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This October, you’re invited to help us 
make life that little bit easier for families 
experiencing breast cancer by supporting 
the McGrath Foundation.

Oct 1st is the start of a whole month of pinking up the South Burnett. Keep your eye out for pink McGrath boxes for 
donations and some pink scarves signed by Glenn McGrath for raffles or auctions. Please pink things up to raise 
awareness & help with the fight against breast cancer.
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QUEENSLAND couple Ian and Jane Campbell, formerly of Boat Mountain, Murgon. have sold a majority stake in 
their Brisbane-based dairy company Barambah Organics.

Headline, Wylie grabs slice of organic dairy company, by JARED LYNCH.
John Wylie’s Tanarra Capital has taken a large slice of Queensland specialty dairy company Barambah Organics 

as part of its entree into the milk industry.
Tanarra has taken a 70 per cent stake in Barambah, which produces a range of cheeses, yoghurts and milk 

drinks that are sold across 800 stores in Australia and internationally.
The deal values Barambah, which husband-and-wife team Ian and Jane Campbell founded in 2002, at about 

$50m.
It comes as speculation mounts that Tanarra is eyeing a bigger dairy acquisition — Lion’s dairy business, which is 

back on the block after the federal government rejected its planned $600m sale to China-based Mengniu.
Tanarra — which manages $1.7bn of funds across its operations in private equity, private credit, venture capital 

and selected strategic investments in public companies — aims to help fast-track Barambah’s growth, which includes 
expanding deeper into Southeast Asia.

The Campbells will continue to manage Barambah’s operations, retaining a significant stake.
Tanarra investment director Tom Forde said the investment had already enabled Barambah — which owns its 

own herd — to buy a third dairy farm, with its operations spread across Goondiwindi in Queensland and Raleigh in 
the Bellingen region of NSW.

Mr Forde said Barambah’s vertical integration was appealing, given Australia’s shrinking milk pool and the fierce 
competition among processors and milk brokers for supply.

“The farms, the cows, the milking — everything is controlled by the business, right from the cow to the fridge, so 
there is a really strong commitment to high-quality produce and the care of the animals,” Mr Forde said. “Vertical 
integration — particularly at a time when dairy processors are all outbidding each other for milk supply — is really 
important from a commercial perspective as well.” But it is Barambah’s position in the organic segment, which it has 
refined during the past 18 years, that puts it on a strong growth ¬trajectory.

The global organic market has been growing strongly in recent years, with 
US sales rising 5 per cent to a record $US55.1bn last year, and during the 
COVID-19 pandemic demand has rocketed further.

According to the US Organic Trade Association, organic produce sales 
soared more than 50 per cent in the early days of kitchen stocking and were up 
more than 20 per cent in the spring.

“It (Barambah) is very much a premium dairy business,” Mr Forde said. “The 
trends around organic are really strong. Global dairy organic is growing in the 
high single digits percentage each year.

“Australian food and beverage organic market is growing very strongly as 
well, and recent events like COVID we think are going to push consumers more 
and more to sustainably sourced, ethically made, clean produce. Organic ¬really 
ticks that box.” Barambah was exporting to Singapore and Malaysia, with sales 
in those markets growing at about 25 per cent annually in recent years, Mr 
Forde said.

“We expect that to continue, and we will be investing in the export story. We 
think there is plenty of upside for premium products to take to those markets,” 
he said.

China was a possibility, Mr Forde said, with the Asian powerhouse delivering 
riches to companies such as A2 Milk and Blackmores in the past decade as 
China’s rapidly growing middle class demand cleaner and greener products. But 
Mr Forde said exporting to China would not happen “off the bat”.

“But the natural evolution will be to go there eventually.” Tanarra declined 
to comment on speculation about its interest in Lion’s dairy assets, which also 
include a cold storage distribution chain in service stations and corner stores, 
Berri fruit juices, Big M flavoured milk and Pura-branded fresh milk. Mr Forde 
said Tanarra was keen on investing further in the dairy sector, particularly 
yoghurt, where he said there was “ immense competition”.

Courtesy The Australian
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 2020 TOURS
Nov 7   Kookaburra Queen - includes Lunch 
Nov 28 Mystery Trip – includes M/Tea & Lunch

2021 TOURS
11 Day/10 Night Taste of Tasmania: Wednesday, 17 
February 2021 – Sunday, 28 February 2021
A Time to Visit Longreach – Tuesday, 6 April 2021 – 
Tuesday, 13 April 2021
Egypt & Jordan (including Ancient Egypt River 
Cruise): Friday, 30 April 2021 – Monday, 17 May 2021
Alice Springs & Ayers Rock – Saturday, 19 June 2021 
– Wednesday, 23 June 2021
New Zealand – September 2021
Vietnam – November 2021
Christmas on Norfolk Island – December 2021

Murgon to Kingaroy Daily.
Depart Murgon 7.40am and 2pm.
• Also Kingaroy TAFE Bus:
Depart Kingaroy 8.35am & Return 3pm

For more information Contact 
Pursers Coaches Pty Ltd. 
Telephone: 07 – 41681533 

Email: purserscoaches@bigpond.com 
Website: www.purserscoaches.com.au

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED AND 
OPERATED BUSINESS

For enquiries regarding school 
bus or bus charter.

Contact Harvy or Andrew 
on 4168 1533

Roadmap to easing restrictions
Our strong health response to COVID-19 means we’re well positioned for recovery.
Queensland’s Roadmap to Easing COVID-19 restrictions outlines a staged approach to giving Queenslanders 

more freedom to travel, participate in more activities and hold more gatherings.

From 1:00am Thursday 1 October 2020:

Stage 4 of the Roadmap is in effect
the New South Wales border zone (PDF) was extended
the Queensland border zone no longer exists
Queensland residents are able to travel anywhere in the New South Wales 

border zone for any purpose
New South Wales border zone residents are able to travel anywhere in 

Queensland for any purpose
more people can go to outdoor events or businesses. Read about changes 

for businesses and events
up to 1000 people per day permitted at outdoor events with a COVID Safe 

Events Checklist
75% seating capacity in outdoor stadiums and amphitheatres.
Read about the changes to border restrictions.

From 4:00pm Friday 2 October 2020:

Standing eating and drinking: Standing eating and drinking permitted at 
indoor and outdoor venues with a COVID Safe Plan or Checklist (From 4pm 
Friday 2 October 2020).

You can:
read more about updated restrictions under stage 4 of the Roadmap
read about the changes to border restrictions
explore a map to understand restrictions and requirements across 

Australia.
Border closures to Victoria remain until community transmission is under 

control (including whether there have been any unlinked cases in the previous 
28 days)..

COVID Safe voting
Queensland’s State general election is on Saturday 31 October 2020.
It is important for all eligible Queenslanders to have the opportunity to 

safely participate so early voting will start on 19 October 2020.
The ECQ has opened postal vote applications early (from 14 September 

to 16 October) to allow more time for electors to apply. For more information 
about the State Election.

Queensland’s COVID Safe Future
The Roadmap provides sensible and gradual steps to a COVID recovery 

that will reconnect our communities and keeps our economy moving by 
supporting business, industry and Queensland jobs.

You can: Read about current restrictions
Read about restrictions for:
Businesses, activities and undertakings, Border restrictions, Going out, 

travel, recreation and gathering
Protecting aged care residents, Hospital visitors, Disability 

accommodation, find out what this means for your business.
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ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS

Meets every 
Wednesday night 

at 6.00pm 
in 

Cultural Building/ Mens Shed. 
Proston. 

All Welcome.

Contact: 0427137140 
for more information

•  The threshold for outdoor events operating under a COVID Safe Checklist 
will increase from 500 to 1,000 people. 

•  Specific information on these changes and definitions of outdoor venues 
will be shared when released.

IN OTHER NEWS:
New information on Queensland’s border restrictions
Information on border crossing arrangements from 1 October 2020 is now 

available. Queensland’s border is now open to the ACT, and from 1 October 2020, 
areas of Northern NSW will be able to travel throughout Queensland without 
needing an exemption, or having to quarantine on entry. 

Help
Our current choir leader has urgent family and work issues and is not available 

for sometime.
We are in desperate need of a short term, maybe 6 months or more, choir 

leader for a community choir of about 20 people. That was before Covid 19. This 
position would be on a temporary basis until our existing choirmaster returns. We 
are planning to meet again a.s.a.p. in November or December or......

We meet monthly, in the Uniting Church Hall at 55 Gore  Street, Murgon. All 
welcome. We generally meet on a Monday from 2 - 5 pm, but the day and time is 
flexible. The hall is setup to cater for Covid 19 requirements and we cannot have 
the regular afternoon tea and a talk-fest. Alternatively at the Music Jam we bring 
along a thermos of coffee or tea, etc. and our own biscuits. We could cater for byo!

