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MURGON at the foothills of Boat Mountain, in the heart of the Burnett Valley, part of the great South Burnett.
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62
79

94
7a

b

your total flooring supa experts

Check us out!! Quality, Price & Service are the BEST around.

BEST FLOORING PRICES IN THE SOUTH BURNETT
Free Shop At Home Service

Blinds - Awnings & 
Aluminium Awnings - 

Readymade Curtains - Curtain 
Fabric stock - Rods, Tracks 

and Accessories - Rugs 
and Remnants.

The Murgon Junior Rugby League Club were already feeling pretty good at the end of 2017, their Club had their three 
teams in their respective grand þnals, with òAó Grade and under 12Ӛs taking out their premierships and the under 14Ӛs 
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2

Reproduction of any part of this 
newspaper in any form is not permitted 
without the written permission of the 
publisher. Opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of the publisher. 
No responsibility is accepted by the 
publisher for any information in text, 
illustration or advertisements, and 
disclaim any liability arising from any 
person acting on the material in this 
publication. Layout and printing by 
Affordable Type & Horton Media.

gallant in performance going down to a strong Chinchilla side.  Numbers had built up in the sport in Murgon and the club 
had a good feel about it.

To the clubs surprise, the Central Division nominated the club for the 2017 NRL Grassroots Club of the Year award.  
This nomination was then endorsed by the QRL, meaning that the little club at the North end of the South Burnett was 
heading to Sydney as the Queensland representatives for the 2017 NRL Grassroots Club of the Year award.

Ten club members headed to Sydney on the weekend of the NRL Grand þnal, which was doubly exciting as MurgonӚs 
own Gavin Cooper was not only playing, but was captain of the North Queensland Cowboys side.  Club representatives, 
Jamie Currin and Scott Prendergast were given the honour of representing the Murgon Club at the awards ceremony.  
At 4pm on Saturday the 30th of September the delegates attended the NRL Community Awards at Darling Harbour, 
overlooking the Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge.  

During the function, NRL CEO Todd Greenberg applauded all clubs and volunteers for their commitment and 
dedication to their community, stating that there is no NRL without GrassrootsӚ volunteers and clubs.  Prior to the 
announcement, Club President Jamie Currin stated that the nomination was a massive honour, and for us to stand here 
and to represent the town of Murgon, the many dedicated committees from the past and the current members of the 
club, was a very proud day for him.  Further it was a great payback to the commitment and dedication of the community 

and club members who enabled the club to be in the position it was in.    
To the surprise of the two Murgon lads standing in a room full of past and 

present legends of the game, the Murgon Junior Rugby league Club was 
announced the NRL 2017 Grassroots Club of the Year.  This culminated a fantastic 
year for the club, and again proved that the little Murgon District has plenty of 
heart.

The only downer on the weekend was that Gavin didnӚt get to hold the trophy 
high on Grand Final day, but true to his form he gave one of the most honourable 
losing captain speeches in living memory.

The Murgon Junior Rugby League Club wishes to thank every past and current 
member that has made the club what it is.  The Club is ever so thankful of the 
community support, volunteers and this award is a small thank you to everyone 
who has been on that journey with the club.

Photo L-R: Sheree Prendergast and Kimberley Kunde representing 

The Murgon Junior Rugby League Club proudly show off the trophy to 
football great & safety ambassador Shane Webcke who was attending Biedo 
Community Worksafe Month event at the SB PCYC in Murgon recently. 

AGE PENSION GUIDE NOW AVAILABLE 
An Age Pension Guide explaining the terms and conditions that apply to 

the Age Pension has been released by the Federal Member for Wide Bay Llew 
OӚBrien.

 òThe Age Pension rules can be complicated and confusing, so this Guide is 
produced to ensure Wide Bay pensioners have access to information that is clear 
and easy to understand,ó Mr OӚBrien said.

 òThe Guide contains a series of commonly asked questions as well as 
information about the guidelines, payments and eligibility tests that relate to the 
Age Pension.ó

 Mr OӚBrien said a range of factors could affect Age Pension payments, 
including the income and asset tests, deeming rates and other provisions. 

 òThese asset tests and other provisions are adjusted from time to time and can 
change the amount of assistance that pensioners are entitled to receive, so it is 
important that people have access to the latest information about the support that 
is available.

òThe Guide also provides useful information about the Pension Bonus and 
Work Bonus Schemes, the Carer Payment and Allowance, as well as health and 
concession cards that are available to pensioners.ó

 Pensioners in Wide Bay who previously subscribed to the Guide should 
receive a copy in the post in the coming days.  It is available free of charge and 
can be ordered by telephoning 4121 2936, or downloaded through the One Stop 
Shop section of Mr OӚBrienӚs website www.llewobrien.com.au.

Up and coming TUSCAN FEAST 

Please ring to book.

    Marriage Celebrant
Raelene Hurley

Weddings & Elopements.
Renewal of Vows, 

Baby Naming
Commitment Ceremony 

P: 0429 770 017
E: info@idoidoceremonies.com.au
W: www.idoidoceremonies.com.au
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LIGHT THE NIGHT 
Host your own Light the Night event and light the way for families facing 

blood cancer 
The Leukaemia Foundation is calling for volunteers to host their own 

Light the Night event in October or November and light the way for families 
devastated by blood cancer.

Now in its tenth year, Light the Night is a unique fundraising event 
that brings AustraliaӚs blood cancer community together in more than 140 
locations to remember and reÿect during a moving ceremony and short 
lantern walk.

òHosting your own Light the Night event is a way to proudly show people 
in your community facing blood cancer that, even in their darkest hour, 
theyӚre not alone. You can fundraise by simply inviting friends, family or 
co-workers to a dinner party or movie night, every dollar counts,ó said Lillian 
Tebbutt, Community Fundraising Ofþcer at the Leukaemia Foundation.

òWeӚll give you all the advice and tools you need to create a moving and 
inspirational night,ó she said.

òThe Leukaemia Foundation runs ÿagship events in major cities but our 
wonderful Light the Night host kits give locals an opportunity to be part of this 
inspiring event.ó

Last year more than 35,000 people from every state and territory attended 
a Light the Night event, which can vary in size and location. Some may 
involve just a few family and friends meeting at a local park, while others are 
larger events supported by local council and with larger crowds.

