animal Husbandry. 

Upon leaving College in 1937, he 
worked as a livestock buyer for Vesteys, 
a large British meat conglomerate, then 
with Redbank Meatworks before serving 
for five years in the 2nd AIF during 
World War 11. 

After the war he worked with another 
branch of the conglomerate Riverstone 
Meat Company on the NSW central 
coast. Using his deferred pay and a 
little savings, in 1947 Clive bought 
an 80ha dairy farm in the Currumbin 
Valley, where he milked cows, kept 
pigs and grew bananas for 14 years. 
After serving on the local Albert Shire 
Council, and as a director of the South 
Coast Co-Operative, in 1962 he sold 
his farm to a developer and joined the 
Queensland Department of Primary 
Industries. Next came a posting to the 

Bureau of Tropical Agriculture near Innisfail, in Queensland’s wet tropics as Agricultural Advisor, where he pursued 
his interest in tropical pastures with which he had experimented at Currumbin. In the wet tropics Clive assisted the 
development of Utchee Creek Tropical Pasture Research SubStation, and the early stages of King Ranch Tully 
River Station, a large and successful enterprise owned by the famous Kleberg family in the United States. 

Clive was presented with his Life Membership certificate on 3rd August 2019 at the Gold Coast Reunion by Mark 
Pace, President UQGPS 3 August 2019

Clive and his wife Molly and family then moved to Murgon after qualifying as a senior advisor in agriculture, and 
in 1966 he became farm advisor and stockfeed consultant with the South Burnett Co-operative Dairy Association at 
Murgon, in the rich south Burnett farming region. 

In addition to consultancy work in all aspects of rural activity, he was instrumental in the establishment of a 
substantial milling enterprise in Murgon on Gesslers Road. 

After retiring at 60 in 1981, Clive promoted the Murgon Leather Company now known as Teys Australia Murgon 
which processes 12,000 to 18,000 hides weekly. 

Clive was a most admired, influential and respected member of the Murgon Development Bureau.
He continued his interest as an investor in a wide range of primary industries.
Courtesy of - Re Connect
A Publication of the UQ Gatton Past Students’ Association Inc.
& Leo Geraghty OAM. President Murgon & District Development Bureau
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The photo might be of interest to the 
folk in Murgon. 

It was on the back of an old wardrobe and 
would probably date to before 1942.

Sincerely, Neil Phythian

Hey Queensland  As we work together to slow the spread of COVID-19, it’s vital that you provide the 
correct contact information when dining in at restaurants and venues. 

Providing the correct information ensures that in the event of a potential case, our wonderful team of contact 
tracers will be able to reach you quickly and rapidly respond to the situation, as we have in the past.

If you have questions regarding privacy or just want to learn more about the information that is being collected, 
speak to the venue you are visiting.

Be alert to tax-time scams!
If you receive an SMS or email that claims to be from MyGov, be careful before you click.
A genuine message from the ATO or MyGov will not include a link - so if you receive a message that asks you 

to click a link and verify your MyGov details, it is probably a scam. Do not click the link or provide the information 
requested.

Please warn your family and friends to stay alert, and you can also visit the ATO’s scam alerts page to learn 
more: www.ato.gov.au/General/Online-services/Identity-security/Scam-alerts/

A message from South Burnett Vets

PARVO is ACTIVE in the South Burnett area... currently, there are 2 cases( known/confirmed)
-please make sure your animal is up to date with vaccination
- if you have parvo present in your home avoid moving around the community to lessen the spread.
- make sure you are doing correct quarantine measures
*MBDA Member

Reminder:
To continue receiving Notifications, Meeting Minutes, a Business Directory Listing, and Facebook posts and lots 

more, renew your MBDA membership now or consider becoming a member for 20/21. 
Visit http://www.murgon.net.au/business-community---mbda.html for more information about the Murgon 