We enjoy the fellowship, the singing, the fun, the day out, and involvement 
in this activity. Any new singers are most welcome to come along and share this 
time with us. Any and all interested parties please call Doug on 0466 974 483 or 
preferably emaildougjohnson@tpg.com.au

Regards, Doug Johnson, 24 Taylor St East, Murgon. Queensland. Ph 07 4168 
2169 or 04 6697 4483

Chamber of Commerce & Industry Qld
Restrictions on Queensland business to ease from October 1. Some venues w/ outdoor areas will be able to 

host more customers with restrictions easing to allow 1 person per 2sq metres. CCIQ & businesses have been 
calling for this easing to enable them to operate viably.

This morning the Queensland Government announced further easing of restrictions which will allow more people to 
gather at outdoor venues and events from 1am, Thursday 1 October 2020:

Change to density requirements
•  Outdoor venues with a COVID Safe Plan can increase the number of patrons from one per four square metres 

to one per two square metres. This includes businesses like outdoor dining, theme parks and zoos.
•  Seated capacity at outdoor stadiums, ampitheatres and outdoor performance venues will increase from up to 50 

per cent to up to 75 per cent.
Change for events

STRUDDYS SPORTS
MURGON

Number On Shop for NRL Gear
       

  • Sports Wear  • School Uniforms

      • Work Wear    • Embroidery

• Huge range of Running Shoes/Footwear

By Tony Turton
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MURGON
Enjoy our world-class scenic views from 

the many natural parks on Boat Mountain.

Dob In a Dealer 
campaign will help clean up 

drugs in Wide Bay
Dob in a Dealer campaign run by Crime Stoppers 

Australia, benefitting communities across Wide Bay. 
The program is funded from the proceeds of crime, 
money that was destined to line the pockets of our 
most serious criminals.

“Dob in a Dealer is a call to action to Wide 
Bay communities to provide Crime Stoppers with 
information to assist law enforcement in disrupting 
the import, manufacture and supply of ice and other 
harmful illicit drugs,” 

“We encourage Wide Bay residents to anonymously 
contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or online at 
www.crimestoppers.com.au to ‘dob in’ those people 
profiting from the use of illicit drugs in our community.

“Drugs such as ice have a devastating impact on 
local communities. 

“The Government recognises that police can’t fight 
this on their own, and that our community can play 
a strong part to undermine and disrupt any criminal 
business models operating in local areas,” The 
last Dob in a Dealer campaign, which ran between 
February 2016 and March 2017, saw an average 
national increase of 95 per cent in drug-related 
information reports, including an increase of 143 per 
cent in the number of amphetamine-related reports 
from the public.

During 2016 in Queensland, Crime Stoppers 
received more than 17,000 drug-related information 
reports, including more than 5200 amphetamine-
related reports. This led to more than 600 arrests and 
the seizure of more than $1 million worth of drugs.

This home has been lovingly cared for by the current owners who are very sad to now 
have to place the home on the market due to health issues.  3 good sized bedrooms plus 
a large sleepout.   Open living with wood fire and air conditioning leads to a covered 
verandah at the rear.  Modern built in kitchen, good sized pantry, dishwasher.  Separate 
dining.
Modern bathroom with shower.  Covered entertaining area, gazebo, bird aviaries, all set in 
beautifully maintained gardens.  Fully and well fenced rear garden.  Single lock up garage 
under house.  Goomeri. $289,000

Older style home on timber stumps.  2 bedrooms, full length front enclosed verandah.  
Living with wood fire and air conditioner.  Ceiling fans. separate dining and built in kitchen.  
Concreted under house.  Murgon. $115,000

Home on steel stumps comprises of 3 bedrooms spacious air conditioned living.  Built 
in modern kitchen.  The bathroom benefits from a bath and separate shower.  Small front 
deck.  Fully and well fenced.  Large double bay lockable shed in rear yard.  Enclosed under.  
Town and tank water connected to the house  Goomeri. $165,000

email - murgonre@bigpond.net.au

Sellers are keen to move this one on.  Vacant possession - 3 bedrooms with built in robes.  
Modern kitchen. Air conditioned. Spacious open plan living and dining Good size bathroom. 
2 toilets. Verandahs front and rear plus covered entertaining area with ramp access up to 
the house.   Single lock up garage with access to the house. Plus large shed in back yard. 
Fully and well fenced. Town and tank water.  Price negotiable  Murgon. $195,000
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Murgon Report 06/10/2020
Weaner Steers $5.36 c/kg

Agents yarded 900 in Murgon Tuesday with all descriptions selling to strong rates especially light weaner cattle.  
Weaner steers sold to 5.36 and heifers to 4.66.  Feeder and Export cattle also sold strongly.  Heavy Bulls topped 
at to 3.17 and $2280.00.  Bullocks sold to 3.58c for $2250.00.   Heavy Cows over 500 kilograms topped at 3.16 
per kilogram and $1990.00 averaging 2.87.  Cows 400 to 500 kg sold to 3.10 for a 2.78 average. Lighter Cows 
under 400 kg topped at 2.55 per kilo.  Export heifers topped at 3.50 per kilogram and $1960.00. Cattle were drawn 
from Mundubbera, Gayndah, Mt Perry, Durong, Kingaroy, Nanango, Yarraman, Kilkivan and locally.  Local Brangus 
steers weighing 452 kg sold for 3.93 to return $1780.0.  418 kg Belmont Red steers from Murgon sold for $1640.00 
at 3.92.  Local Santa steers 347 kg sold for $1418.00 at 4.08.  330 kg Droughtmaster steers from Murgon sold for 
4.04 and $1330.00.  300 kg Santa steers from Nanango sold to $1200.00 at 4.02.   Charolais cross weaner steers 
from Manumbar sold to 4.89 returning $1060.00.  Droughtmaster weaner steers from Tansey sold for $1010.00 at 
4.50.  2 pens of Charolais cross weaner steers from Goomeri sold for 4.41 to return $1201.00 & $977 respectively.  
Angus cross weaner steers from Mondure sold to 5.29 for $1024.00.  Braford weaner steers from Wondai sold to 
$868.00 at 5.36.  Simmental cross steers from Mt Perry sold to $909.00 and 5.31.  2 pens of light Limousin steers 
sold for 5.25 for $1039.00 & $823.00.  Angus cross steers from Binjour sold to $937.00 at 5.12.  Local Simmental 
steers sold to 5.08 and $922.00.  436 kg Brangus heifers from Gayndah sold for $1530.00 and 3.50.  352 kg 
Charbray heifers from Nanango sold for $1350.00 at 3.84.  311 kg Brahman cross heifers also from Nanango 
sold for 3.84 returning $1195.00.  Santa cross heifers from Windera sold for 4.36 for $908.00.  Charbray heifers 
from Booubyjan sold to 4.18 returning $890.00.  230 kg Brahman heifers from Kilkivan sold for 4.15 and $956.00.  
Angus cross weaner heifers from Mondure sold for $902.00 and 4.66.  Santa cross heifers from Wondai sold to 
$775.00 at 4.60.  A big percentage of the better quality weaner heifers sold from 4.00 to 4.20.  Cows & Calves sold 
to $1890.00.     

           The Next Murgon Sale is on Tuesday the 20th of October at 8.00 am.    

Covid-19 international tourism adaption grant 
The $5 million COVID-19 International Tourism Adaptation Grant program is a key element of the Queensland 

Economic Recovery Strategy: Unite and Recover for Queensland Jobs to help accelerate the State’s recovery 
from COVID-19.

This funding boost aims to support regional Queensland tourism businesses that have suffered losses of 
income because of the international travel restrictions as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The tourism 
business headquarters must be located in Queensland and primarily operate outside the Greater Brisbane Area of 
Brisbane City Council, Redlands City Council, Logan City Council, Ipswich City Council and Moreton Bay Regional 
Council boundaries.

Grants from a minimum of $2,000 to a maximum of $10,000 (excluding GST) are available to tourism 
businesses in regional Queensland who can demonstrate they have suffered losses of income because of the 
international travel restrictions.

The key objectives of the COVID-19 International Tourism Adaptation Grant program are to assist tourism 
businesses to:

pivot their product, service and/or marketing to a domestic tourism market
meet operating costs while the business hibernates until international markets reopen.
Applications opened on Friday 2 October 2020 and the program will close once all funding has been allocated.
To apply visit the QRIDA application portal.

Creation of 100,000 new apprenticeship positions.
As part of its COVID-19 Recovery Plan, the Federal Government has announced a package of $1.2 billion for 

the creation of 100,000 new apprenticeship positions.
Beginning today, 5 October 2020, any business that takes on a new apprentice is eligible for a 50% wage 

subsidy of up to $7,000 per quarter. Businesses of any size, in any location and operating in any industry are 
eligible and the program will be available until the cap of 100,000 apprentices is reached.

