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Mr Stan Munday, Councillor Kathy Duff and  President of the Murgon RSL 
Sub Branch Mr Jim Kingston entertained and encouraged patrons to a game 
of Two Up in aid of Legacy whilst our new Manager Gavin Cleary looks on. 

2014 RESILIENT AUSTRALIA AWARD APPLICATIONS 
Acting Prime Minister and Member for Wide Bay, Warren Truss, has issued a reminder that public applications 

are currently being taken by the Federal Government for the 2014 Resilient Australia Awards. 
“The Resilient Australia Awards give communities, organisations and local businesses an opportunity to be 

recognised for efforts they have undertaken to improving disaster resilience in their area. 
“Wide Bay is a region with a strong sense of community and I feel that has been amply demonstrated during 

the difficult weather conditions that we have experienced over recent years. Communities across Wide Bay have 
shown not only determination to recover from adversity, but a will to protect their communities against further 
hardship through a variety of initiatives. 

“These awards are about recognizing local efforts to improve community disaster resilience. The Resilient 
Australia Awards acknowledge the valuable contribution of all sectors, from community groups and industry to 
emergency management volunteers”, said Mr Truss. 

Last year saw in excess of 170 applications nationally, featuring a wide variety of initiatives such as community 
self-reliance, mental health, educational and training resources and emergency broadcasting, forecast and 
warning systems. 

“Determination, perseverance and resourcefulness have always been traits at the forefront of our national 
character and I feel those characteristics have been well-represented by the disaster-prevention efforts of 
communities in Wide Bay. I thank the Attorney-General’s Department for sponsoring these awards and I look 
forward to seeing local projects acknowledged through a national award”, Mr Truss said. 

Applications will be accepted up until midnight 2 July 2014. To apply online or for further information, go to the 
‘Connect!’ page on www.emknowledge.gov.au. 
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PEOPLE TOLD: HONOUR ELDERS’ SACRIFICE AND FIND WORK
Army major Geoff Martin received spine tingles at Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council’s Careers Day last week 

(on May 5). The man, who has experienced more than most, received the sensation when he listened to Elders tell 
their stories of growing up in the former Queensland mission town. In doing so, they urged young people to go out 
into the world and find work they love. The effort was made to encourage Year-12 and recent school graduates into 
employment if they were yet to find it..

“Cherbourg is lucky to have such leadership,” major Martin said. “Listening to their stories put shivers up my 
spine, I kid you not, you should feel privileged.”

The day started with the words: “If you have a goal everything is achievable.” They came from event organiser 
and Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council’s community services manager, Edwina Stewart. Her story and that of 
others followed, including lifelong teacher Eric Law, Cherbourg Council CEO Warren Collins, health worker Alzira 
Conlon, Gundoo Day Care director Jacqui Tapau, film maker Sandra Morgan and others.

Moving forward can be rough at first:

Edwina said she now loved her job but didn’t when she first entered the workforce as a nurse. “I think you have 
to be a special type of person to do that and it wasn’t for me,” she said, to set the theme of how few people started 
in a job they found ultimate fulfillment in.

Eric Law has spent most of his 64 years of life being a teacher after a short stint in the army and Vietnam.
“Ever since Year 5 I knew I’d be a teacher but when I look back I think it was good for me to go into the army,” 

Eric, 64, said. “Back in those days there were a lot more jobs around. “It was not what you knew but who you knew 
and a lot of people started work the day they left school.” Eric said he understood it was hard to apply for jobs and 
get knock back after knock back but said it was important unemployed people kept building their skills until they 
got work. “The training I got in the army set me up for the rest of my life,” he said. “The chance of you getting a job 
at the top and earning a million dollars isn’t likely. “You have to work your way to the top.”

 Eric and other Elders said it took courage for young people to find work away from home but staring down fear 
was worth it. One man who did so and worked his way to the top was Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council CEO of 
25 years, Warren Collins. Warren’s first wage was $107 a fortnight on a cattle station. 

He then worked in a Brisbane car muffler store, a farm, piggery and various shops before landing a job with the 
council at Cherbourg where he was raised as a dormitory boy. “You’re first job might not be one you like but if you 
get the opportunity you do it,” he said. “I worked up north and then Brissy but ended back here and enjoy what I 
do,” Warren said.
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Photographer, noted filmmaker and founder of Cherbourg’s national award-winning Ration Shed Museum, 
Sandra Morgan, was forced to leave school as a young girl to work as a domestic on a station. “My pay was 
10 shillings and when I got that first note I kept turning it over and over,” Sandra said. She started the Ration 
Shed because Sandra wanted to show young people how hard it was for “the Old People” who she never heard 
complain about their treatment. “They took it to the grave,” Sandra said. “I wanted to make the Ration Shed a 
memorial because they paved the way for our future. “I wanted to show their battles and what we owe them. “They 
were never given a future.  They had to live day by day.”

Co-founder of the museum Ada Simpson said Cherbourg’s Elders were never allowed the education or 
opportunities the young have today. The mother of 11 children strongly urged teenagers to delay parenthood and 
grab the chance to better themselves and their lives. “You have everything at your fingertips and there are birth 
control things in place,” she said with a chuckle. “Education is the main thing.  Education is Freedom.  You young 
have the opportunities you can grab onto with both hands. “You’ve got freedom and you’ve got choices. “Think 
about your life, think about you’re future and think about the old people who made Cherbourg what it is today.”

She invited people to visit the Ration Shed to learn about the Elders’ sacrifice so “you can have the freedom 
and choice that you do today.”

Gundoo Daycare manager Jacqui Tapau was a young mother doing nothing before she volunteered at the 
Cherbourg State School canteen. “I thought there must be more to life than sitting around and watching my 
children and nephews and nieces,” she said. Jacqui then found work at the Nyku-Byun Aged Care unit and did 
relief work at Gundoo. TAFE study took her further up the career ladder to her current director’s role.

Jacqui is now studying a teaching degree and said if people sent their children to day care they’d be giving 
them the best start in life where education and learning was vital towards people’s future.

Yurri Muntha Café manager, Sheree Strauss, said her business gave Cherbourg people the first step to a great 
career in hospitality. Her cafe employs 11 people and trainees, provides Cherbourg State School with 190 meals a 
day and is expanding trade. Formal workplace training is given to Sheree’s staff through the local Nurunderi TAFE.  
Qualified staff could then leave should they want to and find work on cruise ships, resorts, mining sites, major 
hotels and just about anywhere in the world they wished to live. Everybody needs food. Sheree started her career 
washing dishes 20 years ago before she thought she wanted to do more with her life. After 10 years of training 
while being a working mother she became a qualified chef. “Once you’re qualified far more work opportunities 
open up to you,” Sheree said. The only qualities people need to start within the industry are discipline, reliability 
and the ability to work in a team. Sheree said it was normal for people to be nervous or afraid when starting a job 
but “if you work hard, get along with people in the workplace and retain a positive attitude, then you’ll succeed.”

Alzira’s life of travel boomerangs back to Cherbourg. Alzira Conlon took the advice of her mother to become 
educated and has now travelled the world. On leaving school she first “mucked around” before realising she 
needed to further her education. A year’s business course in Brisbane gave her the skills to work with the Federal 
Government in Canberra and there’s hardly a European, Asian or Middle East country she hasn’t been to at least 
once. To name a few, they include Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Burma, Hong Kong, China, Indonesia, India, 
Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Greece, Germany, France, Italy Nepal, Tibet. “I’ve met so many beautiful people,” 
the retiring Cherbourg Community Health worker said.

“I just loved Afghanistan. “Going through the Kyber Pass was a mind blower.  I was just in constant awe.
“Just going to those places and breathing in the culture you think about you and your people and your country. 

“When I went to Iran and met people I realised the education we get can allow us to travel, visit different places. 
“There’s beautiful people out there so I push people to take education seriously. “I’m now in my 60s and still 
learning.  I’m doing my diploma. “Don’t let sniffing and drugs take that away from you.

“You’re health’s your wealth.  Keep learning.  You never stop learning until they put you in a box. “You can 
empower other people. “I’m just glad I’ve come home to Cherbourg but I keep travelling. “I just went back to India 
14 months ago. “Now I’m pushing you to keep going.”

Army allows people to win life battles, There are enough jobs in the army, navy or air force to keep a small 
nation working perfectly well. About 200 in fact, ranging from cook to pilot and everything in between.

All jobs are well paid with the added bonus of accommodation, food and training supplied. For many wanting to 
find their way in life it may be the perfect start. And if you’re worried about being shot at, there’s a mound of non-
combat duties you could do. Lance bombardier John Murphy, 27, worked as a brickies’ labourer and plant operator 
before joining the army five years ago. He loves his job for the variety it gives which includes numerous training 
exercises, representative sport, gun displays and open days of firepower demonstrations of artillery, to name a 
few.

