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Murgon Easter Fair a huge success

TMR Safety Works – Bunya Highway near Webbs Road Intersection
The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) has advised that they will soon start safety works on the
Bunya Highway near the Webbs Road intersection, north of Memerambi.
This project involves:
• curve widening works to enable heavy vehicles to more easily pass each other on the corner when travelling
in opposite directions
• placing bitumen on Webbs Road at the throat of the intersection which will limit gravel material being carried
onto the highway, reducing the potential risk of loss of traction for motorists
• installing vehicle activated signage to warn motorists of the need to slow down in advance of the curve
RoadTek is due to start works in March 2019 (weather permitting) with the project expected to be completed
by mid-2019, weather permitting. Works will generally be carried out between 6am and 6pm, Monday to Friday.
To undertake the works safely and efﬁciently, trafﬁc controllers, single-lane closures and speed restrictions will
be in place as required. Motorists should expect some delays if travelling during work hours and are reminded to
observe all warning signage when approaching the site and be aware of changed conditions.
We thank motorists and the local community in advance for their patience and cooperation while these safety
improvement works are being carried out.
For further information, contact Council on 4189 9100.

Monthly seeds from the Goomeri Pumpkin Festival
Things are looking good for another bumper event this year, with our team putting together a whole range of
popular, regular attractions along with some new and exciting additions to the line-up. The program is building, with
four days of activities and events, watch our website or Facebook page to keep up to date with what’s happening.
The St Patrick’s Day Food Truck and Twilight Market was held on Sunday 17th March and a great night was
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had by all. Food vendors and general stall holders all reported good sales and
are keen to return for our next event. Yes, there will be another one later in the
year, let us get over our major event, The Pumpkin Festival and then we will
set plans in motion to make it happen.
Thank you to everyone who once again supported us in presenting another
successful event for our community. Our goal with these events is not to
make money, we don’t charge our vendors anything, but to create community
resilience and involvement. We just want to give our communities something
to look forward to and use these events as a meet and greet, a catch up and
social get together, building better relationships throughout the communities
involved.
Last month in our newsletter we put a shout out to all the community and
sporting groups to get on board and get involved with the festival, it’s hard
to believe that to date we have not had contact from one, not one, prepared
to take up the challenge, with the opportunity to earn some much needed
funds for their group. It’s disappointing to say the least. The Pumpkin Festival
Association wants to keep as much of the economic stimulus created by our
event to remain within our region. At this rate it appears that we are going to
have to look outside our area to source the groups that are needed, so our
region will miss out once again.
If you or a group you are a member of want to get involved, ring us: 0484
629424
2019 Festival is building, bigger and better than ever before. With 4 days
of events and activities, we hope to attract people to town earlier and to stay
longer. Will you be ready for it?
Watch our website for program details or follow us on Facebook. www.
goomeripumpkinfestival.com.au
Till next month, watch those pumpkin seeds grow. Thanks again to all, the
GPF Team

Council Continues to Support Community Initiatives
Mayor Keith Campbell is supportive of the community initiatives lead by the State Government to tackle the
problem on crime in our region.
“This is a complex issue and one which requires a State sustained approach supporting key organisations in
our community to work together across local Government boundaries,” Mayor Campbell said.
In recent months, the State Government have listened to our communities by funding prevention, management
and rehabilitation programs through organisations such as the Murgon PCYC.
“Council is working with local service providers and State agencies by supporting community network groups,
Police consultative committees and neighbourhood watch groups across our region,” Mayor Campbell said.
Council recently secured funding to develop a Community Action Plan through the Local Drug Action Team,
which will include activities to prevent addiction to alcohol and other drugs in our community.
“This Council is committed to supporting community-based models of delivery which play an important role in
the implementation of crime prevention strategies.”
“We are very fortunate to have a range of locally based agencies who are
well placed to deliver services that can address the various individual risk
factors that increase the likelihood that a person will become involved in crime
or antisocial behaviour,” Mayor Campbell added.
To this end Council will support the efforts of the Murgon Business
Development Association, Cherbourg Aboriginal Council and members of both
communities to help work through the lawlessness issues impacting residents
and businesses.

MURGON - CHERBOURG COMMUNITIES
WORKING TOGETHER
TO PROMOTE POSITIVE STRATEGIES
FOR A SAFER COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY MEETING
TUESDAY, 16TH OF APRIL
Murgon Town Hall
6:30pm start
Free Sausage Sizzle from 6pm
Councillor Kathy Duff – 0437 020 705
Pastor Max Conlon – 0438 769 005

2019
27 April
4 May
12 May

Cooloola Farm Trail Day Trip
Maleny Wood Expo
Book of Mormon Musical

TOURS

Mar 2019 Murray River Cruise
Sept 2019 Perth Wildﬂowers
Nov 2019 Christmas Markets 18 days
Budapest to Amsterdam European River Cruise
(bookings by 31 Aug 18 subject to availability)
Apr 2020 Egypt (bookings by 31st Oct 18
Subject to availability)

In conjunction with Trade Travel Lic No
TAG 1170
Murgon to Kingaroy Daily.
Depart Murgon 7.40am and 2pm.
• Also Kingaroy TAFE Bus:
Depart Kingaroy 8.35am & Return 3pm
For more information Contact Pursers Coaches
Pty Ltd. Telephone: 07 – 41681533
Email: purserscoaches@bigpond.com Website:
www.purserscoaches.com.au

terryscottpainting@bigpond.com

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS
For enquiries regarding school bus or bus charter.
Contact Harvy or Andrew on 4168 1533
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Burnett Mary Grazing Clinic a Success!
The Burnett Mary Regional Group (BMRG) is delighted with the response to a Grazing Clinic that the group
recently organised in Kingaroy.

Almost 50 graziers and extension ofﬁcers from throughout the Burnett Mary region and as far away as
Numinbah, NSW attended the two-and-a-half-day workshop which was delivered by Resource Consulting
Services’ (RCS’s) David McLean. The workshop addressed the principles and practices of grazing management
and aimed to assist participants as ‘grass managers’.
Practical sessions included how to set the rest period to suit the pasture’s growth rate, matching stocking rates
to carrying capacity and property design for water and fencing placement. Participants also learnt how to record
and monitor their grazing practices through the application of tools such as grazing charts.
BMRG’s Ann McKenzie said the workshops were successful in providing
land managers with information on grazing management and the importance
of good healthy root systems for their pastures. “The workshop also went
through steps graziers can take to manage drought conditions” said Ann. “In
our current climate, this subject is critical to both agricultural land and business
management.”
A ﬁeld excursion to Andrew Zerner’s steer trading operation near Murgon,
provided the opportunity for practical assessments of pastures, soils and
biodiversity, as well as rating the water cycle and energy ﬂows. Andrew
practises RCS’s system of regenerative grazing principles and encouraged
participants to, “Enjoy what you choose to do and be brilliant at the basics”.
This event was part of the Resilient and Productive Farmers project,
supported by BMRG through funding from the Australian Government’s
National Landcare Program.

ADVERTISE
HERE
FROM $38
SEE PAGE 41
For Advertising Rages
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ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS
Meets every
Wednesday night
at 6.00pm
in
Cultural Building/ Mens Shed.
Proston.
All Welcome.

Contact: 0427137140
for more information

Dob In a Dealer
campaign will help clean up
drugs in Wide Bay
Dob in a Dealer campaign run by Crime Stoppers
Australia, beneﬁtting communities across Wide Bay.
The program is funded from the proceeds of crime,
money that was destined to line the pockets of our
most serious criminals.
“Dob in a Dealer is a call to action to Wide
Bay communities to provide Crime Stoppers with
information to assist law enforcement in disrupting
the import, manufacture and supply of ice and other
harmful illicit drugs,”
“We encourage Wide Bay residents to anonymously
contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or online at
www.crimestoppers.com.au to ‘dob in’ those people
proﬁting from the use of illicit drugs in our community.
“Drugs such as ice have a devastating impact on
local communities.
“The Government recognises that police can’t ﬁght
this on their own, and that our community can play
a strong part to undermine and disrupt any criminal
business models operating in local areas,” The
last Dob in a Dealer campaign, which ran between
February 2016 and March 2017, saw an average
national increase of 95 per cent in drug-related
information reports, including an increase of 143 per
cent in the number of amphetamine-related reports
from the public.
During 2016 in Queensland, Crime Stoppers
received more than 17,000 drug-related information
reports, including more than 5200 amphetaminerelated reports. This led to more than 600 arrests and
the seizure of more than $1 million worth of drugs.

3 bedrooms Queenslander with side sleepout. Timber built in kitchen air
conditioned living and wood ﬁre in lounge room. Polished ﬂoors, tiled wet
areas and carpets in the bedrooms. French doors lead on to the full length front
verandah with a covered rear deck at the back. Fenced rear yard. Enclosed under
for laundry and store. Needs some TLC $125,000

A truly lovely home, quiet and private setting. 3 bedrooms. Built in kitchen with
dining. Separate lounge with air conditioning. Day sitting room. Floor coverings
and paint work in good order. Fly screens. Outside entertaining area. Small
front verandah. Roof and gutters in good order. Bathroom has a shower vanity
and toilet there is a 2nd toilet off the laundry. Double lock up with workshop
to the rear. Double roller doors at the front with a single roller door at the back
enabling access to the rear yard through the garage. ets and paintwork. Covered
entertaining area. Nice big allotment 1519m2. $130,000

Highset home on approx 2,332m2 allotment. 4 good sized bedrooms plus 2
sleepouts Large lounge, modern kitchen, separate dining room 2 bathrooms
Polished timber ﬂoors Ceiling fans, air conditioned living and one bedroom
Large rear entertaining deck plus front verandah Fenced yard. Laundry and car
accommodation under house Town and tank water $159,000

MURGON
Enjoy our world-class scenic views from
the many natural parks on Boat Mountain.
Recently repainted inside and outside this lovely weatherboard home has polished
ﬂoor throughout. There is a large lounge, a good sized eat in kitchen with timber
wall and base units. 2 bedrooms plus a sleepout/sunroom. The bathroom
has a shower over the bath. Fly screened. Ceiling fans. Insulated roof. Front
deck. Fully and well fenced. Lock up garage with workshop space at the back.
$150,000

email - murgonre@bigpond.net.au
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F e a t u r i n g ...Entertainers – Ashley Cook, Tony Wagner, Dorrie Muller, Alec Beckett, Velcro & Brian Letton,
Lex K, Amanda Faulkner, Jeff Brown, Lindsay Waddington, Anita Ree, Clarrie Weller, Kalesti Butler, Chris
Callaghan, Rosanna Ruddick
Poets – Brenda Joy, Paul Fleming, Brian Weier, Gary Fogarty, Suzanne Honour, John Bidgood, Band – Kev
Groves, Alan Blowers, Ian Wilson.
CONTACTS, Caretakers on (07) 4168 0159 info@boondoomahomestead.org.au
Pattie Brown (07) 4168 0173 Mob 0408 070 769 pattie_mitsi@westnet.com.au

SOUTH BURNETT PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP:
Our March morning tea was well catered for by Ann with a variety
of sandwiches and cakes, boston bun and scones to satisfy the
taste buds of everyone. Thank you Ann and the Wondai Diggers
Club for your hospitality and efforts. There was a great roll up with
17 people in attendance including our supporters Phenella and
Delma. As usual there was lots of laughter and much chatter. Poems
were supplied by Merrilyn and Lyn and read by Merrilyn while
Carmen and Dell added a few jokes.
The Lucky Number prize was won by Darryl while Merrilyn took
home a bottle of water for her correct guess
of what was in the box. There were plenty of innovative answers
for the box contents. The month of March had an abundance of
birthdays with birthday chocolates for Phil, Wanda, Jean, Merrilyn,
Paul, Ken and Delma.
COMING UP : Our April meeting will be held at Castra Aged
Care Facility on Monday April 29 starting at 10.00 am. To
celebrate this month we will have a PLAY DAY, wear purple and
have all things starting with P. Elva will make the punch and we
expect to be eating pikelets, pumpkin scones and pineapple etc.
There will be purple jokes and plenty of puzzles to entertain with
proliﬁc prizes. All interested persons are invited to attend. For
further information phone Darryl 4168 3116 or Carmen 54861268.
APRIL is a special month nationally in the Parkinson’s calendar
being WEAR PURPLE FOR PARKINSON’S month and TAKE
A WALK IN THE PARK. This month highlights this progressive
disease for which there is presently no cure. We are a small friendly
group who always welcome interested people to come along and
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Easter Church Service Times April 2019.
Church.