Business & Development Assoc. Inc



41

Barambah Ministers Association,
There have been some news items recently which seem to have almost taken over the news on TV and everywhere 

else. First the bushfires a few months ago – friends in the UK and USA emailed us to ask if the whole of Australia was on 
fire! Then Corona Virus came along – and it seemed like there was no other news to report for weeks on end. Now we 
have demonstrations concerning ‘Black Lives Matter.’ Are these stories worthy of such prominence as news stories? You 
judge. But the thing that intrigues me is that they are all ‘negative’ stories. It seems that ‘bad news’ sells and ‘good news’ 
doesn’t sell as well. Amongst the debris of each of these stories there have been some glimmers of hope – good news 
here and there; neighbours helping neighbours in bushfires; people helping the elderly and the isolated during the Covd-
19 pandemic; police and protesters linking arms and dancing together at demonstrations. But the overwhelming message 
that I got was the one sided negative view presented in the stories. I then thought back and remembered that the 1st 
World War was the ‘war to end all wars’ and the League of Nations followed by the United Nations was supposed to 
‘mediate’ between nations to stop wars. What failures they have been. We set up the ‘World Health Organisation’ – what 
a waste of money it seems to have been. Closer to home, we had couples living together recognised on an equal basis 
as married couples. The pill was legalised and young girls were able to get a script for it without their parents consent or 
knowledge. We have boys and girls as young as 12 I believe who are considered mature enough to decide whether they 
want to change their sex yet are considered as ‘children who don’t know what they are doing’ if they steal a car or rob 
someone. We have legalised abortion to almost full term. Children at school once used to respect their teachers but now 
they ‘know their rights’ and verbal abuse is common with actual physical abuse reported. A female ‘partner’ is murdered 
virtually every week and physical abuse is rife. What on earth is going on in our ‘enlightened’ society? The answer is 
quite simple – we have forsaken our Christian heritage and are doing the same as was done in Israel one and a half 
thousand years ago -  in Judges 21-25 we read -- ‘In those days Israel wasn’t ruled by a king, and everyone did what they 
thought was right.’ That is exactly what we are doing today – ignoring what God says and doing what we think is right. Is 
it working? Just look around you and the answer is a resounding ‘NO.’ However, amongst this ‘bad news’ is the ‘Good 
News’ from God. He cares about every life. That’s right – every one including you. Instead of hate, God loves. He says 
‘if you seek me, you shall find me.’ Start looking for Him right now; read the Good News’ He has for you – John 3:16 ‘For 
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.’ He will lift your spirit amongst the turmoil of this world to a joy you have never experienced before.

God bless. Glen Vonhoff. Murgon Church of Christ.

Congratulations to the organizers and Moffatdale Ridge Winery for a 
fantastic market day held in perfect weather recently.
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Murgon Business
would like to thank the 

Australian Army
for their support over the last 11 weeks.

The Army have been in Murgon  since 17th April 2020 and they were here to assist with the 
management of  travel restrictions to and from Cherbourg.  

Nilesh & Daya from Café Murgon have been providing our soldiers with breakfast Lunch and 
Dinner and this has given a much needed boost to their business during this difficult  time.  
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Containers for Change Cherbourg has re-opened  8am to 3pm

Always a lovely smile from Buddy at the 

Murgon Fruit Mart
where you will find a great selection of fresh fruit & veges as well as those essential grocery items.

*MBDA Member
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Bjelke Petersen Dam Fishing Classic a great success story for many years
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Sadly postponed for 2020
Bjelke Petersen Dam Fish Management Committee

July 10 at 5:59 PM  
To all our beloved anglers and followers, it is with a heavy heart that we announce the 2020 Bjelke-Petersen 

Inland Classic is officially postponed due to ongoing safety concerns around the Covid-19 pandemic.
While this was a very difficult decision to make, we are absolutely certain that this is the choice that had to be 

made. We as a committee have a due diligence to also assist in ways to lessen the impact on our great region. 
It is also unfair on our amazing sponsors who kindly donate all of our prizes to run the event and put even more 
pressure on a slowly recovering economy.

With this being said, we as a committee are currently working on the 2021 Bjelke-Petersen inland classic 
to make this the biggest event we have put together so far. We are already speaking with sponsors for future 
opportunities and look forward to what the future brings for the Bjelke-Petersen inland classic and all anglers.

We are so grateful for all of you who attend and participate in our family event. While it is disappointing to cancel 
this year’s event we look forward to seeing all of your smiling faces next year knowing the event next year will be 
better than ever.