Sergeant Anne Dufficy’s mob is from Badu Island. She’s the mother of an eight-year-old boy and plays rugby 
union for the Australian Defence Force. While she has never been in combat she has faced the Haka against New 
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Zealand’s forces of rugby and “it was really good to have had that opportunity”. Sergeant Dufficy also gave a good 
talk as part of the Army’s Specialist Indigenous Recruitment Team. She explained how the army paid good money 
and trained people for not only battle but to respond to natural disasters, defend borders and contribute to Australia 
and its neighbours and allies security. Non-technical jobs start with a wage of $57,000 a year. To apply, you need 
to be 16.5 years old and have passed Year-10 English and Maths. Year-12 graduates have better career prospects 
and the opportunity to become an officer with a starting wage of $63,000. Trades and apprentices start on $62,000 
and work in roles to fix and maintain state-of-the-art equipment that include helicopters, ships and vehicles. Those 
pondering a career but feeling nervous about leaving their families were told they would not get homesick. “All our 
mob are kept together on training.  You meet a new family.  You’re not alone.” 

To find out more you can contact the Indigenous Recruiting Officers on 07 3016 2431 or visit www.defencejobs.
gov.au

 
TAFE gives a better chance at life. There was a woman with no skills who was afraid to try anything until she 

went to Nurunderi TAFE at Cherbourg for help. She started in a basic course and never missed lesson.
Her confidence grew and she began to smile and interact with people from all cultures at the campus. She has 

now completed a Certificate III in Aged Care and been offered a job. TAFE has many similar stories; countless to 
be honest. So, if you think the boat called “Work I Love” has sailed away, think again.

You may be 40 years old without qualifications, or the ability to read, write or add numbers up but TAFE can set 
you on a path to finding a career. But it’s up to you. With every success, first comes a decision to try and Nurunderi 
TAFE manager Santina Schmocker outlined all it could do to help people achieve their goals at Cherbourg 
Aboriginal Shire Council’s Careers Day on May 5. Her student support officer Margaret Cobbo helps students with 
tutoring, transport, counselling or organising payment options. People can start at a very basic level in a course 
they choose and work their way to a diploma as they gain skills and confidence, should they wish to. There are 
literacy and numeracy courses to teach people how to read, write and do maths along with 390 qualifications 
that can be accessed through the campus’s Southern Queensland Institute of TAFE. Training can be given in a 
classroom, online or within the workplace. Last year’s high school graduates can enrol in free Certificate III or 
apprenticeship training in designated work or industry areas until November. “A TAFE course is an investment in 
your future,” Santina said. “At Nurunderi we take a personal interest in all our students. “If you want something it’s 
very achievable and we’ll be there with you every step of the way to help you get there. “We’re there to support 
you and I wish you all the success in the world. To enquire phone (07) 4179 6899
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CHANGING OF THE GUARD
A LOVELY LADY GAINS DISTINCTION OF BEING NAMED QUOTA’S

WOMAN OF THE YEAR
    

There was a changing of the guard on Saturday afternoon April 5th as Murgon Quota International Club held its 
changeover ceremony at Sakina’s Restaurant.  The luncheon was combined with the announcement of Murgon’s 

Woman of the Year. 
Councillor Kathy Duff gave an enthusiastic welcome to the members, visitors, Quotas dignitaries for the 34th 

Division, special guest Ailsa Stanton, the Kingaroy Quota members, Rotary and other guests who attended.  
This year Quota honoured Ailsa Stanton, a life member in RSL who is known for her many organised events for 

Legacy for which she is the head person in the Barambah 
Area. Alisa is also prominent in the Blue Care Auxiliary and 
was instrumental in forming the choir. She works tirelessly 
in the thrift shop and  is also a volunteer at Castra Aged 
Care. Alisa is continually busy doing things for others and 
a worthy lady indeed for the distinction of being named 
Quota’s Woman of the Year. 

Another prominent guest for the afternoon was Quota 
International President-elect Karen Murphy. Karen who 
gave an inspirational speech about the workings of Quota 
has been a dedicated member of QI of Beenleigh since 
1996. She progressed to become a district governor and 
launched numerous Quota community service programs 
including world service projects in India, Fiji and The 
Philippines. 

A wonderful afternoon with good food and great 
company was enjoyed by all.       

Photo:  Quota Incoming Officers 2014: Back - Megan 
Kiely, Shirley Sakrzewski, Gloria Berry, Pam Schablon, 
Bev Garrad, Cynthia Hatchett.

Front: Secretary Barbara Hartmann King and President Heather Castle. 
Photo: Woman of the Year - President Heather Castle with Murgon’s Woman of the Year Ailsa Stanton. 



34

RECONCILIATION FUN RUN, A GREAT DAY! 29TH APRIL 2014

A great day for Reconciliation; a great day for Murgon and Cherbourg; a great day for Fun!
At 8am on Sunday 27th April former Cherbourg resident, Tom Kirk, welcomed a large and mixed group at the 

Murgon Showgrounds to Wakka Wakka country. A few minutes later the Rugby League great, Petero Civoniceva led-
off 300 runners and walkers on the Ration Shed’s Reconciliation Fun Run.

 Young boys and girls sprinted to the front and 
led the race down the track out of the showgrounds. 
Little did anyone know that one of these young fellas 
would lead all the way and break the tape at the 
finish line in Cherbourg 7 kilometres away. No-one 
knew except for one boy – Floyd “Cookie” Aubery; 
he announced at breakfast “I’m going to win today”. 
And true to his word, he led all the way. The other 
front runners could see this young boy up ahead; 
one of them said later: “we thought he was just 
gamin, sprinting for the front, and soon to drop out. 
But, hey, he kept on going and there was no way we 
could catch him”

Meanwhile, towards the back of the field an 
elderly lady, ex Cherbourg resident, Sarah Glenbar, 
who had come all the way from the Darling Downs 
to join the race, doggedly walked the long road 
from Murgon to Cherbourg. She and many like her 
– young and old, fit and not so fit, Murris and non-
Murris, locals and visitors, those in the latest running 
gear and those in fancy dress, people of all shapes 
and sizes, even a pregnant woman – came together 
in a wonderful show of support for Reconciliation in 
the South Burnett.

Besides Petero Civoniceva, other notables 
taking part in the race were South Burnett councillor, 
Kathy Duff, Dr Chris Sarra, former principal of 
the Cherbourg State School and now head of the 
Stronger Smarter Institute also rising athletics star, 
Larissa Chambers, soon to compete in the World 
Junior Athletics Championships in the United States.

By ten o’clock the last of the competitors crossed 
the line and the festivities began across the Ration Shed Precinct and the Memorial Park. Hungry runners gobbled 
the food – barbequed kangaroo meat and traditional drover-style camp-oven stews. The Ration Shed Museum and 
the Boys’ Dormitory building were open for visitors and there were stalls around the site, ranging from the Cherbourg 
Community Health serving fruit smoothies, to local artists displays, to fun activities for kids, through to Reconciliation 
Queensland and Queensland Positive People HIV awareness group.

Cherbourg councillor, Arnie Murray welcomed all to Cherbourg on behalf of the Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire 
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Council. In her welcome speech, Ration Shed president Aunty Sandra Morgan said: “I must say that when we first 
discussed holding a Fun Run my heart sank at the enormous undertaking... but today seeing you all here and seeing 
all the effort put in and all the volunteers and the beautiful spirit of the event, my heart is filled with happiness. I 
congratulate you all, each and every one of you for taking the time, putting in the effort to show that you believe in 
reconciliation. We believe in going forward together. We believe in good neighbours.”

Uncle Bill Buchanan, co-chair of Reconciliation Queensland, one of the sponsors of the Fun Run, spoke of the 
need to recognize racism when it raises its head and speak out against it. He congratulated the efforts of the Fun 
Run, saying it showed real reconciliation at work. After the speeches, a highlight was the Wakka Wakka traditional 
dance troupe, showing energy and skill, from the eldest down to the youngest fella, a 5 years old called Willie.

Prizes were then handed to the category winners by Petero Civoniceva. One notable prize-winner was Alana 
Purcell, winner of the prize for the most courageous contestant; Alana covered the course in her motorised 
wheelchair. Another was the award of the family prize to the Bowie family – all 14 of them – who have been staunch 
Ration Shed supporters over the years and who worked solidly for the last few days as volunteers.

Another highlight was the sport workshops held at the sports complex, facilitated by the PCYC, where scores of 
kids were enthralled and engaged in activities run by Mick de Vere, Andre Moore, Kelly McKellar-Nathan and Brian 
Hegarty.

A special mention should go to the dozens of volunteers from Cherbourg and Murgon and beyond – parading 
around in their bright yellow shirts – who gave of their time and helped produce an event, which ran with hardly a 
glitch and was a great day for all.

It was a race, an event, for reconciliation – proof that the spirit is strong in the region, proof that a 7 kilometre road 
need not be a symbol of division and separation but rather one of good neighbourliness and mateship, proof that we 
can be together and have fun together and live in harmony in our region.

The Ration Shed is grateful for all the inputs made by so many people and for the many sponsors and 
organisations that have assisted in making this event possible. It is important to know that the Ration Shed Museum 
is an independent not for profit organisation, not under-written by any government or corporate organisation. We 
survive off competitive grants, sales of our art and media, visitor fees, conference facility hire and events such as 
this.

This event was a fund-raiser for our activities in education and reconciliation. While we have not attracted huge 
sponsorship this year we are confident that the success of this event will help us in coming years.

The contributions made by individuals, small businesses and organisations for this inaugural event are highly 
valued.