Good Friday 19th. Easter Sunday 21st.

Baptist Murgon

9.30am Macalister Street Murgon

AIM Cherbourg

9.30am Barambah Avenue Cherbourg

Uniting Murgon

9.30am Gore Street Murgon

Church of Christ

9.30am Thorn Street Murgon

Lutheran Wondai

8.00am

8.00am Edward Street Wondai

Lutheran Murgon

9.30am

9.30am Thorn Street Murgon

Anglican Wondai

8.00am

8.00am Baynes Street Wondai

Baptist Wondai

8.00am

9.30am Cadell Street Wondai

Baptist Proston

8.00am

Marriage Celebrant

Website
www.carissabeddows.com.au
Email
Carissa.beddows@gmail.com

1044 Morgan’s Road
Windera QLD 4605

Ph: 04 8802 4582

10.00am

New Horizons
Anglican Murgon

Carissa Beddows

9.30am Bunya Highway Murgon
10.30am Taylor Street Murgon

St Joey’s Holy Week celebrations
Holy week Liturgy Times - 2019
Palm Sunday Celebrations

Now at

Murgon Post Ofﬁce

52 Lamb St Murgon

13th Saturday 8am Proston & 6pm Murgon
14th Sunday 8am Wondai & 10.30 am Durong
18th April Holy Thursday Eucharist 6.00pm Murgon
19th April Good Friday Stations of the Cross 9.30am Wondai
19th April Good Friday Liturgy of the Passion 3.00pm Murgon
20th April Mass 8.00am Proston
20th April Mass 10.30am Durong
20th April Easter Vigil 7.00pm Murgon
21st April Easter Sunday Mass 8.00am Wondai

Don’t throw it out
Remember the

Murgon Museum
your unwanted
treasures
could be our
treasures

Phone 4168 1934

21st April Easter Sunday Mass 10.00am Goomeri

The Murgon Baptist Church is organising a Combined
Barambah Churches Good Friday Service 19th April 9am
at the Rotunda in the park in Lamb Street, Murgon. All
welcome.
The Uniting Church Wondai is holding a Combined
Barambah Churches Easter Sunday Morning Service 21st
April 6am Coronation Park Wondai with a sausage sizzle.
Gold coin donation for Chaplaincy. All welcome
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Barambah Garden Club

At our March meeting held at the home of Bill and Lyn Vlaanderen our guest
speaker was Brett Sander from Neighbourhood Watch.
Brett gave us a hand out of useful information and to ﬁll in a questionnaire on
how secure our homes are.
Neighbourhood Watch is a program organised by the community and
supported by the Queensland Police Service to reduce residential crime.
Householders are encouraged to join together in small informal groups
for the purpose of improving the safety of their families and other neighbourhood

residents.
It is not a police scheme. Police only lend their expertise to enable residents to organise themselves for the
purpose of minimising crime. Neighbourhood Watch will only work if YOU, the community, support the scheme.
The Neighbourhood Watch meet every third Monday at the RSL at 6.00pm.
Our next garden club meeting will be at Bill and Lyn’s home and there will be a talk on Day Lillies.
For more information phone:Ann 0438 8686238 or Mary 0417 198953
“There are no gardening mistakes, only experiments” – Janet Kilburn Phillips

MURGON

PH: 4168 1244

FA X: 4168 1094
126 Lamb Street, Murgon
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Murgon High School students, Michael & Tyler
competing in Gympie at Regional level of the Lions
Youth of the Year

WONDAI COUNTRY FESTIVAL Presents:
LAS VEGAS at WONDAI
Starring Johnny & Ashleigh Fogwell

Come along for an evening of Las Vegas style entertainment and hear the hits of Elvis, Johnny Cash, June Carter,
Neil Diamond and more, by dynamic Queensland father and daughter duo.
SATURDAY - 4pm 22 June, 2019, WONDAI TOWN HALL , Tickets on sale at the door from 3.30pm or prior at the
Wondai Regional Art Gallery. Adults - $20, School children $10, Under 5yrs FREE
Ticket includes entry and afternoon tea.

ADVERTISEMENT

Deb
FRECKLINGTON MP
Member for Nanango

Working for the
South Burnett
For assistance with
State Government issues,
please contact me on:
07 4190 7100
nanango@parliament.qld.gov.au
PO Box 1158, Kingaroy Qld 4610
debfrecklington.com.au
DebFrecklingtonMP

• Verticals • Rollers
• Panel Glides • Romans
• Venetians
• Outdoor Awnings
Showroom:
27 Taylor Street, Murgon
by appointment
kgsblindsandawnings@hotmail.com

Covering The South Burnett

Kev Garside 0467 849 149

E-Mail: barbarathompson1069@yahoo.com.au
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“Winners Are Grinners!!!”

Wheatland’s State School winners from the recent Murgon Show. Students participated in colouring in, art and
handwriting.
Scottie Gouge, Maddison Allan, Siera Holding, Ethan Gordon, Matilda Rees, Shea Troeth, Anna Christensen,
Peter Anderson, Courtney Kruse, Jett Allan and Maisie Donoughue.
The Taabinga Rotary Club will be holding its 11th Bookarama Book Sale at
the Kingaroy Town Hall on the second weekend in September.
During the year, we collect donations of books to use at the book sale.
Last year, the funds went to:
Kingaroy Hospital Auxiliary (towards the purchase of a second ultra sound
machine)
Royal Flying Doctor Service. (This invaluable organisation continues to
service the South Burnett)
Buy a Bale. (A plan to buy bales of hay for drought-stricken farmers)
The support that the club has had to the book sale over the last 10 years
by the people of the South Burnett has been fantastic.
However, WE NEED BOOKS!
All donations of books can be left at:
Murgon – AKA Accounting, 88 Lamb Street, Murgon (thanks to
Andrea Anning)
Wondai – Datawave Internet, 12 Scott Street, Wondai (thanks to
Luke Radunz)
Kingaroy - Collection bin at Kingaroy Shoppingworld
(next to Big W)
Kingaroy - JA Carroll & Son, Solicitors, 12 King Street, Kingaroy
Kingaroy - Ken Mills Toyota, Youngman Street, Kingaroy
Kingaroy - Kingaroy Joinery, 94-96 Kingaroy Street, Kingaroy
(thanks to Darren Kefford)
Kingaroy - Ofﬁce Central, 163 Haly Street, Kingaroy
(thanks to Susan Robertson)
Kingaroy - Collection bin at IGA Kingaroy
(thanks to Trace O’Neill)
Nanango - Fleming’s Garage, 29 Fitzroy Street, Nanango (thanks to Brian Fleming)
Nanango - JA Carroll & Son, Solicitors, 75 Drayton Street, Nanango
Yarraman - Bendigo Bank, 23 Toomey Street, Yarraman (thanks to Anne Woodrow)
Blackbutt - Information Centre, 69 Hart Street, Blackbutt
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A Volunteer is urgently needed to tutor our “Be Connected” classes. Free computer lessons for seniors in our
community. Tuesdays 9am – 12pm. Volunteering is a great way to contribute to your community. Helping seniors
understand how to use technology is very rewarding. Please call Iris at the Graham House Community Centre on
41698400 or 0447683492 for more information.
“One of the greatest gifts you can give is your time”

Murgon Report 02.04.2019

1250 were yarded in Murgon Tuesday, many descriptions selling to dearer rates. Export cattle showed a
marked improvement as did feeder descriptions and better quality weaners.
Heavy Bulls sold to $2.46 and $2080.00. Bullocks topped at $2.79 c/kg for $1470.00. Cows over 500 kg sold
to $2.49 c/kg averaging $2.25 c/kg. Cows 400 – 500 kg sold to $2.47 c/kg. Lighter Cows under 400 kg topped at
$2.07 c/kg. Export Heifers topped at $2.61 c/kg for $1230.0. Cattle were drawn from Mundubbera, Gayndah, Mt
Perry, Yarraman, Nanango, Durong, Kingaroy & locally.
460 kg Charbray steers from Hivesville sold to
$1250.00 at $2.70 c/kg. Charbray steers from Murgon
weighing 400 kg sold for $2.64 c/kg to return $1060.00.
380 kg Gelvieh cross steers from Windera sold to $2.87
c/kg for $1095.00 & $2.73 c/kg and $957.00. Quality
Murray Grey steers from Hivesville sold for $2.82 c/kg
to return $997.00. 367 kg Droughtmaster steers from
Goomeri sold for $1006.00 at $2.74 c/kg. Charbray
weaner steers from Manyung sold for $2.81 c/kg for
$833.00. Limousin cross weaner steers from Hivesville
sold for $2.86 c/kg and $822.00. 2 pens of Braford cross
weaner steers from Mt Perry sold for $2.81 c/kg returning
$810.00 & $2.67 c/kg for $680.00. Droughtmaster weaner
steers from Hivesville sold for $725.00 at $3.01 c/kg. 456
kg Murray Grey heifers sold for $2.61 c/kg and $1192.00.
Local Charbray heifers with a weight of 400 kg sold for
$1050.00 at $2.63 c/kg. Gelvieh heifers weighing 358
& 343 kg respectively sold for $943.00 & $904.00 at
$2.63 c/kg. Droughtmaster cross heifers with a weight
of 393 kg sold for $1020.00 and $2.60 c/kg. 327 kg
Braford cross weaner heifers sold for $850.00 and $2.60
c/kg. Fresh 265 kg Droughtmaster cross weaner heifers
from Stonelands sold for $640.00 at $2.42 c/kg. A fair
percentage of the better quality weaner heifers sold from
$2.10 - $2.30 c/kg. Cows & calves topped at $930.00.
The next Murgon sale is on Tuesday the 16th of April
at 8.00 am.
11

Murgon State School News... Matty Bowen visits Murgon.
Murgon State School is part of the Try for 5 Program which is
proudly sponsored by the North Queensland Cowboys. As part of
this program, class attendance percentages are calculated weekly
and prizes are awarded each fortnight for the class with the highest
attendance rates.
On Tuesday the 12th of March, North Queensland Cowboy
Ambassador Matty Bowen came to visit our school and played games
with individual classes.
Our Student Action Team arranged classroom activities for the
whole school and asked students to wear orange to support Bullying
No Way! Day on Friday the 15th March.
On Tuesday the 19th of March, EarlyAct handed over a cheque
to Haidee Kerr, a former Murgon SS student who is now a RN and
Midwife with the RFDS based in Brisbane. The RFDS was nominated
due to many of our
school and wider
community beneﬁting from this service and the cheque was
the amount of $2700.00, as a result of fundraising efforts in
2018. Haidee was in communication with us last year and sent
us valuable photos and information about the service to share
with the club. We were appreciative of Haidee taking to time to
travel from Brisbane to personally receive the cheque.
The 2nd Annual Mike Reynolds Memorial Golf Day was
held on Saturday the 23rd of March at the Murgon Golf Club.
The support from Murgon business houses and the school
community was overwhelming, in the form of rafﬂes and prizes
and keen golfers. It was a great day had by all participants who
were in attendance, and music was enjoyed into the evening
from Helen Wintour.

