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Murgon’s $1.59m Dream Comes True

$1.59m Tourism Plan Gets Go-Ahead

Djarthia murgonensis, found near Murgon and described by researchers Henk Godthelp, 
Stephen Wroe and Michael Archer in 1999. 

$1.8 MILLION BOOST FOR WIDE BAY TO BUILD BETTER REGIONS
Wide Bay communities will receive a $1.8 million boost through the Morrison Government’s Building Better 

Regions Fund for local projects including activity centres, hall upgrades, a cultural centre, and an art and 
entertainment festival, Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien announced today. Mr O’Brien congratulated 
the organisations on their successful applications: in Murgon, comprising of an art gallery, fossil museum, art 
workshop, gift shop, and central prehistoric garden. 

Continued page 12
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Celebrating a pristine Wide Bay on World Environment Day
World Environment Day, Friday 5 June, is a reminder of the importance of protecting Wide Bay’s unique and pristine 

natural environment, Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien said today.
“We are so fortunate to live in an area of outstanding, unspoilt natural beauty, and it is important that we keep up the good 

work in protecting our precious and unique flora and fauna so that future generations can enjoy it too,” Mr O’Brien said.
“The Morrison Government’s Communities Environment Program is supporting our community and local groups to deliver 

real environmental benefits here in Wide Bay, and I’m pleased almost $150,000 in CEP grants is helping to ensure our patch 
of paradise stays pristine into the future.”

Mr O’Brien congratulated the following organisations for their successful applications:
Gympie & District Landcare Group Incorporated - $15,000 to revegetate the riverbank at Gunabul Homestead, planting 

native vegetation to improve the habitat for the Mary River Turtle and Queensland Lungfish within the Mary River ecosystem.
Tiaro and District Landcare Group - $15,800 to restore the habitat of Mary River Turtles and minimise damage to 

nesting sites, increasing survival rates of the egg/hatchling phase.
Riding for the Disabled Maryborough - $2,500 for weed eradication and replanting of native species to improve water 

quality in two dams that provide water to Little Tinana Creek and wetland swamps.
Noosa and District Landcare Group - $19,266 for the Noosa Trail Network: Shepperson’s Lane Lookout Revegetation 

Project, revegetating 1.05ha of native bushland by replacing invasive weeds with 1800 native shade tree, ground cover and 
tube stock species.

Sunshine Butterflies - $20,000 to replenish dams and revegetate the land with native flora which will improve habitat, 
provide vegetation linkages and available food sources for threatened native species.

Fraser Island Defenders Organization Limited - $20,000  to eradicate a range of invasive weeds over an area at 
Eurong and Happy Valley. This will prevent the spread of exotic plants into the surrounding World Heritage Listed National 
Park.

Peregian Beach Community Association - $7,500 for the David Low Way Restoration and Weed Management project, 
which will restore native plants and support the restoration of an endangered species of butterfly by enhancing its natural 
habitat.

Noosa Integrated Catchment Association - $13,000 for the Wallum Woodland 
Wetland and Wildlife Rehabilitation project which will improve habitat by controlling 
weeds, removing rubbish, and revegetating rainforest and wetland areas.

Cooroy Golf Club - $6,934 to remove invasive trees and promote native 
vegetation regrowth. This will improve water quality, reduce erosion, and prevent 
threats to native flora and fauna within the area.

Kilkivan Community Garden and Railway Markets Project - $10,000 to 
revegetate the area with native species and shrubs to attract native bees, koalas and 
kangaroos. This will help restore the local environment and provide suitable habitat for 
flora and fauna within the Kilkivan ecosystem.

Save the Mary River Coordinating Group - $19,564 to improve upon the current 
vegetation and habitat for the threatened Mary River Turtle by planting native flora in 
the area. 

More than $200 million is being invested in urgent wildlife and habitat recovery 
projects in the wake of Australia’s devastating bushfires, guided by ecologists and 
scientists from Wildlife and Threatened Species Bushfire Recovery Expert Panel 
and the Australian Government is closely studying the impacts of the fires on the 
populations of iconic animals such as the koala.

Through the National Environmental Science Program, the Government is 
investing $290 million in evidence-based on-ground strategies that combine the 
latest environmental science with traditional knowledge and practical land care 
management.

Australia’s world-leading Reef Management is challenging new scientific barriers 
through a $150 million reef restoration and adaptation initiative, part of a $1.9 billion 
Commonwealth investment in supporting the Great Barrier Reef, by working with the 
communities who depend on it for their livelihoods.

For the first time, a Federal Government is making Waste and Recycling a national 
priority, declaring an end to the export of waste plastics, glass, paper and tyres; 
holding the nation’s first plastics summit and bringing industry along with us to identify 
solutions and mobilise further action.

As Australians look to recycle their waste each week, the Morrison government is 
ensuring they can have faith in that recycling process, and the positive impact it can 
have on our environment.
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 2020
TOURS

ALL TOURS POSTPONED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE

Murgon to Kingaroy Daily.
Depart Murgon 7.40am and 2pm.
• Also Kingaroy TAFE Bus:
Depart Kingaroy 8.35am & Return 3pm

For more information Contact Pursers 
Coaches Pty Ltd. 

Telephone: 07 – 41681533 
Email: purserscoaches@bigpond.com 
Website: www.purserscoaches.com.au

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED AND 
OPERATED BUSINESS

For enquiries regarding school 
bus or bus charter.

Contact Harvy or Andrew 
on 4168 1533

Grants to help bushfire-affected wildlife and habitat
Federal funding is available to help native plants and invertebrate species bounce back from the recent bushfires, 

with the opening of applications for the $12 million second tranche of the Morrison Government’s Wildlife and Habitat 
Bushfire Recovery grants program.

Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien said grants from $100,000 to $1 million are available for dedicated 
emergency recovery actions for bushfire affected wildlife and habitat, with a focus on support for plants and 
invertebrates.

“Wide Bay has a vast array of unique flora and fauna, and Noosa, in particular, is world-famous for its incredible 
natural beauty, so it is important we protect and preserve them for future generations,” Mr O’Brien said.

“This $12 million funding round marks an important next step in the roll-out of 
our initial $50 million Wildlife and Habitat Recovery Package which has already 
seen more than $30 million invested into activities including protecting unburnt 
habitat, on-ground assessment of bushfire impacts and feral predator and weed 
control.

“Even throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, work is continuing to aid wildlife 
and habitat recovery, with some activities modified to protect those in the field.

To ensure support is delivered where it is needed most, the Wildlife and 
Threatened Species Bushfire Recovery Expert Panel has released a list of 471 
plant species and 191 invertebrate species as the highest priorities for urgent 
management intervention to support recovery from the bushfires.

“This important stocktake means we now have a crucial benchmark analysis of 
impacted animal, plant and invertebrate species, as well as threatened ecological 
communities,” Mr O’Brien said.

Grants from $100,000 to $1 million are available for projects that can 
commence as soon as possible and finish on or before 30 June 2021. Tranche 2 
grant applications close on 28 May 2020.

Information on the priority plants and invertebrates that will inform tranche two 
is now available via GrantConnect (www.grants.gov.au) with grant guidelines and 
instructions on how to apply.

Restrictions ease ahead of schedule – Stage 2 
commenced midday on 1 June 2020s 

The changes in a peanut shell: 
Unlimited travel and overnight stays throughout the entire state for all of 

Queensland (including for school holidays). 
Dining in or seated drinks in restaurants, cafés, pubs, registered or licensed 

clubs, RSL Clubs, hotels and casinos (no gaming) increase the total number of 
patrons from 10 to 20, and from Friday this week – up to 20 patrons per room or 
per defined area (indoors or outdoors) for a venue (when following a COVID SAFE 
Industry Plan^) 

Record keeping is extended for contact tracing purposes. 
As per Section 13 of the Restrictions on Businesses, Activities and 

Undertakings Direction, effective from 12pm on 1 June 2020: 
A person who owns, controls or operates a restricted business, activity or 

undertaking must keep contact information about all guests and staff for contact 
tracing purposes, including name, address and mobile phone number for a period 
of at least 56 days, unless otherwise specified. If requested, this information must 
be provided to public health officers. The information should be securely stored, 
not used for any other purpose and deleted after 56 days. 

A Voluntary COVID Safe Checklist for Queensland Businesses is now available 
for businesses that are not required to have COVID Safe checklists under the 
Non-Essential Business, Activity and Undertaking Closure Direction 

Early easing of restrictions have been updated on the Roadmap to easing 
Queensland restrictions.

You are encouraged to review the Frequently Asked Questions and if you 
have further queries, send your question to the Queensland Health website or call 
13QGOV (13 74 68).
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ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS

Meets every 
Wednesday night 

at 6.00pm 
in 

Cultural Building/ Mens Shed. 
Proston. 

All Welcome.

Contact: 0427137140 
for more information

coronavirus the simplest thing we can do to help is to buy Australian.”
Australian Made Campaign Limited CEO Ben Lazzaro said the campaign is 

designed to build on the huge grass-roots movement spawned by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Our website is attracting more than 250,000 visitors a month – a 130% 
increase on normal. Our social media audience has grown ten-fold since the 
beginning of this pandemic,” Mr Lazzaro said.

“Australian brands are also seeing the value in using our logo, with a four-fold 
increase in applications and a doubling in new licensees.”

Casual “double dipping” reconfirmed by 
Federal Court decision 

 If you employ casuals you probably had some sleepless nights over Workpac 
v Skene, a High Court ruling last year which ruled that casuals working regular 
and systematic hours are actually permanent staff and owed permanent entitles. 
CCIQ’s advisers have been working with members to help them manage the rules 
around “casual conversion”. 

Late last week in another case the Federal Court reconfirmed that such casual 
staff are eligible to backpay for personal leave, compassionate leave, and public 
holiday pay. The decision also said that any casual loading already paid to such 
workers would not offset the back pay and that the worker is not obliged to repay 
the loading. 

CCIQ is working with the Australian Chamber of Commerce to understand the 
impact and we need your feedback to get to a workable solution. 

Employ casuals? Need help? Call us for free on 1300 731 988 
Don’t get caught on the wrong side of the law. CCIQ’s Employer Assistance 

advisers are here on extended hours (8.30am-6pm, Mon-Fri) to help you keep 
your business moving. Members get unlimited phone advice for free. 

Chamber of Commerce & Industry Queensland <marketing@cciq.com.au> 

Join the Aussie-made Club to help our economy
Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien is encouraging people to “join the Aussie-made Club” by buying local, 

Australian-made products, as part of a new campaign launched this week.
“When you back local small businesses and Aussie farmers, it makes a big difference to our local economy and 

the overall Australian economy, and it is the number one way you can help keep Wide Bay people in local jobs as we 
recover from COVID-19,” Mr O’Brien said.

 “When you buy Australian Made you’re not just helping the local shop, you’re supporting Aussie manufacturers and 
all the businesses in their supply chains from farmers to designers.

“Everyone can help grow their own local economy and boost local businesses. By shopping local, buying local and 
choosing Australian made you can support and create local jobs.”

“As a country, we’ve rallied together to slow the spread of coronavirus, now we need to pull together to back our local 
businesses and manufacturers,” Minister Andrews said.

“Australians are the first to put up their hand to help in a crisis. As we look to navigate the economic impacts of 

STRUDDYS SPORTS
MURGON

Number On Shop for NRL Gear
       

  • Sports Wear   • School Uniforms

      • Work Wear    • Embroidery

• Huge range of Running Shoes/Footwear

Cartoon by Tony Turton
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MURGON
Enjoy our world-class scenic views from 

the many natural parks on Boat Mountain.

Graham House going the extra mile
Murgon’s Graham House Community Centre have 

been a consistent source of support for the Murgon and 
South Burnett community for many, many years. During 
the coronavirus restrictions, they have been working 
even harder to keep the community connected and 
resilient. They have been donating Care Packs to people 
in our community each week through their ‘Random Acts 
of Kindness’. Good on you Graham House. 

As new 4 bedroom home situated in a quiet cul-de-sac.  Spacious open plan living.  
Built in kitchen with pantry, island bench and dishwasher.   The Master bedroom has 
spacious built in robes plus an ensuite.  The family bathroom benefits from a bath 
and shower, toilet is separate.   Quality fittings throughout.  Air conditioned living and 
Master bedroom.   The double plus garage is spacious with a remote lift door and 
double door access to the home.  The 4th bedroom/office has patio door access to a 
neat patio.  The rear yard is fully and well fenced with double gate access from one 
side of the house and personal gate to the other side, a blank canvas ready for a new 
owner to established  gardens.    

Liveable Shed - Located 10-15 minutes from the popular Lake Boondooma Dam, all 
with council approval.
This property is for someone looking for peace and quiet. With open This shed 
conversion is almost complete.  There is a spacious entry at the front.  An open living 
area with kitchen.  Electric hot water system is connection.  Town water to the property 
plus a useful 5,000 litre rain water tank.   A laundry and 2nd bedroom are in need of 
completing.  A septic system will make the home complete.  A nice covered area at the 
back of the property with open views.  Garden shed plus a caravan.  Being close to the 
popular recreational Boondooma Dam makes this an ideal weekender or traveller’s rest.  
$135,000

Private Living
This bright airy home with 4 bedrooms is bright, airy and has absolutely nothing left 
to do.   Cosy living room with air conditioning extends into a spacious air conditioned 
sunroom.  Modern newly installed kitchen with island bench leads to a dining area.  
Newly renovated bathroom benefits from a shower plus bath, vanity and toilet, there 
is  2nd toilet in the utility room.   Air conditioned main bedroom plus ceiling fans.  All 
paintwork inside and outside is in top order.  Mostly polished floors throughout the home 
with newly laid carpet in the lounge.  Roof and gutters all new.  Single carport behind 
fence line.  Garage/workshop.  A private oasis of a back yard with covered entertaining, 
veggies gardens and established and easily maintained gardens.  $195,000

email - murgonre@bigpond.net.au

Great tenant paying $300 pwk.   4 bedroom brick home with solar power.   Single 
garage with access to the house, this area has been lined and is suitable to use as a 
bedroom.  Lounge room is both air conditioned and benefits from a wood fire. for those 
cold winter mornings.  Modern kitchen open into dining area.  The main and 2 bedrooms 
are air conditioned.  Lovely big outdoor entertaining area. Fully and well fenced yard.     
Established and easily maintained gardens.  $249,000  Our Sellers are ready to sell.
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Nominations are now open! 
The Queensland Community Achievement Awards are designed to encourage, acknowledge and reward the 

valuable contributions individuals, communities and businesses are making throughout Queensland.
Do you know an individual, group, business or organisation who deserves to be recognised? We would love for 

you to enter them into the Awards!

Below is a list of categories that are now open:
Australia Pacific LNG Community Hero Award
Awards Australia Community Group of the Year Award 
Prime Super Excellence in Aged Care Award 
Prime Super Agricultural Innovation Award 
Ricoh Australia Customer Service Award 
Synaco Safety Award

Great prizes are up for grabs! Category winners will be presented with these prizes, along with a trophy.
Plus, we will send out a media release to each of the nominee’s local papers encouraging them to write a story, 

and every nominee will receive a certificate of achievement.
The Awards are free to enter – and completing a nomination online is easy! If you are ready to start your 

nomination please go to our online portal and select the category from the dropdown nomination award menu.
Want to recognise someone but don’t have the time? No problem, we are more than willing to help! Simply 

Refer Someone to us - It takes only 2 minutes to complete the form and our team does the rest! We’ll get in 
contact with them and have them complete the questions. 

It’s that easy! Kind regards, Tori Kirby, Awards Administration, Queensland Community Achievement Awards. 
Ph 1300 055 096 | www.awardsaustralia.com 
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Now  at  Murgon Post Office
52 Lamb St Murgon

Don’t throw it out
Remember the 

Murgon Museum
your unwanted 

treasures 
could be our 

treasures

Phone 4168 1934

$1.8 MILLION BOOST FOR WIDE BAY TO BUILD BETTER REGIONS
Wide Bay communities will receive a $1.8 million boost through the Morrison Government’s Building Better 

Regions Fund for local projects including activity centres, hall upgrades, a cultural centre, and an art and 
entertainment festival, Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien announced today.