So all you Cherbourg mob and you Murgon mob keep up the training, ready for next year. Our Fun Run will be 
bigger and better and we’ll see you all then!

See the Fun Run Photo Gallery: http://rationshed.com.au/reconciliation-fun-run-a-great-day/
Zona Hussey-Smith, Event Coordinator, The Ration Shed Reconciliation Fun Run, Ph: 0427 340 710
E:  zona@steppingblack.com.au 
Supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultures
With deep respect for the Traditional Custodians, both past a nd present, on whose lands we walk.
Photo: Petero Civonceva and Floyd “Cookie” Aubrey.

BARAMBAH GARDEN CLUB NEWS
The Barambah Garden Club held their meeting on Friday May 9, at the home of Christine McAuliffe. Christine and 

her family have put a lot of work into this very new garden. We were met with a riot of 
colour from her roses and cosmos along with herbs and other plants she has growing.

Our guest speaker Brian Jarvis from Growing in the Burnett. Brian very kindly filled 
in at short notice when the speaker who was to come was unable to do so. We found 
his information extremely interesting. As a speaker you always know when you are 
connecting with your audience by their interaction and involvement. After the meeting 
several of the members were discoing what we had learnt.

Growing the Burnett is at Memerambi if anyone wants to call in to buy farm fresh 
vegetables or have a chat with Brian. If you would like information about our next garden 
club meeting please phone 41686238

That’s all our news. Until next time Happy Gardening
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MURGON SHOW MEMORIES 
by DULCIE TOOHEY (nee Hertweck)

The most exciting event of the year was the local Agricultural Show, which was held in May.  Preparations 
began weeks before.  The family was heavily involved with the organization of the event.  Dad and Charlie were 
stewards in the Poultry Pavilion.  Percy was an official in the piggery section.  Louis was a ring steward.  Mother 
and sisters worked in catering for officials and the public, a two course luncheon, morning and afternoon teas of 
cakes, scones and sandwiches.  Much of the food was donated by families like ours who were members of the 
Show Society.  All labour was voluntary.  Some equipment for the kitchen was also loaned – large teapots, enamel 
baby baths for setting jellies and mixing fruit salad.  The three long tables seated about 60 diners and there were 
usually three sittings so the catering was a mammoth task.  I think that the luncheon charge was 2/6 (25 cents).  
The first course was ham and chicken, tossed salad and potato salad.  This was followed by plum pudding, 
fruit salad, jelly and custard as dessert.  Teas were 1/3 (13 cents).  A packet of sandwiches for the aborigines 
was priced at 1/- (10 cents).  I had plenty of time to absorb what was going on in the Catering Pavilion when I 
was young, as I had to wait for Mother or one of the sisters to be free to take me round the show.  It seems that 
they thought I might get lost in this unfamiliar territory.  I would sit in the kitchen with drawing paper and pencils, 
entertaining myself and dreaming of rides on the Merry-go-round.

Show fever started early in our households, as soon as the schedule of classes for entry was delivered.  Dad 
was a bit of a poultry fancier so he would select the best specimens in the yard for special feeding and grooming.  
As the chooks were my department, I was proud to be included in this task.  The kitchen was a flurry of activity as 
jams and pickles were sorted.  Baking was no longer confined to its usual day as recipes were tried and tested.  
In the week of the event vegetables and crops were closely examined to find the perfect specimen, the best 
pumpkin, the best cob of corn, the most even half dozen eggs and of  course all the cookery items.  At school, 
much time was given to aiming at perfection in hand writing, mapping and drawing and the big kids who were the 
owners of special exercise books strove to do better than before so that they might be able to choose a winning 
page.

The show of the year 1939 is one that I remember best for a number of reasons.  When the first day of the 
three-day event dawned, there was more bustle than usual in the household.  As it was May, the mornings were 
becoming chilly and we hugged ourselves as we hurried about our tasks.  My special task that morning was 
to help Dad crate our chooks which we had been feeding and grooming for weeks.  The first day of the show 
was given to judging of the various sections, and although I was envious of those who drove off, I knew that the 
next day was going to be so much better.  The car was filled to capacity.  Besides the passengers who juggled 
cakes and puddings on their knees, there were the hens and rooster strapped on to the luggage rack at the rear. 
Sheaves of corn protruded from the open windows and the floor inside was packed with potatoes, pumpkins and 
sundry other farm produce.  I was a bit worried about the chooks as I thought they might get dusty at the rear of 
the car, but Dad had assured me he would see to them when they reached the pavilion.

Mornings at milking time were now quite dark.  Lanterns lit up the cow bails.  An almost full moon shed a 
ghostly haze over cows and milkers, for on the main day of the show, we were up even earlier than usual.  We had 
to make time for baths before we donned our show finery.  Every woman and girl had her new ‘show dress’ which 
meant hat and gloves too for the ladies.  The gents wore their three-piece ‘going to church’ suits.  It was going to 
be a very long day culminating in the Show Ball for which my sisters had long evening dresses.  We would not be 
home again until the wee hours of the morning.  It was going to be a very long exciting day.

Dressed in my new maroon wool dress, with hat to match, I could hardly wait till we had parked the car close 
to the show ring so that it would be easy to watch the horse events that would take place there.  The car was 
not locked, no need.  This was the first time that I was left to my own devices.  My first call was to the Fine Arts 
pavilion where the schoolwork was displayed.  Sure enough, there on the wall was my copy book with my best 
writing featured.  A blue card proclaimed that I had won first prize.  Then I was off to the handcrafts section.  
With great difficulty and much patience from my sisters, who had picked up dropped stitches and corrected my 
mistakes, I had knitted a blue wool jumper.  It had also been a race against time, as I had entered it before I had 
finished it.  I had had no hope of knitting two long sleeves in the set time so it became a short-sleeved garment.  
Again a blue card!   I was ecstatic.  Who would I tell first?  I scurried off to the Poultry pavilion where Dad was 
doing the job of steward and keeping an eye on things, I blurted out my news and then he led me to the cages 
where our chooks were penned.  One actually had a purple card which proclaimed it champion bird of the show 
and the other sported a blue.  There was a red card on the cockerel’s cage, first and second.  Off I went to the 
refreshment room where I could tell Mum and the sisters all my exciting news.  

Soon I met up with my school friends and revisited the schoolwork section to see their wins and gaze at that 
blue card once more.  Then we had to go to the Agricultural Hall to see how our farm entries had fared.  The prizes 
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were so shared that we all came away feeling proud of ourselves.
We all had purses full of coins and there were lots of things to spend them on.  Holding tight to our money, we 

surveyed all the goodies on offer.  I was not one for daring rides.  The Merry-go-round looked good to me and at 
a shilling a ride I could have two of those.  The big girls went for the chair-o-plane which frankly terrified me.  This 
ride was just made up rotating plough seats suspended on chains and they flew out ever so wide and high.  No 
way was I getting on that.  The little steam train looked good too at sixpence a ride and it went round the track six 
times.  Boats on real water were something of a marvel to kids who had never seen one before.  We decided we 
were daring enough to try that. 

But rides were not the only attractions that tempted us.  There were side show also, The Haunted House, a bit 
scary; the Fat Woman, not really attractive; The Whirl of Death which sent shudders down my spine; The Smallest 
Horse in the world, worth considering; The Largest Dog and others I can’t remember.  As well we had chances of 
winning at the Knockems or the Clowns or the Pinball.  These were really tempting.  I had longed for a plush doll 
for some time and there were rows of them on the top shelves.  I was sure I could win one.  Nearly every Show 
had its Cupie Doll stall, a beautiful fairylike doll on a black walking stick.  At six shillings they would make a hole in 
my budget but I did need one.  Windmills on sticks of all colours were one shilling and sixpence, the consolation 
prize for the cash strapped.  Of course, we must have some Fairy Floss the sugary sweet that still tempts today.  
We had come to the Show with bulging purses, but now that we were here, our wealth seemed suddenly to 
diminish.  I know that I rode on the Merry-go-round and on the train and in a boat which wobbled alarmingly.  I had 
my fairy floss and tried several times to win one of those beautiful dolls.  Jimmy Sharman’s Boxing Tent did not 
appeal to me though most of the local lads were gathered around it.  But beside it was the Whirl of Death.  That 
aroused my curiosity.  From it came a roaring noise like several thunderstorms at once.  In the lull after a show, the 
spruiker introduced one of his motorbike team.  Dressed in his leathers from head to toe, he looked like some one 
from another world.  We knew of only one motorbike rider, a townie who sometimes took a Sunday afternoon spin 
with his wife sitting sedately beside him in the sidecar.  We were intrigued.  We counted our money.  The entry fee 
was two shillings.  It would make a serious dent in our budgets, but in we went.  The viewing platform was high 
above the ground.  It surrounded a circular structure several metres high.  At the bottom was a shallow dish like 
floor and three motor cyclists were in the centre of the dish.  As the gallery filled with eager spectators, the spruiker 
outlined the wonder of the feat they were to perform.  They would race and as they did so they would mount the 
vertical wall below us.  Unbelievable!  This they really did and the audience was suitably stunned.  By this time, 
we were hungry and thirsty.  My friends left me to find food and their mothers and I went to the refreshment room 
where I knew my lunch would be waiting.