òOur community hosts are fully supported by our fundraising team and 
receive a comprehensive guide on how to hold their event, along with 
posters, ÿyers, fundraising tools and dedicated phone support,ó Lillian added. 

Learn more about becoming a Light the Night host at lightthenight.
org.au/host or call Lillian Tebbutt 5430 6609.

The Leukaemia Foundation is the only national charity dedicated to 
helping more Australians with blood cancer survive and live a better quality of 
life. 

Thanks to its supporters, the Leukaemia Foundation helps hundreds of 
families from regional Australia each year by providing free accommodation 
in capital cities so they can access life-saving treatment at major hospitals. 
The charity also offers free transport to medical appointments, counselling, 
information, education and practical support to families when they need it 
most.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PHOTOS AND/OR VIDEOS:
Lillian Tebbutt, Community Fundraising Ofþcer, Leukaemia Foundation
P: 5430 6609 E: ltebbutt@leukaemia.org.au

terryscottpainting@bigpond.com
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November 18 Mystery Trip

TOURS
Cherry Blossoms Japan - March 2018
Longreach & Winton - June 2018
Canada Alasks - September 2018

In conjunction with Trade Travel Lic No 
TAG 1170
Murgon to Kingaroy Daily.
Depart Murgon 7.40am and 2pm.
Å Also Kingaroy TAFE Bus:
Depart Kingaroy 8.35am & Return 3pm

For more information Contact Pursers Coaches 
Pty Ltd. Telephone: 07 ð 41681533 

Email: purserscoaches@bigpond.com Website: 
www.purserscoaches.com.au

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

For enquiries regarding school bus or bus charter.
Contact Harvy or Andrew on 4168 1533

SEAFOOD

Fresh Australian Seafood
Thursdays-Fridays
9.00AM ð 5.00PM 

  

SEAFOOD STOP
at

   Murgon Star Discounts
     46 Lamb St, Murgon
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ROAD CLOSURE
Main street of Murgon

Lamb Street
will be closed 

Friday 8th December at 
2.00pm 

till 
2.00am 

Saturday 9th December

MURGON THRIFT SHOP
Our Blue Care Thrift Shop has been in operation since the early 1970Ӛs, not always from where we are today, 

but always in Murgon servicing our local community well. Since its inception in 1974, the Thrift Shop operated 
þrstly from the Uniting Church in Gore Street, next the Presbyterian Church Hall Lamb Street, followed by three 
different sites also in Lamb Street before our current location ð 43 years and 6 different locations.

The Thrift Shop has been run by a small team of dedicated volunteers; some of our volunteers have been with 
the Thrift Shop for over 40 years and others over 25, 20 and 15 years. Now thatӚs dedication! And letӚs not forget 
our dedicated newer team members.

Some of our dedicated ladies serving our community 
for many years from left ð 

Joan Beutel (19yrs service), Pat Smith (17yrs service), 
Val Harm (30yrs service), Nelma Hanson (28yrs service), 
Doreen Shailer (since inception 43yrs service), & Madge 
Ramke (43yrs service).

Our volunteers at the Thrift Shop welcome your 
donations of used goodies, be assured that they will 
certainly beneþt others within our local community. 
Keeping in mind that not all donated items are suitable 
for resale, for example items like ð second-hand bike 
helmets, electrical appliances, child car seats and baby 
capsules, are not able to be resold due to Health & Safety 
Regulations. Donated items can be received at the Thrift 
Shop business address of 66 Lamb Street Murgon, 

between our opening hours of 9am to 2pm, Tuesday to Friday.
Excess stock or items we are unable to carry are passed onto other charities such Life Line or are used to 

support families in crisis. Thank you to our Murgon community & friends for your much valued support.
The Murgon Thrift Shop not only operates under the dedication of our team of volunteers, itӚs still operational 

today because of the generous donations and support 
from our local community. Donations of clothing, books, 
toys, kitchen items, linen, and even money from individuals 
and local businesses alike, all have contributed to the 
longstanding achievements of the Murgon Thrift Shop. The 
donations and gifts received through the Thrift Shop helps 
support the Blue Care Murgon Community operations.

Our not-for-proþt Thrift Shop has seen much change and 
has weathered many storms in its time; nevertheless due to 
the tireless effort of our volunteers and the support of our local 
community we continue to open our doors every Tuesday to 
Friday from 9am to 2pm.

PHOTO above: Doreen Shailer our longest serving 
Volunteer (since inception 43yrs service)
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$16,362 GRANT FOR 
NEW KILKIVAN MENӚS SHED
A new MenӚs Shed will bring the Kilkivan community 

together after the project received a $16,362 grant 
through round three of the Coalition GovernmentӚs 
Stronger Communities Programme, Member for Wide 
Bay Llew OӚBrien announced today.

 òThe Kilkivan MenӚs Shed will offer community 
facilities for woodwork, metal works, þrst aid, and other 
pastimes, giving people in the Kilkivan community 
somewhere to belong,ó Mr OӚBrien said.

 òThe grant will allow the MenӚs Shed to offer 
assistance to seniors as well as undertaking activities to 
maintain the Health Centre, repair a railway carriage, and 
other projects.

 òMenӚs Sheds across Australia are a valuable tool in 
creating strong community connections, and reducing 
the risk of preventable health issues that are related to 
isolation.

 òThis funding will therefore ensure the people of 
Kilkivan have a place to learn new skills and build new 
friendships.ó

 The Federal GovernmentӚs Stronger Communities 
Programme is designed to improve the resilience of 
communities by providing capital grants for small projects 
of between $5000 and $20,000. Up to $150,000 is 
available in each electorate per year.

 The grants are available to not-for-proþt 
organisations and local councils. Applications for the third 
round of the program have recently closed and are now 
being assessed.

Further information on the SCP, including guidelines 
and frequently asked questions can be found on 
the Department of Infrastructure and Regional 
DevelopmentӚs website at: www.infrastructure.gov.
au/SCP.