Stay healthy, take care of each other, keep on casting and we will see you all very soon.
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Murgon A Great Place to Stay and Visit

Creative Cloyna State School
The students at Cloyna SS have been ‘creating and making’ this term with their Visual Arts teacher, Mrs Pat van 

Kempen with a variety of activities. Their principal, Mrs Heather Castle is a big believer that The Arts and creativity are a 
vital part of learning. ‘ART encourages children to think, developing skills and confidence as they go.’

Mrs van Kempen is running After School Art Classes for 7-12 year olds @ the Wondai art gallery Studio in the 
upcoming June/July holidays...Wednesday, 1st July, 2 sessions and Thursday, 2nd July, 1 session...must book and pay 
ahead. Check out SB Kids Art Facebook page or phone Pat @ 0434 026 625. 

Cloyna students creating and making....



47OFFICE Ph (07) 4168 2850
DENNIS Ph 4168 1979 - Mobile 0427 622 334    
STACEY Ph 4168 1181 - Mobile 0429 681 181

www.prattagencies.com.au

Real Estate - Livestock - Country Attire

Office: (07) 4168 2850
Stacey: 0429 681 181

www.prattagencies.com.au

EXCELLENT SIDE INCOME:
40 acre mixed farming property with a 60 meg water allocation from the 

Barambah Creek fenced into 5 paddocks with 3 of them having improved and 
native pastures and 1 dam. Approximately 20 + acres is set up with irrigation 
pipes and pump, 3 sheds, 1 with 3 bays for hay or machinery storage, 2 with 

2 bays including space for a workshop. Heaps of room for horses or a handful 
of weaners. Low set 3 bedroom home with enclosed front verandah or extra 
4th bedroom, split air conditioned, kitchen with large gas stove, lounge and 

dining. Laundry, shower over bath and toilet. $375,000.00 

JUST SIT BACK AND RELAX:
Outstanding lowset brick home on 2.50 acres, 4 bedrooms all built in 

(3 bedrooms 12x14), ensuite, formal lounge, separate dining with split 
airconditioning, large kitchen with walk in pantry, good size TV room with 
split airconditioning, wood heater and tile floor, master bedroom has split 
airconditioning, heaps of cupboard space for linen and storage, extra large 

garage with both remote control doors, the whole house has just been freshly 
painted and new floor coverings, large covered entertainment area, double 

caravan port, 2 colourbond shed (power in one)plus extra carport, 3 rain water 
tanks, landscaped gardens with dam for watering, plus 6 water outlet points 

and 2 on house, fully fenced, mins to Wondai $479,500.00

RENTAL INCOME RETURN:
Lowset home, quiet area of town, 3 bedrooms all built ins, ceiling fans 

throughout, split airconditioning in lounge and some bedrooms, renovated 
bathroom, kitchen, lounge, gas hot water, security lock screen on windows and 
doors, colourbond shed with power and TV connection would accommodate 4 
cars plus two car under carport, 6 ft fence, tank water, currently rented at $280 

per week $159,000.00

Kind Donation.
On behalf of the SB PCYC we graciously accept 

the kind donation. Both Brendan and Anne from 
Murgon Hardware (Mitre 10) and Dulux Paints kindly 
donated 8 -20 litres of paint to the SB PCYC, this 
will help in greatly advancing the appearance of the 
outside of the SB PCYC.

Many Thanks, Rene Bond, Branch Manager SB 
PCYC  
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Welcome to Murgon’s new web site
Lots of stories, photos, events

download the Murgon Moments
A great place to Live, Work & Play

murgon.net.au

MURGON MOMENTS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE AT

 

Murgon.net.au/murgon moments

Get Involved - Have your Say, Grants, Prizes, Surveys, Events and Reviews
+ Important Links for COVID-19 information

•  Staying safe in Winter - Safety tips for products you use more during winter like water bottles and       
electric blankets

• Somerset Dam Improvement Program - Have your say and take part in Seqwater’s feedback survey.
•  Buy Smart Online Competition - Open now for Year 4 to Year 12 students. Share in prizes of $15,000. 