After lunch I decided I would visit the largest dog.  I paid my sixpence and entered the tent.  Sure enough 
there in a roped off square was a very big dog standing on a mat.  Around his neck was a collar and attached to 
the collar was a leather cylinder.  The keeper informed us that this was a St Bernard, the largest dog breed in the 
world and that this one was the biggest.  I was quite prepared to believe it.  He was twice the size of the retriever 
owned by one of our friends.  I had always thought Bobs was a big dog but this one would have dwarfed him.  
The keeper then told us how the St Bernards were the rescuers of people lost in the snow of the Swiss Alps. The 
leather cylinder contained a flask of brandy.  The spirit was given to the stranded people to warm them up in the 
icy cold.  I was totally awestruck.  On the way out the keeper’s assistant offered postcards for sale.  How I wished 
I had a shilling to buy a picture of that dog, but by that time my purse was almost empty.  I decided to go back 
to the car and watch the ring events until my sisters were free to experience the show attractions.  I quite liked 
the ring events which were usually more interesting in the afternoon.  I had a secret ambition to be a show rider.  
While I was visiting the wonder dog, my friend Doreen had won a prize in the Bending Race where pony and rider 
executed some smart figure of eight moves along a marked course.  I had an ambition to be in the hunter class 
and whenever I had a chance, I urged my pony to leap over the logs which were left in the paddocks after scrub 
clearing.  I was watching the preparation for this event when I spotted Louis.  He was helping to set up a hurdle 
nearby. 

I had a vision of that postcard.  I knew that if I told him about the dog, I would be sure to get a threepence from 
him or even a sixpence.  With that coin in my purse I devised a new strategy.  Percy was with the livestock, a part 
of the show that I seldom visited, as we had no exhibits there.  He was a great talker and was in deep conversation 
with a farmer probably about the breeds of pigs.  I looked around at the animals and as soon as he was free I told 
my dog story.  Another sixpence! Then off I went to the Refreshment Room.  Dad was just about finished his meal 
and as I scrambled up to sit beside him, he asked about what I had seen and done.  I gave him a brief summary 
culminating in the dog story.  Another sixpence! I was ecstatic.  Then his lunch companion, Mr Herb Wilson, one of 
my favourites among family friends, also dug in his pocket and added another sixpence.  I counted my windfalls.  I 
could go to see the big dog twice and even buy a picture. Mum was sitting on her stool at the window where she 
sold packed lunches to the aborigines who squatted picnic fashion on the grass outside.  It took some time to gain 
her attention as she was chatting to the women who came to be served.  They had to catch up on a year’s gossip.  
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The new babies were introduced and the other children were presented to be admired by Mum.  And after all that 
wait, she gave me only a penny.  I did not dare say that was too little or I knew I would be up for the lecture on 
wasting money.  However, the sisters came good and made it up to sixpence.  I was wealthy again.  I wasted no 
time in going to see the St Bernard once more and buying items that postcard. 

At 2 o’clock the Grand Parade of livestock and the competition riders took place.  Just before it my Mum and 
sisters emerged from the dining room, aprons discarded and resplendent in all their new finery.  They sought a 
space near to the ring to listen to the opening of the show by some VIP and watch the parade.  As my money was 
again depleted, I thought it wise to attach myself to them in the hope that one or the other would come up with a 
‘shout’.   The fact that the Show had been running for a day and a half before it was ‘opened’ always puzzled me.  
During the afternoon, I managed to score another look at that dog, have a toffee apple to eat and, at the end of it, 
actually get a beautiful cupie doll.

As the shadows lengthened, the crowd began to thin out Percy and Vince went home to feed the pigs and lock 
up the poultry.  The rest of us scattered to be guests of town friends or relatives, where we would have supper and 
prepare for the night’s entertainment. 

The Show Ball was the event of the year.  My apron clad dairymaid sisters were transformed, like Cinderella, 
into beautiful belles of the ball.  I was too young to attend this event, but I did not envy my sisters.  I knew what 
was in store for me, a visit to Sorleys variety show with Mum and Dad.  This was my introduction to live theatre 
which I have loved ever since.  I absorbed the atmosphere in anticipation as I waited for the first act. The bright 
lights, the glitter and colour of the costumes of the performers and the applause of the audience transported me 
to another world.  That feeling remains with me, but sadly the items in the performance are long forgotten, no 
wonder, as, after my most exciting day, I fell asleep not long after the program began.  I vaguely remember being 
carried to the car, going home in the early hours of the morning and being tucked into bed.  Luckily I did not have 
to be up in about three hours time to milk the cows that had been holding their full udders for 24 hours.  I lay in bed 
and wondered what delights the Saturday of the Show would bring. 

DULCIE TOOHEY (nee Hertweck)

ELIGIBILITY FOR POLICE SERVICE MEDAL EXTENDED
Federal Member for Wide Bay and Deputy Prime Minister Warren Truss has today welcomed the decision by 

the Australian Government to extend eligibility for the National Police Service Medal. 
“Until now, police officers whose service ended between 14 February 1975 and 30 October 2008 were not eligi-

ble for this distinguished medal,” Mr Truss said. 
“It is important that we recognise and honour the commitment and service of sworn police officers and the work 

they do to protect the community. 
“The new changes remind us of the good work that police perform. I have seen many examples of the dedica-

tion and service of police who help to make communities within Wide Bay safer.”
The medal recognises 15 years of ethical and diligent service by Australian sworn police officers in active serv-

ice. 
“The Government has extended this medal to recognise those police officers who served after 14 February 

1975, which is the date the Australian Honours system was established. 
“I encourage former police officers in our community who are now eligible for this award to consider applying 

for this distinguished medal, so that the Government is able to recognise their service to the Wide Bay region,” Mr 
Truss said.

   BARAMBAH TRANSPORT
Your Local Bloke

0418 987 561
CONTACT : Jeff Braithwaite

Murgon Depot : 55 Lamb Street Murgon.
Brisbane Depot : 58 Boyland Ave. Coopers Plains.

Leaving Brisbane Daily at 2.00pm (5 days a week)
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SEB Landcare group meets regularly and everyone is welcome to attend. Throughout this year we have 
interesting, innovative workshops and trial sites planned to improve & sustain our valuable resources.

Enquiries can be directed to SEB Landcare Secretary - sflawless50@gmail.com Ph 07 41686 262

9/119 YOUNGMAN ST. KINGAROY

FIREWOOD
HARDWOOD

SPLIT OR BLOCK

SINGLE or DOUBLE CAB UTE LOAD 

From $80 Per LOAD 
DELIVERED 

MURGON & SURROUNDING DISTRICTS 

PHONE 4168 1034

or text 0400 681 734
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      ADVERTISING CHARGES
MURGON MOMENTS

 Single Mthly 12 Mthly
 Price Price
Full page in Colour $548.90 $499.00

1/2 page $185.00 $165.00

1/4 page $100.00 $90.00

Large matchbox $65.00 $57.00

Comb large matchbox $130.00 $125.00

Rh small matchbox $45.00 $40.00

Lh small matchbox from $35.00 $30.00

COLOUR EXTRA CHARGE

1/2 page $115.50 $115.50

1/4 page or Comb L/mbox $65.00 $65.00

Large matchbox $40.00 $40.00

Rh or Lh small matchbox $20.00 $20.00

Combination large matchbox front page 
(max 3 cons issues) in colour  $214.50

All prices include GST

3000 copies printed

  

HOW TO START A FIGHT
The humourless husband –
Saturday morning, I got up early, quietly dressed, made 
my lunch, and slipped quietly into the garage.  I hooked 
the boat up to the van, and proceeded to back out into 
a torrential downpour.
The wind was blowing 50 mph, so I pulled back into the 
garage, turned on the radio, and discovered that the 
weather would be bad all day.
I went back into the house, quietly undressed, and 
slipped back into bed... I cuddled up to my wife’s back, 
now with a different anticipation, and whispered,
“The weather out there is terrible.”  My loving wife of 5 
years replied, “And, can you believe my stupid husband 
is out fishing in that?”
(And that’s when the fight started...)

JOKE FOR
THE MONTH
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On Saturday night 12th April the Barambah Shed Men met at Eric Schliff’s place in Goomeri to look at various 
models Eric had made including an aeroplane, boat, helicopter, and small engines but of course the star attraction 
was the two Replica 1906 Stanley Steamer cars. What beautiful pieces of engineering and ingenuity they are. 
Eric had a background in engineering as a fitter and turner, but the four year project building these cars was a 
challenge which would have stopped anyone else in their tracks. Eric told us that all he had to work from was a 
photograph and that he knew the dimensions of the wheels. From this bit of knowledge, he calculated the sizes 
of all the other exterior parts. To build the fire tubes and boilers, he had to join a club at Maryborough which ran 
the small steam trains for kids to ride, and thus learned all about steam engines and how to make one. He had to 
also learn to do woodwork, as the body of the cars was mostly timber. Each car has eleven coats of paint, each 
one rubbed down before the next coat was applied. Eric installed gas burners to heat the steam; it takes about 
30 minutes before the cars are ready to drive. The original cars had pressurised petrol burners, which had the 
car ready to go in around 10 minutes. Eric said that the deal between him and his son was that Eric would build 
one car for each of them, with Eric supplying the labour and his son the materials. As some of the materials were 
specialised and very expensive, Eric was very glad that his son was paying for them!! The boiler holds 5 litres 
of water and carries 40 litres in the two tanks, giving it a range of 40 kilometres and a top speed of somewhere 
between 60 and 100 klm per hour – Eric has never tried to find out just what speed they will do! He used to drive 
one each year at the Goomeri Pumpkin Festival on the last Sunday each May, but sadly the insurance cover 
became so expensive he can no longer participate – a familiar story? Eric did a great job of telling us in layman’s 
terms how he built these cars and everyone present was enthralled with his tale – thanks Eric.