Lowset home on 1ú4 acre fenced allotment in Wondai.  French doors lead from the front verandah 
in to a living area.  There are 2 bedrooms off this room.  Beyond is a good sized eat in built in 
kitchen and a further 2 bedrooms.  A small side sleepout leads to the bathroom.   Outside at the 
rear is the laundry and a small covered area.  Town and tank water to the house.  2 open faced 
carports.   Great buying at $145,000

2 bedroom steel frame home only 4 years old and in impeccable order throughout. Open plan air 
conditioned living with modern kitchen breakfast bar. Lots of storage, gas cooking. 2 good sized 
bedrooms both with built 
in robes and access direct to the verandah. Triple bay colorbond garage. Caravan shed, garden 
sheds. Plenty of tank water. Front and side verandahs fully fenced. $259,000

Steel framed home in quiet cul de sac.  3 bedrooms all with built in robes and ceiling fans. Open 
plan living and dining and modern built in kitchen with large corner pantry, wall oven and ceramic 
cook top, dishwasher plus excellent space for fridge/freezer.   The master bedroom has an 
ensuite.  The family bathroom has both a bath and shower.  Toilet is separate.  Fly screens and 
security doors. A huge gazebo offers excellent outdoor entertaining.  Triple bay garage for 2 cars 
with a workshop to the side.  Shade house. Orchard and veggie gardens.  Town and tank water 
connected. $250,000

Well maintained and offered in excellent order this family home has 4 good sized bedrooms, the 
4th is used as an ofþce. Modern built in timber kitchen with dishwasher. Separate spacious dining. 
The lounge extends into and enclosed sunroom making for spacious living. The lounge 
is air conditioned as is the main bedroom, there are built in robes in the bedrooms. Paintwork and 
ÿoor coverings are all in good order. There is a nice private courtyard at the rear. An excellent 
lock up garage with workshop to the rear and lawn locker behind. Both town and tank water are 
connected to the house. Solar power is also connected.  $185,000
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 Moffatdale Ridge Winery 2017 Italian Festival a huge success
Enjoying getting dressed up in Italian style was Penny Ruthenberg who won a great selection of wine. 
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South Burnett: Free NDIS information session
 

Getting communities and providers ready for the NDIS 
The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) will soon be available in 

the South Burnett region. 
To support the roll out of the NDIS in this area, free information sessions 

are being held for families, carers and people with disability within the 
community, including service providers. 

The sessions will provide general information about the NDIS, how it can be 
accessed and how to become a registered provider. 
More details and registration information can be found on the Queensland 
event page, or visit ndis.gov.au for more information about the NDIS. 
Blackbutt Library: 20 November, 10:00am-12:00pm 
Nanango Cultural Centre: 20 November, 2:00pm-4:00pm 
Kingaroy Council Reception Room: 
Å 21 November 10:00am-12:00pm 
Å 21 November 6:00pm-8:00pm with Auslan Interpreters 
Proston Council Hall: 22 November, 6:00pm-8:00pm
Murgon PCYC: 23 November, 4:00pm-6:00pm

Closing date extended for Wide Bay Armistice 
Centenary Grants

Federal Member for Wide Bay, Llew OӚBrien has extended the closing date 
for expressions of interest for the Coalition GovernmentӚs Armistice Centenary 
Grants to Friday, December 1, 2017.

òI encourage Wide Bay ex-service organisations and community groups 
to take advantage of this date extension to submit expressions of interest for 
funding for special commemorative projects to mark the 100th anniversary of 
the end of the First World War in 2018,ó Mr OӚBrien said.

Funding from $3,000 to $50,000 is available within the Wide Bay electorate 
to support local community projects and activities which commemorate the end 
of the First World War and remember Australian service men and women from 
all conÿicts.  

Up to $50,000 in total is available to organisations for projects in Wide Bay.
The expressions of interest will be considered by a local committee and 

successful organisations will be invited to apply for funding.  Expressions 
of interest should be emailed to Llew.OBrien.MP@aph.gov.au by 5pm on 3 
November 2017.

Organisations selected to apply for funding can submit their applications 
between 11 November 2017 and 28 February 2018. 
More information is available at www.dva.gov.au or by calling 1800 555 254.
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MONTHLY SEEDS FROM THE GOOMERI PUMPKIN FESTIVAL OCTOBER 2017
October has seen the Pumpkin Festival hold its Annual General Meeting, chaired by Grenville Hughes, a 

difþcult process for all voluntary not for proþt associations to work through. Our local community has once again 
stepped up and all major committee positions have been þlled. We welcome to the committee, Carol OӚconnell 
ð Secretary and Penny Ruthenberg ð Sponsorship Co-ordinator with Jennifer Pointon, retaining her position as 
Treasurer and Kim Boyter as Co-Ordinator.

Some of our sub-committee positions remain vacant and we are continuing to work with the community  to þll 
these positions. Vacancies exist in the following areas-:

Advertising/Marketing, Street Parade Co-ordinator, Pumpkin Central Co-ordinator, Outdoor Set up/Pack down 
Supervisor

If you are interested in helping us out in any of these areas, please contact Kim on 0484 629424, any help will 
be greatly appreciated. This month also sees the launch of our new Equipment Hire Service, available to our local 
area only, (a 30klm radius from Goomeri). Check out our facebook, www.facebook.com/goomeripumpkinfestivalofþ
cial/ for more information.

The next monthly meeting in November (Tuesday 7th) will see the group start planning and organising the 
2018 Festival. After the success of this yearӚs event, we are keen to continue with new and improved ideas moving 

PH: 4168 1244  
FAX: 4168 1094

126 Lamb Street, Murgon

MURGON
into the future. If you have some creative ideas you 
would like to put forward make sure you come along 
to the RSL Room at the Hall of Memory, Boonara St, 
Goomeri @ 7.30pm. Our meetings usually þnish up 
about 9.30pm, with tea and coffee provided. We want 
our whole community to have a say in our festival and 
to be proud of what we, as a team can create, so get 
involved, have your say and a few laughs along the 
way.....we look forward to seeing you there.

Watch out for all the local events happening around 
our region leading up to Christmas, hereӚs just a few;

Kilkivan Swimming Pool òMovies in the Parkó - 
Saturday November 25th

Goomeri Lions Christmas Carnival ð Saturday 2nd 
December

Murgon Christmas Fair ð Friday 8th December
How many of us are rejoicing at the arrival of the 

rain? My grass is growing faster than ever and will see 
me out mowing as soon as it dries out, as for many of 
you the list of jobs will grow but will become much more 
enjoyable with a bit of green underfoot. Hope you all 
enjoy it while it lasts!!!