Now at

50 Lamb St Murgon
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The Story of Our Precious Aboriginal Mural

At C&K Murgon Community Kindergarten, we know how blessed we are to live in a wonderfully
multicultural country! Every day, we perform our Acknowledgement of Country; giving thanks for our
ancestors, families and country. Last year, we were lucky to receive Community Grants Program funding
from South Burnett Regional Council in order that we could have a mural designed and painted. As a team,
we brainstormed, discussed and reﬂected upon the needs of the Kindy, what we wanted the children to learn
and also how we could show respect for the Wakka Wakka People. During the process, we consulted Pop
John Stanley and Uncle Les Stewart, who both heartily encouraged us to go ahead with the project. The
search for an artist commenced and it was soon suggested that we ask Kindy Grandad, Max Conlon to do it.
Uncle Max was honoured and humbled to once again have an opportunity to use his Aboriginal art as a tool
to engage the wider community. The ﬁrst thing Uncle Max asked was that we write a story for him to paint.
He then requested that the project be conducted at our Kindy, so that the children could enjoy and learn with
and alongside him each day. With this in mind, we thought it best to talk to the children, and in doing so,
our story became a perfect blend of our Acknowledgement of Country and our Early Childhood educational
beliefs about Kindy and beyond. It is impossible to explain the skill with which Uncle Max took that simple
story and allowed it to ﬂourish through his artwork; explaining it to children, families and staff along the
way. You only have to spend a few moments in his presence to realise that Uncle Max most certainly has
an innate talent for thinking deeply and reﬂectively. He has effortlessly woven messages of love, peace and
hope throughout our beautiful work of art and we cannot thank him enough for the gift he has given for the
many future generations of our Kindy.
The Kindy Journey: Our Story
Life is a journey that begins with our family. As we wander through life, other people join us on our way.
Kindy is part of that journey. We come together in this safe place and learn, play and grow beside one
another. We learn to pay respect to the sovereign people who walked this exact land before us. Our Elders,
families and teachers help us do this. We learn to pay respect to country; the sky, the water, the animals and
the trees – North, South, East and West. When we leave this place to continue our learning, we never forget
where our wonderful journey began – with family and country.
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NEWSLETTER NO 3 FOR QAFCA (Queensland
Amateur Fishing Clubs Association)

The Annual General Meeting is over for another year and
there were no changes to our hierarchy. That tells me one of
two things - they are all doing a great job, or they can’t ﬁnd
someone dumb enough to take over their job.
Most of the reports for the meeting were those given in the
magazine, and if you paid your afﬁliation by the DUE DATE, 1
March, and met all the criteria you should have a magazine by
now. Those who pay after this date will receive the magazine,
once all clubs have renewed their fees. The reports were
taken as read. The only person who decided a new report was
warranted was me, and I would like to share that with you all
– so here it is.

How it all started

The Queensland Amateur Fishing Clubs Association was ofﬁcially 70 years old as of the 13-1-2019.
The following are the clubs that attended that ﬁrst meeting held on the Mirimar –
A.F.A.
Maree
Shorncliffe
Booval
Oxley
Scarborough
A.N.A
Paddington
Tweed Heads
Brisbane Hospital
Qld Police
United Pastime
Postal Institute
Erica
Victory
Brisbane Markets
Moreton
Queens Arms
Qld Cam
Ips Rd Tram Depot
Mirimar
Copied from the minutes – “Before declaring the meeting open, Mr Bill Sanders, Hon. Sec. of Mirimar Amateur
Fishing Club, addressed the delegates as to the purpose of the meeting.
He commented on the work and administration as carried out in the past by A.F.A. and explained that the A.F.A
had relinquished control because of the responsibility they owed to their club, and the increased hassles attending
to the steady growth of afﬁliated club movement members. (What’s changed today – 70 years later?)
He outlined brieﬂy that the objects of the meeting were to establish an organisation which would be worthy and
competent to properly control amateur ﬁshing in Queensland, suggesting at the same time, an organisation of
ﬁshing clubs which would foster the interests of amateurs in general, control interclub competitions (State Titles),
become the parent body and the ofﬁcial mouth piece of amateur ﬁshing in Queensland.”
So on 13th January, 1949, QAFCA was born, and in 2019 we became 70 years of age! Did anybody hear about
a party; I think 70 is worth one. Just look at what our forefathers asked us to do – that we further the interests of
amateur ﬁshing in Queensland, that we control interclub ﬁshing (State Titles), and we become the parent body and
ofﬁcial mouthpiece for amateur ﬁshing in Queensland.
I believe we have achieved all those objectives set for us at that meeting, and I sincerely hope we will continue
to progress the way we have in the past 70 years. Associations and clubs have always had their periods of ups
and downs, but provided we come out the other side all right, it will be ﬁne. We started the Association with just 21
clubs joining, and nobody owned a boat, so it was ﬁsh from the bank or hire a dinghy.
As reported at the State Conference in Ipswich in 1974, the number of clubs had grown to a peak of 150. This
was one of our greatest growth times, because you could rely on a club to take you ﬁshing and get a feed of ﬁsh
for your trouble.
Then the advent and growth of small power boats, four-wheel drives and electronic media saw the numbers
decline. No longer did people have to rely on clubs to take them on a ﬁshing outing, as they could do it
themselves. They could learn about the sport by simply hiring a video on ﬁshing. Our membership declined so
much, we got down to 1500 and just 50 afﬁliated clubs.
Those were the numbers when I became President in 2002 and I had a vision to introduce something new in
the hope of getting new clubs, beginning with the following 14

Introduce a public liability insurance to cover all clubs under the QAFCA banner
Introduce an I.D.Card
Introduce a yearly magazine – a dream of former QAFCA secretary, Clinton Barrett
Introduce freshwater ﬁshing to our calendar
Have the history of QAFCA written by Wally Clayden
Set up a QAFCA web site
Lastly, but not one of my initial wishes – continue with having all our state titles run in the same week.
In 2018, QAFCA steadily grew from 100 clubs at the start of the year, and now to 112 to date in 2019.
Unfortunately, these numbers do not relate to the numbers going ﬁshing in our competitions; there are many
joining just for the insurance. However, we are providing a service for likeminded people with the hope that one
day they will join us in a ﬁshing competition.
I received a phone call the other day, and the gentleman on the other end said he hoped we were well, as, if
we were crook, it would take 10 people to do our job. Well, I would be misleading you if you believed I did half the
work. I would be lucky to do one ﬁfth of what is done; the rest can be attributed to our secretary. I’m just the ‘gofer’.
How she does it puzzles me and how we will ever replace her is beyond me. That time is coming sooner than you
think for at the Annual General Meeting in 2021, we will not be standing for President or Secretary. It’s time for us
to have some ME time and do some travelling.
Thank you to all who have assisted me with my duties throughout the year, especially our new treasurer who
has stepped into the role very efﬁciently!
John A Crone, QAFCA PRESIDENT
Editors comment: have you ever been on the Mirimar ? I have !

The Mirimar
Launched June 13, 1934, Built in Brisbane by Norman Wright & Sons, Length 30m
Made day trips to Amity on North Stradbroke Island, Was the basis for the Mirimar Amateur Fishing Club which
formed in 1936, Did a Magnetic Island ferry run
A Capt Watts was ﬁned 20 pounds in 1935 for overloading on a trip to Amity. He had 400 passengers, almost
twice the allowable number. He pleaded guilty, saying he thought many of the people on the boat were just saying
goodbye to passengers.
Built in 1934, the Mirimar saw service in World War II but made her name taking thousands of Brisbane families
and tourists from the city upstream to Lone Pine Sanctuary.
After 75 years service, Mirimar made her last Lone Pine trip on September 29, 2009, and was replaced with
another craft. She also did a Magnetic Island ferry run off Townsville and cruised Moreton Bay islands. She was
known to have her quirks. She did not like to turn to starboard and popped out of gear whenever she could.
Heritage-lover Mandy Kennedy said it was hoped that a ﬁghting fund could be set up to buy the Mirimar.
The restoration could cost $1.5 million but it would see a major piece of the city’s heritage restored.
Riverview Marine apprentice boilermaker Mark Fearon, who works at the yard, said the Mirimar was a beautiful
old boat that deserved restoration.
“You don’t see boats being built out of timber like this any more,” Mr Fearon said.
15

Murgon artists paint the Kilcoy RSL murals
While painting the murals on the Visitor Information Centre in Murgon, artists Lee Porter and Carolyn Summers
were approached by the President of the Kilcoy RSL to paint some murals on their walls. After some lengthy
discussions on designs, the two artists have completed the WW1 mural for ANZACs and also now the WW2 mural
featuring how we fought the war by land, sea and air. The ﬁnal mural to be started soon, is to feature “Modern
Conﬂicts” starting with the Korean war, etc., up to present day conﬂict in Iraq. The Kilcoy RSL sub branch has “ the
most impressive museum collection I have ever seen” stated Ms Porter. Everyone is welcome to visit the Kilcoy
RSL and see the murals as well as stop off for a cool drink on a Friday night when the bar is open. No pokies
here, just fantastic people and support and memories of and for our service people.

Photo: RSL President Neil Barradean, Lee Porter and Carolyn Summers
For further information please contact Lee Porter on 0477175540 or E: leeporter@bigpond.com

Woman saves herself in crocodile attack using a walking stick.
This is the story of self-control and quick thinking by a brave, cool-headed woman against a ﬁerce predator.
Here is the story in her own words:
“While out walking along the edge of a creek just near our house in Darwin, with my soon to be ex-husband
discussing our property settlement, kids and other divorce issues, we were surprised by a 5 metre crocodile which
suddenly emerged from the murky water, charging at us very fast with its large jaws wide open.
The croc must have been protecting her young and her home because she was extremely aggressive.
If I had not had my little $5.00 Reject Shop walking stick with me, I would not be here today!
Just one hard whack to my estranged husband’s knee cap was all it took....The croc got him easily and I was
able to escape by just walking away at a brisk pace.
The amount I saved in lawyer’s fees was really incredible and, instead of half the assets, got the lot”.
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Federal Government announcement to crackdown on animal extremists

LNP Leader Deb Frecklington has welcomed the Federal Government’s announcement that animal extremists could be
ﬁned up to $420,000 for trespassing on private farming properties – but says more needs to be done by the Government at a
state level.
“I welcome Minister Littleproud’s announcement which will crackdown on animal extremists who illegally use personal
information to attack our hard-working farmers,” Ms Frecklington said.