Employers participating in the program will be eligible for the 50% subsidy for new or recommencing 
apprentices and trainees until 30 September 2021.

Further information is available on the Department of Education, Skills and Employment’s website.
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Now  at  Murgon Post Office
52 Lamb St Murgon

Don’t throw it out
Remember the 

Murgon Museum
your unwanted 

treasures 
could be our 

treasures

Phone 4168 1934

Dairy & Heritage Museum Murgon
The visitors just keep coming. It has been so pleasing 

to have so many travellers coming through our gate 
and the positive comments that are being made about 
our Museum and all that our region has to offer. Travel 
restrictions and not being able to travel too far, have 
given many people the opportunity to get out and about 
and to see what our country regions have to offer. School 
holidays have brought many families out to the Museum 
and because of our spacious grounds children have had 
the freedom to explore and learn about our past.

The volunteers at the Museum are always looking at 
how we can improve and add to our displays. We now 
have a butcher shop with our very own butcher named 
“Charlie”.

 
Museum Hours- Closed Mondays- Open Tuesday-Sunday 9.30am – 

12.30pm. Situated off Gayndah Rd opposite the Murgon Saleyards.
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Competition time! 
We welcome photos taken anywhere in the beautiful Burnett Inland to be submitted as part of our 2020 BIEDO 

Best Shots Comp. It has been fabulous to be able to showcase our region throughout 2020 through displaying 
your lovely photographs.  This year we will again choose 12 winning photographs which will be used (and credited) 
on the BIEDO website, social media and e-news throughout 2021.  Entries close 30 November 2020.

Happy Snapping! 
• If you are looking for a grant writer to assist your business or community group, please refer to the Grant 

Writer’s Database, which is now available for download on the BIEDO website! 
• Closing soon! Supporting Agricultural Shows and Field Days Program: Agricultural show societies and field 

day organisers are invited to apply for funding to reimburse costs incurred when they had to cancel their 2020 
event/s because of COVID-19. For full details click here, and apply by the deadline of 9 October 11:00pm AEDT.

• Closing soon! National Landcare Program: Smart Farms Small Grants Round 4: applications now open 
for projects between $5,000 - $100,000. Grant funding is to support projects to increase farming, forestry and 
fishing communities’ awareness, knowledge, skills and capacity to adopt best practice sustainable agriculture. 
Applications close 9 October 11:00pm AEDT. 

• New! Future Drought Fund: Natural Resource Management Drought Resilience Program: applications are 
now open to support experimentation in NRM practices, systems and approaches to deliver drought resilience 
outcomes in agricultural areas. Organizations and farming operations can apply for between $20,000 - $200,000 
funding by the deadline, 30 October 2020 11:00pm AEDT. 

• Gambling Community Benefit Fund: applications open in mid-September for not-for-profits and community 
groups seeking funding to support infrastructure improvements, equipment and project costs from $500 - $35,000. 
Deadline 11:59pm 31 October 2020. 

• FRRR Tackling Tough Times Together: applications now open for projects in drought affected communities 
with funding streams available of up to $20,000, or for projects up to $60,000. Applications close 22 October with 
outcomes announced in February 2021. 

• RISE (Restart Investment to Sustain and Expand) Fund. Open until funds are expended (or by 31 May 
2021). RISE will support the employment of artists and workers in the arts and entertainment sector, as well as in 
connected industries such as hospitality, accommodation, transport and freight.  

• Funding still available! Small Business COVID-19 Adaption Grants (Round 2). If your business has been 
significantly impacted or closed due to COVID-19 restrictions, eligible businesses can apply for up to $10,000 to 
support operational costs, training, capital costs associated with meeting COVID-19 safety requirements, etc..

• Regional Recovery Boost - Regional Arts Fund. In April the Federal Government announced a once-off 
investment of $10 million into the regional arts sector, which will be administered through the Regional Arts Fund 
and support the recovery of the sector in response to COVID-19. Funding is currently available through two 
streams with a medium and long term (Renewal) support focus. 

Further information on any of the above see, burst@biedo.org.au 

BYTE-NITE 

RETURNS 24TH OCTOBER

The very successful SB PCYC organized BYTE-NITE will commence again at the Murgon Swimming 
Pool. Come and enjoy the fellowship and fun from 5.00pm to 8pm Saturday 24th.

Don’t forget your towel and swimming togs. Free entry and food supplied but standard Strict pool 
regulations will be enforced pertaining to safety and parental care of the number of young people in 

attendance per adult. Free delivery to home in the Murgon or Cherbourg area. 
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E-Mail: barbarathompson1069@yahoo.com.au

• Verticals • Rollers 
• Panel Glides • Romans 

• Venetians 
• Outdoor Awnings

Showroom:
27 Taylor Street, Murgon

by appointment
kgsblindsandawnings@hotmail.com

Covering The South Burnett

Kev Garside 0467 849 149

Deb
FRECKLINGTON MP
Member for Nanango

Working for the 
South Burnett
For assistance with 
State Government issues, 
please contact me on:

 07 4190 7100
 nanango@parliament.qld.gov.au
 PO Box 1158, Kingaroy Qld 4610
 debfrecklington.com.au 

 DebFrecklingtonMP

ADVERTISEMENT

We sadly mourn the loss of:
GRAHAM, Jack, formerly of Murgon
MAUDSLEY, Glen Percival, Late of Goomeri
HANSEN, Brian George, Late of Proston
PERKINS, Maree Patricia, (Nee Geary), Late of Kilkivan
EVANS, Glenda Raye, Late of  Memerambi
SMITH, Isobel Elviar (nee Perkins), Late of Castra, Murgon

Murgon RSL Citizen’s Auxiliary Raffle 17.09.2020 - 
Winner - Shane Sippel.

The Mayor Brett Otto and Councillor Kathy Duff 
with the new flowers being planted in the flower pots 

in front of the Angel buildings in 
Macalister Street, Murgon. 

Brett not quite the right clothes for gardening!
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50 Lamb St Murgon
Now at 

David Pain tries his luck whilst enjoying Thursday evening social golf at the beautiful Murgon Golf Club
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Ray Richards - Manager

Tel: 07 4168 3060 
Mobile: 0418 120 255

Email: murgon@norco.com.au

Web: www.norco.com.au
21 Lamb Street, Murgon Qld 4605

SOUTH BURNETT PARKINSON’S SUPPORT GROUP

Maree welcomed us to Graham House in September to enjoy morning tea and to view their new facilities. After 
we had filled up on tea/coffee, sandwiches and cakes Maree spoke to the group about the many services which 
the community centre offers. Several of the members were familiar with the transport service but thought it was 
only for medical appointments. Graham House has a community vegie garden,  offers computer classes, provides 
hampers for the needy, has  a counselling service, as well as their transport service etc.(PH. 4169 8400). Ancy 
experienced the excellent service of the Graham House car when she was brought to the meeting by volunteer 
Julie. Lyn also acknowledged and highly recommended this service. Thank You Maree and staff for your efforts on 
the day and every day to assist your community.

We were delighted to have Cherie (Murgon RSL) join us for our morning tea. Phenella and Jenny were also 
able to attend this month.

Darryl, Lyn, Phenella and Carmen were wearing their new T shirts and stood out “in the crowd”.
Leif was the winner of the Lucky Spot prize.
As usual, it was a happy event with everyone going home with more than they came with when the golf day 

items were available for selection.

NEXT MEETING: OCT 26@ the 
Murgon Heritage & Dairy Museum. 
COST: $6 for morning tea. Bookings 
are required by phoning Carmen 5486 
1268.

Parkinson’s Disease a chronic, 
progressive disease for which there 
is presently no cure. For further 
information about the local support 
group phone Carmen 5486 1268 or 
Darryl 4168 3116. The group is a 
small friendly group who welcome 
supporters, carers and people with 
Parkinson’s.

Carmen Emery-Strathdee, 
Coordinator, South Burnett 
Parkinson’s Support Group

07 5486 1268
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CAT BITE: AN INCIDENT NOT TO BE TAKEN LIGHTLY

Renee DiPietro, CVT
Veterinary Information Specialist, Permitted Wildlife 

Rehabilitator
Did you know that a bite from your furry friend Felis 

domesticus (house cat), can have dire consequences? As 
a person who very recently spent 3 days hospitalized on IV 
antibiotics for a cat bite, I thought I would share a little public 
service warning. If your cat, or any other cat for that matter 
ever bites you, don’t take it lightly or try to treat this injury at 
home.

A couple of weeks ago I was bitten by a cat in the upper 
arm while working at a veterinary clinic. I cleaned the wounds 
well and then went straight to an urgent care facility as my 
own health care provider had no appointments available until 
the end of the day. Knowing what can happen if a cat bite 
goes untreated I chose urgent care. I cleaned the bites well, immediately. Within 2 hours of the bite I had been 
examined, treated, and started on oral antibiotics. For the rest of the day the heat and pain in and around the bite 
wounds grew. By evening I started to feel unwell but I attributed this to the anti-biotics. By bed time I was running 
a low- grade fever and the spreading redness and heat on my arm indicated that the bite wounds had become 
infected. We headed to the ER.