With a bit of rain and community input the pumpkin 
seeds for Festival 2018 will grow,

Until next month, Kim Boyter, Co-ordinator
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Wondai Regional Art Gallery -  December 2017/January 2018  Exhibition

òFocus On The әFӚ Wordó
by   The Childers Visual Arts Group

Along with the obvious ÿowers, furry friends and frogs, the artists involved in this exhibition have stepped away 
from their usual approach to art in order to create some very thought provoking works that give form to the feelings 
they have about life, love and the world around them. The members brought along their children and grandies on 
the school holidays so they could add their own dimension to the theme and the kids were very excited to be a part 
of the exhibition and have their work on display.

There will be cards and crayons available to the viewers, young and old, who are invited to make a connection 
with the theme by þnding their own әFӚ words and adding them to the exhibition. 
Come and join in the fun!

òKids Korneró  Wondai State School
Opening Night:   Friday 1st December 2017, from 6pm.  
$5.00 entry includes Hot & Cold Supper & Punch, Wine will be served by Clovely Estate,             
Live Entertainment
The exhibition will remain in the Wondai Regional Art Gallery until 4pm on Saturday 27th January 2018. 
The exhibition will be open 7 days a week, 10.00am till 4.00pm. Free Entry.                         
Telephone:  07 4168 5926 or email wondaiartgallery@southburnett.qld.gov.au

E-Mail: barbarathompson1069@yaho.com.au

Å Verticals Å Rollers 
Å Panel Glides Å Romans 

Å Venetians 
Å Outdoor Awnings

Showroom:
27 Taylor Street, Murgon

by appointment
kgsblindsandawnings@hotmail.com

Covering The South Burnett

Kev Garside 0467 849 149



10

Office: (07) 4168 2850
Stacey: 0429 681 181

www.prattagencies.com.au

ALL THE HARD WORK IS DONE
Lowset home, 3 bedrooms all built ins, ceiling fans, split airconditioning in 

bedrooms and lounge, freshly painted throughout inside, new ÿoor coverings, 
back ramp off laundry, colourbond fence, covered entertainment area, colour 

bond shed for 2 cars, carport or caravan port, gardens shed, chicken coop, 5kw 
solar panels $165,000.00  

1ST HOME OWNERS THIS IS THE ONE FOR YOU!
Lowset home, three, bedrooms, modern kitchen, separate dining room, 

lounge with wood heater, bathroom with heaps of cupboards, all bedrooms 
roomy, covered entertainment area, garage and carport, corner position 

$165,000.00  

LARGE FAMILY HOME
Large family home, 4 bedrooms, built ins, ceiling fans, split airconditioning 
in main bedroom, study, modern kitchen, dining, lounge with wood heater, 

large covered entertainment area with BBQ, shed for extra cars, privacy fenced 
$245,000.00 

A MOMENT - with Murgon Local 
Ambulance Committee

The past month has been a busy one.  Reports at 
the Annual General Meeting highlighted community 
engagement through CPR Awareness sessions and 
displays at local events.

Available members from the previous committee 
were re-elected for a further term, but more members, 
particularly representatives from local organisations, 
would be most welcome.

LAC State Conference was held at Hervey Bay 
with 250 people from all over the state in attendance.  
This year marks the 125th anniversary of ambulance 
services in Queensland and various historical items, 
including uniforms, equipment and several ambulance 
vehicles, were on display.  

Two community programs were highlighted.  
The danger posed by Button Batteries has been a 
signiþcant issue for some time and Cooloola LAC 
outlined their program to increase awareness.  
Mareeba LAC has updated Snakes Alive! a safety 
program, delivered in partnership by LAC volunteers 
and QAS staff.  This program is now available in 
Murgon and adjacent areas.  

Ambulance Week was marked with a lightly-
attended Open Day at the Murgon Ambulance Station.  
Some of the historical material and other information 
were on display at the Rail Trail Opening. 

HIGHSET QUEENSLANDER: 
Highset Queenslander, all T & V walls, 10ft ceilings, three large bedrooms, 
main bedroom has window seat, lounge & dining combined, sunroom, side 

sleepout, kitchen with combustion stove, front verandah, laundry downstairs, 
cemented under house 3 car accommodation, plant nursery, three tanks, double 

block, gardens, large veg. garden, fully fenced $195,000.00 
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 HANCOCK PROSPECTING PTY LTD CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMPETITION 
2017 NOW OPEN 

Entries for the Hancock Prospecting Pty Ltd Christmas Lights Competition 2017 are now open. 
The Competition once again boasts a substantial prize pool, thanks to the generosity and sponsorship of Hancock 

Prospecting and the Georgina Hope Foundation. 
Prizes include family holidays to Singapore, and cash payments of up to $1000. 

38 Palmer Street East, 
Murgon,  Ph: 4168 3907

Find us on Facebook: 
Like Home Early Learning Centre

Open Mon-Fri- 7.00am ð 6pm. 
Offering quality educational programs for children 

from 6 weeks ð 5 years!
Qld Approved Kindergarten provided by a 

qualiþed 4yr early childhood teacher!
 +   Ask about our school readiness program 

for your 4 yr old, families can get up to 15hrs of 
kindergarten at a low rate and less out of pocket 

expense!   

Government  CCB/CCR available for all eligible families!

Working for 
the South 
Burnett

The main prize, for the South Burnett Champion, is a 
trip to Singapore for two (2) adults and two (2) children (up 
to 12 years) including return economy, full-service ÿights 
from Brisbane to Singapore. The trip includes þve (5) nightsӚ 
accommodation at the Shangri La Hotel in a tower wing, 
deluxe room, with breakfast daily. Return private transfers 
between Singapore Airport and the Shangri La Hotel, High 
Tea at Rafÿes, and comprehensive travel insurance are 
included. The holiday is worth an estimated $15,000. 