Closes 18 Sept.
• Tackling Tough Times Together Grants - FRRR program for communities affected by drought. 
• Qld Mental Health Week Grants - Small grants for events and activities. Closes 24 July.
• Australian of the Year - Nominate an individual who makes a positive difference in our community.
• Community Road Safety Grants - Put your road safety idea into action. Opens 29 May.
• Coronavirus Statistics - Data and maps on Queensland COVID-19 cases
• Roadmap to easing Queensland Restrictions
• Older Australians COVID-19 Support Line - 1800 171 866.
•  Questions and Requests for Exemptions - Request exemptions and ask questions directly of Queensland’s 

Chief Health Officer
• Aged Care Directive - Health Directives for visitors to Aged Care facilities
• Jobs Hub - Linking Australians who have lost their jobs due to COVID-19 with new job opportunities
•  Medical Review Changes for Drivers over 75 - Information on changes to requirements during COVID 

restrictions
• Qld Health Direction on Home Confinement, Movement and Gathering
• Qld Health Directive on non-essential business activity
  Darling Downs Hospital and Health Service - Facebook page with regular updates on COVID-19 and 

cases detected in the DDHHS region (South Burnett, Toowoomba etc)
•  West Moreton Health - Facebook page with regular updates on COVID-19 and cases detected in the West 

Moreton Health region (Somerset, Ipswich etc)
•  COVID-19 Support Hotline - 1800 173 349 - Helping Queenslanders in home quarantine or who have no 

other means of support.
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   Advertising Charges
MURGON MOMENTS

 

After an automobile accident, one of the drivers 
finds his dentures have been broken, and he’s really 
mad at the other driver.
“You know how long it’s gonna take to get these 
replaced?” I won’t be able to have a decent meal for 
at least a week!”
The other driver says, “Hey, I think I may have a pair 
that’ll fit you.” So he opens the trunk of his car, and 
brings out a box with a whole lot of dentures in it.
The other guy tries a few, and pretty soon he finds a 
pair that fits perfectly!
“Hey, this is great! They fit as good as my own,” he 
says, “but how come you have all these dentures in 
your car? Are you a dentist or something?”
“No, I’m an undertaker.”

JOKE FOR
THE MONTH

$245.00 
inc GST

 All Ad Prices in Colour 

 SINGLE  12
 MONTHLY MONTHLY
 PRICE PRICE
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 FULL PAGE (in colour) $600.00  $600.00
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 LARGE MATCHBOX $75.00  $68.00

 COMB LARGE MATCHBOX $170.00  $158.00

 RH SMALL MATCHBOX $60.00  $53.00

 LH SMALL MATCHBOX $45.00  $38.00

 COMBINATION LARGE 
 MATCHBOX FRONT PAGE 
 (MAX 3 CONS ISSUES)
  IN COLOUR 

All prices include GST
OVER 3000 ISSUES PRINTED

   

   

ESSENTIAL SERVICES
EMERGENCY- AMBULANCE - POLICE - FIRE  000
BARAMBAH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTRE  41698600
BEYOND BLUE (National Depression Iniative)  1300224636
BIEDO  MURGON  0400 695 456
BJELKE-PETERSEN DAM - YALLAKOOL 41684746
BOONDOOMBA DAM-TOURIST PARK  41689694
CASTRA RETIREMENT HOME     41681076
CENTACARE COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS    41625439
CR KATHY DUFF        41680225
CRIME STOPPERS       1800 333 000
DEB FRECKLINGTON MLA STATE MEMBER FOR NANANGO  41907100
DENTIST - MURGON   41681540
DISASTER -          web site: dashboard.southburnett.qld.gov.au
DOCTOR - MURGON  41682722
FISHWATCH HOTLINE                  1800 017 116
GRAHAM HOUSE  41698400
HOSPITAL CHERBOURG 41698800
HOSPITAL MURGON      41689600
INFORMATION CENTRE MURGON  41899387
LEW O’BRIEN (FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WIDE BAY )      1300 301 968
LIBRARY MURGON    41899503
MURGON MOMENTS EDITOR                     0429 024 041
PARKS AND WILDLIFE (EPA)                              1300 130 372
PHARMACY MURGON       41681022
POISONS INFORMATION CENTRE    131126
POLICE LINK (TO REPORT NON URGENT INCIDENTS)   131444
POLICE CHERBOURG           41681166
POLICE MURGON                   41795222
PROSTON INFORMATION CENTRE       41685652
PROSTON LIBRARY         41689103
PROSTON POLICE          41689211
PURSERS BUSLINE 41681533
MURGON MUSEUM       41695001
RACQ       131111
SES MURGON      132500
SOUTH BURNETT  CTC       41627788
SOUTH BURNETT PCYC MURGON         41681889
SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL      41899100
SUICIDE CALL BACK SERVICE                        1300 659 467
TAXI MURGON      41681766
YALLAKOOL TOURIST PARK      41684746