Now this is not my first cat bite rodeo, or even my first infected cat bite rodeo. (Studies show that 50 % of cat 
bites become infected) I have been bitten by cats, dogs, horses, hamsters, eagles, turtles, and even taloned by 
an owl during my career. I have always taken these wounds in stride as part of my occupation. This incident was 
different and more severe than I personally have ever experienced, but it not an uncommon outcome among cat 
bite victims. I am going to tell you why.

The bacterial flora in a cat’s mouth include some nasty anaerobic bacteria (thriving where oxygen is not 
present). The most common offender in the cat’s mouth is Pasteurella multocida. This bacteria is also present 
in the mouths of other animals that bite, but in cats the potential for this pathogen to cause serious infection is 
amplified by feline dental structure when a cat bite occurs. Cat’s teeth are sharp, like a needle. When a cat bites 
you they basically inject this aggressive pathogen (and others) deep into your tissue. This plunges the bacteria 
right into a warm, dark, low oxygen environment which is optimal for the development of infection. From there, an 
aggressive cellulitis (skin infection) can take root and spread 
quickly. Additional complications can include Osteomyelitis 
(bone infection), Sepsis, (a life threatening systemic response 
to infection), chronic local infection, disfigurement etc. 
Treatment for infected cat bites often requires hospitalization, 
treatment with IV antibiotics, surgery, and in rare cases 
amputations.

Studies have found that up to 90% of domestic cats carry 
Pasteurella in their mouths.

A Mayo Clinic study on infected cat bites found that 72 % 
of people hospitalized immediately after presentation to an 
ER for an infected cat bite required surgery as part of their 
medical treatment.

I am still on antibiotics, and the jury is still out on whether I 
will be having surgery.

You can find pictures of my own personal incident at the bottom of this article. If you are squeamish you may 
want to avoid them. If you choose to look, you will see where the nurses in the hospital drew circles on my arm to 
track the infection as it spread.

Long story short, avoid cat bites at all costs. It is not worth the risk. How can you do this? With your own cat 
at home it is important to teach them from kitten hood that biting is not okay, even during play. It is best not to 
encourage rough play that involves your hands or other body parts with a kitten or adult cat.

For tips on teaching your cat or kitten not to bite, consult with your veterinarian or a pet behaviorist. Do not 
attempt medical procedures (taking a temperature for example) or significant grooming procedures on your own 
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cat without assistance, (preferably professional experience) or proper training in cat restraint.
For your own safety, avoid petting cats on the street that you do not know, no matter how friendly they seem. 

If you are attempting to rescue a cat, wear thick gloves when handling it and have it examined immediately by a 
licensed veterinarian.

If you are bitten by a cat, wash the wound immediately with soap and water, and then immediately seek 
medical care. This is not something to play with. As evidenced by my story, even a cat bite treated immediately can 
become a serious health issue.

So…. love your wonderful feline friend, help that homeless kitten, but for goodness sake, avoid those teeth!

IT IS TIME TO REMEMBER 2014
AND IN MURGON Twice bitten over a period of 4 years on both hands 

I hope these photos can be help to someone who has never seen what a cat bite can do and possibly save 
someone’s LIFE. We waited 3 days before going to a doctor both times, that night both times she started to feel ill 
and was flown out seriously ill. 

Both times she was transported to Toowoomba hospitals via helicopter and put into Intensive Care Units 
fighting for her life.

She was also bitten a third time but we went to a doctor immediately who looked at her chart and said I can 
cut it out now and give you antibiotics but I want to see you every day for the next five days or you can go to the 
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hospital and see how you get on. What the Murgon doctor did was a success and the cat has passed away. We 
now have a replica concrete ornamental cat painted the same as Gilly.

This story is also one of the many reasons that financial support for our Emergency Helicopter Service (Life 
Flight) is of major importance. Clubs, Organizations and private donations can be forwarded to Leo Geraghty of 
Clifton Motors, Macalister Street. Murgon who will on forward them

These are photos of what is left of her hands and why she wears a glove and stocking on one hand,
We feel so strongly about the effects of a cat bite that has caused us to reprint this article. If you are bitten by 

a cat, wash the wound immediately with soap and water, and then immediately seek medical care. This is not 
something to play with.
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Join us for our group departure for Longreach, travelling onboard the Spirit of the Outback visiting some of 
Australia’s most iconic spots.

Only 6 spots left, pop in store or call us today to secure your place on this Aussie outback tour.
P: 41681533 or email: info@purserstravelandcruise.com.au
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NEWS FROM THE BUDGET AND HOW IT WILL 
EFFECT YOU

OUR ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN DELIVERS FOR WIDE 
BAY HOUSEHOLDS, BUSINESSES AND INDUSTRY

 Federal Member for Wide Bay and Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives Llew O’Brien has 
welcomed the Morrison Government’s Economic Recovery Plan, saying it will create jobs, rebuild our economy 
and secure Australia’s future.

 Under the Liberal and Nationals Government’s plan, taxpayers in Wide Bay will receive a tax cut backdated to 
1 July this year.

 People in receipt of the age pension, disability support pension, carer payment, family tax benefit, family 
tax benefit lump sum, double orphan pension, carer allowance, Commonwealth seniors health card, pensioner 
concession card and veteran card will also receive a $250 payment in December this year and another in March 
2021.

 “This means more money in the pockets of local households to assist with the cost of living, but also to help 
generate economic activity and create jobs,” Mr O’Brien said.

 The Budget announcements build on the Morrison Government’s unprecedented investment in the health and 
economic response to COVID-19.

 Since the onset of the pandemic, the Government has provided $257 billion in direct economic support to 
cushion the blow and strengthen the recovery.

 The 2020-21 Budget commits a further $98 billion including: $25 billion in direct COVID-19 response measures 
and $74 billion in new measures to create jobs.

 “We’re supporting Australians to get back to work and businesses to rebuild, grow, and create jobs,” Mr O’Brien 
said.  

 In Maryborough, the Liberal and Nationals Government is investing $28,500,000 in the Rheinmetall Nioa 
Munitions projectile forging plant with $15,675,000 allocated in 2020-21.

 “This project is creating jobs right now through the construction stage, both on-site and through local supply 
chains. Once operational, it will be a significant employer in Maryborough boosting the regional economy,” Mr 
O’Brien said.

 “DTM Timbers will also receive $170,715 towards its $3,500,000 laminated timber value-add project. The 
Morrison Government’s $1,750,000 commitment is helping to support jobs in Maryborough.

 “In Gympie, the 2020-21 Budget provides a final payment of $497,970 towards Nolan Meats $9,959,412 
processing expansion project. The Morrison Government’s $4,979,706 contribution will help create an extra 200 
local jobs.

 “Sun Coast Macadamias in Gympie will receive $80,000 towards its $200,000 project to improve operational 
efficiency. The Australian Government has committed $100,000 to the ERP project.”

 This Budget is also investing a record amount in skills and training to make sure Wide Bay job seekers have 
the skills they need to get a job.

 “We are also further assisting first home buyers and the construction sector by extending the First Home Loan 
Deposit Scheme to another 10,000 places and providing an additional $1 billion of low-cost finance to support the 
construction of affordable housing,” Mr O’Brien said. 

“The Morrison Government is investing in our sovereign manufacturing capability to ensure we have an 
internationally competitive and resilient manufacturing sector, and in the process create more high-value jobs.

 “Further, our incentives to encourage businesses to invest in their business will create more economic activity 
and jobs.”

 Tax relief for Wide Bay businesses includes allowing 99 per cent of businesses to deduct the full cost of 
depreciable assets in the year they are installed.

 The Morrison Government is also delivering record infrastructure investment, expanding our record 10-year 
infrastructure pipeline to $110 billion, and supporting a further 40,000 jobs nationally.



18

 The Budget also includes a $2 billion investment in road safety upgrades to save lives and an additional $1 
billion to support local councils to immediately upgrade local roads, footpaths and street lighting to create jobs now.

 In Wide Bay, the Budget includes funding for local councils through the Financial Assistance Grants program 
with contributions made to the following councils in the 2020-21 financial year to be spent on the council’s 
priorities. 

• Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council, $963,294
• Fraser Coast Regional Council, $7,969,816
• Gympie Regional Council, $5,564,026
• Noosa Shire Council, $2,307,810
• South Burnett Regional Council, $7,024,612
• Sunshine Coast Regional Council, $12,231,604
Councils will also receive funding from the Morrison Government’s Roads to Recovery program with 

contributions made to the following councils in the 2020-21 financial year to improve local road networks: 
• Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council, $39,849
• Fraser Coast Regional Council, $1,912,057
• Gympie Regional Council, $1,361,802
• Noosa Shire Council, $790,346
• South Burnett Regional Council, $1,973,358
• Sunshine Coast Regional Council, $3,653,767
The Local Roads and Community Infrastructure program has also been extended and councils in Wide Bay will 

receive the following allocations in the 2020-21 financial year to spend on local priority projects. 
• Cherbourg Aboriginal Shore Council, $39,849
• Fraser Coast Regional Council, $1,912,057
• Gympie Regional Council, $1,361,802
• Noosa Shire Council, $790,346
• South Burnett Regional Council, $1,644,465
• Sunshine Coast Regional Council, $3,653,767
The Budget confirms the Morrison Government’s $800 million commitment to the four-lane Bruce Highway 

Cooroy to Curra Section D project, with $134,000,000 allocated from the Australian Government for the 2020-21 
financial year.

 “The long-awaited and long overdue Bruce Highway and Wide Bay Highway intersection upgrade at Bells 
Bridge, which was announced in 2017 but has stalled under the Queensland Labor Government, has an allocation 
of $11,200,000 from the Morrison Government with $4,700,000 to be spent in 2020-21,” Mr O’Brien said.

 “Also, the overdue overtaking lanes at Tinana which were announced in 2018 and stalled under the 
Queensland Labor Government will finally start with a $14,046,955 allocation in the Budget.

 “There is an allocation of $1,980,000 from the Australian Government towards the Tiaro bypass but I am 
continuing my work with Denis Chapman and the LNP for a much needed four-lane bypass to improve safety and 
relieve congestion along this section of the Bruce Highway. 

 “The Coondoo Creek bridge on the Tin Can Bay Road will be completed with a payment of $2,600,000 in 
the 2020-21 Budget. The Morrison Government is contributing $5,000,000 towards the State project which the 
Queensland Labor Government should have funded and completed long ago.”

 The Budget includes funding for Black Spot program projects including $108,000 to upgrade the intersection 
of Albert Street and John Street in Maryborough, $107,500 for the intersection of Fort Street and Albert Street in 
Maryborough, and $755,500 for the intersection of Cedar Pocket Road and Gap Pocket Road at Cedar Pocket.

 In this Budget Noosa Council will receive a payment of $1,735,004 towards the $6,361,680 replacement of 
the Orealla Bridge, $250,000 for the $954,576 Tablelands Road bridge B project at Cooran and $463,661 for the 
$1,527,322 upgrade of the Wahpunga Lane bridge at Kin Kin. 

This financial year the Fraser Coast Regional Council will receive $220,540 towards the $735,135 Boar Creek 
bridge project on Forestry Road and $380,147 for St Mary’s bridge at Tiaro. 

Gympie Council will receive $700,000 towards the $2,300,000 upgrade of Doyles bridge on Kandanga Creek 
Road at Kandanga Creek. 

The 2020-21 Budget includes funding to complete the following projects:
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•        The Maryborough Showgrounds & Equestrian Park 5 Year Strategic Plan, $15,000
•        Cooloola Coast Voluntourism and Research Tourism Strategy, $10,307
•        The installation of new lighting on the main arena at Gympie Showgrounds (stage 1) $92,414
•        The Upper Mary Street precinct revitalisation project $801,215
•        Final Stage 3 - Rufous Street Masterplan Development, Peregian Beach Digital Hub, $2,073,100
•        Tourism Noosa Industry Leadership Program, $12,728
•        Maryborough Independent Riders fit-out, $5,000
•        Maryborough’s Portside Cultural Precinct $98,750
•        Noosa Tigers oval drainage project $192,000
•        Tewantin Noosa Cricket Club lighting upgrade $35,000
 The 2020-21 Budget confirms funding from the Morrison Government for the following projects:
•        Maryborough Softball, sports lighting installation, $140,000
•        Murgon RSL Sub-Branch, drop-in centre, $450,000
•        Gympie Avenues Lifestyle, Sherwood Hall refurbishment, $40,000
•        Hope Reins, Building a New Heart for What We Do, education and activity centre, $140,000
•        Sunshine Butterflies, construction of the training room and pick up/ drop off shelter, $42,539
•        Cooroy Badminton Hall amenities upgrade, $20,000
•        Murgon Creative Country Association, purpose-built cultural centre, $1,596,514
•        NOOSA Alive! creating a destination festival, $60,000
 More community, sporting and service groups throughout Wide Bay will also be eligible to receive funding in 

the Morrison Government’s 2020-21 Budget with another round of the popular Stronger Communities program, 
and the upcoming round of the Building Better Regions Fund will have a focus on projects to boost local tourism to 
support local small businesses and help create local jobs.

 Mr O’Brien said the Morrison Government’s Economic Recovery Plan for Australia will create jobs, rebuild our 
economy and secure Australia’s future.

 “This is the most important Budget in 75 years. It is a big picture, macro-economic budget using all the levers 
and gears of Government to keep the wheels of our economy turning and people in jobs,” he said. 

 “But there’s more to be done. I will continue to provide strong and effective representation to ensure Wide 
Bay’s families, households and businesses receive the support, services and infrastructure needed to build our 
region.”
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Had an awesome day judging with Tim Kelly at the Equine Training School at West Wooroolin. Dee Harper & Brett 
helped by Tamara Clegg, did an amazing job organising riders with & without disabilities. Everyone had lots of fun!! 

Loved judging pinkest horse & rider  

Congratulations to the newly elected executive of the Mondure & Abbeywood Rural Fire Brigades!!
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Jammin’ on a Saturday Afternoon
“Jamming on a Saturday Afternoon” is a free musician’s jam session being held in the hall of the Murgon uniting 

Church, 55 Gore Street on Saturday October 17.
The session starts at 2pm, going to 5pm.
The jam session is open to all musicians and singers in the Murgon and South Burnett region who are welcome 

to come along, join in with others and share their musical gifts. People are also free to come along and listen in.
All government COVID recommendations will be followed. But that won’t stop people having a ton of fun.
Food and drink cannot be served at the venue. BYO food and drink are allowed. Alcohol is not permitted on the 

grounds, it is at a church after all.
All instruments and music styles are welcome.
Come along, join in, share, learn and have fun.
Enquiries to Wayne on 0409870853. Call after 4pm.

The Murgon Florist and Murgon Bakery working together to bring a little joy to their 
customers.  *MBDA Member



22

WOW how amazing is this!!!. It is awesome to drive around Proston & see the amazing number of residents, businesses & 
community groups pinking up Proston to promote breast cancer awareness as part of pinking up the South Burnett
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A fantastic night at the Wondai Art Gallery for the South Burnett Aquisitve Exhibition. We have some amazingly 
talented people in our region!!
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My name is Heaven-Leigh Porter and I live in Wondai. I’m a children’s book author and have recently released 
a book that is set in the South Burnett. It is currently available online, across Australia, the US, UK and New 

Zealand. It is based on the Porter family farm at Wheatlands, and given their family history in the region.

“Our New Home at the Murgon Men’s Shed”
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Congratulations to The Coffee Bar 4605...3 years already

Join us as we celebrate 3 years here at the Coffee Bar. Huge thank you to everyone for all your ongoing 
support over the past 3 years, without you guys we wouldn’t be able to do what we do. Big shout out to Kate at 
Cakealicious for the amazing Coffee Bar cookies.

Murgon Mustangs Junior Rugby League
A massive congratulations to the under 10s Mustangs who have represented the club with the highest show of 
sportsmanship on and off the field.
It was mentioned by the Wandoan Wild Cats club how impressed they were of our Mustangs team conduct. Well 
done boys. Our team finished up with 14 points in 3rd position.
A big thank you to all involved in making this a fantastic weekend.
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St Joseph’s Catholic Parish
Invites you to the 2020

MELBOURNE CUP
Luncheon

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 3 - 11.00AM — 3.00PM
At the Royal Hotel, Lamb Street, Murgon

Fashions of the Field, Sweeps, Raffles, Entertainment, Giveaways
Cost - $25 per head - BE QUICK! Numbers are limited

Call The Royal Hotel 4168 1799 to book
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Immaculate 3 bedroom home, front & back decks, with new kitchen. 
Lounge has A/C & ceiling fan, 2 double doors that lead you out to 
the front verandah with privacy screens. Bedroom 1& 2 both have 
built ins, A/C & fans. Third bedroom has a fan. Bathroom, shower 

only, large vanity & lots of storage. Remote garage, workshop, solar 
panels & a heat pump. Landscaped & well maintained gardens at the 

front and back of the home, fully fenced. MURGON $180,000

Renovated 4 bedroom home, colonial style with sheds. Spacious 
renovated kitchen, with dishwasher, large stove, Island bench & 
plenty of storage space. French doors that lead you out to the 

entertainment area that includes a bar. Polished floors in the dining 
room & three bedrooms have split system recycled air conditioners. 
Large back yard for the growing family, cemented driveway, lock up 

shed, carport & garage.
MURGON $260.000

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock 

Across Country Real Estate & Livestock 
86 Lamb Street, Murgon Qld 4605. P.O.Box 377