The second prize, for the South Burnett Champion 
Runner Up, is a trip to Singapore for two (2) adults and two 
(2) children (up to 12 years). This trip also includes ÿights, 
transfers, Rafÿes High Tea and travel insurance, with þve (5) 
nightsӚ accommodation at the Traders Hotel, in a superior 
room, with breakfast daily. The holiday is valued at an 
estimated $10,000. 

The competition closes on Monday 27 November 2017 
and we ask that all competitors have their lights on for 
judging from Monday 4 December 2017 onwards between 
7.00pm to 11.00pm. 

Full details and nomination forms are available at http://
www.southburnett.qld.gov.au/christmas-lights-competition or 
by visiting CouncilӚs Customer Service Centres or Libraries.
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òCastraó resident Jean Maddison celebrated her 105th Birthday on 1st April 2017.
JEAN MADDISON and Eric Cridland

Sadly we have lost both Jean 105 and Eric 101 years this year.

Opening of the Outdoor Learning Centre at Ficks 
Crossing by Mayor Keith Campbell.

The extensions are at the old Silverlining which is now 
also run by Shaftesbury. The outdoor learning centre is 

for girls only.
Photo L-R: Kathy Duff, Glen Eggleson, Clint Kenyon 
Horse Shoer, South Burnett Regional Council Mayor 

Keith Campbell and Karen Eggleson  
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Joice Sempf and Chris Braithwaite celebrating 30 years of the Wondai Kennel Club

ONE NOTABLE PERSON NOT DRESEED OR CARYING SOMETHING IN PINK 
At the Wondai Garden Expo recently. (itӚs not the lady on the right, she has pink on her handbag).
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MURGON BUSINESS & DEVELOPMENT ASSN. INC.

Photo L-R: Mark Smith - Vice President, Leo Geraghty - President, Margaret Long - Secretary and 
Stacey Perrett - Treasurer who will head up the Murgon Business and Development AssociationӚs 
executive committee in 2018 (Photo: Kathy Duff)

PRESIDENTӚS REPORT 2017:
Murgon and our surrounding districts are synonymous with tough and changing times, but the recent rain and 

storms have set up our community for good summer crops, whilst also receiving record cattle prices. We have 
again worked closely with our council, to gain the best possible future for an expanding population, and a very 
progressive community. 

Our whole community should be proud of our town and its achievements and be a part of it, and with your help 
continue to improve the local economy and our quality of life.

Our popular breakfast meetings during the year have been well attended, and we look forward to further input 
from our members. 

We extend a warm welcome to all our new Murgon citizens and Business Owners to become part of our family. 
MurgonӚs main concerns as always in the coming year will be to get our share of any new development, and 
establishing further small industry and erecting houses on our estates.

We have seen record attendances at Bjelke-Petersen Dam and Boondooma Dam during this past year and  
Murgon has thrived on tourism and the þshing has been excellent which has also encouraged the many þshing 

comps being held. Combine this with our World class scenic views, 1st class sporting facilities, the Wine and Olive 
industry and the Queensland Dairy & Heritage Museum, Our festivals and fun, We in Murgon have excelled in 
promoting these opportunities as well as our courteous and friendly nature.

We have few shops to þll and there has been a major increase in town development with a lot of new 
businesses being established & Gumnut Place who is producing thousands of pallets. 

You all need to be congratulated and we wish you lots of success.
I would like to especially thank our hard working Secretary, Margaret Long and Treasurer Stacey Perrett, and all 

ofþce bearers and promotional committees especially our Christmas Fair committee and all those who presented 
reports to our meetings.  

We also wish to thank the volunteers for their commitment to our town at the Visitor Information Centre and 
the Museum and those responsible for some of our major attractions that have included the magniþcent Murgon 
Rotary Music Muster with 237 on site vans, the Graham House Outawak Concert, major Festivities at the 
Wineries (Moffatdale Ridge Italion Festival, Dusty Hill Dusty Day Out), The Murgon High School Annual Speech 
Night and Senior Formal, South Burnett and Cherbourg on Show, The Murgon MenӚs Shed, the Rugby League 
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sporting events, the opening of the South Burnett Rail Trail, the Indigenous Golf Tournament, the Farmers Nights 
at Tablelands Hall, the Anzac Day celebrations, the ladies Pink Ladies Golf Day and many others including our 
annual local show and the Limousin Youth Camp. Congratulations to the Murgon Crusaders Cricket team and the 
Murgon Mustangs senior football side for their success in the sporting arena. Congratulations to local Aboriginal 
artist Max Conlon with his winning Australian Christian book of the year, (Our Mob, Gods Story), Depicting 
Christian Indigenous Art and Paintings. Congratulations to the Murgon Hospital Auxiliary who held their 20 Year 
Reunion recently. 

Special thanks must go to Greg Grifþths and the council staff for their beautiþcation of our central park area, 
and additions to the Rotary Park and skate board park area and also to the commitment shown by our area 
representative Deputy Mayor Councillor Kathy Duff. 

We extend a very big thank you to all our Voluntary organisers, Service Clubs, Police, Ambulance, SES, Fire 
Services, SB PCYC and Security ofþcers and to all concerned in promoting òMagniþcent Murgon at the foothills of 
Boat Mountain, in the heart of the Burnett Valley, part of the Great South Burnett 2.1/2 hours from city or sea and 
look forward to a great 2018. The 48 hour free camp ground in Murgon has seen many thousands of dollars being 
spent in our community whilst also promoting our other caravan parks for an extended stay and tour of our district. 
We are now RV friendly similar to other local towns.

To those wonderful people Stacey Perrett and Lorraine Goodchild, Murgon is very grateful for the updating of 
messages and news items on our web site murgon.net.au and our facebook page.

Many thanks to our Federal representative Llew OӚBrien MP for his commitment to the $400,000 lighting and 
security cameras, the extension to the Murgon MenӚs Shed, and to the upgrade of acoustics at the SB PCYC.

Congratulations to those recipients of local and Australia Day Awards and to sporting representatives who 
have achieved higher honours and remember the 2018 South Burnett Australia Day Awards night is being held in 
Murgon this year and we have some fantastic nominations.