Our guest speaker/entertainer/singer/comedian was 
Kedron Taylor. Kedron is an accomplished singer who 
has had several Golden Guitar nominations and of course 
has recorded numerous CD’s. Kedron particularly loves 
his cars, and talked and sang about his younger days 
spending all his money doing up an old Holden. He had 
to admit that his father was right when he told Kedron that 
it would just about send him broke! From Holdens, Fords 
and Valiants, Kedron progressed through his years as an 
aspiring singer, having us in fits of laughter and enjoying 
his talents as a singer and songwriter. He touched on a 
time in his life when things were not going so well – he 
was doing it tough – but there was always a better future 
and a renewed hope which God had for him and Kedron’s 
faith brought him out the other side to a God revitalised 
life. Kedron closed with a song of enjoyment about being 

at this night with a lot of good blokes and how great it was to be there. Thanks Kedron for your songs, sense of 
humour, and your words of wisdom and encouragement.

67 men attended on the night including Andre from France, some men attending for the first time plus some 
younger ‘men.’ Thanks everyone for coming along and making the night a great success.

Our next Shed Men night will be in July – if you are not on our email list, watch the Murgon Moments.
Take care, Glen Vonhoff  41 684134   joyglen3@bigpond.com
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BECKETT’S LIVING THE DREAM AFTER BEING ALMOST FAMOUS
Andrew Beckett went from playing guitar 

around Woorabinda campfires to courting record 
companies and playing in front of thousands of 
music festival fans. John Brommell, the Warner 
Bros record label managing director who signed 
Cold Chisel, Midnight Oil, Troy Casser-Daly and 
Richard Clapton took particular interest.

He requested a private, poolside audience 
with Andrew’s band Tribal Link at the Iwasaki 
Resort in Yepoon.

Two busloads of Woorabinda locals came 
to support the group and provide the energy it 
needed to play at its best.

A month later a publishing deal was signed 
and the sound producer for Yothu Yindi’s 
Freedom album, Ian Faith was brought in from 
Los Angles. But artistic differences between what 
the group and record label wanted were never 

resolved. “I don’t want to sound bitter and bag them, we just felt the producer couldn’t recreate the energy we 
had when we played live,” Andrew said. “We were a great live band and the producer, to us, couldn’t recreate that 
magic. “It was frustrating for us.”

Andrew, 47, now reflects on life today within his Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council office and thinks, while he 
may have done things differently he still loves life and has renewed dream.

Chasing goals brings life buzz
Music has always been Andrew’s passion from the first time he picked up a guitar at age 13 while living in 

Carina, Brisbane. He would stay with his Woorabinda grandparents, Clive and Venus Beckett, every school holiday 
and moved there at age 15 to do a mechanical apprenticeship. Andrew then began to write his own songs and sing 
them to friends around the campfire. His mates encouraged him to go further.

“They said, ‘make a band bro; you should make a band’.” So Andrew did.
He recruited Eugene Yoren on bass, Lindsay Jarret on drums, and Les O’Chin on lead guitar.
“We were going to call ourselves Culture Link but thought it sounded a bit Boy Georgish so we changed it to 

Tribal, ” Andrew said with a laugh at the band’s potential association with the then effeminate 1980s pop icon. “Boy 
George really wasn’t our thing, our style,” he said.

Tribal Link practised in a garage and entered the Battle of the Bands competition. It came second in the first 
round of the fight for musical supremacy at Emerald and won $1000. “We thought ‘wow, this is good’.  A thousand 
dollars was a lot of money between four blokes,” Andrew said. “We celebrated with pizza and felt high on the 
achievement. “We were all buzzing and felt ‘wow, we thought we had no chance’”.

Learning from experts
But Tribal Link did have a chance and made its way to the Battle of the Bands final round in Brisbane.
It was through this competition that Tribal Link became noticed by music industry high rollers.
Apart from being romanced by record production executives the group toured with Midnight Oil and supported 

Powder Finger, Spider Bait, Regurgitator and played at festivals such as Woodford Folk, Brisbane’s Livid and 
Bondi Beach’s Survival. Along the way Tribal Link performed under Archie Roach (many times), Youthu Yindi, Kev 
Carmody and Jenny Morris, to name a few. Backstage, Andrew questioned the other performers’ sound engineers 
about what they did and learned skills through their tips.

After 15 years with Tribal Link, Andrew decided to rest his effort for true musical fame.
He left the band and did a course at Byron Bay to build on the sound-producing knowledge he had gleaned.
Life then brought him to visit the former Queensland mission town of Cherbourg.
“It where my father Andy O’Chin is from and it felt like home as soon as I came here,” Andrew said.
Twigging the dream to help others
Fate would then have Andrew find work with Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council and he moved to the region 

with his wife Trisha, daughter Tilly and their newborn child Leilani. That was seven years ago and the Becketts 
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Welcome to Murgon’s new web site
Lots of stories, photos, events

download the Murgon Moments
A great place to Live, Work & Play

murgon.net.au

to its success they hope to continue these events within 
the community so please come and enjoy what should be 
a great day out. The Open Day is on the 24th of May.9am 
-3pm at the picturesque setting of the Wellbeing Hut, 178 
Eisenmengers Road, 10 minutes from Murgon along the 
Gayndah highway. (Be advised if raining please contact 
the Murgon Information Centre for event proceedings at 
tourism@murgon.qld.gov.au

now live in nearby Murgon, 7km away. One more daughter Kirri arrived and Andrew built a state-of-the-art sound 
studio. He’s now helping people chase their own musical dreams as they use his studio and equipment to record 
tracks and demo tapes. “I love it, absolutely love it,” Andrew said.

“People come with their raw guitar sound or raw songs and by the time they leave you’ve mixed it.
“When they hear the final product... the look of happiness, the wow factor on their faces, they can’t believe it’s 

them. “That’s the satisfaction I get; when they hear themselves in a finally produced record.
 “It’s what most people want.  They practise and play their music and then record an album.
“I can do that for them now and I love it. “It’s taken me 12 months to build the studio but I’ve fulfilled a 25-year 

dream.”
Looking back looking forward
And Tribal Link is getting back together in Andrew’s studio to finally record their own material in the way they 

wish it to be heard. “It’s the music we played and had recorded by Warner Bros but never got released,” Andrew 
said. “We’re going to be independent and do things our way. “Our Way; that may even be its title.”

A SHARED VISION IN HEALTH
Tracy Eisenmenger grew up in Murgon and after finishing school moved away only to return home 20 years 

later to the family farm in 2010. It was then Tracy embarked on a new career and had visions of opening her own 
Massage Clinic. The Wellbeing Hut is now a reality and has been open for 6 months.

Shortly after opening she met Roberta Schablon. What started as a massage ended with Roberta joining the 
Wellbeing Hut providing her business, Femme Novelle, manicures, pedicures and waxing. Together they have 
created a place to restore health, relax or simply feel pampered.

However the vision did not stop there. Clients included a host of people who were involved and passionate 
about health and wellbeing. It was then an idea was born. Together through this newly formed network of friends 
they decided to host the first Health and Wellbeing Open Day. The day will include a wide variety of businesses 
and services showcasing what is available to support or maintain health in Murgon and surrounding districts. Due 

DENNIS
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

For all your electrical needs

Domestic, industrial and
commercial electrical installations

and repairs

Switch Boards 
Power Points

 Lights 
Fans

TV Aerials
Telephone Installs etc.

Give our friendly staff a call on 

4168 1800
MURGON

TRACY EISENMENGER
 Orthopractics, Remedial & 

Therapeutic Massage
Hot Rocks and Clay Wraps

0499 833 005
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15 members of the Murgon Orcas Swimming Club held a Swimathon recently to raize funds to replace 
equipment necessary for training and club events. Swimmers were sponsored to swim per lap, some even doing 
100 laps. The club needs to be congratulated raizing over $1,000. The pool has gone from one of the least used 
pools in the South Burnett to the second most used pool. The water is heated by way of solar and mains and 
usually stays at about 28c. The pool will close for this season, as we go into winter, the week after Easter. Photo : 
Lori Hall, Amanda Hadley and Jessamy Zerner doing their laps. 