Ph: 0741681600, Fax: 0741681542
Mobile: 0407097109, 

Email: dianne.acrelivestock@bigpond.com

Solid 3 bedroom timber home, huge shed complete with a 
mechanical car service pit, can accommodate 4 cars, 1 bay has a 

roller door at both end. Bedrooms are carpeted with the main having 
air condition & walk in robe. 2 lounge areas, 2 bathrooms, kitchen 
& dining, covered entertainment area, well maintained easy care 

gardens & new water tank. MURGON $190,000                  

Tidy modern 3 bedroom brick home features open plan kitchen, 
dining & lounge with an air conditioner & serving bench in the 

kitchen to the dining area.  Bedrooms all have built ins & ceiling fans. 
Bathroom has a large corner shower with vanity & toilet. Ceiling 

fans, security screens, blinds, wood look vinyl flooring throughout 
the living areas, tiles in the kitchen & bathroom. Front patio area to 

take in the views & back patio for entertaining, 2 tanks, garden shed, 
shade house, fully fenced & established gardens & fruit trees.

HIVESVILLE $270,000

Hello Murgon ladies, anyone interested in joining 
the best women’s organisation 

please come along. We are trialling a Saturday 
afternoon meeting for the working

 ladies wishing to join.
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MURGON - 56 Douglas Street Ph 07 4168 1277
WONDAI - 66 Mackenzie Street Ph 07 4168 5733

The South Burnett Veterinary Group has practices 
conveniently located at Murgon, Kingaroy and 
Wondai.

We provide a comprehensive and professional 
service to all  species of animals, in a caring and 
friendly environment.

C.R Braithwaite BVSc. and Associates

Men and Young Men’s Fashion, Workwear,
Sportswear, Surfwear, Formal Hire, In House Embroidery 

87 Lamb Street Murgon. 4605 
Ph/ Fax: 07 4168 1355

Ah: 07 4168 1149, Mob: 0417 608 929 
E-Mail: marksmith@burnett.net.au

Clovely An #EatQld Champion

Clovely Estate co-owner Dr Susan Mercer … the South 
Burnett winery has been named as Queensland’s 12th 

#EatQld Champion
The South Burnett’s largest winery – Clovely Estate 

at Moffatdale – has been named as Queensland’s 12th 
#eatqld Champion.

Agricultural Industry Development Minister Mark Furner 
said Clovely Estate had been chosen for its commitment 
to showcasing the flavours of the South Burnett, and the 
company’s imagination and determination to grow its 
business during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“For more than 20 years, Clovely Estate has produced a 
range of red, white and sparkling wines that have become 
some of Queensland’s most-awarded wines,” Mr Furner 
said.

“And recently, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Clovely launched Forage Pantry Provisions at their city 
cellar door in Red Hill, Brisbane, to support local growers, 
producers and suppliers.

“I congratulate Clovely Estate’s owners Susan Mercer 
and Brett Heading, general manager Aaron Stephan, chief 
winemaker Nick Pesudovs and all their staff whose fine 
products and sense of community make them a terrific 
choice as our 12th #eatqld Champion.”

Mr Furner said every part of the economy had been hit 
by the COVID-19 pandemic but agriculture was playing 
a key role in the State Government’s $8 billion economic 
recovery plan.

 Aaron Stephan said being named a #eatqld Champion 
provided an opportunity to showcase the South Burnett’s 
fresh produce.

“We celebrate the South Burnett and the best of local 
fare in everything we do,” he said.

“Clovely Estate is a place where we love to be.
“Being named as a #eatqld Champion endorses our 

vision to unite with other producers and partners to promote 
the joy of unique local fare produced with passion.”

Courtesy South Burnett Online
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FLASHBACK: Former Murgon Mustang Gavin Cooper with the NRL trophy and a bunch of young Mustangs 
during a trip back home in 2016

Former Murgon Mustang Gavin Cooper laced up his boots for the Cowboys for the last time on Thursday 24th 
September.

Cooper, 35, announced last week this would be his last season in the NRL.
He played in 321 NRL games during his 15-year rugby league career, including 245 with Townsville.
Cooper made his debut for the Cowboys in 2006 before leaving to play for the Gold Coast and Penrith, but 

headed back north in 2011 and has been there ever since.
He captained the Cowboys to the club’s first trophy, the 2014 NRL Nines title, and appeared in 27 games during 

the club’s first premiership campaign in 2015.
He also stepped up to captain the Cowboys during the club’s run to the 2017 grand final.
Cooper also made six State of Origin appearances for the Maroons and was a member of the 2017 NRL All 

Stars side.
Cowboys director of football Peter Parr described Cooper as one of the most influential players in the club’s 

history.
“He’s one of the greatest contributors this club has ever had. To play the amount of games he has and the 

amount of time he has spent on the field is significant for me – he’s a guy that has played 80 minutes almost every 
game of his career, which I think has been understated,” Parr said.

“His on-field record speaks for itself, but what I think of when I reflect on Gavin Cooper’s career at the Cowboys 
is what he did away from the paddock. How consistent he was with his training and preparation and his care for his 
teammates and the club.

“There hasn’t been a player who has cared more for this club or been more selfless for this club than Gavin 
Cooper.

“He did whatever he could to make this club successful both on and off the field and for that reason all of us 
who have been privileged enough to have had something to do with his career, we will look back on it as one of the 
great Cowboys careers.”

The Cowboys’ last game for the season was against the Broncos in Brisbane.
Courtesy Murgon Rugby League and South Burnett Online.
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MURGON BUSINESS & DEVELOPMENT ASSN. INC.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2020:
We are going through very hard times and we need each other’s support by shopping locally. Our whole 

community should be proud of our town and its achievements and be a part of it, and with your help continue to 
improve the local economy and our quality of life. 

We extend a warm welcome to all our new Murgon citizens and Business Owners to become part of our family. 
We have 93 financial members  
Murgon’s main concerns will be to get our share of any new development, and establishing further small 

industry and erecting houses on our estates, It was sad to hear of some of our businesses closing, whilst we also 
attracted new businesses and extensions to others. 

We congratulate the Creative Country Association for their success in obtaining $1.5 million funding to build an 
Art Gallery, Cultural Centre and Fossil Museum here in Macalister Street, Murgon. 

We also congratulate the Murgon RSL Sub Branch for their success in obtaining $450,000 funding to build a 
new Drop in Centre in Stephens Street. 

We also congratulate the Murgon High School for their success in obtaining $12.65 million funding to build a 
new A $6.6 million hall which will feature a stage, lighting and sound, storage for props and costumes, back-of-
house facilities, dressing rooms and amenities and incorporating a Sports Stadium and Administration block at the 
High School. 

Our popular breakfast meetings during the year have been well attended, special thanks to the management 
of the Royal Hotel for allowing us this venue and providing a scrumptious breakfast and we look forward to further 
input from our members at these meetings. 

Bjelke-Petersen Dam, Boondooma Dam, Barambah Bush Caravan and Camping, the Murgon Dairy & Heritage 
Museum and our 48 hour free camp have been major attractions during this latter part of the year and Murgon 
is thriving on tourism and the fishing has been excellent. Sadly, the many fishing comps and major events have 
had to be postponed because of the Covid-19 virus. Remember Murgon is on show to visitors 24 hours a day 
365 days of the year and it is our job to make visitors welcome and rid them of any negativity about our town. We 
have excelled in promoting the successful Wine and Olive industry and our courteous and friendly nature and then 
combine all this with our World class scenic views, 1st class sporting facilities, our highly competitive business 
community and our festivals and fun, - Murgon is definitely a great place.

I would like to especially thank our hard working Secretary, Margaret Long, Treasurer Lorraine Goodchild, all 
office bearers and promotional committees especially our Easter Fair committee and  we look forward to Our new 
look Easter Fair bigger and brighter in 2021 and those who presented reports to our meetings. 

Our Christmas celebrations in the park will take on a new look again this year with Carols by candlelight and 
smaller entertainment organized in conjunction with the South Burnett Ministers Assoc.   

Many thanks to Lorraine Goodchild for the updating of messages and news items on our web site murgon.net.
au and our facebook page many thanks.  

We are very appreciative of the support and patronage of The Cherbourg Community. 
We also wish to thank the volunteers for their commitment to our town at the Visitor Information Centre and the 

Museum and look forward to 2021 for some of our major attractions returning that have included the magnificent 
Murgon Rotary Music Muster injecting much needed revenue to our community, major Festivities at the Wineries. 