We are currently printing a minimum of 3,800 copies, 48 pages of The Murgon Moments and have now printed 
134 monthly issues since enlarging our local newspaper 11 years ago, (special thanks to our newspaper experts, 
script writers, the many story tellers, and committeeӚs for backing this local news production and to Mick Kemp and 
Darryl and Lyn Koy in delivering to the Murgon town and outlying areas). I would also like to thank our print setter 
Linda Urch and publisher Horton Media for their understanding and help. Our long awaited 3 large town map signs 
were completed and two of them have been erected.

Once again during this past twelve months we have sadly lost some of our great community workers, 
volunteers and family and we extend our sympathy to all these families. 

Our  Christmas Fair committee has been hard at work this year organizing new entertainment and we wish to 
thank the business community for their valued support and I will leave our secretary Margaret tell you about the 
great world class entertainment that they have coming to this yearӚs Christmas carnival. 

I have enjoyed the time in the position but remember New blood can only help, and if you believe you would 
like to lead this organization now is the time to tell us. I will be committing more time to my own business as major 
changes have occurred in the motor industry which have dramatically affected my business. 

With everyoneӚs help and generosity we believe we will remain a major player in the promotion of a progressive 
and friendly Murgon. 

Remember STAY AWHILE ð TRY LOCAL - &- BE SURPRISED
And have a safe and wonderful Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year.
LEO GERAGHTY ð PRESIDENT

Goomeri Duo do us Proud
Senior Constable Lorenzo MARABINI and Sgt Dave GILLIES of Goomeri Police completed the Smiling 

for Smiddy and Mater foundation challenge to cycle 1500 kilometres from Alice Springs to Darwin over 8 
days with 34 other riders, and support crew from the 4th to the 11th of June 2017. The ride was the þrst of 
its kind and was in aid of raising funds for child cancer research. In total over $220,000.00 was fundraised 
for child cancer research (Mater foundation). Sgt GILLIES said òIt was an experience of a lifetime 
cycling through the middle of Australia and covering over 200kms daily, and any pain or suffering was 
insigniþcant compared to that of families with children battling canceró. 

David and Lorenzo would like sincerely thank all who supported and donated toward the worthwhile 
cause. These two will be back on the child cancer fundraising trail in early 2018 as they take part in the 
regular 400km Townsville to Cairns ride over 3 days in July 2018. 
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EULOGY OF FAY CATHERINE COLLARD
Fay Catherine Collard nee Muller was born on the 29th 

November 1944 to the parents of Sophie and Henry Muller at 
Toowoomba General Hospital.

Fay was born into a dairy farm family. She helped her parents 
with the milking of the cows by machines. An early indication of 
FayӚs integrity and love for her family was, when Fay was 14 and 
away at college her father suffered a heart attack. Fay packed up 
her dreams and belongings and went home to help her mother 
look after the dairy farm. When her father Henry saw her he 
asked what she was doing home. Her reply ð well!! Who else is 
going to help out!!

Fay started dancing lessons at the tender age of 4. Fay 
competed in esteffords with her mother making all of her 
costumes. Fay won a lot of competitions and was awarded 
certiþcates for her efforts. This led to a life that was never short 
of dancing nearly every weekend.

The love of music came from her father who was an 
accomplished button accordion player. Fay started learning the 
piano at the age of 10 when her parents bought her a brand new 
Piano from the Toowoomba show. She has played and taught on 
the same one all of her life. Some of the highlights of her music 
career were playing at weddings and at church with Lehanne. 
Fay on the piano and Lehanne on the organ. Fay also conducted 
choirs, transposed music for singers as well as for players of the 
Murgon Town Band. Fay taught music to all ages and thoroughly 
enjoyed watching them progress into accomplished musicians. 

Fay also played at Castra for at least 10 years. Fay started her music-teaching career in Toowoomba at the age of 
15. She started her music-teaching career in Murgon in 1974 after a knock on the door at the farm. Neil yelled out 
ð who the hell is that. There standing on the porch was a very nervous looking Nev Cordell, stuttering out that he 
just wanted to ask if Fay would be interested in teaching music at the local music shop. Not only was this the start 
of a very long teaching career here in Murgon, but also a lifelong friendship between Neil, Fay, Nev, Carol, Wendy, 
Lou, Beryl and Bob.

Although Music was a very important part of FayӚs life, the love of her life was her husband Neil. Neil and Fay 
met in 1959 at the local dance at the age of 16. Fay was attracted to NeilӚs thick black hair, while Neil was attracted 
to FayӚs legs. Their courtship continued by going to dances every Saturday night often meeting up with FayӚs life 
long sister by choice Sandra, and tennis on Sundays after church. They were married on the 25th of January 1964. 
The Collard family approved of this union as Fay seemed to also live by the Collard motto of òLive to eat, not eat 
to Liveó. All the love that was there on that day has never waned in the years that followed.  The marriage blessed 
Neil and Fay with the 2 greatest kids anyone could wish for and one little rat bag -  you decide who the rat bag 
was.  Fay was the proud mother of Lehanne, Belinda and Rick, Mother in law to Brad, John and Prue, Nana to 
Ben, (Tahnee), Ashley, (Kayci) and Chantal, Zoe and Kyra, and Joel, Neil and Bridgett. She was also Great Nana 
to Chase and Max and Ollie and Ruby.

After their marriage, Fay and Neil lived in and around Toowoomba for eight years. They were involved in the 
community there especially the parish of the St JohnӚs Presbyterian Church. It was here where they met the lovely 
young Minster George Barnes and his beautiful wife Kay. This meeting would be the start of a very important life 
long friendship between the two couples along with Yvonne and Maurie Liekefett.  Fay and Neil left Toowoomba 
and moved to their dairy farm in Murgon in 1974. ToowoombaӚs loss would be MurgonӚs gain when this lovely lady 
moved here, as Fay would become heavily involved in the community. Fay became involved in:- Girl Guides where 
she held every position possible for 7 years.

Porcollets where she held all positions including Presidency of the Australian Porcollets. In the position of 
president Fay travelled to Perth and Tasmania. Fay also organized a food van for the pork producers at the Ekka 
for 9 years.