“These projects will help Wide Bay communities build on their recovery from COVID-19 to become even more 
resilient, vibrant places to live and work,” Mr O’Brien said.

“The projects will drive economic growth and create and sustain local jobs at a time when we need them most, 
through new construction and creating new opportunities and events to boost domestic tourism.”

Mr O’Brien congratulated the following organisations on their successful applications:
$60,000 for Noosa Council to assist with the program for the Noosa Alive 2021 festival. 
$1,596,514 for the Country Creative Association to construct a purpose-built cultural centre in Murgon, 

comprising of an art gallery, fossil museum, art workshop, gift shop, and central prehistoric garden. 
$42,539 for Sunshine Butterflies to construct a multipurpose training room and pick up/drop off shelter at the 

‘Our Backyard’ disability support facility in Cooroibah. 
$20,000 to upgrade the 30-year-old toilets and showers at the Cooroy 

Badminton Club Hall. 
$140,000 to construct a new educational and activity centre at Hope Reins 

in Gympie.  
“I look forward to meeting with each of the groups as soon as possible after 

Parliament in Canberra finishes at the end of the fortnight,” Mr O’Brien said.
“Communities in Wide Bay are continuing to show amazing spirit and 

strength through these tough times caused by the on-going drought and the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and I am delighted to see this latest round of BBRF will 
provide much-needed support at such a crucial time. 

“These projects will help transform communities and ensure Wide Bay 
remains strong, resilient and prosperous in the long term, and I look forward 
to seeing these important projects boost economic prosperity, create jobs and 
new opportunities in our region.”

BBRF projects strengthen local economies and drive local procurement, 
delivering career pathways, encouraging people to stay and come back to the 
communities they grew up in.

The Australian Government is continuing its long-standing commitment to 
regional Australia through BBRF making vital local projects a reality, driving 
economic development and creating stronger partnerships across our regional 
communities.

For a full list of successful projects, please visit www.business.gov.au/bbrf 

Women really know how to hold a grudge. My wife asked me to pass her 
a lip balm. And by mistake, I gave her a tube of Super Glue. It’s been a 

month now and she’s still not speaking to me!
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It was great to have Mayor Brett Otto in Murgon checking out some of the new footpath work. Thanks to Luke & 
the awesome team involved in the project!! Also shopping locally for some Council uniforms!!

Dairy & Heritage Museum - Murgon

 After having to close our doors in March because of COVID19, the volunteers of The Museum are pleased to 
announce that we will be open to the public again on Friday 12th June. 

While the gates have been closed, the volunteers have been working to keep the grounds maintained, ready for 
the day that we could re-open.

With School Holidays coming up and limited travel allowed, the Museum with its spacious grounds and 
interesting buildings and displays, could be the ideal place to make a visit. 

Opening times remain the same. Tuesday-Sunday 9.30 am – 12.30pm. CLOSED Mondays. A COVID19 Safe 
Plan will be in place.

Looking forward to greeting visitors once again.
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E-Mail: barbarathompson1069@yahoo.com.au

• Verticals • Rollers 
• Panel Glides • Romans 

• Venetians 
• Outdoor Awnings

Showroom:
27 Taylor Street, Murgon

by appointment
kgsblindsandawnings@hotmail.com

Covering The South Burnett

Kev Garside 0467 849 149

Deb
FRECKLINGTON MP
Member for Nanango

Working for the 
South Burnett
For assistance with
State Government issues, 
please contact me on:

07 4190 7100
nanango@parliament.qld.gov.au
PO Box 1158, Kingaroy Qld 4610
debfrecklington.com.au 
DebFrecklingtonMP

ADVERTISEMENT

South Burnett Regional Council, 
Mayor’s Press Conference 

Following the General Meeting on Wednesday 17 
June 2020, Mayor Brett Otto will be holding a Press 
Conference to inform the community on the latest 
Council activities. 

 Media contacts are invited to attend the Press 
Conference to be held in the Kingaroy Chambers on 
Wednesday 17 June 2020 commencing 1:30pm. 

WHEN:  Wednesday 17 June 2020, 1pm   
WHERE:    Kingaroy Chambers, Glendon Street, 

Kingaroy 
WHY:  Mayor’s Press Conference 

Please be advised that due to current COVID-19 
restrictions / social distancing requirements, media 
attendance at Council’s General meeting is by 
appointment only. Please contact Council’s Executive 
Services team on 4189 9100 or email Executive.
Services@southburnett.qld.gov.au to make an 
appointment.

Ray Richards - Manager

Tel: 07 4168 3060 
Mobile: 0418 120 255

Email: murgon@norco.com.au

Web: www.norco.com.au
21 Lamb Street, Murgon Qld 4605

We sadly mourn the loss of:
FAITHFULL, Barry, Late of Mango Hill, formerly of 
Murgon
KEMP, Stephen Bruce (Bruce), Late of Wondai
SIPPEL, Donald, Late of Redgate
BROWN, Elaine Joyce, Late of Goomeri
WALLACE, (nee Wallace) Joanne, Late of Wondai.
LAMBERT, Alexander Charles (Alex), Late of Mondure
HAACK, Gloria Mary Dawn, Late of Wondai 
KING, Patricia May, Late of Wondai,

Dam Levels as at 7/6/2020
BP Dam 19.15%
Boondooma Dam 35.52%
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The COVID-19 Rapid Advocacy Fund 

Is now open through QCOSS, for not-for-profits and charities Australia-wide. Funding for projects from $1,000-
$10,000 that focus on strategic advocacy campaigns responding to the pandemic in Australia. Submit your 
application as soon as possible,   

As Australians grapple with the impacts of the pandemic on their lives we are seeing outpourings of community 
spirit and concern. This energy is ready to be channelled into creative and innovative action to transform our 
society, protect vulnerable communities and look after one another.

That’s why Australian Progress, together with Australian Communities Foundation and other partners, 
are launching COVID-19 Rapid Advocacy Fund, a donor pool that can rapidly inject funds into strategic 
advocacy campaigns responding to the pandemic in Australia.

Projects will be selected that:
Are grassroots in nature and have a plan to create real-world impacts, along with a clear theory of change 

for how to make it a reality.
Insert an important perspective, issue or constituency related to coronavirus into the national policy 

debate. Examples might include projects advocating for policy changes on issues like housing, health and justice, 
First Nations justice and access for people with disability.

Demand that communities are centred in the response to the pandemic.
Benefit from a small, immediate contribution. The majority of grants will be in the realm of $1,000-$10,000
Leverage cutting-edge tools and tactics, which may include polling, media, direct lobbying, research, stunts, 

cultural intervention and digital organising.
Are non-profit, consistent with obligations on charities, legally compliant, and fall within the definition 

of ‘social welfare’ (ultimately helping people facing tough times).
DGR status is not required by applicants.
We encourage groups to pitch their projects as soon as possible, but require contributions to be made to begin 

funding.
For more information: https://www.rapidadvocacyfund.org/?mc_cid=30c2aa78e3&mc_eid=14df0533e0

50 Lamb St Murgon
Now at 
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Discover the magic... @ your library    South-Burnett-Libraries

JUNE 2020 I www.southburnett.qld.gov.au/libraries

what’s on 
@ South Burnett Libraries

South Burnett Libraries Reopening
Council Libraries and Customer Service Centres opened on 
Monday 25 May 2020. 

Here are some tips to help you plan your library visit:

������������������������������������������������������� �
Council has installed perspex screens and sanitisation 
stations into these facilities. 

��Operational restrictions will apply with a maximum of 10 
patrons (8 patrons for the Kingaroy Customer Service Centre) 
permitted within the facilities at any one time.

��Returned items will remain in a dedicated quarantine area in 
each library for a period of at least 24 hours before they are 
�������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������
session will be limited to 15-30 minutes.

� �������������������������������������������������������������
membership card allowed. 

� All items currently on loan have been extended until 31 July 2020.

South Burnett 
Libraries Tech Support
Be Connected Website

Be Connected is an Australia 
wide initiative empowering all 
Australians to thrive in a digital 
world. 

�������������������������������
�������������������������������
organisation.

Join thousands of Australians 
��������������������������
courses on everything from how 
�����������������������������������
���������������������������������
others online. 

��������������������������������
visit https://www.southburnett.
qld.gov.au/internet-safety/
internet-safety-1/1.

Simple Tech Tips

Keyboard Shortcuts

����������������������������
���������������������������
����������������������������������
easier for you. Here are just a 
couple

• Ctrl + S = Save

• Ctrl + C = Copy what you 
have highlighted

• Ctrl + X = Cut the picture or 
text ready to place elsewhere

• Ctrl + V = Paste what you just 
copied or cut

• Ctrl + Z = Undo your last 
action

Library members are encouraged to access the free online 
�����������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������

Explore South Burnett Libraries online resources by visiting 
https://www.southburnett.qld.gov.au/facilities-recreation/
libraries/elibrary
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CCA members Glenda Geraghty, Richard O’Neill OAM, Carolyn Summers and Lee Porter were “over the moon” 
when they received news their proposal for a Murgon Cultural Centre had received an almost $1.6 million grant 
from the Federal Government
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Murgon’s planned Cultural Centre – will become a reality following a Federal Government grant of $1.596 
million announced on Friday.

The funding, announced by Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien, is from Round 4 of the Building Better Regions 
Fund (BBRF) program.

Group members have been developing the project for several years.
“There are a wealth of fossils buried around the Murgon district,” CCA spokesperson Richard O’Neill said.
“Some of them predate similar fossils by as much as 25 million years, and a number of the finds have been 

quite significant.
“For instance, one fossil that’s been found near Murgon is believed to be the ancestor of all the Earth’s 

songbirds.
“And the fossilised teeth of a 55 million-year-old Tingamarra Bandicoot found in 1995 are more than twice as 

old as any other bandicoot fossil known.
“They may help explain how major groups of Australian and South American marsupials are related to one 

another.”
CCA wants to build a museum to display the fossils, along with a “prehistoric garden” that would show 

what the swampy Eocene landscape of 55 million years looked like and the creatures that lived in the 
region at that time.

The Creative Country Association (CCA), (a not-for-profit community group to promote the arts and the unique 
fossils found in the Murgon area.), applied for the funding for the Murgon project. 

Their first application to the BBRF last year was unsuccessful but after tweaking their submission their dreams 
came true in the latest round.

The Cultural Centre will be built on a block of land in Macalister Street which has been donated to the CCA by a 
Murgon family.

Richard said the complex would be about 30 metres square with an open-air garden in the centre.
It would be built by a local building firm, with construction work expected to support up to 40 jobs.
“This is a project that would boost regional tourism and provide a new outlet for our artists that is desperately 

needed,” he said.
“We also believe the workshops that would be run in the centre would help 

support mental health programs and help remedy some of the damage COVID-
19 has caused in our communities.”

The MBDA had considered a similar project several years ago but lacked the 
necessary volunteer manpower to operate the centre that CCA hopes to bring to 
the table.

The project has drawn support from the Murgon Business and 
Development Association, which believes it would complement the town’s 
mix of attractions and help boost tourist numbers that already come to 
nearby Yallakool and wineries in the Moffatdale area.

CCA spokesperson Richard O’Neill OAM said the group was “absolutely 
over the moon” to hear their grant application had succeeded.

“This project will be the first brand new development in Murgon for many 
years,” Richard said.

“Over the past few years, Council has upgraded the Jubilee Pool and the 
Youth Park, and they’re currently upgrading the footpaths in the CBD.

“Some members of our business community have also upgraded their shops, 
hotels or service stations.

“But these were all about maintaining or upgrading existing assets in the 
town. This project will build something completely new for the community.”

The Cultural Centre will feature an art gallery focusing on both Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous art; a museum showcasing fossils found in the Murgon area; 
a gift shop; a workshop; and an open air “prehistoric garden” in a central atrium, 
along with a kitchen and office area.

Murgon is significant as the only site in Australia that records a diverse ... still 
joined with Antarctica and South America as the supercontinent Gondwana.

Gondwanaland is composed of the major continental blocks of South 
America, Africa, Arabia, Madagascar, Sri Lanka, India, Antarctica, and Australia.

 Fossil time period: Murgon 
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At the end of the Cretaceous Period, 65 million years ago, life on earth was affected by massive extinctions. Of 
the dinosaurs only a single lineage, the theropods, survived as modern birds. This gave mammals an opportunity 
to diversify and become a more successful form of vertebrate life. After 10 million years, in the Early Eocene 
epoch, mammals across the world were evolving into new and fascinating forms. The Australian continent was 
evolving too, still joined with Antarctica and South America as the supercontinent Gondwana. From the 54.6 
million-year-old clays at Murgon comes evidence of this ancient association in the form of a unique assemblage of 
fossil animals.

 Murgon fossils
Although discovered in the 1930s by James Porter who took them to the Queensland Museum, it was in the 

1980s when palaeontologists Henk Godthelp and Mike Archer recognised the significance of the lake sediments 
at Murgon in southeastern Queensland which yield Australia’s oldest known Tertiary mammals. The ancient 
swampy environment was home to soft-shelled turtles, Australia’s oldest known frogs and swamp crocodiles of the 
genus Kambara. Among the trees flew Australia’s oldest known bat, Australonycteris clarkae, and birds that have 
been recognised as the world’s earliest known songbirds, raising the possibility that this group of birds evolved in 
Australia.

The primitive, almost unrecognisable ancestors of Australia’s modern mammal fauna are present such as 
Australia’s oldest known bandicoot, a strange marsupial omnivore Thylacotinga bartholomaii, and several 
marsupial insectivores. Evidence of Australia’s Gondwanan links with South America comes in the forms of fossils 
of Alamitophis sp., a madstoiid snake of the same kind as Patagonian forms and a microbiotheriid marsupial - 
microbiotheriids are a group of marsupials otherwise known only from South America.

One of the most significant finds from Murgon, confirming the Gondwanan connection was the discovery of the 
placental condylarth Tingamarra porterorum. This internationally significant fossil is Australia’s oldest placental 
land mammal. Scientists once thought that non-flying placental mammals first colonised Australia in the Late 
Miocene/Early Pliocene when they first appear in the fossil record. However now it seems that both placentals and 
marsupials lived in Australia in the early Tertiary, although only marsupials persisted. 

Murgonemys braithwaitei, known from a nearly complete shell (carapace), was a trionychid (soft-shelled) turtle 
and the oldest trionychid from the Southern Hemisphere. Although not found in Australia today, trionychids are 
known as fossils from the Eocene to Pleistocene, disappearing about 40,000 years ago. Trionychids might have 
reached Australia by crossing the seas between the islands north of Australia or may have crossed to Australia 
from South America.

Courtesy Australian Museum.
 “If we’re going to get the economy back up and firing as quickly as possible, it’s projects like this that will help 

give our region the shot in the arm it needs.”
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CCA members with Mayor Brett Otto, Cr Kathy Duff and Murgon Business and Development Association 
president Leo Geraghty at the Cultural Centre site in Macalister Street on Friday afternoon following the funding 
announcement

Mayor Otto congratulated the group on their successful application.
He said the project, when completed, would add a new tourism attraction to the region and bring many benefits 

to Murgon and the wider community.
Cr Kathy Duff – who admitted she had been doing star jumps after the funding announcement – said the project 

would also put an end to a 12-year struggle to get an art gallery for Murgon.
Construction work is expected to begin later this year once the necessary Council building approvals are 

obtained.
Mr O’Neill said he expected the project could take a year or more to complete.
Courtesy help from South Burnett Online.

Mobile phone tower welcomed by South Burnett 
A recently declared Mobile Phone Tower for Cooranga North, funded through Round Five of the Federal 

Government’s Mobile Black Spot Programme, has been welcomed by the South Burnett, with both Council and 
community members applauding the announcement.