THE PRODUCTION OF THIS FREE MAGAZINE IS
 ONLY MADE POSSIBLE BY YOU CONTINUING TO SUPPORT 

OUR ADVERTISERS
Please support those who support your local Community magazine
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CLOSING TIME
For all news items and advertisements is the 25th of each 

month and they are to be either EMAILED to
lgeraghty@datawave.net.au or delivered to 

Clifton Motors,
54 Macalister St, Murgon

SES EMERGENCY NUMBER
132500

• CCTV camera systems • Alarm systems 
• Alarm monitoring & serving • Nightly security patrols 

• Static guards • Traffic controllers & signage • Traffic management design
Locally owned and operated.

Ph/Fax: 07 4168 3269
Mobile: 0407 583 630 - E: office@sbsecurityandtraffic.com.au

Security Firm Licence #3454226 Class 1 & 2
Traffic Management Registration Scheme #003
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Thank you Llew O’Brien MP
It was fantastic to have Llew O’Brien in Murgon to officially 
present the cheque to the Creative Country Group for an 
Art Gallery, Fossil Museum and an Art Therapy Workshop. 
The whole community is excited about this project. There 
has been a huge gap for a very long time in Murgon for 
somewhere to showcase the amazing artistic talent we 
have in the Murgon community. The fossils are probably 
Murgon’s best kept secret. Anyone wanting to know more 
about Murgon’s fossils should go onto the Australian 
Museum website and check out what is unique to Murgon. 
This project has brought information out of the woodwork 
and I have even been given some potential fossils found on a 
nearby property to have them checked out. Congratulations 
to Richie O’Neill, Glenda Geraghty, Lee Porter and all of 
the members for the success of the grant. I know the whole 
community are waiting to see the end results.
Leo Geraghty OAM
I was incredibly pleased to hear the exciting news of Leo 
being honoured in the Queen’s Birthday list for an OAM. 
Well done to Jim Kingston, with a little bit of help, for your 
wonderful work towards making this happen. Leo and Glenda 
are major stalwarts for our community. I know the whole 
community are justly proud that Leo has been recognised 
in this way. Ironically, the week before the announcement, 
I had taken a photo of Leo in his typical volunteer role, 
watering the garden in Lions Park late one afternoon. 
Unsung Heroes
As I travel around our region, I notice more and more the 
amazing things people are doing every day in our community. 
I guess with the Corona Virus it has given us all a chance 
to take stock of what we are doing, maybe slow down just 
a bit and take more notice of things around us and people 
and places in our own back yard. I have witnessed the 
transformation of a hall into a magnificent home, a private 
shed at Mondure that would be a major tourist attraction if it 
was opened up to the public and a CEO who slept outside 
on a cold winters night to raise money for the homeless. 
We have a wonderful community with resilient, strong and 
charitable people. Let’s use the experiences that have 
come out of this change in lifestyle to our advantage. Let’s 
look around in our own back yard and start to notice some 
of the great things that we have that before this, we simply 
took for granted.
Try Local and Be Surprised
It is wonderful to see the support for all of our local 
businesses. I have spoken to a lot of businesses lately 
that have been overwhelmed by the community support. 
People are shopping locally and keeping the dollars in our 
community. That is what makes a community strong and it 
is pleasing to see locals helping locals. I hope that this habit 
continues far beyond the Covid 19 restrictions and we build 
resilience by supporting each other, working together and 
growing our own economy.
Target Country Online Petition Closed
The 30th of June was the deadline for the Target Country 
Petition. The Mayor asked for 2000 signatures by the end of 