Fay was involved with the Tableland Hall committee, and this involvement  spanned 23 years. As a child I can 
remember Mum and Dad every Month dragging us to the tableland dance. If I grew tired, too bad I was wrapped 
in a blanket and shoved under a stool to sleep. Apparently being occasionally stepped on while asleep under the 
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MURGON - 56 Douglas Street Ph 07 4168 1277
WONDAI - 66 Mackenzie Street Ph 07 4168 5733

KINGAROY - 163 Youngman Street Ph 07 4162 4999

stool never hurt anyone and was part of the fun.
Fay received life membership with the Murgon Show Society. A feather in her cap was being the þrst female 

president.  Fay and Neil joined the society in 1975 and were involved until ill health took over. Fay organized the 
show balls, Miss Murgon and Show girls competitions for a number of years.

For 15 years, Fay was heavily involved in the QLD Rural WomenӚs society, holding many of the ofþce bearersӚ 
positions.  A major event that Fay organized every year was the art competition at the QLD district conference. 
Fay was a Elder of Murgon Uniting Church for at least twenty years.

Quota also beneþtted from FayӚs energies, organizing the book fair as did the local Diabetes group, as Fay was 
one of the startup members for the Diabetes Support group.

An example of the esteem and regard people held of Fay is when, not long after being diagnosed with her life 
threatening illness, a member of the community was having problems with their son. Who did this person turn to 
but Fay! Fay immediately got on the phone and helped with practical advice .

Fay and Neil had a very active social life going to many of the dances around the district, being part of the 
Ulysses group and partying with all the many friends they made there, and travelling all around Australia on their 
Harley Davidson. Mum would sit on the back behind Dad occasionally falling asleep, occasionally talking, always 
enjoying herself. They travelled many miles like this, across the Nullaboor, around Tasmania, and across the top of 
Australia.

Fay and NeilӚs love of travel also took them on trips overseas, but their main love was travelling around 
Australia. It was on one such trip when they went on a bus trip to Sydney for the Bicentennial in 1988 where they 
met Lynne and Brian Head who would become very close friends.

Fay loved gardening, sewing and renovating houses with Neil.
Please donӚt let your last memories be of Fay with a terminal illness, as she was so much more than that. 

Remember her as being always up for a party, always ready to pitch in and help, and always with a ready smile 
and laugh. When you think of Fay, think of her with a smile on your face, as she would not want you to be sad.

Mum we will always remember you, always miss you, always be thankful you were part of our lives and most of 
all always love you!

Rick Collard

The South Burnett Veterinary Group has practices 
conveniently located at Murgon, Kingaroy and 
Wondai.

We provide a comprehensive and professional 
service to all  species of animals, in a caring and 
friendly environment.

C.R Braithwaite BVSc. and Associates

Southern Cross Castra Aux Rafÿe results  
  

1st Prize  S Reid ($150.00 Grocery Voucher donated by S. 
Hickey)

2nd Prize  Roy Baynton (Iced Cake donated by Muriel&Jeff 
Schultz)

3rd Prize  (Roy Baynton  (Yardley Products donated by Murgon 
Soul Patterson Chemist)

4th Prize   Heide Lee   (Towels donated by Muriel & Jeff Schultz)
5th Prize  Blue Geiger (Handbag donated by Francis Todman )
6th Prize C Summers  (Hand Towel donated by S Hickey)
I would like to thank all who donated Prizes and everyone who 
purchased tickets to support us . Audrey Kapernick
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SPRING HEAT BRINGS THE BIG FISH OUT!
ItӚs a good feeling to know that summer is þnally 

on its way, the water temps in both dams are rising 
considerably during the day which makes for some 
pretty intense þshing at times. This time of year is 
up there with my favourite times to þsh for Australian 
bass and yellow belly in our impoundments because 
they can be caught thick and fast as the bigger bass 
and yellow belly become vulnerable. Our natives 
like to suspend in the deeper water when the water 
warms and this opens up a variety of techniques 
including trolling as a great way to catch some big 
þsh during these hotter months.  

Boondooma
The ÿavour of the month this month is Bass, and 

big ones at that, but it does pay to move around a bit 
in search of the right spot. Productive areas recently 
have been mainly the dam wall, the drop off from the 
shallower ÿats and the Spindly timber in the Stuart 

and the Boyne arms of the dam. Sound around the ÿats in search of the schools and cast 1ú2 ounce rigged soft 
plastics, 12 ð 20 gram spoons, Tail spinners and Blades. 

The timber is the place I would head to þrst as the þsh hit hard and itӚs a real challenge to get them out with 
your gear still in one piece. For this type of þshing I always use a stiff spin rod with some guts, a 2500 size spin 
reel for extra torque, spooled with 12 pound braid and 14 to 20 pound leader. This may sound heavy but just 
imagine a 50cm bass hitting your lure as itӚs rolled between two big clumps of spindly timber, it really counts for 
some exciting þshing. The lure of choice for this type of þshing is deþnitely a spinnerbait, or a lipless crankbait. I 
like to throw a Bassman Compact in 3/8 or 5/8 ounce. Once you have a combo similar to the above mentioned, 
head up the arms of the dam and cast in as close to the spindly trees as you can, let the lure sink for 3 to 5 
seconds and start a slow roll. Make sure the drag is done up solid so they canӚt get you in the timber without a 
hard þght. Once the bite comes give him everything youӚve got to get the þsh away from any structure otherwise 
the þght will be short and youӚll be left wondering what happened. 

If the timber isnӚt producing, the next place IӚll look are the deep water off any prominent points or parallel to any 
steep rock walls. IӚll use my sounder to sound the þsh sitting in that optimal depth, which is generally 20ft in the 
Thermocline. When IӚm happy that ive found a good concentration of þsh, I will pull up and begin casting 3ó to 4ó 
soft plastics rigged with a 1ú2 ounce or 5/8 ounce head. With a big long cast over the areas that I found the þsh, I 
will let the jig head sink 7 to 10 seconds and begin a slow retrieve back to the boat with a couple of twitches mixed 
in. The same can be done with a 12 gram Norries spoon. Continue this technique untill you start to feel a few taps 
on the plastic or spoon, when you feel a tap its important to keep that slow wind going unitll you feel weight on the 
line, slowly lift the rod tip until you feel the weight of the þsh. At this point the þsh will know its hooked and make 
some great runs back down into the deeper water. Keep your drag fairly loose so that the hook doesnӚt pull on the 
way back to the boat. 