“It is simply unacceptable that fringe groups have been exploiting personal information to terrorise Queensland families and
their livestock.
“The activities of extremists endanger both humans and animals.”

LNP Shadow Minister for Agriculture Tony Perrett also backed AgForce’s call for ﬁrm action from the Government to act and
beef up trespass laws and give stronger powers to the police so they can actually penalise these offenders,” Mr Perrett said.
“This has all gone too far. The Government has to draw a line in the sand and put an end to this disgraceful extremism.”

The South Burnett Veterinary Group has practices
conveniently located at Murgon, Kingaroy and
Wondai.
We provide a comprehensive and professional
service to all species of animals, in a caring and
friendly environment.

C.R Braithwaite BVSc. and Associates
MURGON - 56 Douglas Street Ph 07 4168 1277
WONDAI - 66 Mackenzie Street Ph 07 4168 5733
KINGAROY - 163 Youngman Street Ph 07 4162 4999
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Community Health EXPO with guest speaker Shane Webcke, ambassador
for Workplace Health and Safety

Fireﬁghters displayed what would happen if a cup of water was put on a fat ﬁre in your house

Many of our local Health workers and organizations were on hand to give important advice for safety at Work,
Home and Community including medications.
18

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock

Lovely 3 bedroom home with open plan kitchen and lounge with air
conditioning, that leads you through the French doors onto the front deck. Main
bedroom has an ensuite, walk in robe, air conditioning and you can walk out
onto a separate deck. Large second bedroom with ceiling to ﬂoor wardrobes
with mirrors & a private deck. Cement driveway with a 2 bay carport, ramp and
stair access at the front of the home. GOOMERI $170,000

The year ﬁve class at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary
School Murgon visited Cherbourg Radio station to record
a song for school assembly. The song, called “Year Five is
on Fire”, provides vision and encouragement for students
to be conﬁdent, nurturing and respectful.
Michael Monk and Aunty Iris warmly welcomed the
students and showed the class the radio’s museum before
recording the song and interviewing students.

3 BRM 2 BATHROOM MODERN HOME. On a 1⁄4 of an acre, quiet area, waling
distance to schools, pool & shops. Suspended ﬂoor on steel stump, 2 spacious
bedrooms with built ins & ceiling fans. Main has A/C, ensuite & security screen
door that leads out to the back deck. Open plan lounge with A/C & ceiling fan.
Fully fenced yard, 2 bay colour bond shed, with workshop area. Tank & town
water connected. Relax on the deck looking out into the paddocks. MURGON
REDUCED $199,000

The Murgon RSL Sub Branch Inc.

Monthly General Meetings

1st Saturday of each month
commencing at 10.00am.
Diggers Room –
Murgon Services & Memorial Club
Cnr. Lamb and Gore St, Murgon.
For new memberships or general enquiries to join as a
social member of the branch, please contact
Kevin Gill, Secretary, Murgon RSL Sub Branch Inc.
M: 0427 915 533, E: kevinjgill115977@gmail.com

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Rental Property Repairs & Bond Cleans
Domestic Fence & Gate Repairs * Presale Property Clean-ups * Painting
* Blind & Curtain Fitting * Shed Clean Outs & Rubbish Removal
Pensioner Discounts / Prompt Service

Free Quotes Competitive Rates
Ph: 0457 581 749

Liability Insurance Coverage
Servicing Murgon - Wondai - Proston - Kingaroy & Cherbourg

Spacious high set home, on 1 acre, with a in ground pool. Features a renovated
kitchen, high ceilings, French doors, stained glass, some security screens, & air
conditioning. 3 spacious bedrooms with carpet, ceiling fans & built ins. 2 large
sunrooms, separate kitchen, lounge & dining. Back balcony provides room for
entertaining. 4 bay colour bond shed, car storage & workshop underneath the
home. Town & tank water connected. MURGON $210,000

Immaculate 3 bedroom home, front & back decks, with new kitchen. Lounge has
A/C & ceiling fan, 2 double doors that lead you out to the front verandah with
privacy screens. Bedroom 1& 2 both have built ins, A/C & fans. Third bedroom
has a fan. Bathroom, shower only, large vanity & lots of storage. Remote
garage, workshop, solar panels & a heat pump. Landscaped & well maintained
gardens at the front and back of the home, fully fenced.
MURGON $215,000

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock
86 Lamb Street, Murgon Qld 4605. P.O.Box 377
Ph: 0741681600, Fax: 0741681542
Mobile: 0407097109,
Email: dianne.acrelivestock@bigpond.com
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The South Burnett sees some much-needed rain.
Boondooma and Lake Barambah have seen a very small inﬂux of water from some great rain over the South
Burnett recently. Although it wasn’t a lot, it was very welcome with Boondooma sitting at 34% and BP dam 8%.
The ﬁsherman haven’t been too disappointed with mixed reports coming from both dams. It’s great to see so many
people coming to our dams, even with the lower water levels. Over the next few weeks, we should see the ﬁshing
improve considerably as the dropping temperatures stabilise.
Lake Barambah
BP has been a little tough of late for the lure casters due to the cooling weather and low water levels but ﬁsh
are still getting caught if you’re willing to put in the time. Bass and goldens in some areas have been thick and
sessions in the double digits still aren’t uncommon, so keep working on them if you’ve found a good show of ﬁsh.
Best areas of late have been wide around the lightening ridge area and the quarry, ﬁshing down the drop offs. The
deeper water from Bass point right down the middle to the public boat ramp is also worth of a drift or two. Best
baits have been 1⁄2 ounce rigged plastics, 1⁄4 ounce blades spinnerbaits and chatter-baits.
Anglers young and old are still enjoying the ﬁshing at BP,
this bass was caught walking the bank at BP by Dion.
Because BP is a shallow dam most ﬁsh generally
congregate around areas in the dam where drop offs are. The
best way to ﬁnd these drop off, is to use your sounder and ﬁnd
them or look for points or banks that drop away quickly. Cast
your lure up shallow and slowly wind it down the slope and try
to keep it close to the bottom. I always try to imagine where
my lure is sitting close to the bottom to keep in contact with
the ﬁsh or the “strike zone”. I consistently let the lure touch
the bottom so that I know I’m always close as I wind my lure
back to the boat. Using this method usually puts you onto ﬁsh
eventually.
Be wary from Bass point onwards towards the timber is
very shallow.
Trollers are getting some nice bass and goldens trolling
over the drop offs out from Bass point and down the middle of
the dam between bass point and the caravan park boat ramp
also try trolling over the prominent points of the dam using
spinnerbaits and blades.
Bait ﬁsherman are getting heaps of table ﬁsh, ﬁshing just about anywhere on the dam that is over 10 feet deep
and near any structure. Best baits have been shrimps and worms.
There is some red claw still about as well so make sure you pack the pots.
Boondooma
Boondooma has been ﬁshing reasonably well in the main basin of the dam. There are a few good options when
your ﬁshing during this time of year, though it does pay to be patient. The dam has grown some scattered weed
edges over the summer months and these edges will now come into play now that the water is beginning to cool.
I’d start the day along these weed edges and begin my throwing lipless cranks, chatter-baits or spinnerbaits up to
the weed edges and begin a slow retrieve back to the boat. This is your most likely chance of coming across some
big healthy bass and some yellow belly.
There are plenty of bass schooled around the major points of the dam, particularly around areas that the wind
blows past and creates current eddies. Sound around areas like the points around the rock walls near the dam wall
and the major rocky points around the front of the dam. Here, the water is at its clearest due to the recent inﬂow.
When a school has been located start by casting 5/8 spinnerbaits, 20 gram spoons and 1⁄2 rigged soft plastic and
count from 5 to 7 seconds depending on how deep the ﬁsh are sitting. Consistent fast retrieves have been working
best and it pays to put in multiple casts before you get a bite or a ﬁsh. 1⁄2 ounce rigged plastics have been a
popular choice amongst anglers as the bait is a smaller proﬁle and can be burnt fast as well to initiate a strike from
any hungry ﬁsh.
Another great option, particularly if you have young kids is to jig 30 to 40 mm blades around the abovementioned points. The most consistent depth out wider of these points is 20ft. Dropping down a blade and jigging it
vertically off the bottom is a great way to catch some ﬁsh and an easy technique for the kids.
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Some great catches of Bass are still coming from Boondooma
if your patient during the cooling water temps.
Trollers are catching some nice bass and goldens in the
main basin trolling 5/8 spinnerbaits and deep diving hard bodies
around the major points and tight along the big steep rock walls.
Red claw have been coming in pretty thick of late and some
big lobster size ones as well. Set your pots close to any rock
structure or thick timber and you’re in with a good chance of a
feed. Soft fruit and vegetables have been the best bait as well as
dog biscuits.
Charter News
Don’t forget that you can also book a ﬁshing charter with me
on BP and Boondooma dams. If you’d like a great day out and
all the info and knowledge to catch Bass or Yellow belly in our two great dams make sure you give me a call on
0408658592 and I’ll be happy to take you out for a great days ﬁshing.
Hope to see you on the water soon, Tight Lines and Bent Rods
Matthew Langford

MURGON ROTARY NEWS

The Rotary Club of Murgon was pleased to be able to make a recent donation to Castra, through the Castra
Ladies Auxilliary, of a special monitor for various health related issues, commonly called an Obs Trolley. Pictured
are staff Nellie, Mavora, Emma, Angela and Sandy proudly showing it off. The funds for this machine were raised
through the 2018 Murgon Music Muster.
Brochures for the 2019 Murgon Music Muster are now available at various outlets including the Visitor
Information Centres. Don’t forget to collect one to see our list of amazing artists this year. Info is also available on
our Facebook page and our webpage: www.murgonmusicmuster.com
There’s only just over a month to go until we depart on our 4WD tag along trip, the Barambah Bush Bash.
Don’t forget to contact Mark Quinn on quinnmkba@bigpond.com if you’re interested in joining us.
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ANDREW MULLER

Andrew Muller celebrated his 102nd birthday on the 14th March 2019 with family and friends at
Southern Cross “Castra” Murgon. Long time resident Jane Baker supplied the music on the piano.