June. We received 3544 online and 1031 written signatures 
with a total of 4575 with a few more written ones still to be 
collected. I would like to thank everyone for the amazing 
support from Gympie, Kilkivan, Goomeri, Cherbourg and 
Wondai right through to Kingaroy, Proston and Boondooma.  
Thank you to Mayor Elvie and Mayor Brett Otto for writing 
to the Kmart Group and also the Premier. The petitions will 
also be sent as a follow up. The support the community has 
shown should send a strong message to the Kmart Group 
that whatever goes in that space will be supported. We will 
keep the pressure on and do our very best to try to ensure 
that we can attract a business to take the place of Target 
Country. I know the local staff can’t say anything, but I am 
sure that the overwhelming support from the community 
has shown them how valuable they are. Thank you again to 
everyone who helped with the petition.
Great things happening in Proston
It is wonderful to see the first of the new shops in the Main 
Street, Shop 44, going so well. Instead of a temporary pop 
up shop, it has been so successful,  it has now become 
a permanent shop. When I was in Proston recently I was 
excited to see the whole of the free camp full and the fire 
going at the pit. The Proston Golden Spurs now has a bus to 
take people back and forward to their residences. The bus 
will be a great asset for visitors to the dam. Congratulations 
also to Anita Blanch from NB”s Department Store and 
Proston Tearooms on the birth of your baby girl!!
Contact Details
Please contact me if you have an issue that you would like 
me to follow up. Cr Kathy Duff (Division 5) South Burnett 

Regional Council (Deputy Mayor)
Phone 07 41680225 or 0437020705 or 
email kduff@southburnett.qld.gov.au

Caring for our Community

Kathy’s Comments
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PH: 4168 1244  
FAX: 4168 1094

126 Lamb Street, Murgon

MURGON

Painting & Decorating

New work • Repaints
Insurance work • Flooring • Roofs

Kurt Vincent

0438 832 258
Kurtvincent86@outlook.com

QBCC 15133819
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PHYSIOTHERAPIST:
Katie Zerner

MASSAGE THERAPIST:
Jo Weldon

LIFE AND WELLNESS 
COACH: 

Katie Zerner
Suite 2, Post Office Corner

Phone:  4168 3883

KITCHEN  •  WARDROBES  •  VANITIES
SECURITY DOORS  •  FLY SCREENS
SHOWER SCREENS  •  REGLAZING

TIMBER & GLASS CUT TO SIZE

Ph: 07 4168 2600 
Fax: 07 4168 2610 Mobile: 0409 821 047

12 Retschlag St, Murgon 4605

Welcome Dr Victor Chai to 
The Country Dentist, Murgon.

 Dr Victor Chai is a graduate of the University of 
Queensland with Honours who has moved to the Murgon 
area from Warwick where his brother, Hau Chuen Chai is 
also a Dentist. 

Victor is looking forward to becoming part of the Murgon 
community and both Dr John Watt and Dr Stella Miller are 
looking forward to welcoming Dr Chai to The Country Dentist 
team.

In addition to his brother being a Dentist, Victor’s sister is 
a nurse in Brisbane. Victor enjoys reading and running, and 
sometimes swimming. Victor also likes to tell the occasional 
joke, so watch out!

Dr Chai’s appointment book is open and he will be 
available 5 days per week. There are also plans to open the 
appointment books for Dr Chai on Saturday morning to help 
people who struggle to attend during the normal working 
week. Saturday appointments will need to be arranged in 
advance. Please call 07 4168 1540 to schedule your dental 
appointment with any of our three dentists.

The Country Dentist, 103 Lamb St, Murgon 4605. Ph 07 
4168 1540



54

        Murgon’s Local News                       The South Burnett’s Local Station  
     Bringing You the Local Issues                                 The Burnett’s Best Music Mix

  Working together to bring you the issues that matter most 

FREE OVERNIGHT
(Max 48 hrs)

            
   

        

Murgon Camp Ground              
Krebs St Murgon Qld

 RV FRIENDLY

Wondai’s Mate...
Albion Park Harness Racing Club
July 9 at 6:00 PM  · 
This Saturday night we honour 

one of the best pacers to come out of 
Queensland, Wondai’s Mate. He was 
trained by Merv Reinke for a remarkable 
record of 121 starts for 73 wins, 34 
placings and $456,536 in prizemoney. 

He travelled far and wide and set 
numerous records during his illustrious 
career, including becoming the first 
Queenslander to win an Inter Dominion 
heat – which he achieved at Alexandra 
Park in 1983. Wondai’s Mate won two 
qualifiers during the Championship 
before copping a severe check in the 

Final forcing his driver Darryl Reinke to be tipped out. The race was won by 
Gammalite.