Trollers have been starting to pick up some nice Golden Perch and Bass trolling up in the arms of the dam as 
well as the main lake points and edges using deep diving hard bodies. 

Bait þsherman have been bringing in consistent catches of yellow belly, bass and eel tail catþsh þshing in the 
timbered arms. Best baits have been live shrimps, saltwater yabbies and worms jigged off the bottom. 

Red claw have just started to pick up a bit with the consistent warm weather around the rocky edges.
Lake Barambah
The þshing at Barambah has been spectacular with lots of þsh being caught on everything, casting lures, 

jigging a bait and trolling. The key however is moving around to þnd the þsh. The þsh this month have been moving 
around considerably, IӚve found that the þsh will be on one ÿat or bank one day then the next day they have moved 
a few hundred meters. This is not uncommon during the warmer months because the þsh are active and purely 
moving around the dam with the bait they are feeding on. 

I always love þshing BP and I always like to go and start on the banks in the morning, I commonly cast lipless 
cranks or spinnerbaits to get an early reaction bite. The banks IӚll þsh will generally be fairly steep with a bit of 
rock or structure. Another thing to keep an eye on is the sounder whilst youӚre þshing a bank. It pays to make 
sure that there is bait or þsh sporadically coming through. This obviously increases the chances of þsh being 
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caught on the bank that youӚre targeting. Later in the day 
when the sun starts to get high I move out to the ÿats and 
commonly target areas in the 15 to 20 foot range. The þsh 
seem to really relate well to this depth in BP and it pays to 
visit multiple areas like this until you þnd a good school. 
Another thing to note that in summer time in BP the þsh 
like to sit high in the thermocline (or comfortable water) 
If youӚre on the water and this is the case slow roll any 
smaller bait like a blade, through these suspended þsh. In 
this situation itӚs not uncommon to have a great session 
when the þsh are sitting high in the water column. 

Trollers are having the same luck by trolling the edges 
of the dam and out in the 15 to 20 foot range with deep 
diving hard bodies, most trollers wonӚt have to go far 
before hooking up with a þsh or two. 

Those using bait, the þsh are coming from most 
locations close to the bank using, live shrimp, salt water 
yabbies and worms þshed hard on the bottom. 

Red claw are also on the comeback as the water 
warms considerably. 

Park News 
Make sure you book your camp site for the 2018 

Boondooma Dam Yellow belly þshing comp being held on 
the 10th and 11th of February. $20 entry for adults and $5 
for juniors (16 years and under). There are live and dead 
weight divisions with prizes for Bass, Yellow belly, Silver 
and Spangled perch. There are thousands of dollarsӚ worth 
of prizes up for grabs, with food and drinks available at 
the event. ItӚs one comp you donӚt want to miss. Call Lake 
Boondooma kiosk to make a camp site booking on (07) 
4168 9694. Finally also donӚt forget that this yearӚs New 
YearӚs eve party at Lake Boondooma is shaping up to 
be the biggest and best weӚve seen, so write that down 
in your calendar and book a site for this yearӚs þreworks 
spectacular. 

If youӚd like to keep in regular contact with whatӚs 
happening on the dams donӚt forget to like the Yallakool 
and Boondooma dams Facebook page. Until next time, 
tight lines and bent rods

Matthew Langford
Photo : Dean Thompson with a couple of very nice þsh 
caught from the deeper ÿats of BP

4 bedroom timber home, carpeted with ceiling fans and built ins. Split system 
A/C in the lounge and wall unit A/C in the main bedroom and kitchen. Venetian 

blinds and s/screens.  Near new kitchen with polished ÿoors, overhead 
cupboards and a s/steel oven, cook top and range hood. Separate shower, bath 

and toilet. Back timber deck. Closed in garage to accommodate a spacious 
extra room, fully lockable with a personal door, glass sliding door, carpeted ÿoor 
and a wall A/C. Fully fenced yard with 2 rain water tanks. MURGON $195,000

Modern executive style home, is situated on a 607 sqm block close to the 
school.  3 spacious bedrooms all with quality carpet, fans and b/ins. Main room 

has A/C with heated ÿoor, WIR & ensuite. Large family bathroom includes 
underÿoor heating, towel dryer and separate toilet. Open plan kitchen has 
quality s/s steel appliances and cabinetry with plenty of storage.  Covered 

outdoor ent area and backyard. Laundry has DLUG with remote control door 
and cupboards. S/screens throughout with loads of storage. GOOMERI 

$310,000

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock 

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock 
86 Lamb Street, Murgon Qld 4605. P.O.Box 377

Ph: 0741681600, Fax: 0741681542
Mobile: 0407097109, 

Email: dianne.acrelivestock@bigpond.com

Beautifully renovated property, close to the CBD. Fully air conditioned with 
split system units. The kitchen has been renovated with solid top of the range 
Tasmanian oak timber cupboards with lots of space and walk in pantry. Off the 

kitchen is a covered verandah for entertaining. Polished ÿoors in the lounge 
room and main bedroom with a walk in robe. Bathroom consists of a shower 

over bath and built in vanity. Solar hot water and a 3.45kw solar system with 16 
panels. Underneath the house is all concreted, providing a great entertaining 
area. Fully fenced, with beautiful gardens and established shrubs and trees. 

MURGON $219,000

Excellent scrubby steer paddock, will run 50 to 70 steers. Fenced into 5 
paddocks, all the fences are good. 5 dams, water holes in creek. Head bail with 
scales and shed. Water at yard, trough is supplied from a tank on the shed and 
there are 3 bore sites which could be developed. Recent clearing and spraying 
of regrowth will allos the property to continue to support the stock run. $480,000   

ABBOTTS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
Rental Property Repairs & Bond Cleans

Domestic Fence & Gate Repairs
Presale Property Clean-ups

Painting * Blind & Curtain Fitting
Shed Clean Outs & Rubbish Removal
Pensioner Discounts / Prompt Service

Free Quotes   Competitive Rates 
Ph: 0457 581 749

ABN 74 601 734 458
Liability Insurance Coverage

Servicing Murgon-Wondai-Proston
Kingaroy & Cherbourg
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