Preps having fun at Wheatland’s State School. a photo you will remember in years to come.
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We Sadly mourn the loss of:
CHILCOTT, Glen Thomas, Late of Goomeri
MAYNARD, Ellen Annie, Late of Kinleymore, Proston
DINTE, Jennifer Meryl “Meg” Late of Toowoomba and formerly of Halls Creek, Murgon, and Wallumbilla,
McCORMACK, Gladys Jennie. Late of Murgon

Deb and Katy secure safer roads for Kilkivan

Member for Nanango, Deb Frecklington and local Kilkivan businesswoman, Katy McCallum
have secured a win for road safety in Kilkivan.
Mrs Frecklington said there will be signiﬁcant improvements to line marking and the installation of new and larger
directional signs through the main street of the town.
“Katy contacted me in January this year to share her concerns about the road safety issues
she had experienced in Kilkivan,” Mrs Frecklington said.
“We had a meeting in early February in Kilkivan to discuss the problems and inspect the roads, in particular James
Street, which has become a popular ‘rat running’ road for drivers trying to bypass the Wide Bay Highway through the
main part of the township.
“Concerns were also raised about heavy vehicles ‘overshooting’ the 90 degree bend in the Wide Bay Highway in
Kilkivan when travelling west, resulting in the heavy vehicles approaching the school zone area at high speeds.
“Following our meeting, I wrote to the Department of Transport and Main Roads, who took the issues to the
Gympie Trafﬁc Advisory Committee Meeting, and it was agreed that improvements needed to be made,” Deb said.
Katy McCallum said it is a huge win for Kilkivan and a big relief when it comes to road safety for both vehicles and
pedestrians.
“Our businesses are on the main highway, and I have seen many near misses and heavy vehicles ‘racing each other’
down James Street. James Street also borders the main recreational park in Kilkivan and it’s a dangerous situation for
families with young children playing in the vicinity,” Mrs McCallum said.
“When the fully loaded truck overshot the 90 degree bend on the Wide Bay Highway, it was 8.15am when our school
children were walking to school. It was a very scary scenario, and the truck actually ran straight over the pedestrian
crossing – it was just fortunate there were no kids on the crossing at that moment.
“These improvements to road markings and the installation of new signs will greatly improve the safety of trafﬁc
through our town. It’s overdue, but I’m really pleased to have been able to ﬁnally have these issues raised and to have
created some change for our community.
Every bit of assistance no matter how big or small that is given to Kilkivan contributes to a happy, thriving community
and makes for a strong solid town for our children to grow up in, our elderly to retire in and our workers to have jobs in
- thanks Deb,” Katy said.
The following road safety changes will be implemented in coming months:
‘Local trafﬁc only’ signs will be installed on the Wide Bay Highway at both James Street intersections to deter
vehicles rat running along the road.
Line marking improvements will be made on the Wide Bay Highway at the Council/Bligh streets intersection to
clearly identify the Wide Bay Highway as the priority movement.
New and larger directional signs will be installed to clearly identify the direction of travel for highway motorists.
Photo: Member for Nanango, Deb Frecklington, with Kilkivan business own, Katy McCallum at
the James Street intersection with the Wide Bay Highway. James Street will have ‘Local Trafﬁc Only’ signs installed.
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‘Leven Little Lonsdales’ by Merle Johnson

A review of the Book by Doon
McColl from Cairns.

The hard work, humour and love shared by eleven
children and their parents form the heart of this memoir
of a Queensland farming family.
Author Merle Johnson has faithfully captured what
life was like for bush kids from the 1950s to 1970s,
and it’s a story that will be familiar to many rural
Queenslanders.
The book begins with the wartime marriage of
parents Ned and Doris and their early family life on a
dairy farm in the South Burnett region.
The original farmhouse was typical of the time,
with no electricity, limited internal plumbing, chamber
pots under the bed and an outhouse was up the back.
“Proper baths were for Wednesdays and Saturdays,”
Merle recalls, “the other nights you just washed your
feet and face.”
The children were expected to help on the farm.
They hand milked the dairy herd before breakfast,
changed into school clothes and walked bare foot
several miles to their one-teacher school.
The eleven little Lonsdales created their own fun
when their daily chores were done, exploring the farm
and building cubbie houses and billy carts. They held
pram races, recruiting younger siblings to the sport:
“We had a few busters and they all fell out or tipped
over at times, but no harm was done.”
With eleven children the household was never dull:
“The strap was used regularly and sometimes had the
desired result.” Merle recalls that when her mother
was stressed she either yelled at her children or baked
biscuits. “She was quite capable of yelling and baking at the same time, and we always had plenty of home-made
biscuits.”
While times were tough, Ned and Doris ensured there was always enough food on the table. A hot roast lunch
every Sunday was followed by rice pudding, tapioca or baked custard. Some of the favourite family recipes are
listed in the book, including a recipe for German sausage with ingredients of “1⁄2 cow and 1⁄2 a pig” – with eleven
hungry children to feed, economies of scale were required.
Education was very important to Ned and Doris and they made many sacriﬁces to help their children get the
best schooling available. When it was time to go to high school, the Lonsdale teenagers boarded in a student
hostel in Murgon.
As the Lonsdales grew up, prams and billy carts gave way to motor bikes, trucks and racing cars. Ned and
his sons went on to build a state-wide reputation as resourceful mechanics, technicians and master builders who
could ﬁx anything with their bush ingenuity and strong work ethic.
Merle doesn’t hide the stressful side of remote living when medical care was limited. There are heart-breaking
times when one of the boys is killed in a motorbike accident and six brothers carry his casket from the church.
As the children grew up and scattered over Queensland, they began their own families. Every wedding is
characterised by hand-made wedding dresses (it wasn’t until her 40th wedding anniversary that Doris bought her
ﬁrst dress) and the logistics required for such large family gatherings.
Once most of the children had grown up, Doris and Ned moved into town and became heavily involved in civic
duties especially the CWA, local schools, and the Masons. There were always extra people and extended family
sleeping over at the Lonsdales.
Ned passed away in 1983 aged 71 years, a much loved role model. Doris continued as the family matriarch
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for another 30 years. She took care of generations of grandkids and great-grandkids, teaching them little known
nursery rhymes and the joys of licking cake batter from a spoon. Over 20 babies spanning ﬁve generations and
one hundred years slept in a little baby cot made for Doris by her father.
Doris died in 2012 aged 93 years. Three of the eleven little Lonsdales have also passed on and the remaining
eight have reached retirement age. Their own children have grown up and are carrying on the Lonsdale legacy of
working hard and making better lives for themselves and their communities.
With contributions from family members and letters from her mother and father, Merle has woven a story that
charts the lives of a hardworking and resourceful Queensland family.
If you don’t actually know one of the eleven little Lonsdales, you will know people like them and you will enjoy
their story.

About the author:

Merle Johnson is well known in North West Queensland as an active member of the Normanton community,
and a former Carpentaria Shire Councillor for 10 years. With her husband Floyd, they operated a heavy machinery
business before retiring. She grew up in the South Burnett district as one of the ‘Leven Little Lonsdales’ and is
keen for others to read their story.
Q: Why did you decide to write the book?
A: I always had the idea to write a story of our childhood at the Abbeywood Farm. Family get togethers always
resulted in much laughter and storytelling. Our Mum was a master story teller. The family reunion scheduled for
2019 was the catalyst to get it written.
Q: How did you go about writing it, how long did it take?
A: With this book in mind, I have collected stories, anecdotes, and kept letters for a long time. It took 2 years to
write. I decided on a time frame of 30 years for the story, and made a suggested chapter list to cover this period.
I sent a typed questionnaire to each sibling, asking for information on dates, i.e. when did you start school, where,
work history etc. this was expanded then to other events and happenings.
I spent many hours with each sibling writing notes and asking questions, and many more hours on the phone,
as well as emails, and reading letters and diary notes.
Q: What would your advice be for other would-be authors of family history?
A: Ask lots of questions and write notes. Establish a time for the history to start and ﬁnish. Check similar books
for ideas. Be prepared for different responses from your family, in relation to particular events/happenings
Q: Do your recollections differ from your siblings?
A: Sometimes. This can be a sorted by including different versions, or saying ‘this is how I remember it’.
Q: Are there any stories that you didn’t include?
A: Yes. Lots have come to mind since I ﬁnished the script, some I remembered and others my siblings
reminded me of. I had a ‘mantra’ in big letters on the fridge:Is it the truth: - Is it necessary: - Is it kind.
I found that I could work well with this guiding me, with what to include.
Q: With eleven children ﬁghting over who would lick the spoon when your mother baked - who mostly
won?
A. When Frankie was still at home, he pinched the spoon at every opportunity and took it to the verandah. This
was one of the few things he initiated by himself.
--------------------------------------The ‘Leven Little Lonsdale book is self-published by Merle Johnson and will be launched at a Lonsdale Family
Reunion at Lake Tinaroo Hall, Atherton Tableland,
on the 12th April 2019. Later in the year, Merle will host other gatherings to showcase her book.
These will be in Normanton in the Carpentaria Shire, and Proston, Murgon and Kingaroy in the South Burnett
District of Qld. Dates to be advised.
Please email Merle Johnson:- ﬂoydandmerle@bigpond.com Phone: 0409 053 122
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National Council of Women of
Queensland Inc. 2019 Bursary Program
Applications for the
National Council of Women
of Queensland Inc. (NCWQ)
2019 bursaries are open.
34 bursaries for female
students are available to
assist Queensland women
with their educational
expenses.
The value of the bursaries range from $1,000.00 to
$2,000.00 and are available for women from Year
12 to PhD level.

Real Estate - Livestock - Country Attire

Can you answer YES to the below

Do you
live in Logan, Moreton Bay, South Burnett, Maranoa,
Regional or Rural Queensland?
Do You want to become a Teacher? Or are you
studying in the ﬁelds of Special Education or Early
Childhood?
Does a family member have cancer?
Are you an Indigenous Student?
Are you keen to work in aged care?
Are you studying journalism, physical science, speech
pathology, audiology, medicine, law, justice or a Stem
course?
Do you have a disability or mental illness?
Do you have a passion for volunteering?
Are you returning to work study after a break?
Are you enrolled in a PhD course which will lead to a
direct beneﬁt to women?
Do you identify with the LGBTIQ community?
Are you increasing your skills in leadership and
governance preparing you for board membership or
are you able to demonstrate outstanding leadership
qualities?

The Quiet Life: High set Timber home, External paint freshly done, two bedrooms all T
& G walls and ceiling all in original state, large lounge with gas heater outlet and split
air conditioning, kitchen has new gas stove heaps of cupboard space, front patio with
screens, new gas hot water system and tank, workshop under house, house has town water
and sewage, Would be a great rental, walking distance to CBD $110,000. Owner will
listen to offers!!

Corner Allotment: 4 bedrooms, built ins, ensuite, freshly painted inside, fully renovated
bathroom, tile rumpus room, large lounge and dining, kitchen, double garage and carport
for caravan, gardens with sprinkler system, fenced backyard, Rental income $255 p.w.
Reduced to sell at $185,000

Are You?