TICKETS GO ON SALE FOR A PIECE OF HISTORY
Queenslanders can now book to ride the 60-year-old Sunlander train for its final service on New Year’s Eve 

before it retirees, making way for the state-of-the-art Spirit of Queensland trains.
Transport and Main Roads Scott Emerson Minister said tickets are now on sale for passengers interested in 

being part of history.
“Tickets are expected to sell fast for the Sunlander’s final journey along the Queensland coastline between 

Brisbane and Cairns,” Mr Emerson said.
“The retirement of the Sunlander train is the end of an era for Queensland Rail and we can celebrate one of 

Australia’s longest running and most spectacular rail journeys.
“Long distance passenger services from Brisbane to Cairns are changing as a result of our $200 million 

investment to build and refurbish three Spirit of Queensland trains, keeping our election promise to revitalise 
frontline services.” 

Mr Emerson said the Sunlander train service had provided more than 3 million passengers with a unique rail 
journey.

“The final service Sunlander train will make its departure travelling northbound from Brisbane to Cairns on 
Sunday, December 28 and will return southbound Cairns to Brisbane for its official final journey on Wednesday, 
December 31,” Mr Emerson said.

“We are also running special historical departures with Queensland Rail historian Greg Hallam on selected 
dates, sharing with passengers some of our most memorable stories since the Sunlander was first introduced in 
1953.

“The first Spirit of Queensland joined Queensland Rail’s fleet in October 2013, with two additional units in 
service before the Sunlander’s retirement in December.

“The Spirit of Queensland fleet will include state-of-the-art rail-bed seating and entertainment, along with a high 
speed, smooth and comfortable ride.”

For more information or to book online visit www.queenslandrailtravel.com.au/sunlanderfarewell or call 1300 
655 826.
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Goomeri Pumpkin Festival
Sunday 25th May 2014

Goomeri Pumpkin Festival is on Sunday 25th May 
2014 and entry to the festival is free with mostly free 
entertainment for young and old, and it’s all about the 
humble pumpkin.

You can decorate one, bowl one, try your hand at 
Pumpkin Power Shotput, dress up for the Pumpkin 
Pageant, but, 
whatever you do 
don’t miss the Great 
Australian Pumpkin 
RollTM   More than 
650 adult competitors 
and 250 juvenile 
competitors will 
climb Policemans 
Hill  to roll a pumpkin 
in this quirky event 
and maybe win the  
prize money and the 
honour of becoming 
the 2014 champion.  
The lucky competitor, 
whose pumpkin 
remains on the lucky 
spot at the end of the 
roll, could take home 
the whopping $1000 
lucky spot prize.

“GIVE” AND “ENJOY”
YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE “GIVE AND ENJOY” COMPLIMENTARY DINNER

On Saturday 24TH May - 5.30PM at TABLELAND PUBLIC HALL

“GIVE” YOURSELF A WELL EARNED BREAK AND COME ALONG AND “ENJOY” GOOD FOOD AND GOOD 
COMPANY WITH YOUR FELLOW FARMERS.

B.Y.O. ALCOHOL IF DESIRED - NON ALCOHOLIC DRINKS PROVIDED.

“GIVE AND ENJOY” DINNER SPONSORED BY:- RED EARTH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

MOTHERS DAY RAFFLE
These are the winners of the Mother’s Day raffle 
1st. . Prize F Exeter  ticket 34D
2nd.  Price M Carroll ticket 77C
3rd. Price J Hullock ticket 16B
4th.  Price Willett  ticket 25A
The Murgon Hospital Aux wishes to thank everyone who 
bought tickets for their wonderful support
Heather Purser Sec. 
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Kathy’s Comments
Looking Forward to a Murgon Men’s Shed 
Congratulations to Paul Pfeffer and his team who are 
progressing towards a Men’s Shed for Murgon. Paul has led 
this project right from the start and he is to be commended for 
his commitment and determination to ensure that it happens. 
A steering committee has been formed and the plan if possible 
is to be able to use the existing shed on the Railway Line 
in MacAllister St. I have been in contact with the Hon. Jeff 
Seeney’s office and he is keen to help us to progress this 
option if at all possible. There has been a very kind offer of 
a Shed to use temporarily and donations have already been 
coming in for tools and other items. Anyone wishing to help can 
contact Paul on 0428635636.
Murgon website, Business Meetings and Customer Service 
going well.
The Business Association has been very busy with great 
Breakfast Meetings and lots of information and projects being 
advertised through the new website and Facebook page. I 
was honoured to present a Customer Service Award at Angel’s 
Friendly Grocery Store recently and I am attending one of 
the workshops on Social Media being organised by Lorraine 
Goodchild  through the Murgon Business & Development 
Association. There is plenty happening with some new 
businesses in town and it would be great to see more people 
come along to the Business Meetings to have a say and be 
part of some of the initiatives being led by the Association.
Inspection Program for Animals 
There will be house to house dog registration checks to run 
from May 12 to the end of August. This will also coincide 
with the RSPCA’s Desexing Program to start in June and go 
through to August. Keep your eye out for this program as it 
will provide an opportunity for discounted desexing of dogs by 
participating vets.
Clean-up costs at Wondai and Murgon Waste Transfer 
Stations
Since these sites have been open every day and unsupervised 
the clean-up costs are becoming an issue. There has also 
been illegal dumping of tyres which we are following up on. 
The feedback from the community about having greater access 
to the facilities has been very positive so I urge everyone to 
try to look after the facilities so that we can keep the current 
arrangements in place.
Anzac Day 
It was wonderful to see so many young people again attend the 
Hivesville Dawn Service and both the Cherbourg and Murgon 
Memorial Services. I also attended the Proston School Anzac 
Day ceremony which was very special and attended by many 
locals. Next year will be a huge celebration of the Centenary. 
There are lots of plans for special tributes and momentos to 
mark this Anniversary that we can all be part of.
The Spirit of the Bush alive and well at Boondooma 
Heritage Muster
This is an amazing event with a sea of caravaners attending 
every year. Well done to Buddy Thomson and Lynne Bennett 
who are the driving force behind the success of this event. 
It was great to see the Qld Dairy and Heritage Museum with 
damper and real butter and Mondee Coffee from Murgon again 
supporting this event.
Proston Rural Water
This scheme is currently included with all of the schemes 
across the region with the tiered system of charging water 

usage. We have now looked at separating the Proston Rural 
Water Scheme from the other schemes to be able to run it 
as a stand-alone scheme. There are other schemes across 
the region in rural areas however Proston is the only scheme 
that was specifically designed to provide only rural water. 
The preferred option that has been discussed solely for the 
Proston Rural Water scheme is a flat rate of charge rather than 
the current tiered system. There has also been discussions 
around charging everyone the same amount for additional 
metres rather than the current discount that was put in place. 
These suggestions still have to go through Council before 
being finalised. We would like to have a small committee to 
meet periodically with relevant Council representatives to look 
closely at the scheme and maybe provide some suggestions 
on ways to improve the scheme and it’s set up as we move 
forward. If anyone is interested in attending regular meetings 
please let me know.
Reconciliation Fun Run
I was pleased to participate in this great event and pay tribute 
particularly to Zona Hussey Smith who was the driving force 
behind the success of the day. Congratulations on a very well-
run and successful event.
Flood Roads and Timelines
The flood work contractors continue to be out and about doing 
work on the roads. They can only do the pieces that were 
deemed as flood damage and have been working to tight 
timelines so have not been able to do additional work.  This has 
been very frustrating for me as well as all of the Councillors. As 
the flood work finishes I am looking forward to a Grader Crew 
coming in and grading as many roads as possible and picking 
up the pieces that the flood work did not cover. 
Councillor Contact Details
As always I am working on following up jobs and concerns that 
have been brought to my attention. Please contact me if you 
have an issue or wish to make an appointment 
Cr Kathy Duff (Division 5) South Burnett Regional Council
Phone 07 41680225 or 0437020705 or 
email kduff@southburnett.qld.gov.au
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CLOSING TIME
For all news items and advertisements is the 20th of each 

month and they are to be either EMAILED to
lgeraghty@datawave.net.au or delivered to 

Murgon Business & Development Association. 
54 Macalister Street, Murgon

SES EMERGENCY NUMBER
132500

SOUTH BURNETT PARKINSON’S SUPPORT AND SOCIAL GROUP

On Monday 12th May, the members of the South Burnett Parkinson’s Support and Social Group which meets 
monthly in Kingaroy, travelled to Murgon for their May get together and had a very enjoyable time at Southern 
Cross Care – Castra – which is situated at 2 Cooper Street.  As well as the 15‘ regular’ folk who meet each month 
in Kingaroy,, there were 15 other people who came along to the morning to find out about Support Groups and 
how they may be a benefit to them and their Carer.

The morning commenced at 10am with a short address by the new Facility Manager, Shelley Lee, who spoke 
about Castra and how the Facility operated.  During the morning we had a delicious morning tea and made new 
friends – that is one of the main things about being part of a Support Group – you meet so many folk who all have 
something in common – they are either a Carer or have Parkinsons.  It is good to hear how other people manage, 
and you learn different ways to cope with things that you may not have thought of yourself.  Every bit of knowledge 
you gain about Parkinsons, is good to have. 

 We would like to thank the staff of Castra who were very helpful and obliging to us beforehand and also on the 
day. 