We are appreciative of the Neighbourhood Watch organization and local police department and Government 
agencies for their efforts in containing crime in our area and their involvement with the SB PCYC here in Murgon 
and to Sgt Renae Bond and her staff and volunteers of the SB PCYC who  instigated many programs, especially 
BYTE NITE, to help curb youth crime in our area with youth activities organised in Murgon and Cherbourg. 

Remember “Lock it or Lose it” 
Whilst at times our town security cameras have created major headaches, more over they have been very 

helpful in solving and reducing criminal activities.
 We extend a very big thank you to all our Voluntary organisers, Service Clubs, Police, Graham House, CTC, 

SES, Fire Services, Security officers, and to the Australian Army who helped in the Covid-19 restrictions and to all 
concerned in promoting “Magnificent Murgon at the foothills of Boat Mountain, in the heart of the Burnett Valley, 
part of the Great South Burnett 2.1/2 hours from city or sea and look forward to a great 2020. The South Burnett 
Rail Trail has been a great success story bringing many visitors to Murgon.

Congratulations must go to our area representative Councillor Kathy Duff, Federal member Mr Llew O’Brien 
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and State Opposition Leader Mrs Deb Frecklington for their commitment and support in our area, and to all those 
who helped and worked tirelessly during the night in the finishing of our new CBD footpaths. 

Congratulations to those recipients of local and Australia Day Awards and to sporting representatives who have 
achieved higher honours.

We are currently printing 5,000 copies, 48 pages of The Murgon Moments and have now printed 168 monthly 
issues since enlarging our local newspaper years ago, (special thanks to our newspaper experts, script writers, the 
many story tellers, our advertisers and committee’s for backing this local news production and to Mick Kemp and 
Darryl and Lyn Koy and Phenella Hiron in delivering to the Murgon town and outlying areas). I would also like to 
thank our print setter Linda Urch for her understanding and help. 

Once again during this past twelve months we have sadly lost some of our great community workers, 
volunteers and family and we extend our sympathy to all these families. It is also timely to acknowledge our local 
medical staff & nurses, Ambulance and the RACQ Life Flight helicopter who saved many of our young and old.

Murgon and our surrounding districts are synonymous with tough and changing times, and we look forward 
to more rain and storms to set up our community for good summer crops, thankfully good cattle prices have 
remained. We have again worked closely with our council, to gain the best possible future for an expanding 
population, and a very progressive community. 

During these past 14 years many of my ambitions and dreams have become a reality but there are still some 
that have eluded me like putting businesses that employ people on the old meat works site, the painting of the 
water towers, new tourism signs which attract more visitors and tourists and the recognition of our Murgon Fossils 
but we are still working on them and one day they too will become a reality. 

I have enjoyed the last 14 years in the position but remember New blood can only help, and i believe it is the 
time to change. 

With everyone’s help and generosity we believe we will remain a major player in the promotion of a progressive 
and friendly Murgon. 

Remember STAY AWHILE – TRY LOCAL - &- BE SURPRISED
And have a safe and wonderful Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year.
Leo Geraghty  OAM – President

REMEMBRANCE DAY – MURGON  11th November 2020

Reserve Forces Day
Although not a real lot has happened owing to the pandemic work has continued to get on with the 1941 Diary 

as well as the RAAF Diary, both of which are key documents to set the scene for what’s intended for 2021.
One of the critical appreciations in the research has been to show how Australia had to get itself into a position 

to be able to provide all the requirements of all three services with the added complication of the acceleration of 
the Empire Air Training Scheme which was to provide pilots and other aircrew to the RAF which had a hook in it 
for the RAAF to form under the scheme to establish its own air squadrons within the RAF.in the meantime the war 
went on and Australia’s slim forces were getting more and more scattered across the world - from the Arctic to the 
west coast of South America via the Atlantic, the Med and Red Sea, the Indian Ocean and finally the Pacific and 
the Far East. All the time that went on industry was getting a move on as was agriculture and munitions, clothing, 
equipment and the thousand other things needed to make sure no one was left wanting although the results of the 
effort by the end of 1941 were disappointing to say the least, especially when Japan came into the war.

Regards, Noel Selway
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  On National Police Remembrance 
Day (29th September) we remember 
and honour all of those police who 
made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of 
duty, protecting people and keeping our 
communities safe.  

Police never know what danger awaits 
them when they start their shift as they 
uphold the law, keep the peace, render 
assistance, and help the vulnerable, and 
unfortunately some do not make it home.

Today, and always, we pay our 
respects to them, their families and loved 
ones for their service and sacrifice. Llew 
O’Brien MP.

With honour they served.Their 
legacy will be forever remembered. Deb 
Frecklington MP.
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Why I went to Borneo.

In April 2019 Tricia Seiler and her friend Kay Hefferan travelled to Kota Kinabalu the capital of Sabah in Borneo 
for 11 days where they celebrated the Anzac Day Dawn Service at Sandakan Memorial Park. Kota Kinabalu is 
a lively modern metropolis having recovered from World War 11 bombings. Yes it was in another part of the world 
where we could enjoy the many forms of wildlife in the Sepilok Orang Utan Sanctuary and others. We visited Mulu 
National Park with one of its caves Clearwater Cave which is the longest cave in Asia, spanning more than 100 
kilometers. The jungle island of Borneo is a cradle for the world’s strangest and most vulnerable wildlife. The East 
Malaysian states of Sabah and Sarawak contain some of Borneo’s greatest wonders. Covered in thick jungle, 
the region is known as a sanctuary for endangered wildlife. Float up the Kinabatangan River on the lookout for 
crocodiles, macaques and hornbills, and watch as families of rather comic-looking probiscus monkeys feed at a 
local sanctuary. Borneo also offers the rare opportunity to get close to the much loved -yet sadly disappearing 

-orangutan, an experience that stays with many travellers 
for the rest of their lives.

One morning we took a short drive to the intriguing 
Mari Mari Cultural Village nestled deep in the countryside 
to see how indigenous ethnic groups used to live.

Before heading to Kinabatangan river we visited 
Sepilok Orang Utan Sanctuary for the morning feeding 
session. You could photograph these charming creatures 
as they swung into view on ropes and vines.

 Whilst cruising up the Kinabatangan river you could 
spot the Long Tailed Macaques and Pig Tail Macaques. 
Sadly, it was now time to prepare for our flight home but 
the experience and memories we will cherish for all time.     

Story supplied by
Tricia Seiler enjoying a National Seniors Travel 
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Murgon Lions Club members have been running a sausage and bacon and egg burger meal on the footpath 
at the front of Murgon Mitre 10 for some months. Brenden and Ann O’Reilly, owners of Murgon Mitre 10 said the 
support to the Murgon community over the years by the Lions club has been outstanding and fully supported this 
fundraising venture. The worthy recipient of $3,000 was Life Flight who accepted the cheque and gave an insight 

to the number of aircraft they have and the services they perform even as far as Singapore. Life Flight were 
responsible for saving over 5,250 people, giving Queenslanders Second Chances for life. With a fleet of 10 rotary 
wing aircraft operating from 8 bases across Queensland, LifeFlight’s helicopter capabilities gives communities and 
commercial clients in regional and remote areas the assurance that rapid pre-hospital and inter-hospital transport 

and specialised medical care is available 24/7. Typically, on board an RACQ LifeFlight Rescue helicopter is a pilot, 
co-pilot, Critical Care Doctor and flight nurse. Essentially, RACQ LifeFlight Rescue helicopters are flying intensive 
care units. Life Flight formerly Care Flight have never charged a cent for any of their emergency flights. You can 
help keeping them in the air by being a fundraising group, volunteer or purchase any of their merchandise online 

or by contacting Leo 0429 024 041.

It’s now official … the Wondai Christmas Carnival won’t be going ahead in Coronation Park 
on Christmas Eve, and a suggested alternative location of Wondai Showgrounds has been 
ruled out, too.
Wondai Show Society president Dennis Morris said the committee had met on Thursday 
night to discuss the fate of this year’s carnival but had decided regretfully that it could not go 
ahead this year because of COVID-19 restrictions.
“It was just totally impossible,” Dennis told southburnett.com.au
“People would have had to record their names, addresses and telephone numbers and the 

rides would have to be wiped down after every child.
        “We had to make the decision now because of the traffic management plans.
“We are now looking forward to resuming again next year.”
Wondai Show Society was also forced to cancel its annual show last month because of the pandemic.
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A FIRST AID MOMENT – with Murgon Local Ambulance Committee

 Whether it starts as a candle or a campfire

   
        Danger!  Smoke inhalation  WHAT TO DO:

                                                                               Call Triple Zero – “Fire; Ambulance” 
        Don’t enter a burning or toxic environment  
                                                              without appropriate protection 
                       Remove casualty to a safe environment (if required)
                                   Check airway for obstruction, and breathing
             If NOT BREATHING, commence CPR      
                              

Danger!  Clothes on fire                                      WHAT TO DO:
                                    Instruct                              
                                                                               casualty:

       Stay protected!   Smother any flames with a blanket or heavy cloth.   
                                          Cool burn areas - continue flushing with water

                   Call Triple 000 - “Ambulance” Follow their directions
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Leo Geraghty receives an Order of Australia Medal.