A female full-time student in her ﬁrst year of a tertiary
course
A resident of regional Queensland who has relocated
for tertiary studies
An Australian citizen or Permanent Resident of
Australia
If you answered YES to any of these questions,
you may be able to apply for one of the bursaries.
More information and the application forms are
available on the NCWQ website – www.ncwq.org.
au/bursaries - and Facebook page. Applications close
20th May
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Country Charm: THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN REDUCED - OWNERS WILL LISTEN
TO ALL OFFERS: 3 bedrooms built ins, polished ﬂoors, timber kitchen with dishwasher,
ofﬁce and sunroom, open plan lounge and dining, large main bedroom, claw foot bath
and washstand, wide verandahs, entertainment deck, paved BBQ area, cubby house and
sandpit, inground swimming pool, water tank, landscaped gardens, vegie gardens and
fruit trees, fully fenced $249,000

Of fice: (07) 4168 2850
Stacey: 0429 681 181
w w w.prattagencies.com.au

OFFICE Ph (07) 4168 2850
DENNIS Ph 4168 1979 - Mobile 0427 622 334

Wondai Regional Art Gallery
April 2019 Exhibition
2019 Wondai Garden Expo Art Competition
THEME: A Garden Theme (Any Medium)
Kids Korner: South Burnett Home Schooling Group
The exhibition will remain in the Wondai Regional Art Gallery until Saturday, 27 April, 2019
The exhibition will be open 7 days a week, 10.00am till 4.00pm. Free Entry
Telephone: 07 4168 5926 or email wondaiartgallery@southburnett.qld.gov.au
Sponsored by Wondai Garden Expo Inc

A thank you dinner of 30 Wondai Art Gallery volunteers was held to thank two long standing volunteers Roza Lear
and Jenny who have retired from the gallery. We thank them for their many years of dedication and support of the
gallery. Long standing
Wondai Art Gallery
President Elaine stood
down at the last AGM
and Amanda has taken
up the reins, although
Elaine has stayed
on as vice president
to support and help
Amanda.
Also acknowledgement
was made of Gil and
Michelle Smith, long
standing supporters
of the gallery for their
wide ranging and
ongoing support of the
gallery.
Wondai Art Gallery
have a strong team of
loyal supporters and
it is much appreciated
by the community and
wider Art world.
27

28

From the Principal’s desk
Term 2 has come and gone in a ﬂash.
It has been a very busy term with lots
happening across the whole school.
Today and over the holidays is a perfect
opportunity for students to reﬂect on
missed opportunities and
what they can do next term to be
actively engaged in learning every day and
in every class.
Today is also a time for myself as
Principal, to reﬂect on my last two terms
at Murgon State High School, as I will not
be returning next term. The school was rebanded early this term to a band 11 school,
reﬂecting the complexity of the broader
community and the challenges faced.
I was not successful in the recruitment
process for the permanent Principal
position.
I would like to let everyone know
that Simon Cotton will be taking up the
Principal’s position as of next term. Simon
has been working in the community as
a Community Education Coordinator.
He brings a wealth of knowledge and
experience to the school. I am sure you
will join with me in welcoming Simon to the school community.
We have had some great gains in reading data over the last since 6 months, with students actively reading and
engaging in strategies to strengthen comprehension of what they are reading. I would like to commend parents
who are working with students at home around reading. It is important for students to read every day. It is very
simple to engage your children in reading, simply ﬁnd what it is that interests them and purchase reading materials

aligned to that topic. For example, if your child loves footy, purchase them a footy magazine subscription.
Once again thank you to everyone for your support over the last 6 months. I look forward to keeping in touch
with newly made friends and acquaintances. Thank you, farewell, God Bless!
Rod Prior, Principal

Girls Academy, Girls who received Participation awards were Aquilla Malone and Mia Sandow, Perfect
Attendance; Rose Fisher and Kate Briggs, Achievement; Ayana Murray and a Leadership award; Lataya Fisher.
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True story written by a WW1 soldier from his Diary’s
Private Frank Baker, Pomona QLD.

Lovingly given to us by his Daughter in Law Joy Baker and Grand Daughter Tricia Beckett

When you read these transcripts, you can’t believe how our forefathers travelled, mainly by train, horse, bus, tram
and boat and the hardships that these WW1 veterans endured for us to enjoy the world in which we live.

Final Edition of the letters of Private Frank Baker, Pomona QLD.

Feb.. 7th.Revallie at 4am. this morning breakfast at 4.30. Parade at 5.0 o’clock. Left no 1. Command Suttonferry
5.30. Arrived in Warminister 6.30.had cup of Coffee and biscuits at Y.M C.A. from there into the train.Left Warminister
from Devonport at 7.30.am.Arrived at Devonport Quarters at 3 o çlock off the train onto troopships called Lancashire
Down on bottom deck. Messing at 21 table.
Feb..8th. Left Devonport Wharf this morning 10 o ‘clock arrived out through the Heads at 11 o ‘clock.
Feb ..9th. This last 24 hours has been very rough going through the Bay of Biscay.
Feb.11th. Weather taken up a little bit of sun. Showers at intervals. Passing the Spanish Coast on our left.
Feb..12th. In the Straights of Gibralter. Passed the Rock last night 12 midnight. Feb..13th. In the Mediterranean Sea ,
weather calm and sunshine. Passed Ciciley Island.
Feb..18th Arrived at Port Said at 6.30, last night. Dropped anchor in mouth of Canal took on board fresh water and
eatables. Left Port Said this evening 2.30. through the Suez Canal
Mar.14th..Arrived at Fremantle this morning. Anchored out in Bay Western Australia. Disembarking, the place in
quarantine and they were taken across to Rottenest Island for 7 days .
Mar..22nd..Arrived in Hobart this morning, anchored off in Port Macquarie. Tasmania. Soldiers disembarked and
taken across to the quarantine Station on Burnie Island. Weighed anchor at 1o 0‘clock in the evening, well out at sea
ship
Mar..26th..Passed Gabo Island 3am this morning. Passed Little Coogee Beach and Big Coogee Beach. Long Bay,
Darling Point . Arrived Sydney 3p.m. Anchored off Manly Jetty and disembarked the N.S.W. troops.
Mar..30th.Sunday morning and still anchored out in bay. There is Redcliff just behind us, Sandgate, Woodenpoint,
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Wynumm and Manly, King Island, St Lina,
Apr..19th. Arrived Gladstone 11.30. Embarked on the A.V.S.N.Steamer, bound for Cairns Bibgard.
Apr..25..ANZAC DAY 1919,
Left Kaorowa en route for Atherton. Arrived at Tolga. Train departed in 10 mins, after a look at the town proceeded to
Atherton. Went to the Shrine Hall at night and had a service for those chaps who had fallen at Gallipoli.
Editors Footnote: We hope you have enjoyed these transcripts, you can’t believe the suffering that our forefathers
endured and the hardships that these WW1 veterans endured for us to enjoy the world in which we live. Many thanks to
Daughter in Law Joy Baker and Grand Daughter Tricia Beckett for letting us share these remarkable and sad memories
of War.
MURGON 25th April - ANZAC DAY Program 2019
Dawn Service
4.45am - Fellowship at Diggers Room (Rum & Milk) for RSL Members.
5.15am - Guard Mounted
5.20am - Service men and women fall in and march to the cenotaph
5.30am - Service commences
A “GUNFIRE BREAKFAST” will be held in the Diggers Room following the service.
All donations to Legacy.
March and Service

The March steps off at 9.45am (Parade assembles from 9am in the car park of the Murgon Services Club) with
Miss Trudi Lines taking the salute and giving the address. There will be a ﬂyover from the RAAF during the march.
Refreshments provided in the Diggers Room following the service.
Please contact the Sub Branch Secretary on 0427 915 533 with any questions.

We extend an invitation to everyone to attend the Anzac Day
commemorations on 25th April
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PROSTON SHOW HIGHLIGHTS

Photo L-R: Proston Show Society president Tabitha Bleys with Les and Dell Blanch who were made Life
Members of the Proston Show Society ... Mayor Keith Campbell presented them with their pins
The 61st annual Proston Show was another celebration of everything that’s good about life in a country
town ... a community pulling together to make things happen.
Recently elected Show Society president Tabitha Bleys said cattle numbers were down, as expected,
due to the drought, but to make up for it, entries were up in the wood-chopping, dog show and
Stockman’s Challenge.
“This 61st show is a really good one even in this dry time,” Tabitha said.
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Photo: BIEDO CEO Kristy Frahm and South Burnett mayor Keith Campbell
Fourth generation Proston resident Kristy Frahm, the CEO of the Burnett Inland Economic Development
Organisation (BIEDO), ofﬁcially opened the show.
She recalled that her grandfather, the late Gordon Buchanan, had been called on to do the same task back in
2004 and she was honoured to be asked. Kirsty said Proston excels at special events.
“As long as I can remember, come what may, Proston community has always held special events for us all to
be part of,” she said. “The show, the campdraft, spring fairs, Christmas carnivals, fundraisers ... they bring
us together and give us a reason to celebrate.
“No one does events quite like this community. “Proston has given me the spirit of community and I can’t tell
you how much I draw on that.”
Senior Champion
Tropical Cow,
HH Park Miss
Charlotte, 40 months,
from HH Park
Brahmans at Gympie,
was sashed Supreme
Exhibit of the Show ...
Les Lee, from
Leegra Fitting Service
at Silverleaf, was
presented with the
trophy by Deputy
Mayor Kathy Duff
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Amanda Weber, from Leegra Fitting Service, with Battalion Speckled Park Stockade ... Stockade was named
Grand Champion British and Supreme Bull of the Show and is now on his way to the Easter Show in Sydney

Cattle steward Michael Nott, from Proston, with 2018 Queensland Rural Ambassador runner-up Nathan Trace,
2018 South Burnett Miss Showgirl Stacey Sanders and South Burnett Deputy Mayor Kathy Duff
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Photo L-R: 2019 Proston Miss Showgirl Hayley Flint with Kate Roberts, Proston; and chief Pavilion steward
Brenda Johanson, 2019 Proston Junior Rural Ambassador Chloe Scanlan and Junior Miss Showgirl Jessica
Jackson at the ofﬁcial lunch.

The Pavilion theme this year was dragons, and there were lots of them in paintings and craftwork ... Maureen
Bowden won ﬁrst prize for fretwork with this Dragon clock

The Murgon Men’s Shed had the task of cutting out 200 roosters which were decorated by Proston
schoolchildren for the Decorate a Wooden Rooster competition.
The Crack-up Sisters from Winton provided great entertainment and gave whip cracking lessons.

35

Mondure Couple Celebrates 50 Years

Leo Kleiss and Jenny Brennan were married in Geelong in
1968
December 22, 2018
A pair of “grey nomads” who came to the South Burnett to
lend a hand with BlazeAid – and stayed – celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary on Friday.
Leo and Jenny (nee Brennan) Kleiss live at Mondure.
The couple was married on December 21, 1968, at St Mary’s
Catholic Church in Geelong.
They lived on the Mornington Peninsula in Victoria before
shifting to Woombye on the Sunshine Coast in 1976.
Over the years they had three children, and eight
grandchildren.
When they retired, they hit the road as “grey nomads”,
travelling around Australia for about 10 years.
In 2013, they joined the BlazeAid camp at Murgon which
was set up to help local farmers whose properties had been
damaged in the Australia Day ﬂoods.
They made the decision then to settle permanently in the
region.
“We liked the people around here so much,” Jenny said. “The people are really lovely.”
Leo and Jenny bought a rural residential block at Mondure three years ago and quickly became involved with
the local community.
Jenny is a member of the Mondure Rural Fire Brigade and also volunteers at Meals on Wheels and the Wondai
Driver Reviver stall.
She’s also keen on gardening and is a member of the local gardening club.
Jenny and Leo celebrated their Golden Anniversary quietly ... and were more than a little embarrassed that
they’d been “dobbed” in to southburnett.com.au by their daughter, Donna!