It would be great to receive your feedback as to whether or not you enjoyed the morning, and anything we 
could have done differently.  “We are currently planning how best to structure future meetings to accommodate 
members from the Murgon/Goomeri area as some members find the travel to Kingaroy a bit too far.  More to come 
on this soon”

The Group meets at Orana Lutheran Complex, Administration Centre,  
24 MacDiarmid Street, Kingaroy from 10am to 12pm on the 2nd Monday of the month and we would love to 

have you join us.  
For any information, contact the Co-ordinator Maree on 07 4163 6010. southburnettparkinsons@gmail.com 
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DAIRY FARMING
Hi, it’s Amber Spicer here to write another article for the Murgon Moments.  The first time Lyn Koy (our regular 

Museum reporter) asked me I was grateful, but being asked a second time, I feel more than grateful.  It’s a great 
honour to be asked to write an article for the Museum, so when it came to think of what to write, I was going to 
write about one of the buildings, but it was the visitors that gave me an idea.

There was a couple that came on the first Wednesday of the school holidays.  I was asked if I knew about dairy 
farming.  I replied with the answer “no – I knew more about horses than cows.” To me this visitor knew a lot about 
the dairy industry so I would like to say a big thank you to those two visitors who were from Chinchilla, so here it 
goes –

The Queensland Dairy and Heritage Museum was open in 1988 and holds the history of the dairy and cheese 
industry.  The Murgon district was well known for its dairy and cheese industry in the early 1900’s with the opening 
of the 2nd butter factory for the South Burnett in 1913.  Nanango had the first butter factory established in the area 
in 1905.  Nanango had two butter factories and both were burnt down.   The first one was in October 1907 and the 
second was on the 15th December 1999.  

The first settlers arrived at the turn of the century when the land was rich and good for grazing.  One of those 
settlers was Jim Crawford who moved to Murgon in 1901 and was the first man to take cream cans to the Butter  
Factory.  Darryl Koy, (one of the Museum volunteers) told me that Monday, Wednesday and Friday was when the 
cream was picked up from each farm and the milk was then fed to the calves and pigs.

Richie O’Neil (Museum President) said that the pig industry was quite big then because there was an average 
of four sows on every dairy farm.

From 31st March up to and including 16th April, there were 55 people who visited the Museum.  We hope 
that you can come and visit the Museum – the volunteers would love to meet you and show you around. The 
Queensland Dairy and Heritage Museum is located on the Murgon Gayndah road, just look for the large cow and 
heaps of little cows on the fence.

We are open from 9.30am to 12.30pm 7 days a week.  The phone no. for the Museum is 41 695001.  Please 
leave a message if you ring out of hours and one of our lovely volunteers will get back to you.

AMBER SPICER – 14 YEARS OLD  

Driving Question Answer
Get off the Merry - Go - Round.
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FISHING REPORT
First competition for the year was Bass Tastic at Somerset. It was windy and showering which made the 

fishing a bit tough. but if you put in the effort there was big fish to be caught. First day we caught some good 
fish, which put us up there. Day 2, went to a spot we have been leaving for the last day and the big bass 
were there and I smashed them, with most people finding it tough. The bass I brought in were enough for a 
win. 

A good start to the season.
Next competition was another Bass tastic at Bjelke-Petersen Dam, I fished this comp with a mate in his 

boat, it was great, this is the first time in a long time that I had fished at the back of the boat. We caught a lot 
of fish for the weekend. He came 3rd and I came 6th, 5cm behind 1st. I was happy, now on to the first ABT 
Bass Pro at Glenbourne.

Well glenbourne had a great prefish. On the first day I fished really well and caught plenty of fish, even 
though most people were saying it was tough. after the first day I was in 8th not far behind, but the fish I was 
catching I didn’t think were big enough to win. So on the Saturday night I decided to go for it, I could stay 
where I was and come around 5th or 6th, but I did it in the first comp at Somerset and won, sol I rolled the 
dice again. I had a spot that I knew no one had fished, I also knew there were big fish there, but I didn’t know 
if I could stop them on 4lb line. I caught one fish straight up and was now confident of doing well, the big fish 
I knew were there started to bite, but I just couldn’t land them. I got busted off 9 times and by the end of the 
comp, I didn’t have a rod on the deck that hadn’t been busted out, so I had only landed one fish and ended 
up dropping to 18th place. I was really disappointed but after thinking about it I was happy with the way I 

Friday 23  Social Tennis, Community Bingo, Shab’s, Goomeri & District 
Garden Club, Friendly Farmers Day,  Wild Dog Baiting 
Program,

Saturday 24  Bowls, Golf, Catholic Mass, Goomeri Pumpkin Festival, Give 
and Enjoy Dinner, 

Sunday 25  Church Services, Bowls, Golf, Goomeri Pumpkin Festival, 
Hivesville Markets, Camera Club, PCYC Remote Control Car 
fun day,

Monday 26 Murgon Judo Club, SES,
Tuesday 27  Art classes Graham House, Creative Friendships, Diabetes 

Support Group, Uniting Church Friendship Group, Cattle Sale,
Wednesday 28 Bowls, Murgon Judo Club, Rotary, Shab’s,
Thursday 29  Social Golf, St Joseph’s Bingo, RSL Bingo, Guides, Mainly 

Music,  
Friday 30 Social Tennis, Community Bingo, Shab’s,
Saturday 31 Bowls, Golf, 
  DATE CLAIMER JUNE 2014
Sunday 1  Church Services, Bowls, Golf, Catholic Mass, Graham House 

Celebration Day,
Monday 2 Murgon Judo Club, SES, QUOTA,
Tuesday 3  Art classes Graham House, Creative Friendships, 

Queensland Rural Womens Network Inc, 
Wednesday 4 Bowls, Murgon Judo Club, Rotary, Shab’s,
Thursday 5  Social Golf, St Joseph’s Bingo, RSL Bingo, Guides, Mainly 

Music, Nursing Mothers,  South Burnett Cake Decorators, 
Spinners & Weavers, APEX,

Friday 6 Social Tennis, Community Bingo, Shab’s, 
Saturday 7 Bowls, Golf, Dance Lessons Tablelands,
Sunday 8  Church Services, Bowls, Golf, Murgon Markets, PCYC 

Remote Control Car race day,
Monday 9 Murgon Judo Club, SES, Parkinsons Support Group,
Tuesday 10  Art classes Graham House, Creative Friendships, Cattle Sale, 

LIONS, Murgon Show Society,
Wednesday 11 Bowls, Murgon Judo Club, Rotary, Shab’s,

IN MURGON THIS MONTH
Particulars available at the Visitor Information Centre

fished, I suppose you take the good with the bad. 
I have been very busy with Charters recently 

and now we head for the first ever BassNation 
competition at Lake St Claire in NSW in the first 
week in April. 

Stay Tuned!! 
Matthew Mott.
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LIFE EXPERIENCE ENABLES MUM TO WIN INTERNATIONAL AWARD

A fun, interactive and positive parenting programme will return to Cherbourg on May 26 – 28.
Triple P (Positive Parenting Programme) International Presenter of the Year for 2013, Michell Forster will 

present the workshop by having people role play real life situations and work out solutions.
Michell has put more than 60 of the town’s parents and carers through the programme in the past two years 

and will now team with Cherbourg’s recently trained Triple-P presenter Bronwyn Murray.
Michell is excited by the partnership and finds the town’s parents and carers love to act out scenes before 

discussing Triple-P tips on how to build loving, respectful relationships with their children.
“It’s a lot of fun and just about everybody says it’s helped take, or ease the stress, out of their family life.”
Anybody wanting to take part in, or refresh their Triple P, Positive Parenting skills can phone Barambah PaCE 

on 4168 2330 or 0403 002 306.
Sessions will start at Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council training rooms at 11am and finish between 3pm-4pm. 

Lunch and afternoon tea are catered for.
Photo L-R:  Triple-P presenter Michell Forster will team with Cherbourg’s Bronwyn Murray on May 26, 27 and 

28 to help people take the stress out of parenting, she is seen here talking about the program to a very interested 
father and son. 

TABLELAND HALL CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Congratulations to all the winners and a big thank you to all who bought tickets. Thank you to Tubby and 

Sandy Ward for supplying the pig and “Top Of The Town” butcher for curing the meat. Thank you also to the 
businesses who sold tickets for us. The winners were:- Judy Angel; Richie O’Neill; Tricia; Diane Thornton; Anne 
Perkins; Ken Slater; Jamie Currin; Lance Guthridge. Thanks again for all the support we received from the local 
community.
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INDIGENOUS FREEHOLD HOME OWNERSHIP
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people will have more opportunities to own a home, with new legislation 

introduced delivering on a key Queensland Government election promise.
Premier Campbell Newman said new legislation would provide ordinary freehold land ownership opportunities 

for the first time since the first tenures were created over Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities in the 
19th century.

“This initiative will remove barriers to home ownership in freehold in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities,” Mr Newman said.

 “These changes represent an important milestone for Indigenous Queenslanders. Not only will they give 
economic independence and opportunity, but also greater confidence to Indigenous communities.”

Minister for Natural Resources and Mines Andrew Cripps said the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Land 
(Providing Freehold) and Other Legislation  Amendment Bill 2014 would give Aboriginal people and Torres Strait 
Islander people the same property rights to the land enjoyed by other freehold property holders, which financial 
institutions can lend against.