South Burnett Mayor, Cr Brett Otto, said he applauded the efforts of federal local member, David Littleproud 
MP, for helping secure the tower, and congratulated AGL for their advocacy on behalf of the Coopers Gap 
Windfarm community.

“Having better telecommunication helps us bridge the divide between metro and regional areas and we will 
always welcome Blackspot funding announcements for our region,” Mayor Otto said.

“I know AGL made representations on behalf of the community to both Minister Littleproud and Minister Mark 
Coulton, and it is a great example of an ASX company really listening and responding to what the community 
needs.”

“The tower is in Cooranga North but will potentially compliment and service both the South Burnett and Western 
Downs Regional Council areas.”

“Both Council and AGL representatives met with David Littleproud this week to discuss the project and pass on 
the community’s thanks.”

Division 6 and local area Councillor Scott Henschen welcomed the announcement. Cr Henschen said that 
“It is hard for rural areas to get attention from communication utilities because there are not enough people in 
the limited mobile phone tower area to serve so complimenting with commercial arrangements and government 
funding makes it more enticing and AGL is proactively doing this.”

Member for Coopers Gap Windfarm Community Consultative Committee, Mr Mick Cosgrove, said the 
committee moved a formal motion for Clare Wilkes, Senior Manager from AGL, to talk to governments of all levels 
on their behalf to see if a mobile tower could be secured.

“We think it is marvellous and we know Clare went to Canberra more than once on our behalf to meet with 
politicians and talk to different telcos about why we should have mobile towers,” Mr Cosgrove said.
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TAFE Queensland delivers in the South Burnett 

 South Burnett Regional Council Mayor Brett Otto recently accompanied TAFE Queensland’s Debbie Jackson, 
Faculty Director Infrastructure and Primary Industries on a tour of the aged care, automotive, electrical and 
hairdressing training facilities at TAFE Queensland’s Kingaroy campus.

Ms Jackson explained that TAFE Queensland is proud to be the largest and most experienced training provider 
in the state and, for more than 137 years, has been delivering practical and industry-relevant training to provide 
students with the skills and experience they need to build lifelong careers.                        

“Working alongside government and industry, TAFE Queensland plays a critical role in providing the skilled 
workforce needed to drive economic growth and future prosperity. Every educator at TAFE Queensland is 
connected with their industry and has vast experience in their business area,” Ms Jackson said.

Mayor Otto said, “With approximately 25 staff living locally, delivering learning outcomes for individuals and 
businesses, as well as through community sporting and volunteer organisations, their dedication and investment in 
the success of the of South Burnett region is evident.”                                                                

To ensure their training meets current and future employment demands, TAFE Queensland partners with both 
industry and government. For example, in response to demand in the South Burnett from the Surat Basin’s coal 
seam gas sector, TAFE Queensland is committed to providing job-ready training to help prepare a skilled local 
workforce to take advantage of this opportunity.                                                            

The Kingaroy campus’s electrotechnology program is highly regarded by industry and is the training site of 
choice for many electrical apprentices across South West Queensland.                                                             

TAFE Queensland offers a wide range of training programs at their Kingaroy campus, from entry level 
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certificates and apprenticeships to full qualifications, short courses, skill sets and micro-credentials. When 
apprentices come to Kingaroy for their training, they contribute to the South Burnett economy through their 
accommodation and living expenses. 

TAFE Queensland offers flexible and tailored training solutions and dependent on the program, training may be 
delivered on-campus, in the workplace, or via distance or online study, as well as through a combination of study 
modes. 

TAFE Queensland’s Kingaroy campus offers a wide range of training areas including:
Apprenticeship training: Electrical, boiler making, fitting and turning, automotive, diesel fitting, commercial 

cookery, carpentry
General industries: Agriculture, aged care, hospitality, children’s services (TAFE Online), warehousing 

operations, rural operations, automotive, electrotechnology                                                                            
Other trade areas including automotive, engineering and machining attract apprentices from outside the South 

Burnett, which also contributes to the local economy.
For information on current courses available through TAFE Queensland and how you can enrol, visit tafeqld.

edu.au or call 1300 308 233.

Mayor extends ‘Have a chat’ 
Do you have an issue or concern, or would you like an update on Council happenings?
South Burnett Regional Council Mayor Brett Otto is out and about in the community during the months of June 

and July.
The Mayor will be holding ‘Have a chat with the Mayor’ meet and greets on an 8 week rotation... no 

appointment is necessary, just pop in and say hello! With over 40 community members attending the Mayor’s first 
event on Monday 1 June in Proston, hours have now been extended. The Mayor will be available to have a chat 
on the following days:

DATE   TIME   VENUE

Monday 08 June 2020 7:00am to 12:30pm The Coffee Bar - Murgon

Monday 15 June 2020 7:00am to 12:45pm Dan’s Diner - Wondai

Monday 22 June 2020 7:00am to 1:00pm Mufifn Break - Kingaroy Shoppingworld

Monday 29 June 2020 7:00am to 1:00pm Nanango Country Bakehouse & Cafe - Nanango

Monday 06 July 2020 7:00am to 1:00pm Bunya Nut Cafe - Blackbutt

Monday 13 July 2020 7:00am to 1:00pm Maidenwell Trading Post

Monday 20 July 2020 7:00am to 1:00pm Kumbia Service Station / Cafe

“I welcome everyone to come along to have a chat. This is a great opportunity for residents to discuss with me 
their needs and views on how our region should move forward,” Mayor Otto said.

Residents are reminded that they can also report any issues or concerns with Council via the following 
methods:

• Phone: 1300 789 279 or 4189 9100
• Mail: PO Box 336 Kingaroy Qld 4610
• Email: info@southburnett.qld.gov.au
• Website: www.southburnett.qld.gov.au - ‘Contact Council’
•  Snap, Send, Solve: Simply download the Snap, Send, Solve App and submit a request. For further 

information visit Snap, Send, Solve
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Iconic Wondai clock sees facelift... 
Following advice from a vigilant member of the public that the iconic, antique Wondai town clock at 

Coronation Park was stuck in time, Council has been working behind the scenes to progress repairs.
A local business, Wondai Electrical, was engaged to investigate why the clock had stopped which, due to the 

age of this magnificent timepiece became a matter of trial and error. The clock was carefully removed from its 
permanent location in mid-April 2020 and transported to the local repairer. Initial repairs involved the replacement 
of the slave movements for the main mechanism located behind the clock face which enables the four sides of 
the clock to work in synchronisation. The sourcing of these parts, imported from Switzerland, taking longer than 
expected due to importation restrictions following COVID19. Once the parts were finally received and installed, 
it was noticed that the hands were catching on the clock face, requiring a complete re-fit and the electrics to be 
replaced.

With all faces of the clock keeping good time in the Wondai Electrical workshop, the clock was returned to its 
original mount in Coronation Park. Unfortunately, once replaced it was evident that the hands were now rubbing 
on the glass that protects the clock, causing the hands to stick in one position. The restriction is believed to be 
caused by a slight twist in the frame due to some minor movement in the soil following a long period of drought.

Last week the clock was once again removed from the park and transported to a local cabinet maker for 
amendments to the casing to increase the distance between the clock face and the glass to allow the hands to 
move freely and minimise the effects from any further movement in the soil.

We hope to see the Wondai clock returned to its pride of place in Coronation Park and keeping time soon...
For further information regarding the Wondai clock contact Council’s Parks and Gardens team on 4189 9100 or 

email.

MLA stands with Wuhan 
Amid the global battle to contain the coronavirus, an MLA China initiative saw Australian beef fuel medical 

staff at the epicenter of the COVID-19 outbreak in Wuhan. MLA China, colloraborated with Wuhan-based 
Australian beef importer, ANZ Joy International, to deliver two tones of Australian beef to eight hospitals in Wuhan 
supplementing a power meal to 11,570 medical staff.  
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Murgon Men’s Shed
At a meeting held Wednesday 3rd June, a motion was 

moved to reopen the Shed to all Members as from that 
day. This was done after consultation with Australian Men’s 
Shed Association, the local police and most importantly 
Queensland Health. The answer received was -we can.

We must abide by rules as set out by Queensland 
Health. Foremost numbers are restricted to twenty at any 
one time. Other conditions apply and must be complied with. 
Guide lines will be displayed at the Shed, so make yourself 
aware when you come.

Importantly 20 is the limit so we suggest you think about 
coming on the designated days Thursday or Saturday as an 
alternative to the large numbers we always seem to have 
on a Wednesday. Somebody is usually in attendance on 
Mondays so if interested to come then ring David or Allen.

On another subject:
Our annual General meeting is set Wednesday 15th 

July 2020. All positions will be open and we encourage all 
members to consider stepping up to a position in your club.
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and committee.

At our next monthly meeting 17th. June nomination forms 
will be available to do so and the committee would welcome 
all members to attend. Please be mindful that completed 
nomination forms must be in the Secretary’s hands 14 days 
(ie 1st July) prior to AGM on July 15th.

Regards, Allen Mitchell, Secretary

Many Thanks 
To those people responsible for nominating me for a 

Queens Birthday Award, especially my lovely understanding 
wife of 53 years Glenda, and my family, Greg (Decd) and 
Karen who never saw much of their dad. 

Without the help of others we would not have been able 
to do some of the things I have been credited for, but so 
much for the past, let’s look to the future in bringing new 
industry to Murgon, the beautification of our parks and 
gardens, the painting of the water tower, the renovation of 
the old nurses quarters that will bring lost services back to 
Murgon, the reopening of many of our shops so as we and 
our children can once again get a job here in Murgon or their 
surrounds. I am still the person I was yesterday, let’s give it a 
shot together, 

Leo Geraghty OAM

VETERAN SERVICES 
PENSIONS AND WELFARE SERVICES
SUB BRANCH MEMBERSHIP

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING

POSTPONED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 

SPEAK TO THE TEAM
secretary@murgonrsl.org or 0427 915 533

MURGON RSL SUB BRANCH

Ideal for first home owner or investor is this lovely well maintained 
brick home, giving a rental return of $230.00 per week. Open plan 
kitchen, dining & separate lounge with an air conditioner, security 

screens, double lock up garage, fully fenced & established gardens. 3 
good sized bedrooms with built ins & 2 with ceiling fans. Large 2 way 
bathroom boasting a corner spa. Cemented & covered entertainment 

area $189,000

Well presented fully fenced yard with colourbond fencing, 3 bedroom 
home complete with split system air conditioning. Open plan kitchen, 

lounge and dining. Kitchen featuring cupboard space, large pantry, 
wall oven, built in hot plate & dishwasher. 3 carpeted bedrooms all 

with ceiling fans & the main with an ensuite. Main bathroom has 
separate shower, bath & toilet. Covered outdoor entertainment area 

where you can sit back & relax $229,000

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock 

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock 
86 Lamb Street, Murgon Qld 4605. P.O.Box 377

Ph: 0741681600, Fax: 0741681542
Mobile: 0407097109, 

Email: dianne.acrelivestock@bigpond.com

Brick home on 1214SQM block comes with many features. Spacious 
open plan kitchen & dining with a breakfast bar, separate living 
area. 3 bedrooms with main having ensuite & walk in robe, that 
leads you to the main bathroom with a separate shower, bath 

& vanity. Bedrooms with builtins, fans & carpet. Remote single 
garage with a laundry. Back yard has plenty of space for a pool or 

entertainment area, as well as room for the children to play amongst 
the established native trees. Fully fenced yard for security, poly rain 

water tank & garden shed. $229,000

VERANDAHS WITH FANTASTIC VIEWS OF BP DAM! 3 bedroom brick 
home, French timber doors. Polished concrete floors, built in kitchen 

with solid timber bench tops with views out the window. Bathroom 
and ensuite, fly screens, gas hot water and grey water system. 2 
x 5,000 gallon rain water tanks, double bay carport on spacious 

4571SQM block of land. $295,000
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MURGON - 56 Douglas Street Ph 07 4168 1277
WONDAI - 66 Mackenzie Street Ph 07 4168 5733

The South Burnett Veterinary Group has practices 
conveniently located at Murgon, Kingaroy and 
Wondai.

We provide a comprehensive and professional 
service to all  species of animals, in a caring and 
friendly environment.

C.R Braithwaite BVSc. and Associates

HELP OTHERS
WHILE

HELPING YOU

Date Claimer: 
July 16th  at 6pm

(Free meal)

Baptist Church - Murgon

More info:
youthempowermentservices.net

(A community nonprofit organisation)

Phone: 0421 949 787

Men and Young Men’s Fashion, Workwear,
Sportswear, Surfwear, Formal Hire, In House Embroidery 

87 Lamb Street Murgon. 4605 
Ph/ Fax: 07 4168 1355

Ah: 07 4168 1149, Mob: 0417 608 929 
E-Mail: marksmith@burnett.net.au
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Murgon Report 02/06/2020, 1300 yarded in Murgon Tuesday

Values remained fully firm throughout for the 1300 yarded in Murgon Tuesday.  The yarding consisted of 300 
Export cattle, the balance being Feeders and Weaners. Bulls topped at to $3.00 c/kg and $2450.00. Bullocks 
sold to $3.49 c/kg and $1856.00.  Heavy Cows over 500 kilograms topped at $2.80 per kilogram and $1860.00 
averaging $2.49 c/kg. Cows 400 to 500 kg sold to $2.67 per kilogram for a $2.40 average. Lighter Cows under 
400 kg topped at $2.40. Export heifers sold to $3.25 per kilogram and $1837.00. 

Cattle were drawn from Mundubbera, Gayndah, Mt Perry, Durong, Nanango, Yarraman, Kingaroy, Sexton, 
Kandanga and locally.  

Local Santa cross steers weighing 460 kg sold to $3.99 c/kg returning $1837.00.  Red Angus steers from 
Redgate sold for $1649.00 at $3.94 c/kg.  399 kg Charbray steers from Byee sold for $3.99 c/kg and $1570.00.  
Local Charbray steers weighing 423 kg sold to $3.91 c/kg and $1656.00.  Droughtmaster cross steers from 
Moffatdale also sold for $3.91 c/kg for $1616.00.  Milk tooth Santa cross steers weighing 475 kg sold for $3.90 
c/kg and $1853.00.  Droughtmaster cross steers from Tansey sold for $3.90 c/kg to return $1446.00.  Shorthorn 
steers from Manyung sold for $1365.00 at $3.85 c/kg and 354 kg.  357 kg Angus cross steers from Goomeri sold 
for $1373.00 and $3.84 c/kg.  Angus weaner steers from Sexton sold to $4.22 c/kg and $893.00.  Angus weaner 
steers from Yarraman sold for $1037.00 at $4.11 c/kg.  Charbray weaner steers from Gayndah sold for $4.09 c/kg 
returning $1118.00.  Light Angus steers from Proston sold for $743.00 at $4.10 c/kg.  

Santa heifers weighing 437 kg sold for $3.47 c/kg and $1519.00.  400 kg Charbray heifers from Wondai sold 
for $1376.00 at $3.44 c/kg.  303 kg Brahman heifers sold for $3.68 c/kg to return $1116.00.  Brangus heifers from 
Gayndah sold for $3.50 c/kg returning $1209.00.  Local Senepol heifers weighing 308 kg sold for $1054.00 at 
$3.42 c/kg.  283 kg Brahman heifers sold for $1050.00 at $3.70 c/kg.  Angus weaner heifers sold for $757.00 at 
$3.68 c/kg.  Santa cross weaner heifers from Wooroonden sold for $804.00 at $3.60 c/kg.  Charbray Cows and 
Calves sold to $1500.00. 

           The Next Murgon Sale is on Tuesday the 16th of June at 8.00 am   

Royal Hotel, in Murgon
The bottle shop is open till 1pm today 

Sunday, but unfortunately we won’t be open 
for take away dinner as we are painting and 
preparing for opening up this Thursday .