NATIONAL SENIORS
The next General Meeting of the Murgon & District Branch is on Thursday 18th April at the Murgon Bowls Club
from 10.00am after Morning Tea at 9.30am. There is a photo competition and the topic is “a holiday photo with
you in it”. The National Seniors Australia Zone 103 Conference is being held in Murgon at the Murgon Bowls
Club on Thursday 16th May 2019. We will have 5 other NSA Branches visiting our town and they are Capricornia;
Gladstone; Hervey Bay; Gympie & Nanango. The June General Meeting is on Thursday 20th June at the Murgon
Bowls Club.
Yours sincerely, Patricia Seiler, Publicity Ofﬁcer

You are invited to attend Murgon Neighbourhood Watch meeting Murgon Services
Club Diggers Room, 6.00pm to 7.30pm Monday 15th April, 2019, Come and enjoy
an informative night with other members of your community.
****There is no cost to attend and no joining fee****
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Kingaroy Supa IGA Mayor’s Charity Ball.
Saturday 8th June 2019
‘I am delighted to announce that Kingaroy Supa IGA are the event sponsors for the 2019 Mayor’s Charity Ball.
Kingaroy Supa IGA has supported the Ball since 2015 and it’s terriﬁc to have them on board once again’, said
Mayor Campbell.
“Kingaroy Supa IGA is proud to be supporting an event that sees proﬁts going back into its community and we
encourage businesses and individuals to support this worthy cause”, said Trace O’Neill.
The Red Earth Community Foundation are the charity that will receive and distribute all proceeds from the
evening. The Red Earth Community Foundation has been supporting the South Burnett since 2013 and one of its
ﬁrst projects was to coordinate and deliver funds raised through the “2013 Mayor’s Red Earth South Burnett Flood
Appeal”. Over $90,000 was raised and distributed to property owners, businesses and community organisations,
helping our region get back on its feet after the damaging ﬂoods.
Mayor Campbell said, “I encourage all South Burnett residents to build on their strengths - for their families
and community, so we can all enjoy an even better South Burnett for many years to come. Organisations like Red
Earth Community Foundation can help us to reach further than we once might have imagined.”
The evening will commence with forecourt entertainment followed by a sit-down dinner inside the town hall
showcasing regional ﬁne food. After dinner, guests can enjoy a laugh with sell-out comedian Joel Ozborn and
music by Franky Smart. There will be a short fundraising auction and plenty of time for dancing and socialising.
Tickets go on sale today. Contact Council on 4189 9100 or visit our Kingaroy Customer Service Centre to book
your table and/or tickets.
If you can’t attend this event, Mayor Campbell is happy to discuss other options with you that can assist. Please
contact him on 4189 9155.
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Murgon Golf Club - 2018 QLD Golf Club of the Year (under 400 members)

Murgon Golf Club is a volunteer operated club situated in the South Burnett region, three hours north of
Brisbane.
Financially, the Club has transformed from being on the verge of closure a few years ago, to now being in
a strong ﬁnancial position.
By running both women’s and junior programs to encourage the growth of golf in the local community,
Murgon GC increased its membership in the last year by 16%. Further, the club is proud to have 14 adult
indigenous members amongst its ranks.
The golf course has a well-deserved reputation as an excellent country course with fully irrigated fairways
and greens constructed to USGA standard. Since 2007, Golf Australia Queensland Ofﬁce has chosen
Murgon as the venue for the Queensland Indigenous Championships.
Murgon GC is not alone in having passionate volunteers involved at a club, but it is a standard bearer in
its governance and community engagement. Congratulations

$20,000 grant to boost Murgon
Town Hall amenities

Men and Young Men’s Fashion, Workwear,
Sportswear, Surfwear, Formal Hire, In House Embroidery

87 Lamb Street Murgon. 4605
Ph/ Fax: 07 4168 1355
Ah: 07 4168 1149, Mob: 0417 608 929
E-Mail: marksmith@burnett.net.au

Welcome to Murgon’s new web site
Lots of stories, photos, events
download the Murgon Moments
A great place to Live, Work & Play
murgon.net.au
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A $20,000 grant from Member for Wide Bay Llew O’Brien will
kit out Murgon Town Hall with new furniture including a mobile
audio-visual projector and screen.
“From movie screenings for community events and
fundraisers, to business presentations and educational forums, this
AV equipment is a valuable addition to the amenities at Murgon
Town Hall,” Mr O’Brien said.
“The Town Hall is an essential community facility for not just
Murgon but throughout the South Burnett, and this equipment and
furniture will make it even more useful to community groups, local
organisations, schools and businesses throughout the region.”
The funding will be delivered by the Department of
Infrastructure, Regional Development and Cities.
“The Government is committed to supporting local communities
to prosper and grow, and local infrastructure projects like this are
critical if we want to boost economic growth and improve local
amenities and facilities,” Mr O’Brien said.

JOKE FOR
THE MONTH
The boss isn’t always right............

A major steel company feeling it was time for a shakeup, hired a
new CEO.

The new boss was determined to rid the company of all slackers.

On a tour of the facilities, the CEO noticed a man leaning against
a wall..

The room was full of workers and he wanted to let them know that
he meant business.....................
He asked the man, “How much money do you make a week?”

A little surprised, the young man looked at him and said, “I make
£300 a week. Why?”
The CEO said, “Wait right here.” He walked back to his ofﬁce,
came back in two minutes,
and handed the man £1200 in cash and said,

“Here’s four weeks’ pay. Now GET OUT and don’t come back.”

Feeling pretty good about himself the CEO looked around the room
and asked,
“Does anyone want to tell me what that lay-about did here?”

From across the room a voice said, “Pizza delivery man from
Domino’s.”

Advertising Charges
MURGON MOMENTS
All Ad Prices in Colour

SINGLE
12
MONTHLY MONTHLY
PRICE
PRICE
INC GST INC GST

LLEW O’BRIEN

FULL PAGE (in colour)

$600.00

$600.00

1/2 PAGE

$280.00

$260.00

1/4 PAGE

$125.00

$115.00

LARGE MATCHBOX

$75.00

$68.00

COMB LARGE MATCHBOX

$170.00

$158.00

RH SMALL MATCHBOX

$60.00

$53.00

LH SMALL MATCHBOX

$45.00

$38.00

COMBINATION LARGE
MATCHBOX FRONT PAGE
(MAX 3 CONS ISSUES)

$245.00
inc GST

IN COLOUR
All prices include GST
OVER 3000 ISSUES PRINTED
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We wish you all a happy and safe Easter

Lily Ponds A-La Carte Licensed Restaurant
Open to the Public Mon- Thurs nights from 6.00pm

Bookings preferred- ph: 4168 1400.

SES EMERGENCY NUMBER

132500

CLOSING TIME

For all news items and advertisements is the 25th of each
month and they are to be either EMAILED to
lgeraghty@datawave.net.au or delivered to
Clifton Motors,
54 Macalister St, Murgon
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Kathy’s Comments
Fantastic Easter Fair

I would like to congratulate the MBDA Christmas/Easter Fair
Committee on a wonderful Easter Fair. It was great that the
weather was favourable and it was also great to see everyone
relaxed and having an enjoyable evening. The rides for the kids
were spectacular and the great big wooden Easter Egg handmade and painted by the Murgon Men’s Shed was a fantastic
backdrop for photos with the Easter Bunny. Murgon should be
proud of this great event and hopefully the committee continues
to have some luck with the weather when they make a decision
on future events.
Congratulations Murgon Golf Club

Hats off to members of the Murgon Golf Club for being honoured
with the award for best Golf Club in the State with less than 400
members. This is a huge honour and one that Murgon should be
justly proud of. The Club was up against 270 other Golf Clubs
around Queensland so it was a big win for our small Club.
Proston and Murgon Shows great for our community

I was able to attend these two great country shows that once
again were a big success. Proston always punches above its
weight and this year was no exception with lots of people and
plenty of activity to show case the area. Murgon as always
brought the crowd to the night event with a spectacular ﬁreworks
and I think the best bulls and bull riders I have seen in a long
time. Congratulations to the two committees led by Tabitha Bligh
for Proston and Alan Trim for Murgon.
Murgon/Cherbourg Community Safety Meeting

Pastor Max Conlon and I organised a recent community meeting
that I think was quite successful. The meeting was called to try
to come up with solutions to the community problem of youth
crime. I was pleased to see that both Murgon and Cherbourg
were on the same page and everyone was working towards
positive outcomes. One of the suggestions that we are trying
to progress is to have the PCYC open on Saturday nights from
9.00pm to 1.00pm in the morning. This is to try to encourage
roaming children to go there for a meal and some activities. This
model is based on what is happening at Moree where they have
a similar problem but in a greater magnitude. They said that one
night is working so far as youth crime is decreasing because the
kids not only have a meal and activities but the time spent with
the Police and other volunteers helps with relationship building.
The community stepped up in Moree because they had had
enough and decided to try something for themselves. I am
hoping that our community steps up to help to trial this program.
If you would like to help please contact the Branch Manager
Rene at the PCYC on 41681889.
Real Life Barambah

Congratulations to the Barambah Ministers Association for the
success of the Bill Newman crusade. It is a Christian movement
and sometimes particularly in this day and age it can be difﬁcult to
encourage people to be involved. There was a lot of preparation
and careful planning to bring the Youth with a Mission Group,
the band Iron and Clay and Bill Newman to the community. I
attended most of the sessions and was pleased to see a lot of
support and particularly a number of young people attending. It
was also great that the youth groups travelled around and went
into a number of the small schools in the outlying areas.
Proston Golden Spurs Campdraft a Huge Success

How great is it that the Proston Campdraft Association organised
the Campdraft events as well as organising auctions and
donations to go towards the Sisters of the North appeal to help
ﬂood affected farmers. The event raised around $46,000 towards
the appeal and was an overwhelming success. Congratulations
also to the Committee on the upgrades to the grounds. The
wheel chair accessible grandstand enabled at least three extra
people who would have struggled to attend sit in comfort and
enjoy the spectacle. I was pleased that our Council was able to
help with $3000 towards the upgrades to the cattle yards and
$3000 towards a new PA system.
Upcoming Events

Don’t forget the Anzac Day ceremonies and the annual Spirit of
the Bush Heritage Muster at Boondooma Homestead from the
24th through to the 28th of April. There is also a whole weekend
of Easter fun in Proston with the Easter Parade & Regatta and
in Wondai they are hosting the Garden Expo and Orchid Show.
Thanks to the Community

I would like to sincerely thank the community for the love,
support, cards, ﬂowers, kind words and messages that have
simply poured in after the sad loss of my Dad. I am extremely
grateful and appreciative of the overwhelming support that my
family and I have received during this difﬁcult time.
Contact Details