Wondai’s Mate won many feature races at Albion Park including the 
Craven Filter Championship in 1984 and 1986 as well as the 1986 Sunshine 
Sprint and Winter Cup (now known as the TAB Blacks A Fake). He was also 
the first from the Sunshine State to win a leg of the Australian Grand Circuit, 
with his success in the Queensland Championship – known at the time as the 
Sir Clive Uhr Championship – in 1986.
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Grant-ED Update
Looking for funding? 

• If you are looking for a grant writer to assist your business or community group, please refer to the Grant 
Writer’s Database, which is now available for download on the BIEDO website!

• new! Australia Post Community Grants Program now open! Applications from local organisations that aim 
to connect individuals and communities are welcome to apply for up to $10,000. Projects that enhance mental 
wellbeing, or support access to mental health support at a local level are eligible to apply by the deadline, midnight 
17 July. To read the guidelines and apply, click here.

• new! Queensland Resilience and Risk Reduction Fund 2019-20 now open! Applications that align with the 
objectives of the QLD Strategy for Disaster Resilience are welcome from local and state government bodies, not-
for-profit organisations and more. Applications close on 22 July, more information here.

• new! Queensland Mental Health Week Grants now open! Applications of up to $2,500 are welcomed to support 
activities (including online events) during QMHW, 10-18 October 2020. There is a total funding pool of $95,000 
available, with applications closing 5pm 24 July. Read the guidlines and apply here.

• new! OPENS 1 JULY - Small Business COVID-19 Adaption Grants (Round 2). If your  business has been 
significantly impacted or closed due to COVID-19 restrictions, eligible businesses can apply for up to $10,000 to 
support operational costs, training, capital costs associated with meeting COVID-19 safety requirements, etc. More 
information and a self-check eligibility tool available here. Be prepared as Round 1 was closed within just 4 days of 
opening! 

• new! OPENING FROM 1 JULY - Regional Recovery Boost - Regional Arts Fund. In April the Federal 
Government announced a once-off investment of $10 million into the regional arts sector, which will be administered 
through the Regional Arts Fund and support the recovery of the sector in response to COVID-19. Funding is 
available through three streams with a short (Relief), medium (Recovery) and long term (Renewal) support focus. 
Funding opens progressively from 1 July, more information here.

• new! Energy Efficient Communities Program - Dairy Farming Business Grants now open! A total funding pool of 
$800,000 is available to Queensland-based dairy farming businesses to undertake initiatives to save energy, such 
as conducting energy audits or replacing existing equipment with higher efficiency equipment. The maximum grant 
amount per applicant is $20,000 and applications close on 17 August at 5pm, more info here.

Deb Petitions for Specialist Cancer Nurse
Member for Nanango, Deb Frecklington, is supporting a petition calling for the appointment of a Specialist 

Cancer Nurse role for the South Burnett.
Mrs Frecklington said she had been approached by members of the community who had previously used a 

similar service and were disappointed to hear it would no longer be available.
“A Cancer Care Nurse Navigator role was operating in the South Burnett for nearly two years and had become a 

valued service,” Mrs Frecklington said.
“Local cancer patients appreciated and needed this tailored health care. In fact, when the service ceased in late 

2019, there were 76 active clients, with 10-12 new referrals each month. 
“There are a large number of cancer patients in the South Burnett, with the number of people dying from cancer 

in Murgon, Cherbourg and Wondai 15% above the national average and 9% above the average for Kingaroy.
“In February this year I wrote to the Darling Downs Hospital and Health Service Board calling for the 

reinstatement of this specialist role. 
“However, they have noted that the role will now be general and not specific to a particular disease. While I 

appreciate this new role is also important, cancer patients are telling me that they are very disappointed to lose this 
essential cancer specific service, which guided them through their cancer journey.

“The petition we are running is calling for the appointment of a Specialist Cancer Nurse role for the South Burnett 
and it is being supported by Principal Petition, Mr Eric Cross. Both Eric and his wife Carla have survived cancer and 
in 2019 were the Faces of Relay for Kingaroy Relay for Life.

“The petition will be available in hard copy format from various members of the community, as well as at my 
Electorate Office in Kingaroy. It can also be signed online at https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/
petitions/petition-details?id=3360. The petition will close on the 28th August 2020.

Who is the 3 year old?   Answer : Your Mayor Brett Otto 