Bottle shop hours will be as normal this 
week and from Thursday to Sunday we will 
be taking bookings for lunch and dinner in the 
pub. (YES THE PUB)

So get in quick stixs and book a table as 
we have limited seating due to the corona 
virus laws.

We can’t wait for Thursday, so ring now 
and book a table.
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Sport and Recreation COVID SAFE Restart Plan
As part of Return to Play, we’re helping community sport, recreation and fitness organisations with a range of funding 

and grants.
That’s why the Queensland Government has committed $51.3 million for a COVID Safe re-start for sport, recreation 

and fitness organisations.
Getting Queenslanders active is a key priority of the government, and restarting activities in stages will ensure we 

keep everyone safe, healthy and moving.
Frequently asked questions
1. Since COVID-19 emerged, we haven’t been able to operate. What options are available for us to get back up 

and running?
The Queensland Government has committed $51.3 million to help local clubs re-start through a number of options:
$14 million COVID SAFE Active Clubs Kickstart – funding to purchase hygiene supplies, products, training or 

equipment to support clubs to return to play; this funding can also be used for operational needs such as utilities and 
bills. This will see up to 7,000 clubs receiving grants of up to $2,000.

$10.8 million Active Industry Fund – funding for 77 state-level sporting organisations and industry peak bodies 
through existing arrangements.

$15.5 million Active Restart Infrastructure Recovery Fund - grants for minor works and support for up to 3,000 clubs 
to purchase revenue-generating equipment to help assist a return to play.

$11 million FairPlay vouchers - vouchers of up to $150 for around 73,000 young Queenslanders to participate in 
physical activity opportunities and support families experiencing hardship due to COVID-19.

2. When does the COVID SAFE Active Clubs Kickstart open and how do I access this funding?
Applications open on 25 May and close on 17 June.
For clubs already registered to received Active Clubs funding, the process and system is the same as previous 

funding rounds. For those clubs who have not received Active Clubs funding previously, there is a simple online 
application process.

Applications are now open.
3. If successful, can I use some of this funding to cover some of the club’s bills?
The COVID SAFE Active Clubs Kickstart funding is designed to help clubs to purchase hygiene supplies, products, 

training or equipment to allow a return to play. This funding can also be used for operational needs such as utilities and 
bills.

4. To be COVID Safe, there are quite a few steps to take. I need to buy more cleaning products but not sure how 
much will be needed?

The $14 million COVID SAFE Active Clubs Kickstart fund will enable 7,000 clubs to receive a grant of up to $2,000 to 
purchase hygiene supplies and cleaning equipment.

Read the advice for organisations about meeting hygiene practices.
5. We rely on fundraising, can we open our canteen to sell food to our members?
If your sport and recreation facility/venue has previously provided food and beverage services, then upon re-opening 

you must complete and display a COVID Safe Checklist for dining at Restaurants, Cafes, Pubs, Clubs, RSL clubs and 
Hotels.

The checklist outlines the steps and requirements for re-opening including mandatory COVID-19 safe workplace 
training for staff, maintaining physical distancing and good hygiene practices for the safety of your employees, 
volunteers, participants and visitors.

6. We’re looking forward to return to play, but time and money is needed before we can have people through the 
clubhouse. What support is available for us to improve our facilities?

The $15.5 million Active Restart Infrastructure Recovery Fund will offer grants for minor capital works and support 
clubs to purchase equipment to help them resume normal activities and assist generating revenue. This funding will be 
available after Stage 2. Further information will be provided.

7. Times are tough for us and the families in our community. How is the Queensland Government helping 
families return to play?

Many Queensland families have struggled during these unprecedented times. To help young participants return to 
play, the Queensland Government will be providing funding of $11 million in FairPlay vouchers. This will offer up to $150 
for around 73,000 young Queenslanders to participate in local organised sporting activities.

8. How can the playing field be equal so all clubs from all suburbs can get ready to return to play?
The Queensland Government has committed $51.3 million to help local clubs re-start across Queensland. This 

funding offers different options for clubs, peak bodies and families who have been struggling due to COVID-19, with all 
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sport and recreation clubs eligible to apply.
9. We rely on the support of volunteers and due to COVID-19 we can’t be sure that we will have the same support 

for raising funds. Is there any government support to help us re-start?
The Queensland Government recognises the commitment of volunteers to keep clubs running. The $15.5 million 

Active Restart Infrastructure Recovery Fund for minor works will support clubs to buy revenue-generating equipment that 
the tireless fundraising efforts of hard-working volunteers would have otherwise made possible. Further information will 
be provided.

10. When will community sport start again?
The easing of restrictions is taking place through a staged approach:
Stage 2: (from 12:00pm,1 June) – Groups of 20 including the commencement of non-contact indoor and outdoor 

community sport.
A number of COVID Safe Industry Plans for sport, recreation and fitness are being developed to cover all operations 

across the industry in Queensland.
These plans will seek approval for flexibility regarding the restrictions on behalf of all clubs and organisations within 

the sector including, where appropriate, allowing more participants and spectators than specified in the roadmap.
The approved Industry Plans will provide a checklist and guidance material including information on health and 

hygiene, facility management and physical distancing measures.
The COVID Safe Industry Plans for sport, recreation and fitness are currently being considered.
Stage 3: (anticipated 10 July) Groups of up to 100. Further advice to be provided as Stage 3 approaches.
Numbers quoted are inclusive of all people in attendance – participants, spectators, coaches etc. Through all stages, 

public health advice is to be followed including physical distancing, application of space requirements indoors, hand 
hygiene and cleaning.

11.  Can teams train now?
Stage 2 allows for the commencement of non-contact indoor and outdoor activity for groups of up to 20 people, 

including community sport and organised training.
All activities must be non-contact.
12.  How many players, visitors or members are we able to host?
For Stage 2, groups of up to 20 people are allowed to conduct non-contact indoor and outdoor community sport with 

appropriate social distancing practices (1.5 metres between people). The limit of 20 people includes participants and any 
other person around the gathering, including staff, trainers and instructors.

Physical distancing rules should be maintained: 1 person per 4 square metres, along with appropriate social 
distancing and enhanced hygiene measures.

Further work is being undertaken with QSport and the Queensland Outdoor Recreation Federation and state sporting 
organisations to develop COVID Safe Industry Plans which is under consideration and will be available shortly.

13. What about the Fair Play voucher I have that I applied for earlier this year and hasn’t been used due to 
restrictions? Is it still valid?

The expiration dates for Round 2 of the FairPlay vouchers have been extended.
Vouchers must be presented to activity providers by 11 November 2020, and redeemed by activity providers by 25 

November 2020.
14. How will I know when community sport resumes that my club is COVID safe?
Before re-opening, organisations and businesses delivering sport, recreation and fitness activities must consider how 

to meet physical distancing and hygiene obligations at the relevant stages.
Further work is being undertaken with QSport and the Queensland Outdoor Recreation Federation and State 

Sporting Organisations to develop COVID Safe Industry Plans which is under consideration and will be available shortly.
15. Will parents be able to spectate when community sport resumes?
Parents should contact their club to understand how their sport will resume. Spectators and non-essential personnel 

should be minimised as they will be counted within the people limit that is relevant at that particular stage of the 
Recovery Roadmap.

See question 10 for more information.
16. My club is not currently in financial difficulty due to COVID-19, should I be applying for the COVID SAFE 

Active Clubs Kickstart funding?
While all clubs are eligible for COVID SAFE Active Clubs Kickstart funding, it is up to individual clubs to determine 

whether they need the assistance and therefore want to apply for support.

More information  Email SR_Covid19@npsr.qld.gov.au  or Call (07) 3330 6166
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Council welcomes community members 
Council welcomes community members as Customer Service and Library facilities reopen.
South Burnett Regional Council Mayor Cr Brett Otto is pleased to advise that Monday 25 May will see the 

reopening of Council’s Customer Service Centres and Libraries which were closed as a result of the Coronavirus 
COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent Public Health Directives. The reopening of facilities is in line with Stage 1 of 
the Queensland Government’s Roadmap to easing restrictions.

Mayor Otto said, “Staff have been busy decorating our Customer Service Centres and Libraries along the 
theme of ‘Ray of Sunshine’ to align with the ‘Ray of Sunshine South Burnett’ Facebook page organised by Cr’s 
Danita Potter and Kathy Duff to support our region, providing a bright and welcoming entrance and promoting 
sunshine, hope and happiness throughout the community.”

“While our Customer Service and Library staff look forward to reopening facilities to the public, we do remind 
residents that certain restrictions will be in place. Our staff are excited to see the return of our patrons however, our 
main priority is to keep our community members and staff safe.”

Here are some tips to help you plan your visit:
For the protection of community members and staff, Council has installed perspex screens and sanitisation 

stations into these facilities. We ask that patrons utilise the hand sanitisation station when entering facilities and 
ensure the 1.5m social distancing recommendation is adhered to.

Operational restrictions will apply with a maximum of 10 patrons (8 at the Kingaroy Customer Service Centre) 
permitted within the facilities at any one time.

For our library users:
Returned items will remain in a dedicated quarantine area in each library for a period of at least 24 hours before 

they are handled by staff and put back into circulation.
Bookings for public access computers will be available, each session will be limited to 15-30 minutes.
Extended loan limits will remain in place, with 20 items per membership card allowed.
All items currently on loan have been extended until 31 July 2020.
Library programming remains suspended.
Library reservations remain suspended until further notice.
Library members are encouraged to access the free online resources, including free movie streaming, free 

eBooks and eAudiobooks and many high quality resources for children. Explore South Burnett Libraries online 
resources by visiting Council’s website. 

Community members are reminded that general business or payments can still be progressed with Council via 
phone or email. Council’s Customer Service team is available for support via phone on 1300 789 279 / 4189 9100, 
email Council or visit Council’s website. Face to face meetings will be conducted by appointment only. Council 
staff will continue to work within a risk management framework to provide services.

Other Council facilities are expected to reopen in line with Stage 2 easing of restrictions planned for June 2020, 
dates to be provided when confirmed. This is subject to the continued successful suppression of the Coronavirus 
COVID-19 spread under Stage 1 relaxations.

Whilst Council has increased cleaning and sanitation measures throughout public facilities, the community 
is required to abide by social distancing measures, including staying at home if they are unwell. Operational 
restrictions will apply with a maximum of 10 patrons permitted (8 at the Kingaroy Customer Service Centre) within 
the facilities at any one time.

With the health and safety of our community remaining paramount Council is taking a cautious approach to 
reopening facilities and asks for understanding and patience by community members during this time.

.............................................................................

Water Meter Reading Program scheduled to commence 30-05-2020 
Council wishes to advise residents that South Burnett Regional Council and/or its appointed water 

meter reading contractors will soon begin reading water meters throughout the region for the half year 
period ending 30 June 2020. 

This will apply to all premises connected to the water supply schemes in Blackbutt, Boondooma, Kingaroy, 
Kumbia, Murgon, Nanango, Proston, Proston Rural, Tingoora, Wondai and Wooroolin for the purpose of recording 
water meter readings.

The water meter reading program will commence on Saturday 30 May 2020 and is expected to continue until 
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Friday 31 July 2020 and will be conducted between the hours of 6.00am and 6.00pm daily.
The water meter reading program collects information for the billing of water consumption that will be included 

on the 6 monthly rate notices to be issued in August 2020.
Meter reading personnel may be required to enter properties to gain access to and read the water meters. It is 

a requirement of our water meter reading personnel that soil or other material that is removed from any meter box 
to record a reading is returned to the meter box.  This prevents drains from being blocked or ratepayer lawns being 
damaged by anything removed from the meter box.

For the safety of meter reading personnel, please ensure that your animals are enclosed within your property 
and check that garden vegetation does not obstruct access to your water meter.

More details about the billing of water consumption and other useful information can be found on Council’s 
website.

Please direct any enquiries regarding water meter readings to Council’s Rates team by phone 4189 9100 or 
email Council. 

.............................................................................

Did you know... reporting property damage
Did you know that vandalism has cost Council nearly $15,000 in the last seven months alone?
Vandalism is an action involving deliberate destruction of or damage to public or private property. Vandalism to 

Council’s facilities, and in particular, parks and gardens can increase undue risk to the public through hazards and 
may necessitate the closure or removal of facilities or equipment until repairs can be progressed.

If you see an incident in progress, or possibly come across the results of vandalism, there are a number of 
ways you can help...

Report to the Queensland Police Service
Is the incident happening now? Is the suspect still at the scene? Is anyone seriously injured or in immediate 

danger? Please contact Triple Zero, 000. Reporting property damage can also be done online.

Contact Council
Should you come across damage to Council’s facilities or equipment, please notify Council by phone on 4189 

9100 or email. This will ensure Council is aware of the incident and it is actioned as soon as possible.

Snap, Send Solve
Reporting local issues is now a ‘snap’... The easy and efficient way to notify of issues that need addressing in 

your community. Simply download the Snap, Send, Solve App and submit a request. For further information visit 
Snap, Send, Solve.

For further information contact Council on 4189 9100 or email.
...................................................................................

UPDATE: South Burnett Councillors’ remuneration and expenses 
reimbursements explained 

Mayor Otto would like to set the record straight regarding recent speculation on Councillor’s 
remuneration and expenses reimbursement following the adoption of Council’s Expenses Reimbursement 
Policy 

“Following a recent report and subsequent comments regarding Councillors’ pay rises and reimbursement of 
expenses, I would like to provide some additional information to inform the community on the resolution made by 
Council regarding Council’s Expenses Reimbursement Policy for Councillors,” Mayor Otto said.

“Council, at the May General meeting has adopted an Expenses Reimbursement Policy for Councillors 
in accordance with the Local Government Regulation 2012. The policy ensures compliance with statutory 
requirements and community expectations relating to the payment or reimbursement of legitimate expenses and 
the provision of facilities. It also ensures Councillors have the facilities and support necessary to perform their civic 
duties as elected representatives of their local communities.”

Mayor Otto explained,” Even though Councillors may be eligible to claim certain expenses, this does not 
necessarily mean that these expenses are being claimed, indeed, Councillors often pay for their own meals when 
travelling out of the region on Council business and do not bother claiming such. On occasions when claims are 
submitted they are only paid upon the production of receipts which are often for less than the allowable limit,” 
Mayor Otto said.
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“The vehicle use reimbursement amounts represent a conservative approach. Had councillors chosen to be 
reimbursed on a cents per kilometre basis using the standard rate provided by the ATO the cost to council would 
be far greater when one considers the large number of kilometres travelled by rural councillors across our region in 
the ordinary course of conducting council business. Furthermore, the previously provided Mayor’s vehicle has now 
been returned to the fleet, saving council the cost of replacing one of the older vehicles, with the Mayor using his 
own car and paying all of his council travel costs inside the region out of his own pocket.”

“I urge all residents to read Council’s Expenses Reimbursement Policy for Councillors, which provides a full 
list of expenses which Councillors can be reimbursed, in conjunction with the Annual Report, which reflects actual 
reimbursements claimed by Councillors.”

• Council’s policies can be viewed on Council’s website - Policies.
• Council’s Annual Reports can be viewed on Council’s website - Annual Reports.
The following table provides a history of reimbursements as previously provided by Council:
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 Remuneration levels for Councillors are set by an independent state government convened Tribunal: the 
Local Government Remuneration and Discipline Tribunal. Each year the Tribunal undertakes a review of the 
remuneration levels and publishes a report with their recommendations.

“Since 2008, Queensland’s Local Government Remuneration and Discipline Tribunal (the Tribunal) has 
determined the salaries paid to elected Local Government representatives, based on a percentage of the salaries 
paid to elected State Government representatives,” Mayor Otto said.

“There are nine categories of Councils in Queensland. South Burnett Regional Council is in Category three, 
along with Gympie, Southern Downs, Western Downs, Lockyer Valley, Scenic Rim and others.”