As always I am working on following up jobs and concerns that
have been brought to my attention. Please contact me if you
have an issue or wish to make an appointment.
Cr Kathy Duff (Division 5) South Burnett Regional Council
(Deputy Mayor)
Phone 07 41680225 or 0437020705 or
email kduff@southburnett.qld.gov.au
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A MOMENT – with Murgon Local
Ambulance Committee
Our ﬁrst community event for the year was February’s
Health Expo, “Focus on You”, at the PCYC. New committee
member, Louise, joined the team for this occasion – as did
‘Brayden”, our new “illuminating” CPR demonstration manikin.
Our new LAC shirts also made their ﬁrst appearance.
Our ﬁrst community CPR Awareness training session for
2019 was organised by Wooroolin Lions in March. It was
a great night after a storm-delayed start. CPR Awareness
demonstrations at Murgon Show will be followed by Seniors’
programs at Goomeri and Kilkivan, and the Murgon Easter
Fair.
The CPR Awareness program provides community
members with the basic knowledge and hands-on skills to
respond, promptly and calmly, in a life-threatening emergency
- when someone suffers a suspected heart attack or sudden
cardiac arrest. That response could save a life!
Our CPRA team will endeavour to provide a training
session - for families, community groups or clubs - at your
venue, at a time that suits you. Cost is a gold coin donation
per person. For further information, please phone Kerry or
Bob, 4169 0909
Thank you for spending - a Moment with Murgon Local Ambulance Committee

Get Involved - Have your Say, Grants, Prizes, Surveys,
Events and Reviews
Land Valuations - Have you recently received a land valuation? If you disagree with the valuation, you can lodge
an objection. Closes 7th May 2019
Community Heritage Grants - Up to $15,000 for groups to help preserve Australian cultural heritage collections.
Closes 6th May.
Qld Indigenous Youth Leadership Program - Applications now open. Closes 15th April.
2019 Multicultural Qld Awards - Nominations now open. Closes 18th April.
Sexual Violence Prevention Framework Consultation - Have your say. Closes 30th April.
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EASTER PARADE - Satuday 20Th April 2019

WHERE: Parade starting at the Baptist Church and traveling along Blake Street down to the
Railway Park & CWA Rooms
TIME: 9.30 am PARADE STARTS: 10
am
Prizes For:

BEST DECORATED FLOAT

(OF ANY DESCRIPTION – IT COULD BE CAR, TRUCK,
TRACTOR, HORSE AND CART, SCOOTER, WALKERS,
BICYCLES - ADULTS AND CHILDREN);

Best Fancy Costume
GAMES

THONG TOSS (foot type of thong) EGG
& SPOON RACE, SCAVENGER HUNT,
DRY BED REGATTA, plus EASTER HAT
PARADE AT 11.00 AM
ENTRY PRICES: TO BE IN THE
PARADE: $2.00 LARGE FLOAT OR 50¢ FOR SMALL
FLOAT OR BIKE . TO HAVE A STALL: $5.00. TO
REGISTER A FLOAT OR BOOK STALL
SITE CONTACT: Coral 0429 689 558, Judith 4168 9540,

Cartoon by Tony Turton

KITCHEN • WARDROBES • VANITIES
SECURITY DOORS • FLY SCREENS
SHOWER SCREENS • REGLAZING
TIMBER & GLASS CUT TO SIZE

Ph: 07

4168 2600

Fax: 07 4168 2610 Mobile: 0409 821 047
12 Retschlag St, Murgon 4605

PHYSIOTHERAPIST:
Katie Zerner
MASSAGE THERAPIST:
Jo Weldon

Suite 2, Post Ofﬁce Corner

Phone: 4168 3883

LIFE AND WELLNESS
COACH:
Katie Zerner
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Murgon’s Local News

Bringing You the Local Issues

The South Burnett’s Local Station
The Burnett’s Best Music Mix

Working together to bring you the issues that matter most
Llew O’Brien delivers $3 million for
Cherbourg to Murgon footpath

The Government has announced up to $3 million for a footpath connecting the communities of Cherbourg
to Murgon for pedestrians and cyclists.
Member for Wide Bay, Llew O’Brien, said the footpath had been a long time priority for the Cherbourg
Aboriginal Shire Council.
“This is an important project that will not only add a missing piece of infrastructure in the local region but
will support local jobs through the construction phase.
“We have listened to what the community want, and this project will deliver better infrastructure, more
opportunities for local businesses and jobs for locals through this new investment in the region.
“Once constructed, the footpath will provide a safe alternative route between Cherbourg and Murgon for
pedestrians who are currently forced to use the verge of the road,” Mr O’Brien said today.
“Not only will this project create local jobs, but it will also give young people in the area the skills and
experience needed to help prepare them for their lives ahead.”

Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Nigel Scullion said that the Government
had a strong record of investing in local priorities in the Wide Bay region.
“Llew O’Brien is a champion for Cherbourg and all communities in his
electorate and has secured this funding that will deliver more investment
and more jobs for the residents of Wide Bay.
“The Liberal Nationals Indigenous Advancement Strategy invests in
local projects that deliver for local communities and has a strong focus on
supporting adults into work, growing Indigenous businesses and creating
safer communities,” Minister Scullion.
The Australian Government has approved up to $3 million towards this
project from the Indigenous Advancement Strategy and will work with the
Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council on ﬁnal costs.
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FREE OVERNIGHT
(Max 48 hrs)

Murgon Camp Ground
Krebs St Murgon Qld
RV FRIENDLY

Council Reopens Nanango Aerodrome with Reduced Runway Length

South Burnett Regional Council advises that the Nanango Aerodrome will reopen Thursday 21 February 2019.
As of this date, RWY 05/23 at the Nanango Aerodrome will be reduced in length as a result of obstacles in the
approach paths
Additional Information
1. Pilots to be familiar with aerodrome information advised on Council website http://www.southburnett.qld.gov.au/
and Facebook page, prior to operating into AD.
a. Runway length.
b. Approach and take-off gradients.
c. Applicable STODA
d. Hazards or works.
2. Bird hazard may exist, pilots to request hazard information by contacting council prior to operating into ALA.

Upcoming Events
• APR 13th & 14th - WONDAI SPRINTS
• APR 13th – GRAHAM HOUSE MURGON GOLF
DAY
• APR 13th - NANANGO SHOW

Theuerkauf Plumbing services
Licenced Plumber, Drainer & Gas Fitter
Servicing the South Burnett
Specialising in
Renovations, New Homes and Maintenance Work
over 15 years in the plumbing industry.
Call Chris today to discuss your next plumbing project
PH:

0439 794 313

E-MAIL theuerkaufplumbing@gmail.com
ﬁnd us on Facebook @plumbertps
QBCC LICENCE 1296673

• APR 19TH - 22ND EASTER AT MANAR PARK
• APR 20TH - REGATTA IN THE PARK - PROSTON
• APR 20th - CAMP OVEN COMEDY & MUSIC
MUSTER MONOGORILBY
• APR 21ST - 22ND WONDAI GARDEN EXPO
• APR 21ST - EASTER SUNDAY FUN DAY KINGSLEY GROVE
• APR 21ST - EASTER BOUTIQUE MARKETS - BP
DAM
• APR 21ST - NANANGO RACES
• APR 23RD-28TH SPIRIT OF THE BUSH BOONDOOMA HOMESTEAD
• APR 25th - ANZAC DAY REMEMBRANCE
CEREMONIES
• APR 25th - WONDAI ANZAC DAY RACES
•APR 26th & 27th - KINGAROY SPEEDWAY
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YEARS
WARRANTY^

April is Leo’s
birthday month.

And we’re Celebrating with weekly
draws and a major draw on April 31!
Get your vehicle serviced,
buy some accessories, parts, batteries,
fuel or spoil your self
with a new car and go into the monthly
draw to win a $150 meat tray!

+1
$1000 FREE
ACCESSORIES#

Come in
a grab yourself
a ticket!*

YEARS FREE
SERVICING*

MY18 ES ECLIPSE CROSS
SPORTS EDITION
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7 Years Warranty^
2 Years Free Servicing*
$1000 Free Accessories#

7 Years Warranty^
2 Years Free Servicing*
$1000 Free Accessories#

On Selected Models

+2

MITSUBISHI
+7
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7 Years Warranty^
2 Years Free Servicing*
$1000 Free Accessories#

7 Years Warranty^
2 Years Free Servicing*
$1000 Free Accessories#
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CROSS LS
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Participating Mitsubishi dealers, while stocks last, Mitsubishi reserves the right to extend or modify these offers. Offers available on selected new and demonstrator 19MY Eclipse Cross,
19MY Outlander, 18MY Pajero & 19MY Pajero Sport Vehicles purchased between 1 Apr to 30 Apr 2019. Private buyers and ABN buyers. Excludes Government, Rental & National Fleet buyers.
^7 Year/150,000km warranty (whichever occurs ﬁrst) *2 years 30,000km (whichever occurs ﬁrst) includes the ﬁrst 2 regular services (15,000km/1year and 30,000km/2year) Any non-regular
service/repair items are at an additional cost. Servicing must be completed by a Mitsubishi Dealer within 7,500kms or 6 months of the service due date. Valid from date of vehicle registration.

7 Years Warranty^
2 Years Free Servicing*
$1000 Free Accessories#

6926126bf

Participating Mitsubishi dealers, while stocks last, Mitsubishi reserves the right to extend or modify these offers. Offers available on selected new and demonstrator 19MY Eclipse Cross,
19MY Outlander, 18MY Pajero & 19MY Pajero Sport Vehicles purchased between 1 Apr to 30 Apr 2019. Private buyers and ABN buyers. Excludes Government, Rental & National Fleet buyers.
^7 Year/150,000km warranty (whichever occurs ﬁrst) *2 years 30,000km (whichever occurs ﬁrst) includes the ﬁrst 2 regular services (15,000km/1year and 30,000km/2year) Any non-regular
service/repair items are at an additional cost. Servicing must be completed by a Mitsubishi Dealer within 7,500kms or 6 months of the service due date. Valid from date of vehicle registration.
# Genuine accessories at RRP and include ﬁtment. Offer cannot be substituted for a reduction in the advertised drive away price or exchanged for cash. *T&Cs apply see in store.
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SAVE $9,500

$37,990 DRIVE AWAY
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$41,590 DRIVE AWAY
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$48,990 DRIVE AWAY

SAVE $6,500

Mitsubishi Triton
GLX 4x4 D/Cab

SAVE $6,900

Mitsubishi Triton
GLX+ 4x4 D/Cab

2018 RUN OUT
CLEARANCE

Mitsubishi Triton
GLS 4x4 D/Cab

Mitsubishi MQ Triton
GLX 4x4 Extra Cab
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$37,897 DRIVE AWAY

SAVE $7,900

2014 MITSUBISHI
OUTLANDER ES 4WD

$21,990 DRIVE AWAY
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8 SEATS
$23,990 DRIVE AWAY

CLIFTON MOTORS 54 Macalister St, Murgon. PH 4168 1066

A/H 4168 1869. MOB 0429 024 041 www.murgonmitsubishi.com.au