“The Bill also simplifies the complex leasing arrangements that currently apply under the Aboriginal Land Act 
1991 and the Torres Strait Islander Land Act 1991 for non-residential leases,” Mr Cripps said.

“Simplified leasing requirements will allow trustees to more effectively manage land to achieve the best 
outcomes for local communities.

“Removing restrictions will provide greater opportunities for eligible community members to pursue social and 
economic development.”

Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and Multicultural Affairs Glen Elmes said the Bill provided the 
single biggest benefit the government could bestow on Indigenous Queenslanders, the opportunity to own their 
own home on their traditional lands.

“This Bill recognises the important connection with land for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, and 
their right to own a home on that land,” Mr Elmes said.

“The Bill doesn’t force freehold on any community, it provides the power for communities which want freehold to 
be able to have it.

“We want to work with communities to identify what’s best for each one, and to what extent – if at all - freehold 
land can be made part of the community.

“The provision of freehold land isn’t a solution in itself, but is part of a wider strategy the Newman Government 
is implementing to address entrenched disadvantage within Indigenous communities.”

Mr Cripps said the freehold model took into account the unique features of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities and the potential issues introducing ordinary freehold title might create.

“Each community trustee, following appropriate consultation, will make the decision as to whether or not to 
adopt the freehold model,” he said.

“The trustee and community can decide whether to make the whole township, certain parts of the township or 
none of the township available for freeholding.”

The Department of Natural Resources and Mines undertook extensive consultation with councils, trustees and 
the general between November 2012 and February 2014, before introducing the Bill into Queensland Parliament.

WOULD THIS BE COVERED BY 
HOME INSURANCE, CAR INSURANCE, OR, DOES IT COME UNDER ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE?
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COUNTRY MUSIC SPECTACULAR

A very successful Country Music Spectacular was held on the 1st of March 2014 at the Wondai Diggers Club 
for the 8th year in a row.  All the proceeds from the night have been donated to the Qld Cancer fund, in particular 
the Charles Wanstall Apex Lodge.

The Lodge provides self-contained units and accommodation for the country patients who have to attend 
the city for cancer treatment.  It’s a ‘home away from home’ situation and it was because of the excellent care 
provided and for the funds required to maintain that care.  The Manager of the Lodge was unable to attend 
because of sickness.

This is why the concert was organised to assist this very needy cause.  All artists on the night provided their 
time and talent for this fundraising venture for free.

The artists that performed on the night were – Dorrie Muller – Gympie who kept the crowd very entertained, 
also Les Lawson – Kingaroy, Jim Brown – Crows Nest, Ted Thompson – Warwick, Larry Hannigan – Murgon, 
Kelvin Wiley – Mundubbera, as well as our local artists Errol Wiley and Viv & Shirley Kehl.

Over the past 8 years we have raised just under $19,500 which has been a considerable help towards the 
Lodge.

Lastly I would like to thank the sponsors Murgon Fruit Mart, Dennis Electrical Services and Murgon Soul 
Pattinson Chemist for their generous donations for the lucky door prizes, the advertising media and the Wondai 
Diggers Club providing the hall free of charge for our night, to all of the volunteers and family who helped on the 
night.

A very big thank you to one and all!!! who attended the night and all previous years, it would not have been a 
success without you all.  

Photo L-R: Kelvin Wiley, Errol Wiley, Ted Thompson, Shirley Kehl and Viv Kehl. 

PRESIDENTIAL BLESSING
It was in 1872 that American Julia Ward Howe made the first recorded suggestion for an official Mother’s Day.  

She suggested June 2 and for several years held a Mothers Day meeting in Boston dedicated to peace as well as to 
mothers.

Celebrations were added by a Kentucky schoolteacher, Mary Sassen five years later but it was not until 1904 that 
a campaign for the observance of a Mother’s Day was launched.

In 1908 Anna Jarvis chose the second Sunday in May as Mothers Day and started the tradition of wearing a flower 
when she attended a service in memory of her own mother.

Anna was recognised as the founder of Mother’s Day some four years later by the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
national recognition followed when President Woodrow Wilson gave the occasion his blessing.

In 1913 he proclaimed it an annual national observance.
In England records show that Mother’s Day used to be called mothering Sunday.
In Europe and America it is traditional to wear a flower in honour of your mother.  A coloured flower, usually a 

carnation, indicates mother is living, and a white flower that she has passed on.
Today, most mothers receive flowers of some kind, many get breakfast in bed and others are taken out to lunch to 

spare her and the rest of the family the wok of preparing a meal.
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PROSTON LIBRARY’S HEALTHY FAMILY SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES

On Thursday 10th April 2014, 23 children & 11 parents assembled in Proston’s Railway Park for Proston 
Library’s Healthy Family School Holliday Activities; the children were split into two groups under 10s, and 10 years 
and over  ... whilst Kerry Oldfield was busy with one group, colouring and solving word games ... Christian Sutton, 
personal trainer from GR8 Personal Training, played tag & stuck in the mud with the other. 

A scavenger hunt followed ... then it was time for the parents ... their names went into a draw for a basket of 
fruit & veg plus a healthy cooking cookbook. Dad John won the fruit & veg, and Mum Tammy the cookbook. Kerry 
Oldfield must be congratulated for devising such a wonderful holiday activity ... everyone had a memorable time, 
and hope that Kerry & Christian come back again next school holidays.

Margaret Westerman, Senior Library Officer, Proston Public Library. 
South Burnett Regional Council, PO Box 336, KINGAROY QLD 4610. www.southburnett.qld.gov.au
Phone 07 4168 9103. Fax 07 4162 4806 Email prostonlibrary@southburnett.qld.gov.au

The year 5 students at St Joseph’s School have been enjoying some expert tuition on speech making thanks to 
Councillor Kathy Duff.

She has been sharing her experiences and freely giving tips to the eager students. The students then used the 
information to write and deliver their own speeches.
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Murgon State High School

Senior Class of 1964 50 years Reunion
(plus anyone who attended with us anywhere between 1952 - 1964)

Wives, husbands, partners welcome.

When? Sunday 5th October 2014.

Where? Meet at the Murgon High School.

Gather & catch-up from 9am.         

Then what?  From 11am, there will be some memorabilia from the school archives and we will be taken on a tour 
of the school.

Lunch? We will book the RSL Murgon for 12.30pm BUT need numbers. Please RSVP by Sunday 31st August.

Bring? Any memorabilia ( School photos, ties, uniforms, school magazines, blazers etc. you may have.) and lots 
of stories.

Who do you contact? Glen Vonhoff  on 0741684134  0428457750  joyglen3@bigpond.com

OR   Muriel Kefford (nee Johnson) - on mijk@datawave.net.au  or text on 0423479252 

If you know of the whereabouts of any of our fellow classmates, please let them know about the reunion. Anyone 
who was in our class, even if they only did one year anytime while we were at Murgon School from 1952 to 1964, 
is welcome. The more the merrier. If possible, reply by email so we can keep in touch more easily.
We always said that we would have a 10 year reunion! That is 40 years ago!
Let’s get together and share some good times.
See you in October 2014!  All the best, Glen and Muriel.

        Murgon’s Local News                       The South Burnett’s Local Station  
     Bringing You the Local Issues                                 The Burnett’s Best Music Mix

  Working together to bring you the issues that matter most 
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KITCHEN  •  WARDROBES  •  VANITIES
SECURITY DOORS  •  FLY SCREENS
SHOWER SCREENS  •  REGLAZING

TIMBER & GLASS CUT TO SIZE

Ph: 07 4168 2600 
Fax: 07 4168 2610 Mobile: 0409 821 047

12 Retschlag St, Murgon 4605

On Sunday at the Murgon Show the residents from Castra were entertained by the dressage riders, who 
competed in front of them and provided morning tea for the residents. Residents were introduced to the horses 
and told of their sport.

Queensland will provide the safest environment for road cyclists becoming the first state to introduce a minimum 
distance for passing cyclists from next month.

The two-year trial of the new laws would encourage better sharing of the road between motorists and cyclists.
Tragically 13 cyclists were killed on Queensland roads in 2013, so action was needed.
The LNP Government is delivering safer roads through better planning, but we also need to improve the way that 

motorists and cyclists interact on our roads.
From April 7, motorists will need to give a minimum of one metre when passing cyclists, and a minimum of a 

metre-and-a-half where the speed limit is over 60kph.
The trial of the new rules will improve cyclists’ safety and ensure there is enough space between a motorist and 

the rider.
The new rules will also allow motorists to cross centre lines and painted traffic islands to pass cyclists when safe 

to do so.
At the same time, fines for cyclist doing the wrong thing would be increased to the same level as those imposed 

by motorists.
Up until now there have been different fines for motorists and cyclists for the same offence. For example, the fine 

for entering a level crossing with a train approaching will increase from $110 to $330, the same as for motorists.
No matter the number of wheels, whether two, four or more, the rules are the same and now the fines are too.
These are the first recommendations to be actioned of the 68 recommendations made by the Transport, Housing 

and Local Government Committee.
Other recommendations made by the Committee are still being considered by the Government.
Jeff Seeney MP 
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