“Up until 2012, the Tribunal set a minimum and maximum salary range for each Category and Councils in that 
Category could opt for a salary within that range. However from 2012, the Tribunal discontinued this practice and 
instead established a single remuneration level. The salaries of Mayors, Deputy Mayors and Councillors are now 
the same across all Category three Councils.”

When the remuneration schedule is published each year, Councillors are automatically paid the recommended 
salary levels unless (within 90 days), Council decides by resolution to pay a lesser amount, with any decision to be 
recorded as such in Council’s Budget.”

................................................................................

South Burnett secures funding to progress Kingaroy Transformation project 
Today marks a significant milestone in South Burnett’s history, with an announcement by the Minister 

for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency Management, The Honourable David Littleproud MP.
Today marks a significant milestone in South Burnett’s history, with the announcement by the Minister for 

Agriculture, Drought and Emergency Management, The Honourable David Littleproud MP, that Council has 
secured $4.7M funding through the Federal Government’s Building Better Regions Fund to progress the Kingaroy 
Transformation project.

South Burnett Regional Council Mayor Brett Otto said, “This is a once in a generation project which will 
transform Kingaroy as a regional centre and provide direct benefits, not just to Kingaroy, but to the entire 
South Burnett region. The transformation project will provide significant social and economic benefits including 
underpinning population growth for Kingaroy and other townships right across the South Burnett.”

Council has previously redeveloped the main streets including CBD footpaths at Proston and is currently 
progressing the Murgon CBD Footpath redevelopment. The Kingaroy project is an addition to Council’s ongoing 
commitment to its CBD redevelopment program, with future footpath redevelopment programs to be considered 
for the communities of Wondai, Blackbutt, Kumbia and Nanango.

“The project, budgeted at $11.3M, includes substantial redevelopment of the main streets of Kingaroy’s Central 
Business District (CBD) with significant upgrades to stormwater drainage, power, roads and water supply, Mayor 
Otto said.

“Infrastructure improvements include the redevelopment of footpaths, relocation of overhead electrical services 
underground, new street furniture and structures, raised pedestrian build outs and installation of pedestrian 
crossings for improved safety; the installation of infrastructure for smart community readiness, and; landscaping, 
reconstruction of the road pavement and new line marking and regulatory signage.”

“Community improvements include safe, accessible spaces for community activation with CCTV, lighting, 
shade trees and structures. The ability to enable hospitality and host community events in an inviting place will 
encourage business and tourism, and bring community and visitors together.”

Mayor Otto said, “South Burnett Regional Council, with support from residents and businesses, has developed 
the Kingaroy Transformation project inspired by our vision to build a strong and vibrant region. The much-needed 
regeneration for this vital hub will build a strong identity for regional businesses, residents and provide a draw for 
tourists to stop and stay longer.”

“Council has completed its civil design ready for construction and is currently engaged in finalising the 
community and liveability concepts... check out a ‘sneak peek’ of the all new concept below! Council will further 
engage with the community in the coming weeks to finalise the concept prior to construction commencing,” Mayor 
Otto said.

Mayor Otto took the opportunity to thank the Federal Government for this much needed funding to progress 
a significant regional project which will enable a region battling ongoing drought and economic impacts the 
opportunity to emerge as a modern, vibrant regional community centre.

For further information contact regarding the Kingaroy Transformation project, please contact Council’s 
Infrastructure team on 4189 9100 or email.



28

I was asked how I was managing the lock down.
What it’s done has given me a chance to consolidate the existing military history files, reset the window display 

program and establish a file box that can be used without having to chase through the stack of achieve boxes to 
find stuff and I’ve split up the window display narratives from the cadet history narratives to they can be managed 
simpler as well.

It has been usefully spent time that would otherwise not been available. 
Noel Selway selwayn428@gmail.com
If not for the virus, we would have applied the below to the occasion of the 15th Anniversary of the Reserve 

Forces Day Parade and Recognition Service at Wondai.
HMAS SYDNEY, 7th Cruiser Squadron, Mediterranean 

1940
Since the discovery of the wrecks of both HMAS 

Sydney and the Kormoran much has been written and said 
concerning the final actions of both ships.

Well before this dramatic action occurred HMAS Sydney 
had had a very lively career in the Mediterranean as a 
member of the Royal Navy’s 7th Cruiser Squadron.

Prior to joining the Squadron HMAS Sydney was engaged 
in convoy escort and trade defence duties both in eastern 
Australian and western Australian waters.

She joined the 7th Cruiser Squadron on 26th May 1940 
and after work up exercises with the rest of the Squadron 
which consisted  of three ships of the Modified Leander Class 

HMS Neptune, HMS Orion  in the 1st Division and two ships of the Southampton Class  HMS Gloucester and HMS 
Liverpool in the 2nd Division she was deployed with them for offensive sweeps and bombardment duties.

Italy entered the War on 10th June 1940 and almost immediately on the 12th the three ships of the 1st Division 
along with a French battleship and a destroyer Squadron bombarded Bardia which was just over the Egypt/Libya 
border and a place which had had a build up of Italian forces looking as if they were ready to invade Egypt.

On the 28th 7th Cruiser Sqn with ships of the 3rd Cruiser Sqn deployed to cover convoys in Aegean when they 
had a chance encounter with three Italian destroyers one of which Sydney sank.

On 9th July The Squadron took part in the Battle of Calabria which was really a stern chase after the fleeing 
Italian Battle Fleet

And a bit over week later on the 18th Sydney engaged two Italian cruisers in a celebrated battle off Cape 
Spada in Crete.

This action occurred when destroyers carrying out an anti-submarine sweep were set upon by the Italians. The 
destroyers knowing that Sydney and another destroyer were to the north of their position covering their operation 
retired in that direction with the Italians in hot pursuit. Frequent distress signals to Sydney for help came from the 
destroyers which Sydney received. These signals gave Captain Collins the course he needed to intercept the 
Italians before they did too much damage. Increasing speed and setting the necessary course he sent the crew to 
breakfast whilst maintaining radio silence.

Within an hour of the first destroyer signal Sydney and its accompanying destroyer had arrived on the scene 
with guns blazing which fooled the Italians into thinking they were up against two cruisers. They turned and began 
to flee.

In a running fight The Bande Nere was hit several times as was the Bartolomeo Colleoni which was stopped 
and later sunk by the destroyers. By the time Sydney had disengaged the rapidly vanishing Italian cruiser she had 
only six rounds of 6” shell left in her forward magazines. Sydney returned to her port of Alexandria to a tumultuous 
reception.

Convoy escort and bombardment duty continued and a feature of this activity was the constant air attacks. 
This duty continued through August until into November when whilst on an offensive sweep into the Adriatic by the 
Squadron Sydney took part in the sinking of four ships in an Italian convoy before rejoining the Fleet off Crete

Her remaining time in the Med was confined to covering convoys to and from Greece and Crete as well as to 
Malta and Gibraltar.

If this sounds a bit mundane the constant air attacks and submarine threats made sure they weren’t.
She was relieved by HMAS Perth a sister ship on 30th December after steaming 60,000 miles during 1940. 
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She sailed from Suez for Sydney on 12th January 1941 and was diverted along the way to carry out searches for 
two German commerce raiders reported in the northern Indian Ocean. After refit in Sydney she resumed her duty 
as convoy escort both in eastern and western Australian waters as she had at the outbreak of the war. The story 
of her loss with all hands  in her fight with the German raider Kormoran whilst on that duty is of course too well 
known.

For 2021 the intention is to commemorate the work of the RAAF in 1941 in the many theatres it served in both 
Europe, North Africa, the Levant, Malaya and the South West Pacific as well as at Home. 

The RAAF like the Navy in 1940 was reliant on its Reserve for experienced officers and men and women to get 
their respective services working properly and it was great good fortune on their part that the experience was there 
to accomplish the work with some success which manifested itself as the war progressed.

Editor, Congratulations Noel you do a fantastic job in Wondai.

South Burnett Parkinson’s Support Group
Meetings were 

cancelled for March and 
April and May due to 
the covid 19 pandemic. 
Further advice will 
follow at a later date re 
this month’s activities. 
Although we have not 
had any face to face time 
since February several 
members have kept 
in touch via phone or 
email. Each member will 
have received a letter in 
the post from Carmen 
containing a hug card 
and an inspiration card 
as a way to put a smile on 
your face. For those living 
alone and feeling lonely it 
is important to have that 
communication.

Our best wishes to Elva who has been slowed down 
with an ankle injury sustained during helping around 
the property. Our thoughts are also with Wanda who is 
presently in Toowoomba hospital having plenty of blood 
tests to determine her illness. Get Well Soon to any others 
who may be in poorer health or who are feeling emotionally 
low.

Happy April birthday to Carmen who was surprised with 
a bunch of flowers picked by Garry from the garden. What 
a special gesture. 

Members can phone Carmen (5486 1268) or Darryl 
(4168 3116) to get any updates or just to have a chat. 

PQI (Parkinson’s Qld Inc) is working hard to 
communicate with coordinators about the current situation 
and our group obligations. There are $5 Associate 
Memberships available to show support for the work that 
PQI is doing for those not wanting full membership. Phone 
PQI for further information on 1800 644 189.

Parkinson’s disease is a progressive disease for which there is presently no cure. Each person with  
Parkinson’s presents differently. There are many physical, as well as cognitive symptoms that a person may have.

Carmen Emery-Strathdee, Coordinator, South Burnett Parkinson’s Support Group, 07 5486 1268
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Goomeri’s Giant Pumpkin

On Saturday March 14th 2020 in conjunction with the Twilight Food Markets in Goomeri, the giant pumpkin 
statue in market square was unveiled by Gympie Mayor Mick Curran and Phyllis Hopf.

This 500kg statue is hand crafted from Indonesian green stone, and has been mounted on a metal plinth on a 
raised concrete block. This blocks surface is covered with mosaics of pumpkins, flowers and vines all leading up 
towards the giant pumpkin on top.

Mayor Curran spoke about the pumpkin and let Phyllis tell the story of how the pumpkin came to Goomeri. This 
is the true story.

The pumpkin was found in Indonesia by a trader, who shipped it to a Brisbane warehouse then they looked for 
a buyer. About 18 months ago it was offered to the Goomeri Pumpkin Festival Committee. His asking price was 
more than the festival could afford at that time, so the offer lapsed. Phyllis then decided to buy the pumpkin and 
donate it to the town. (Goomeri Pumpkin Town known for the festival.)

Now owning the pumpkin, next step was where to put it. A place was selected, but main roads would not permit 
it. Originally a cement square in a park and pumpkin placed on it.

However Gympie Council decided to let the pumpkin be mounted in the new railway park close to the street. 
The pumpkin had to be mounted on a steel support, firmly fixed. The Council said it was raised on a cement 
support in the park. Goomeri Engineering Works did all the steel works while Gary and a band of helpers did the 
big job of cementing.

At last, the pumpkin was in place, but looked unfinished. The festival found a lady who could do mosaic work, 
so she was commissioned to do all four sides and top to cover the cement. All sides are different with pumpkins, 

flowers and vines all leading to the giant pumpkin on top. The pumpkin is still 
natural stone colouring with a protective clear coating to protect it.

Mayor Curran suggested they would put a small cement path around it with 
a low garden.

Visitors can stand beside the pumpkin for photos. Phyllis paid for everything 
to do with the pumpkin and donated it to the town of Goomeri to enjoy.

A plaque is being placed on the pumpkin for the town. It is a really beautiful 
piece of art for our town, to be here forever.

Phyllis is a very proud Goomeri Ite now, having lived on a beautiful property 
at Cinnabar for a long time.

Photo’s courtesy South Burnett Online. 
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$500,000 Project Unveiled In Nanango

South Burnett CEO Nina Temperton and Heritage Nanango Community Funding chair Wendy Zerbst on the site 
of the new building which will be erected in the Heritage Lodge mini-estate

May 29, 2020
Planning has begun for the final stage of Nanango’s Heritage Lodge project after the announcement on Friday 

of a $250,000 grant from Heritage Nanango Community Funding.
The grant will be matched dollar-for-dollar by South Burnett CTC.
Heritage Lodge provides long-term housing for people with disabilities. The mini-estate in Dalby Street has 

been a long-term project between South Burnett CTC and Heritage Nanango.
Planning began in 2012 with the first stage officially opened in 2016.
There are currently eight units on site, in four duplexes.
South Burnett CEO Nina Temperton said the new extension would be a five-bedroom building which 

will house four residents and a carer.
It will have the same footprint as the existing duplexes and be built in the same style to match the rest of the 

estate.
A shed will also be constructed nearby to serve as a garage, storage area and possibly a communal workshop.
Heritage Nanango Community Funding chair Wendy Zerbst said the fund had been happy to back the project.
“We have been pleased to support it since it all began,” she said.
Nina and Wendy emphasised this latest stage had received no government funding.
“It is just us – CTC and Heritage,” Nina said.
Wendy said the HNCF was delighted to be making a real difference in the lives of Heritage Lodge residents.
HNCF is a not-for-profit, volunteer-run organisation.
It distributes its share of Heritage Community Branch Nanango profits back to the community in grants for local 

organisations and events.
Courtesy South Burnett Online
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Target Responds To Online Petition

South Burnett Mayor Brett Otto and Cr Kathy Duff outside Murgon’s Target Country store 
(Photo: Cr Kathy Duff)

June 2, 2020
The online petition launched by South Burnett councillor Kathy Duff in a bid to save the Murgon Target Country 

store has attracted an official response on the petition webpage.
As previously reported, the answer is not positive for Murgon residents who had been hoping the store could be 

turned into a mini Kmart.
Target managing director Marina Joanou responded on the change.org petition page:
Since our announcement last week about the closure of our Murgon store, we have been overwhelmed by 

messages of concern and support from our customers. The decision to make such significant changes to our 
business has not been easy, and particularly the very difficult decision to close stores is not one that is made 
lightly, but it is absolutely necessary for the survival and sustainability of the broader business and the thousands 
of people we employ.

We are very aware that what was announced will have a significant impact on many people, most importantly 
our team members and their customers, and on regional communities where stores will be closing.

In regional Australia, only about half of our Target Country stores are suited to being converted to smaller 
format Kmart stores because they meet a range of criteria including location, population catchments and being 
large enough to make the small format model work.

Regrettably, many of our regional stores are not suitable for conversion, and while we appreciate the sentiment 
behind, and intent of, your petition to convert or keep the store open, we are unable to revisit the decision.

We acknowledge this is a tough time for our team members and for our customers, and we will support them 
and you as best we can. We continue to focus on improving our online shopping offer within Target and our digital 
capability across Kmart, Target and Catch. We’re working hard to retain, as best we can, the convenience our 
customers currently have access to in store, by providing a range of online pickup and delivery options right across 
Australia.

We know there is little we can say that will ease your disappointment over the closure of our Murgon store, but 
we hope that this information provides additional context around what was a difficult but necessary decision.

The petition had attracted 3440 signatures by 3:15pm on Tuesday, with many more collected on paper copies 
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located around Murgon and in Member for Nanango Deb Frecklington’s office in Kingaroy.
You can rest assured the Murgon Business Association, Councillor Kathy Duff and South Burnett Mayor Brett 

Otto are vigorously working with the community to try and overcome this hurdle or to attract a new store owner in 
our community. We are working on several other large projects which may come to fruition. 

We wish to thank everyone for signing and supporting our petition, still available till 30th June. As the President 
of the Murgon Business & Development Association, Leo Geraghty, said in the South Burnett Times within 24 
hours we had more than 3.000 people sign a petition and they would have to be a complete fool not to consider it 
or get a developer to expand their current store on the land they own and lease it back.

Deb supports work of our JP’s

 The work of the South Burnett’s Justices of the Peace has been supported through Round 11 of Member for 
Nanango, Deb Frecklington’s, Local Hero Grants.

Mrs Frecklington said she was delighted to support these hardworking ‘quiet achievers’ who give so much of 
their time to helping the community.

“The QJA South Burnett Branch helps promote the work of our local Justices of the Peace and Commissioners 
for Declarations and they approached me to assist with a small grant for their organisation,” Mrs Frecklington said.

“I have always felt it was very important to recognise the work of JP’s, who are there to help with documents 
and guidance, at often very important moments of our life. 

“This funding will help the South Burnett Branch to purchase some promotional materials like pull-up banners 
and other signage to help recognise and promote the work of JP’s.

“My Local Hero Grants are available for community groups from the Nanango Electorate. They provide an 
opportunity to show my support, thanks and appreciation for all our hardworking volunteer groups who make such 
a difference for our community,” Deb said.

“I would also like to congratulate the Kilkivan Swimming Club, Nanango Stressbusters and Wondai Garden 
Expo who were also successful with their Round 11 applications,” she said.

The closing date for Round Twelve is 31 August. If you would like to apply, please go to www.debfrecklington.
com.au or contact the Electorate office on 4190 7100 for the guidelines.

Photo: QJA South Burnett Branch President, Mr Peter Verbakel (right) and member, Marian Petersen, with 
their Deb Frecklington Local Hero Grant.
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South Burnett volunteers receive a boost during National Volunteer Week
Murgon Men’s Shed and Graham House will share $7500 in grants to support South Burnett volunteers, 

Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien announced today.
 The grants awarded are between $1,000 and $5,000, and will enable organisations in Wide Bay to better 

support their volunteers to purchase small equipment, pay fuel, transport and training costs, as part of the $9 
million Australian Government Volunteers Grants Program.

 “South Burnett communities have been significantly affected by the prolonged drought; the bushfires late last 
year, and now the challenges posed by COVID-19, and volunteers are there at each step of the way to lend a 
helping hand,” Mr O’Brien said.

 “Graham House Community Centre has been a pillar of strength and support for the community for many 
years, and I am pleased to help their volunteers with a $4,000 grant to cover fuel and transport costs.

“Murgon Men’s Shed is a fantastic community hub that not only supports social inclusion but also provides 
assistance to other local organisations, and its volunteers will be recognised with a $3,500 grant for craft materials, 
fuel and transport costs.

“This funding will go a long way to ensuring volunteers to continue their important work in the community. Their 
contribution is vital to ensuring that we continue to support families, provide employment pathways for young 
people and strengthen community resilience.

 “I thank all volunteers everywhere for the work they do and congratulate these organisations for the difference 
they continue to make to Murgon and the South Burnett.”

National Volunteer Week runs from 18-24 May and is run by Volunteering Australia. You can get involved in the 
online activities by visiting the Volunteering Australia www.volunteeringaustralia.org/update-on-national-volunteer-
week-2020/#/.

A sad time to lose this paper. Thank you to the South Burnett Times staff who have provided our local news in 
paper form for so many years. Remember Bill Robert’s and Hub Rattles!! My Grandmother worked there when it 
was called the Kingaroy Herald. I feel sorry for the elderly who don’t have computers!! My best wishes to the staff 
who have lost their jobs and to everyone who has lost out because of this major change for our community. 

Kathy Duff
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Successful Community Grants recipients announced 
Successful applicants through Round Two (2) of South Burnett Regional Council’s Community Grants 

Program have been announced.
With the declaration of the COVID-19 pandemic, the finalisation of community grants applications submitted in 

February 2020, and subsequent successful announcements, were put on hold in order to reassess the applications 
and align them with imposed restrictions and timelines.

“It was important that when the Community Grants Program funding was released, that community groups 
could commence their various projects, activities and events,” Mayor Otto said.

“Factors such as need, impact, next available funding round and the wider expectations relating to COVID-19 
restrictions were considered in approving applications.”

The approval of activities in principle, along with confirmation required that the activity would go ahead as been 
one way the Council has been able to continue to support future events.

“At this time, more than ever, Council is focused on supporting our community groups to rebuild the social 
fabric. Over the coming months, Council will be working with our stakeholders to provide relief initiatives to ease 
the economic burden on our community,” Mayor Otto said.

Successful applicants include:
• South Burnett Equestrian Group - Official Measuring Bay - $1,000.00
• Nanango Sporting Association - Paint Clubhouse Exterior - $2,000.00
• Blackbutt & District Tourism Association - Story Boards of Benarkin - $839.00
• Durong Bowls Club - Durong Clubhouse Security - $2,000.00
• Wondai Rifle Club - Bench Rest Facilities - $1,000.00
• Brooklands Rural Fire Brigade - Fire Station Extension - $3,000.00
• Queensland Dairy & Heritage Museum - Childhood Memories - $2,600.00
• National Council of Women of Queensland Inc. - SBRC Bursary Sponsorship 2020 - $1,000.00
• The South Burnett Pantry - External Shade and Meals Areas for Customers - $2,475.00
• Wondai Hospital Auxiliary - Forest view Piano Reviews - $3,000.00
• South Burnett Western Performance Club - Grounds Beautification Project - $400.00
For further information on community grants or to view a full list of successful applicants funded under Round 

2 of South Burnett Regional Council’s Community Grants Program please visit Council’s website - ‘Grants and 
Funding’ page, call Council’s Community Development Grants Officer on 4189 9100 or email. Round 1 of the 
2020-21 Community Grants Program will open in August 2020.

 

BITES AND STINGS
In any country area, there are various common creatures that can deliver a painful – or dangerous – bite or 
sting. Some people may even exhibit a severe reaction - anaphylaxis.

Here are a few First Aid hints for bites and stings: 
Cold Pack  - bee, ant, wasp (keep alert for severe reaction)
                         red back spider, centipede, scorpion   - 
fire ant (after washing area with soapy water; don’t burst blisters)
Pressure Immobilisation Technique (firm/pressure bandage > splint > rest > reassure > 000) - 

all snake bites
      - 
funnel web and mouse spiders  
Remove  - whole ticks (use fine-tipped forceps on head; don’t squeeze body)  
NOTE:  
Severe allergic reaction (Anaphylaxis

  Casualty should lie flat - or, if breathing is difficult, sit still                       
 If casualty has prescribed adrenaline auto-injector, help them to use it    

Phone 000 for ambulance      
If breathing stops, commence CPR
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Paradise Dam report backs LNP plan for more testing
Thursday 21 May, 2020
LNP Leader Deb Frecklington today called for an immediate halt to the tearing down of the Paradise Dam wall after 

the Commission of Inquiry’s report into the dam recommended that further testing be completed.
“The report states that the former Labor Government charged with constructing the dam failed in its basic 

responsibility to ensure a proper and adequate build,” Ms Frecklington said. 
“The report highlights issues around the project’s management, materials and methods which make for sobering 

reading. 
“The lack of proper peer revision was cited as a major example of the failed construction process. The construction 

project was flawed from the top down.
“The buck stops with former Premier Peter Beattie and the former Labor Government that rushed the construction 

and cut corners to save time and money. 
“The report endorses the expert advice calling for further testing to be undertaken before the wall is torn down. 
“The fact that the Government has accepted the Commission’s findings, including that there needs to be more 

testing, is an endorsement for Paradise Dam.
“It is time for the Government to abandon its plan to spend $100 million tearing down the wall when clearly more 

testing is urgently needed.” 
In response to the findings of the investigation, the LNP has committed to working with experts, including Dr Paul 

Rizzo, to fix Paradise Dam. 
A Deb Frecklington LNP Government will:  
Implement the testing regime recommended by Dr Rizzo. 
Direct Sunwater to work with Dr Rizzo on the design of the stabilisers – recognising the expert experience Dr 

Rizzo has in stabilising the Bagnell Dam in Missouri USA, which impounds Lake of the Ozarks, the largest man-
made lake in the USA. 

Expand the Commission of Inquiry into the construction of the dam to investigate missing documents, 
design issues and the apron fault.  

An LNP government would also investigate and progress more upstream and downstream water storage options, 
reflecting the party’s plan for future water security in Queensland.

 “The Bundaberg Regional Council and Bundaberg Fruit and Vegetable Growers commissioned a study which found 
$2.4 billion would be wiped from the Queensland economy over the next 30 years if Paradise Dam was lowered,” Mr 
Bennett said.

 “The decision to pull down the dam will have huge repercussions for jobs and locals deserve the truth.
Member for Bundaberg David Batt said the people of Wide Bay deserved water security. 
“Fixing Paradise Dam and exploring all options both downstream and upstream are priorities for the LNP.
“If you have water you have jobs, it’s that simple. Queensland needs more dams and weirs, not less. 
The Commission of Inquiry report can be downloaded at: 
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2020/5620T801.pdf

Donate a Bear
Donate an RACQ LifeFlight Rescue bear to a child in hospital so they have a fur-ever friend to keep them company.
Hospital can be a scary place, but your gift will bring smiles to kids when they need it most. Your bear will be 

delivered directly to a QLD hospital to surprise and comfort unwell children.
Each purchase of an RACQ LifeFlight Rescue Bear helps us save lives by funding vital aeromedical rescues across 

Queensland.
We flew 138 helicopter and 39 Air Ambulance missions in April.

Challenge yourself and help us fly in July
While everyday life has slowed down for many, performing lifesaving missions is a 24/7 job. With that in mind, your 

support is urgently needed to help keep our choppers in the sky and saving Queensland lives! 
Did you know one of our helicopters can fly up to 20,000km in a month? 

For the month of July, we’re challenging the QLD community to run, walk or ride a combined 20,000km to match our 
chopper’s distance while raising funds for RACQ LifeFlight Rescue!
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$10 million boost for local councils in Wide Bay
Councils in Wide Bay will receive a share of $500 million in federal funding under a new Local Roads and 

Community Infrastructure Program, Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien announced today. 
Mr O’Brien said the Federal Liberal and Nationals Government will also bring forward $1.3 billion of the 2020-21 

Financial Assistance Grant payments. 
“This is a significant investment by the Morrison Government that will support local jobs and businesses in Wide 

Bay and give a boost to our local economies struggling under the effects of COVID-19,” Mr O’Brien said. 
Funding allocations for the new Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program are based on the 

successful Roads to Recovery formula and will enable local councils to deliver priority projects with a focus on new 
upgrades to local roads and building new community facilities.

 Mr O’Brien said accelerating new road and community projects was important for supporting jobs and the local 
economy.

“Every single local job we support makes a huge difference in Wide Bay communities, right now and in the 
future, as we navigate out of the coronavirus pandemic,” Mr O’Brien said. 

“This package will go a long way to supporting jobs, construction businesses and the economy across Wide 
Bay, it will improve our local roads and it will provide new and upgraded amenities to help communities stay 
connected.

“The funding is deliberately directed towards our local councils to help them create and sustain local jobs in 
local businesses through local supply chains.

“I encourage Fraser Coast, Gympie, Noosa, Sunshine Coast, South Burnett and Cherbourg councils to bring 
forward suitable projects with broad community support so they can deliver the economic and social benefits this 
funding is designed to support.”

Local road projects to be delivered under the Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program include 
constructing or improving bridges and tunnels, street lighting, and heavy vehicle facilities such as rest areas.

A broad range of community infrastructure projects will be eligible including new or upgraded bicycle and 
walking paths, community facilities, and picnic shelters and barbeque facilities at parks.

Under the Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program the following funding allocations will be made to 
the following local councils that fall entirely or partially within the Wide Bay electorate this financial year:

Fraser Coast Regional Council - $1,912,057 
Gympie Regional Council - $1,361,802 
Noosa Council - $790,346 
Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council - $39,849 
Noosa Council - $790,346 
South Burnett Regional Council $1,644,465 
Sunshine Coast Regional Council $3,653,767 
Funding under the new Local Road and Community Infrastructure Program will be available from 1 July, and 

projects will need to be completed by the end of the financial year.
“Councils have the capacity and experience to use this funding boost and funding advance to create and sustain 

local jobs by upgrading roads, building facilities, and providing the services local communities need.  
Guidelines for the Program will be provided directly to local governments by the Department of Infrastructure, 

Transport, Regional Development and Communications.
Allocations under the Financial Assistance Grant and Local Road and Community Infrastructure Program can be 

found at https://investment.infrastructure.gov.au/lrci. 

The manager of a retirement home was collecting the mail one day when two poor guys turned up, looking for 
work. Feeling sorry for them, the manager asks if they’d like to chop some firewood in return for some money. 
They enthusiastically agree, and the manager goes to the tool shed and finds a couple of axes for them. Some 

time later, as the manager is in his office, he looks out the window and notices one of the guys doing some 
amazing acrobatics on the back lawn. He’s jumping in the air, doing cartwheels and swinging from branch to 

branch. He watches in awe as he swings from a branch, does a flip mid air, and lands with another cartwheel. He 
calls the other guy over to the window and says, That friend of yours is marvelous, I’d like him to perform for the 

senior citizens here- it might pep them up a bit. Do you think he would accept $100? Well, responds the guy, I 
dunno, I’ll have to ask him.

Hey Norm! For $100 would you chop off another toe?
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Barambah Ministers Association, Sharing the warmth and care 
we share as Australians.

Last week I was speaking with an elderly member of our community. She remarked how this year has been 
the strangest she can remember. The lack of social contact and normality of life has been damaged. Feelings of 
loneliness and depression are seeping in some people as they struggle with social companionship. While this is 
true for all Australians it has been more so for the Christians in our society. Thursday marked the end of the Easter 
period which goes for forty days. Our scripture tells us that forty days after the Resurrection, Jesus ascended in 
the presence of his closest friends. 

The week leading up to Easter is usually filled with special liturgies and celebration. It is the high point in the 
Christians year. This year, however, has been different. Instead of gathering and celebrating/commemorating as 
a community of believers Australian Christians this year were isolated and many were alone. This was especially 
true for the elderly. Faith, routine and community was diminished. Many do not readily engage or receive solace 
via the internet. 

Faith is based on our personal belief in God and as Christians, Jesus Christ. Our prayer life and personal 
relationship is the bedrock. Christianity is not; however, a private faith. Jesus did not preach an individual and 
private faith. From the begin Jesus gathered people and formed a community which we call church. Christians 
gathered together to communally praise God and to give strength, support and encouragement to each other. On 
the fiftieth day after the Resurrection God would send down the Holy Spirit upon the community of believers as 
they gathered together, not as they sat alone in prayer. We call this Pentecost.

As we start to move through this crisis we need to start to reconnect and reach out to others. In a region as 
dispersed and remote as ours there is a portion our community who have had, because of medical advice, gone 
into isolation. Many of them are vulnerable and lonely. We need to reach out and lift them up. Show them that they 
are not alone and are cherished. When we do this we can raise them from depression and show them the warmth 
and care we share as Australians.

Bryan J Pipins, Parish Priest , St Joseph’s Parish Murgon

Rail Trails keep us moving

Our Rail Trails have proven to be fantastic assets during the coronavirus lockdowns. While we haven’t been 
able to travel far, locals have enjoyed still being able to head out for a walk, run or bike ride on the trails that run 
through the Somerset and South Burnett.
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The Proston Men’s Shed making rapid progress and it even has a little bit of pink to brighten it up

Age Pension Guide update now available
An updated guide with information about the Age Pension is now available from Federal Member for Wide Bay 

Llew O’Brien’s office and website.
 “Each September and March, the Age Pension payment rates are increased and other details affecting the Age 

Pension are updated and this year, changes have been made to some payments due to COVID-19,” Mr O’Brien 
said.    

To make the changes easier to understand, Mr O’Brien has released an updated 2020 Age Pension Guide 
explaining the terms and conditions that apply to the Age Pension along with other helpful information.

“The Age Pension rules can be complicated and confusing, so this Guide is produced to ensure Wide Bay 
pensioners have access to information that is clear and easy to understand,” Mr O’Brien said.

“The Guide contains a series of commonly asked questions as well as information about the guidelines, 
payments and eligibility tests that relate to the Age Pension.”

Mr O’Brien said a range of factors could affect Age Pension payments, including the income and asset tests, 
deeming rates and other provisions. 

“The asset and income tests have been adjusted as part of the Australian Government’s economic response to 
Coronavirus, and this can change the amount of assistance that pensioners are able to receive, so it is important 
that people have access to the latest information about the support that is available.

“The Guide also provides useful information about the Coronavirus Supplement, Pension Bonus and Work 
Bonus Schemes, the Carer Payment and Allowance, as well as health and concession cards that are available to 
pensioners.

 The Age Pension Guide is available free of charge and can be ordered by telephoning 4121 2936, or 
downloaded through the One Stop Shop section of Mr O’Brien’s website www.llewobrien.com.au
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 Prep and Year One students at Wheatland’s State School enjoying being back at school.
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Funding boost to help farmers control pest, weeds scourge
Drought-affected communities across the Wide Bay-Burnett region will receive Australian Government support 

in their battle to control pest animals and weeds.
 A consortium of Bundaberg, North Burnett and South Burnett Regional Council’s has been successful under 

Round 2 of the Communities Combating Pest and Weed Impacts During Drought Program.
 Federal MPs Keith Pitt, Llew O’Brien and Ken O’Dowd have congratulated the councils on the $338,000 grant.
 “Managing pests and weeds is a significant cost for local farmers, in particular during the drought,” Federal 

Member for Hinkler Keith Pitt said.
 “The capacity of our farmers to manage pests and weeds during drought is reduced because they are dealing 

with other challenges such as feeding livestock and keeping their farm businesses running.
 “Weeds compete with fodder and native plants. Pest animals like wild dogs and feral pigs wreak havoc, 

undermining drought management activities and recovery efforts, and can threaten both livestock and native 
animals.

 “The project will expand existing surveillance and control of prickly acacia, honey locust and African boxthorn 
in the upper catchment of the Burnett River, as well as develop a community-led pest animal working groups to 
coordinate pest management activities across the three local government areas,” Mr Pitt said.

 Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien said as well as helping land-owners manage pest animals, the 
project would create employment.

 “This project is a win-win for land-holders, the environment, and local workers who will benefit from jobs 
created in pest management roles,” Mr O’Brien said.

 Federal Member for Flynn Ken O’Dowd said drought recovery for locals was a slow process but $338,000 
worth of funding would help landholders manage 
the issue.

 “Central Queensland was officially drought 
declared by the Federal Government in May last 
year and it’s been an uphill battle for producers who 
are now struggling to control parthenium, rats tail 
grass as a result of the big dry,” Mr O’Dowd said. 

 “Local landholders will now be better equipped 
to manage pests like feral pigs as well as feed their 
livestock.”

 Communities Combating Pest and Weed 
Impacts During Drought Program funding is used 
by local councils to support farmers and land 
managers reduce the impacts of pest animals and 
weeds on agriculture and the environment, and to 
stimulate local economies and employment.

 For more details about the Program visit www.
agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/drought/assistance/
pest-management

 Fast Facts:
Nationally, the annual cost of established 

vertebrate pest animals is about $800m and 
over $4 billion for weeds in production losses 
and control activities. 

A 2016 survey undertaken by ABARES found 
that agricultural businesses spend an average 
of $7,023 yearly on pest animal management 
activities and an average of $17,917 yearly on 
weed management activities. 

Round 1 of the Program saw $15m delivered 
in 2018-19 for 48 pest and weed management 
and wild dog exclusion fencing projects in 
drought-affected areas. 
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Members of the Australian Defence Force have been helping out at the SB PCYC in Murgon. They’ve been 
staying there while helping to man the health checkpoint on the Cherbourg Road.

Two of our favorite customers, at the Murgon Café Bar were the first to enjoy our outdoor seating for the first 
time in 10 weeks & I don’t mind telling you they were super excited about enjoying their coffee out of a mug sitting 
at their favorite table.
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Skeet (Paul Brunjes) owner of the Murgon Fruit Mart came up with the idea of how could he change the face of the 
side of his building with the help of some budding artists

Thank you to Skeet Paul Brunjes for sponsoring the cash 
prizes & for a wonderful watermelon & oranges afternoon tea. 
Thank you to Gina Oberle for providing a free haircut to all the 
participants. Thank you to Danny Summers for putting up the 
wall & starting the competition with a smiley face. Councillor 
Kathy Duff donated $10 to each participant,  

Cr Kathy Duff had to bring in some big guns to help with the 
judging, thanks for stepping in to help Gina Oberle!! Far too 
many amazing entries...

Congratulations to the winners Danielle & Jess Coughlin & 
the placegetters & all of the participants in the Murgon Fruit Mart 
Ray of Sunshine South Burnett art competition. Kahlia Pidgeon, 
Mahayla Kajewski, Jade McCann, Danielle & Jess Coughlin 
1st, Zane Burnett 2nd (Bananas in pyjamas), Renae Waldock, 
Taelwyn Waldock, Rohan Large 3rd, Murgon Child Care, 

QCWA 
QCWA Gympie and South Burnett Division wish to extend an open invitation to those who would be interested 

in joining our organisation. We are establishing a new group in the Murgon area with already some interest. If you 
would like to come along or join up with one of our many branches that are already established throughout the 
region please contact me via email qcwagsbdivision140@gmail.com or join us on Wednesday 15th July, 2020 at 
9.45am for 10am start. This meeting will be held in our Murgon Rooms, Macalister Street, Murgon. So please join 
us with your friends and discover the rewards of being a CWA member.

Details are on our facebook page. Hope to see you there.             Division President: Julia Ashcroft

1st 2nd 3rd
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Two good stories- (and both true)...really interesting!  
Don’t miss the end part

 STORY NUMBER ONE
 Many Years ago, Al Capone virtually owned Chicago.  Capone wasn’t famous for anything heroic.  He was 

notorious for enmeshing the windy city in everything from bootlegged booze and prostitution to murder.
 Capone had a lawyer nicknamed “Easy Eddie.”  He was Capone’s lawyer for a good reason.  Eddie was very 

good!  In fact, Eddie’s skill at legal maneuvering kept Big Al out of jail for a long time.
To show his appreciation, Capone paid him very well.. Not only was the money big, but Eddie got special 

dividends, as well.  For instance, he and his family occupied a fenced-in mansion with live-in help and all of the 
conveniences of the day. The estate was so large that it filled an entire Chicago City block.

Eddie lived the high life of the Chicago mob and gave little consideration to the atrocity that went on around 
him.

 Eddie did have one soft spot, however.  He had a son that he loved dearly.  Eddie saw to it that his young son 
had clothes, cars, and a good education.  Nothing was withheld.   Price was no object.

And, despite his involvement with organized crime, Eddie even tried to teach him right from wrong.  Eddie 
wanted his son to be a better man than he was.

Yet, with all his wealth and influence, there were two things he couldn’t give his son; he couldn’t pass on a good 
name or a good example.

 One day, Easy Eddie reached a difficult decision.  Easy Eddie wanted to rectify wrongs he had done.
He decided he would go to the authorities and tell the truth about Al “Scarface” Capone, clean up his tarnished 

name, and offer his son some resemblance of integrity.  To do this, he would have to testify against The Mob, and 
he knew that the cost would be great.  So, he testified. 

Within the year, Easy Eddie’s life ended in a blaze of gunfire on a lonely Chicago Street.  But in his eyes, he 
had given his son the greatest gift he had to offer, at the greatest price he could ever pay..  Police removed from 
his pockets a rosary, a crucifix, a religious medallion, and a poem clipped from a magazine.

The poem read:
“The clock of life is wound but once, and no man has the power to tell just when the hands will stop, at late or 

early hour.  Now is the only time you own.  Live, love, toil with a will.  Place no faith in time.  For the clock may 
soon be still.”

 
STORY NUMBER TWO
World War II produced many heroes. One such man was Lieutenant Commander Butch O’Hare.
He was a fighter pilot assigned to the aircraft carrier Lexington in the South Pacific.
 One day his entire squadron was sent on a mission.  After he was airborne, he looked at his fuel gauge and 

realized that someone had forgotten to top off his fuel tank.
He would not have enough fuel to complete his mission and get back to his ship.
His flight leader told him to return to the carrier.  Reluctantly, he dropped out of formation and headed back to 

the fleet.
As he was returning to the mother ship, he saw something that turned his blood cold; a squadron of Japanese 

aircraft was speeding its way toward the American-fleet.
 The American fighters were gone on a sortie, and the fleet was all but defenseless.  He couldn’t reach his 

squadron and bring them back in time to save the fleet.  Nor could he warn the fleet of the approaching danger.  
There was only one thing to do.  He must somehow divert them from the fleet.

Laying aside all thoughts of personal safety, he dove into the formation of Japanese planes.  Wing-mounted 50 
caliber’s blazed as he charged in, attacking one surprised enemy plane and then another.  Butch wove in and out 
of the now broken formation and fired at as many planes as possible until all his ammunition was finally spent.

Undaunted, he continued the assault.  He dove at the planes, trying to clip a wing or tail in hopes of damaging 
as many enemy planes as possible, rendering them unfit to fly.

 Finally, the exasperated Japanese squadron took off in another direction.
Deeply relieved, Butch O’Hare and his tattered fighter limped back to the carrier.
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Upon arrival, he reported in and related the event surrounding his return..  The film from the gun-camera 
mounted on his plane told the tale.  It showed the extent of Butch’s daring attempt to protect his fleet.  He had, in 
fact, destroyed five enemy aircraft.  This took place on February 20, 1942, and for that action Butch became the 
Navy’s first Ace of W.W.II, and the first Naval Aviator to win the Medal of Honor.

 A Year later Butch was killed in aerial combat at the age of 29.  His hometown would not allow the memory of 
this WW II hero to fade, and today, O’Hare airport in Chicago is named in tribute to the courage of this great man.

So, the next time you find yourself at O’Hare International, give some thought to visiting Butch’s memorial 
displaying his statue and his Medal of Honor.  It’s located between Terminals 1 and 2.

SO WHAT DO THESE TWO STORIES HAVE TO DO WITH EACH OTHER?
Butch O’Hare was “Easy Eddie’s” son.

MANY THANKS
After many years in Murgon, Senior Sergeant Lance Guteridge has been transferred to Warwick, we would like 

to thank him and his wife Nell and family for the years of service in our area and wish them well.
Senior Sergeant Lance Guteridge was the driving force behind the Blue Light association and donated much of 

his spare time to youth in sports associations and will be sadly missed at the bar-b-q stall at the Murgon St Joeys 
Fete.

Bjelke Petersen Dam, Fish Management Committee Inc.
Just a update on the AGM, as Yallakool on BP Dam will be closed we will not be having it there. Leo has kindly 

let us use a room at Clifton Motors 54 Macalister St Murgon for the AGM. It will still be held on Saturday 20th of 
June at 2pm. Also the 8 Marquees from the grant have now turned up so needing some space to house them. If 
anyone has room it will be much appreciated if not we will be looking at renting a storage unit in Murgon.

Wheatlands State School
Thank you for organising our PJ DAY. We LOVED IT !!!!

NHW Meeting 
For our first meeting since February and the challenging time we have all been experiencing, we are thinking about 

holding a NHW Meeting on Saturday afternoon 27th June at 2:00 pm for about an hour.
 Our venue would be in the grounds of the Qld Dairy & Heritage Museum where there is plenty of space to social 

distance. 
Please advise if you are interested in attending.

Kind Regards Phenella
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Breaking News!
The Liberal and Nationals’ Government 

continues to back small business by 
extending the $150,000 instant asset write-
off for six months to 31 December 2020.

Australian businesses with annual 
turnover up to $500 million will be able to 
take advantage of this extended timeframe 
to invest in assets to support their business 
as the economy reopens and Coronavirus 
health restrictions continue to be eased.

These measures will support more than 
3.5 million businesses.

They are designed to support business 
sticking with investment they had planned, 
and encouraging them to bring investment 
forward to support economic growth over the 
near term.

The instant asset write-off also helps to improve cash flow for businesses by bringing forward tax deductions for 
eligible expenditure. The threshold applies on a per asset basis, so eligible businesses can immediately write-off 
multiple assets provided each costs less than $150,000.

The extension will also give businesses additional time to acquire and install assets, as they will now have until 
the end of the year.

Assets can be new or second hand and could include for example a truck for a delivery business or a tractor for 
a farming business.

Crinkle Creek Garden
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STACEY Ph 4168 1181 - Mobile 0429 681 181

www.prattagencies.com.au

Real Estate - Livestock - Country Attire

Office: (07) 4168 2850
Stacey: 0429 681 181

www.prattagencies.com.au

Family home @ Wondai- 4 bedroom brick home with solar panels, 
single garage with access to house which has been lined and could be a 

bedroom, lounge room has AC and wood heater, Modern kitchen opens to 
dining area, Main and 2 bedrooms are also air conditioned, large outdoor 

entertaining area with large back yard and cemented pad for extra car 
storage behind privacy fence. Currently rented at $300/week  Priced to 

sell $249,000-

Lowset Brick 3 bedroom home in Murgon, built ins, two way bathroom 
(has separate shower and bathtub), ducted air throughout the house, 

security screens, large covered entertainment area, vege garden, garden 
shed, carport and fully fenced yard. This won’t last long $220,000-

Views to the whole region stretching as far as the Bunyas, home site ready 
to build on, 2 x 5000 gallon tanks ready to be connected, colourbond shed 

with shower and toilet with double carport, single bed donga and bathroom, 
fenced, bitumen frontage only minutes to Murgon. $149,000

SB PCYC 
We have received word that we have been 

successful in the following grant programs. 
Blue Edge (Blue Light) – we have been 

successful in obtaining funds to run the Blue Edge 
program for both High school and Primary school, 
twice per year for the next three years. This involves 
a 8-10 week program where youth engage in 
fitness, healthy eating and personal development 
to help youth create a healthy habit of kickstarting 
the school day. We are in the process of planning to 
begin in Term 3 of this year for high school students 
and term 4 this year for primary school students. 
Usually this program is run in term 2 and 4 of the 
school year, however changes have been made due 
to recent events. 

Breaking the Cycle program – I am very 
excited about this program. This program provides 
a vehicle and a supervisor to assist those in need 
of obtaining driving hours for their log book in order 
to obtain their drivers licence. We will receive a 
lease car and the funds to run the program one 
day a week for the next 5 years. When we start 
the planning process I will be looking for volunteer 
supervisors to assist. 

Kind regards Rene Bond, Branch Manager
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Welcome to Murgon’s new web site
Lots of stories, photos, events

download the Murgon Moments
A great place to Live, Work & Play

murgon.net.au

MURGON MOMENTS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE AT

 

Murgon.net.au/murgon moments

Get Involved - Have your Say, Grants, Prizes, Surveys, Events and Reviews
+ Important Links for COVID-19 information
• Eat Yourself to Health - Eat Up! and Branch Out! with Growcom’s new healthy eating campaign 
• NbN Co Scam Advice - Protect yourself from scammers. 
• Gambling Community Benefit Fund - Next round closes 30 June.  
• Community Road Safety Grants - Put your road safety idea into action. Opens 29 May. 
•  Volunteering and Volunteer Management in a Pandemic - A new resource developed by Volunteering Qld 

to assist volunteers. 
• Coronavirus Statistics - Data and maps on Queensland COVID-19 cases 
• Roadmap to easing Queensland Restrictions 
• Older Australians COVID-19 Support Line - 1800 171 866. 
•  Questions and Requests for Exemptions - Request exemptions and ask questions directly of Queensland’s 

Chief Health Officer 
• Aged Care Directive - Health Directives for visitors to Aged Care facilities 
• Jobs Hub - Linking Australians who have lost their jobs due to COVID-19 with new job opportunities 
•  Medical Review Changes for Drivers over 75 - Information on changes to requirements during COVID 

restrictions 
• Qld Health Direction on Home Confinement, Movement and Gathering 
• Qld Health Directive on non-essential business activity 
•  Darling Downs Hospital and Health Service - Facebook page with regular updates on COVID-19 and 

cases detected in the DDHHS region (South Burnett, Toowoomba etc) 
•  West Moreton Health - Facebook page with regular updates on COVID-19 and cases detected in the West 

Moreton Health region (Somerset, Ipswich etc) 
•  COVID-19 Support Hotline - 1800 173 349 - Helping Queenslanders in home quarantine or who have no 

other means of support. 
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   Advertising Charges
MURGON MOMENTS

 

The new employee needed a cup of coffee, so he 
dialed the number of the tea lady but unbeknown got 
the wrong number. 
When someone picked up the phone he said, Get me 
a coffee, will ya?
The reply came swiftly; do you know whom you are 
talking to? 
The other side asked.
No the employee replied.
You are talking to the director of this company the 
other side replied
The employee asked, Do you know who is talking on 
this side?
No. the director replied.
Good. Said the employee and put the phone down.

JOKE FOR
THE MONTH

$245.00 
inc GST

 All Ad Prices in Colour 

 SINGLE  12
 MONTHLY MONTHLY
 PRICE PRICE
 INC GST INC GST

 FULL PAGE (in colour) $600.00  $600.00

 1/2 PAGE $280.00  $260.00

 1/4 PAGE $125.00  $115.00

 LARGE MATCHBOX $75.00  $68.00

 COMB LARGE MATCHBOX $170.00  $158.00

 RH SMALL MATCHBOX $60.00  $53.00

 LH SMALL MATCHBOX $45.00  $38.00

 COMBINATION LARGE 
 MATCHBOX FRONT PAGE 
 (MAX 3 CONS ISSUES)
  IN COLOUR 

All prices include GST
OVER 3000 ISSUES PRINTED

   

   

ESSENTIAL SERVICES
EMERGENCY- AMBULANCE - POLICE - FIRE  000
BARAMBAH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTRE  41698600
BEYOND BLUE (National Depression Iniative)  1300224636
BIEDO  MURGON  0400 695 456
BJELKE-PETERSEN DAM - YALLAKOOL 41684746
BOONDOOMBA DAM-TOURIST PARK  41689694
CASTRA RETIREMENT HOME     41681076
CENTACARE COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS    41625439
CR KATHY DUFF        41680225
CRIME STOPPERS       1800 333 000
DEB FRECKLINGTON MLA STATE MEMBER FOR NANANGO  41907100
DENTIST - MURGON   41681540
DISASTER -          web site: dashboard.southburnett.qld.gov.au
DOCTOR - MURGON  41682722
FISHWATCH HOTLINE                  1800 017 116
GRAHAM HOUSE  41698400
HOSPITAL CHERBOURG 41698800
HOSPITAL MURGON      41689600
INFORMATION CENTRE MURGON  41899387
LEW O’BRIEN (FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WIDE BAY )      1300 301 968
LIBRARY MURGON    41899503
MURGON MOMENTS EDITOR                     0429 024 041
PARKS AND WILDLIFE (EPA)                              1300 130 372
PHARMACY MURGON       41681022
POISONS INFORMATION CENTRE    131126
POLICE LINK (TO REPORT NON URGENT INCIDENTS)   131444
POLICE CHERBOURG           41681166
POLICE MURGON                   41795222
PROSTON INFORMATION CENTRE       41685652
PROSTON LIBRARY         41689103
PROSTON POLICE          41689211
PURSERS BUSLINE 41681533
MURGON MUSEUM       41695001
RACQ       131111
SES MURGON      132500
SOUTH BURNETT  CTC       41627788
SOUTH BURNETT PCYC MURGON         41681889
SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL      41899100
SUICIDE CALL BACK SERVICE                        1300 659 467
TAXI MURGON      41681766
YALLAKOOL TOURIST PARK      41684746

THE PRODUCTION OF THIS FREE MAGAZINE IS
 ONLY MADE POSSIBLE BY YOU CONTINUING TO SUPPORT 

OUR ADVERTISERS
Please support those who support your local Community magazine
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CLOSING TIME
For all news items and advertisements is the 25th of each 

month and they are to be either EMAILED to
lgeraghty@datawave.net.au or delivered to 

Clifton Motors,
54 Macalister St, Murgon

SES EMERGENCY NUMBER
132500

• CCTV camera systems • Alarm systems 
• Alarm monitoring & serving • Nightly security patrols 

• Static guards • Traffic controllers & signage • Traffic management design
Locally owned and operated.

Ph/Fax: 07 4168 3269
Mobile: 0407 583 630 - E: office@sbsecurityandtraffic.com.au

Security Firm Licence #3454226 Class 1 & 2
Traffic Management Registration Scheme #003
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Skeet’s Ray of Sunshine Competition
A big thank you to Murgon Fruit Mart for supporting the Ray 
of Sunshine South Burnett campaign with a very popular art 
competition. Thank you to Danny Summers for providing 
the boards and installing them on the side of the Fruit shop 
and for painting the first big yellow smiley face☺ It was 
great to see so many people of all different ages have a 
go at painting something that would help to lift everyone’s 
spirits. I had the tough job of judging and was able to rope 
Gina Oberle into helping me. Gina kindly donated a free 
haircut for every participant. There were three main cash 
prizes donated by Murgon Fruit Mart. The first prize went 
to a team effort with a drawing done by Danielle and Jess 
Coughlin. Congratulations to the winners and place getters 
and thank you to everyone who participated in this great 
initiative to bring a smile to everyone’s faces as they drive 
past the Murgon Fruit Mart.
Online Community Prayers
We have finished the online community prayers as 
restrictions are starting to ease. There are now some small 
gatherings able to come together for prayers. It was a 
privilege to be involved with everyone who helped put them 
together. Thank you to the Barambah Minister’s Association 
and the Kingaroy & District Ministers Association for your 
participation and help. Thank you to Damien Martoo from 
the Martoo Review for the videoing and promotion on your 
Facebook page. Thank you to the locals who came to share 
their stories and to my beautiful niece Bridget for donating 
your time to sing some truly magnificent hymns. Thank you 
to former Mayor Keith Campbell and to the new Mayor Brett 
Otto for the closings prayers each time. A big shout out to 
the South Burnett Times, Crow fm and everyone who liked 
and shared the prayers on Facebook.  I would particularly 
like to thank those who watched and participated during the 
service. It made it very worthwhile to have so many people 
watching it live and actively participating. I hope that you all 
continue the prayers for our region into the future.
Target Country Petition
We have had an overwhelming response to the online 
petition. The Mayor asked for 2000 signatures by the end of 
June and we had 2000 signatures in just over 24 hours. We 
have over 3000 signatures now online and there are paper 
copies in shops right across the South Burnett and beyond. 
Both Cherbourg and Gympie Councils have come on board 
as well as Deb Frecklington and the Green Shirt Movement. 
They, along with hundreds of locals, are all helping to get the 
word out that we are not going to give up the fight to save 
our store. We want it to be a Kmart Hub as Target Country 
will no longer exist. It is an incredibly important shop for 
Murgon and for our region. Thank you to everyone for your 
help so far and please keep spreading the word. 
Llew O’Brien Supports an Art Precinct
This has been a dream for a very long time. Thanks to the 
Creative Country Association for putting in an application and 
achieving $1,596,514 through the Federal Government’s 
Building Better Regions Funding. We will soon have an Art 
Gallery, a Fossil Museum and an Art Therapy Workshop. 

When I heard the news I was so excited I wanted to do 
star jumps on top of the water tower in Murgon. Thank you 
sincerely to Llew O’Brien for funding this project.
South Burnett Times Closure
I was saddened to hear of the closure of the paper version 
of the South Burnett Times. The late Bill Robert’s, through 
the South Burnett Times, with Hub Rattles was Australia’s 
longest running newspaper columnist. My grandmother 
worked at the South Burnett Times when it was known as 
the Kingaroy Herald. I know a lot of people still rely heavily 
on the paper version and do not enjoy or are unable to read 
a paper online. I always look forward to the paper and I am 
hoping that someone will fill the gap that will be left behind. I 
would like to wish the South Burnett Times team all the best 
as they face a changing future.
Meet me in the Murgon Office 
I am normally out and about at functions but due to covid 
19 we have all had to put these events on hold. I always 
try to make myself available and will travel to meet you 
at your home or wherever suits you but just for a trial and 
to hopefully make myself more accessible, I will be in the 
Murgon office on Monday June 22nd from 9.00am until 12 
noon and then from 2.00pm until 5.00pm. This will be an 
opportunity for you to come along and discuss with me any 
issues or concerns that you would like me to follow up on. 

Contact Details
Please contact me if you have an issue that you would like 
me to follow up. Cr Kathy Duff (Division 5) South Burnett 

Regional Council (Deputy Mayor)
Phone 07 41680225 or 0437020705 or 
email kduff@southburnett.qld.gov.au

Caring for our Community

Kathy’s Comments
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PH: 4168 1244  
FAX: 4168 1094

126 Lamb Street, Murgon

MURGON

Painting & Decorating

New work • Repaints
Insurance work • Flooring • Roofs

Kurt Vincent

0438 832 258
Kurtvincent86@outlook.com

QBCC 15133819
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PHYSIOTHERAPIST:
Katie Zerner

MASSAGE THERAPIST:
Jo Weldon

LIFE AND WELLNESS 
COACH: 

Katie Zerner
Suite 2, Post Office Corner

Phone:  4168 3883

KITCHEN  •  WARDROBES  •  VANITIES
SECURITY DOORS  •  FLY SCREENS
SHOWER SCREENS  •  REGLAZING

TIMBER & GLASS CUT TO SIZE

Ph: 07 4168 2600 
Fax: 07 4168 2610 Mobile: 0409 821 047

12 Retschlag St, Murgon 4605

The program is open from today until 31 December 
2020, and construction must be contracted to 
commence within three months of the contract date.

HomeBuilder applicants will be subject to eligibility 
criteria, including income caps of $125,000 for singles 
and $200,000 for couples based on their most recent 
assessable income. 

A national dwelling price cap of $750,000 will apply 
for new home builds, and a renovation price range of 
$150,000 up to $750,000 will apply to renovating an 
existing home with a current value of no more than 
$1.5 million.

The HomeBuilder program will be implemented 
via a National Partnership Agreement, signed by the 
Commonwealth and state and territory governments.

More information on HomeBuilder, including 
eligibility, can be found on the Treasury Coronavirus 
Economic Response website.

HomeBuilder program to protect over 1000 jobs
Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien has welcomed today’s announcement of the new HomeBuilder program, 

which will help homeowners, boost jobs in construction and trades, and support Wide Bay’s vital timber industry.
HomeBuilder will provide eligible owner-occupiers (not just first home buyers) with a $25,000 grant to build a new 

home or substantially renovate an existing home.
Mr O’Brien said the $680 million package will help secure about 1000 jobs in Wide Bay and is expected to support 

140,000 direct jobs and another 1,000,000 related jobs in the residential construction sector nationally.
“The flow-on effect of these grants will help construction businesses, sole-trader builders, contractors, property 

developers, construction materials manufacturers, engineers, designers and architects, as well as smaller local 
businesses like paint and tile and homemaker shops,” Mr O’Brien said.

“Local tradies like electricians, plumbers, tilers, their apprentices and trainees will also benefit from the boost to local 
building and renovation projects.

“Perhaps most importantly, it will also secure the future of Wide Bay’s significant timber industry, which creates 
more than 500 direct jobs in Maryborough alone, and indirectly creates more than 1000 jobs in Wide Bay including in 
processing, transport and other related businesses.”

Theuerkauf Plumbing services
Licenced Plumber, Drainer & Gas Fitter

 

Servicing the South Burnett
 

Specialising in 
Renovations, New Homes and Maintenance Work

over 15 years in the plumbing industry.
Call Chris today to discuss your next plumbing project

PH: 0439 794 313 
 

E-MAIL theuerkaufplumbing@gmail.com
find us on Facebook @plumbertps

 

QBCC LICENCE 1296673
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        Murgon’s Local News                       The South Burnett’s Local Station  
     Bringing You the Local Issues                                 The Burnett’s Best Music Mix

  Working together to bring you the issues that matter most 

FREE OVERNIGHT
(Max 48 hrs)

            
   

        

Murgon Camp Ground              
Krebs St Murgon Qld

 RV FRIENDLY

South Burnett reviews re-opening of the region’s dams 
Council has taken the opportunity to review and restructure the 

management of dam facilities for both of Council’s Tourist Parks at 
Lake Boondooma Dam and Bjelke-Petersen Dam.

Following the Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent 
Public Health Directives, Council has taken the opportunity to review 
and restructure the management of dam facilities for both of Council’s 
Tourist Parks at Lake Boondooma Dam and Bjelke-Petersen Dam, 
necessitating the continued closure of accommodation/camping at both 
Dams.

Whilst no accommodation or camping options will be available in the 
short term, the Dams are open for day use only 6am-6pm, with fishing 
and boating activities available to visitors. Both facilities are expected to 

return to full operation by August 2020 (subject to any future Public Health Directives).
Council acknowledges a number of our valued clients will be disappointed with the tourist parks delayed opening 

however, Council’s decision to introduce new management arrangements at this time is expected to minimise the 

financial impact on ratepayers. With revenue over the coming months expected 
to be well below normal, coupled with increased cleaning and operational costs 
under the initial easing of COVID-19 restrictions requirements, now is the best 
time to reassess management options.

Despite the ability for Queenslanders to travel intrastate, winter is traditionally 
a quieter time at the dams. On top of this a percentage of our clientele travel 
from Southern States at this time of the year and these patrons will be prevented 
from visiting with the current border closures.

Council is also mindful of the need to be extremely cautious in ensuring all 
appropriate safety measures and operational procedures are in place to protect 
our patrons/staff from the potential spread of COVID-19 prior to re-opening. As 
such, Council is working to implement the appropriate COVID safe arrangements 
as a matter or priority.

Council will investigate and consider options to allow some form of restricted 
accommodation options prior to the full re-opening in August, however no firm 
decisions have been made at this time.
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Mrs Phyllis Hopf of Goomeri, 
celebrated her 85th 

birthday on 3rd June 2020, 
at the delightful and very 

friendly Goomeri Cafe and 
Restaurant.  

Phyllis, together with her 
friends Faye Dascombe, 
Ree Birgan and Louise 
Quinn, were wonderfully  
hosted by Aman and Bunty, 
and served by Nathan. The 
time spent was laughing 
and reminiscing, over the 
many highlights of Phyllis’s 
life in the Goomeri District. 
Congratulations and best 
wishes Phyllis for the future.  
Phyllis is a legend within this 
region and Goomeri is very 
lucky to have you, as a very 
active, respected and valued 
member within the Goomeri 
Community. 

UPDATE - Lamb Street, Murgon - CBD Footpath, Kerb and Channel 
Replacement – 31-05-20 

Southern Section - Café’s lowermost access to Murgon News - Demolition scheduled for Sunday 31 May 2020.
Northern spraypave concrete application - Colour application scheduled between 5 May and 12 June 2020.
Motorists and pedestrians are requested to travel with extreme care, to drive to the prevailing road conditions 

and to adhere to signage. Council apologises for any inconvenience caused and thanks you for your patience 
whilst works are in progress. 

The RACQ LifeFlight Rescue 
Supporter of the Month 
for May is Graham Parfitt!
We would like to recognise Graham as a valued 

supporter of RACQ LifeFlight
Rescue because of his incredible fundraising 

efforts as a busker. Graham has been busking for 
years, however as of last year he started generously 
donating his funds to RACQ LifeFlight Rescue! Since 
then, he has raised $4,450 for our rescue service. 
Keep an eye out for Graham busking in the Narangba, 
North Lakes and Morayfield areas!  Especially if you 
like a bit of Slim Dusty 

When we asked Graham why he busks for RACQ 
LifeFlight Rescue, he said:

“You do a good job for the community, and it 
doesn’t cost anything for those who need you. I travel a lot, and so you never know when you’ll need to be 
rescued.”

Thank you Graham!