South Burnett’s 2020-21 speedway season will be roaring into life in Kingaroy on October 17, but COVID-19 
means there will be some changes.

The race meeting will be limited to 1000 general admission attendees and social distancing must be obeyed.
Gate A near the main canteen/tower and Gate C behind the Snack Shack will be the only general admission 

entry points. This will enable officials to manage the amount of people entering the grounds.
Gate B near the Pony Club end of the showgrounds will not be open.
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Leo’s Lifetime of Service
Leo Geraghty never envisioned there would be one, let alone two people in his family to receive an Order of 

Australia Medal.
His sister, Sister Theresa Geraghty, was awarded the prestigious accolade a few years ago for her service to 

her community.
Now the humble community man was finally presented with his medallion after learning he had received one 

back in June on the Queen’s Birthday long weekend.
Leo said the award came as a total surprise and he owed it to the many people who had crossed his path.
“My good friend Jim Kingston, who I have known since I was 14 years old, nominated me for an OAM.
“Between him and my wife Glenda, I think they did a pretty good job on the application.
“I didn’t know anything about it until I heard the news in June”
“I took my wife, Glenda, and daughter Karen, brother Dennis and sister Colleen along to the official ceremony 

at Government House and then celebrated some more at sister Colleen’s house with more family and friends.”
Over many decades, Leo has been involved in countless community organisations including present President 

of Murgon Business Development Association, and President of the PCYC South Burnett steering committee, 
editor of the Murgon Moments Newsletter, and instigator of the inaugural Murgon Rail Trail and Running festival. 
Recipient of the Rotary Club Paul Harris Award for services to the Murgon community. Past member for 25 years 
of the Murgon Lions Club,  

He was also a player, secretary and treasurer of the Murgon Mustangs, formally the Murgon Football Club, 
inaugural member of the Murgon Neighbourhood Watch and has received a Life Time Achievement Award from 
the South Burnett Regional Council. Leo along with his wife Glenda is The Managing Director of Clifton Motors and 
Murgon Mitsubishi, Owner with my wife of our 1,000 acre rural property at Johnstown. Former committee member 
of the Blue Light Disco. Former board member of the Murgon Health Committee. Australia Day Award: recipient of 
The Senior Cultural Award in 2008. 

A Justice of the Peace, Winner of the Chris Thompson Rotary Pride of Workmanship Award in 2009.
Former member of Murgon Apex. Member of the Bjelke Petersen Dam restocking committee,
Sincere advocate & supporter of Beyond Blue and Associated Organizations.
And a sincerely committed resident of Murgon trying to make it an even better place in which to Live, Play, 

Invest and Retire
Division 5 councillor Kathy Duff said Leo was a true champion for the Murgon community.
I have seen Leo working into the night watering community gardens, working after hours painting and tidying 

things up in community spaces,” she said.
 He works past midnight every month to get the Murgon Moments finished and then personally delivers it to 

areas outside Murgon.
“I have seen him helping people less fortunate than himself and ensuring that they are cared for and safe.”
“He is a champion for the people and there is no-one I know that is more deserving to receive and OAM than 

Leo Geraghty.
Behind the scenes, Leo said he was proud to live in a place where people valued each other.
“I remind people who congratulate me, my name is Leo and I am still the same person as I was yesterday,” he 

said.
“There are many people deserving of this award.”
“Minister Llew O’Brien said a few years ago the Wide Bay Region was blessed with the biggest volunteer based 

organisations.”
If we can make people smile and enjoy life, that’s what it’s all about.”

Leo thanks the many people who have supported me over the years, especially my loving and understanding 
wife Glenda and our children , this is your medal also, my appreciation to my good friend Jim Kingston and others 
who nominated me for this award, have a great day and many thanks.

Regards Leo
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Welcome to Murgon’s new web site
Lots of stories, photos, events

download the Murgon Moments
A great place to Live, Work & Play

murgon.net.au

MURGON MOMENTS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE AT

 

Murgon.net.au/murgon moments

Can’t wait to play A Day At The Dam on November 14th. Out door family day - COVID safe practices - LIMITED 
tickets. Book now - https://www.trybooking.com/BLLBB

Welcome to Murgon

When the trains have disappeared all forms of transport have been 
seen on the South Burnett Rail Trail from Kilkivan to Kingaroy. 
Not just bicycles, These weary travellers from Gympie rested in 
Goomeri over night before coming to Murgon and spending a 

well earned rest at the Murgon Show and Sports Ground.  
A small dog could be seen hitching a ride on the first camel
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A very posh 75 year old lady has decided to take a 
holiday on a cruise ship and is preparing her luggage.
She has always been renowned for buying very 
expensive and stylish hats, so before the holiday she 
purchased a beautiful and stylish hat to complement her 
luggage and couldn’t wait to show it off. On the first day 
of the cruise they experienced very bad weather and 
this continued further in the week. The posh 75 year old 
was starting to get very cranky and decided tomorrow no 
matter what the weather I’m going out on the deck in my 
beautiful stylish new hat. Well the weather didn’t change 
but as she promised herself she went out on the deck in 
her stylish new hat. 
A young passenger on the cruise ship passing by the 
lady said excuse me Madam, but have you noticed all 
your dress and under garments have blown up under 
your arm pits. 
The posh lady replied, Son everything under my arm pits 
has withstood the last 75 years and I can assure you 
they won’t blow away.

JOKE FOR
THE MONTH

   

ESSENTIAL SERVICES
EMERGENCY- AMBULANCE - POLICE - FIRE  000
BARAMBAH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTRE  41698600
BEYOND BLUE (National Depression Iniative)  1300224636
BIEDO  MURGON  0400 695 456
BJELKE-PETERSEN DAM - YALLAKOOL 41684746
BOONDOOMBA DAM-TOURIST PARK  41689694
CASTRA RETIREMENT HOME     41681076
CENTACARE COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS    41625439
CR KATHY DUFF        41680225
CRIME STOPPERS       1800 333 000
DEB FRECKLINGTON MLA STATE MEMBER FOR NANANGO  41907100
DENTIST - MURGON   41681540
DISASTER -          web site: dashboard.southburnett.qld.gov.au
DOCTOR - MURGON  41682722
FISHWATCH HOTLINE                  1800 017 116
GRAHAM HOUSE  41698400
HOSPITAL CHERBOURG 41698800
HOSPITAL MURGON      41689600
INFORMATION CENTRE MURGON  41899387
LEW O’BRIEN (FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WIDE BAY )      1300 301 968
LIBRARY MURGON    41899503
MURGON MOMENTS EDITOR                     0429 024 041
PARKS AND WILDLIFE (EPA)                              1300 130 372
PHARMACY MURGON       41681022
POISONS INFORMATION CENTRE    131126
POLICE LINK (TO REPORT NON URGENT INCIDENTS)   131444
POLICE CHERBOURG           41681166
POLICE MURGON                   41795222
PROSTON INFORMATION CENTRE       41685652
PROSTON LIBRARY         41689103
PROSTON POLICE          41689211
PURSERS BUSLINE 41681533
MURGON MUSEUM       41695001
RACQ       131111
SES MURGON      132500
SOUTH BURNETT  CTC       41627788
SOUTH BURNETT PCYC MURGON         41681889
SOUTH BURNETT REGIONAL COUNCIL      41899100
SUICIDE CALL BACK SERVICE                        1300 659 467
TAXI MURGON      41681766
YALLAKOOL TOURIST PARK      41684746

THE PRODUCTION OF THIS FREE MAGAZINE IS
 ONLY MADE POSSIBLE BY YOU CONTINUING TO SUPPORT 

OUR ADVERTISERS
Please support those who support your local Community magazine
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CLOSING TIME
For all news items and advertisements is the 25th of each 

month and they are to be either EMAILED to
lgeraghty@datawave.net.au or delivered to 

Clifton Motors,
54 Macalister St, Murgon

SES EMERGENCY NUMBER
132500

• CCTV camera systems • Alarm systems 
• Alarm monitoring & serving • Nightly security patrols 

• Static guards • Traffic controllers & signage • Traffic management design
Locally owned and operated.

Ph/Fax: 07 4168 3269
Mobile: 0407 583 630 - E: office@sbsecurityandtraffic.com.au

Security Firm Licence #3454226 Class 1 & 2
Traffic Management Registration Scheme #003
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Pinking up the South Burnett!!
It was inspiring to see the number of towns, businesses & 
people who got on board last year when we pinked up the 
South Burnett for a couple of weeks to raise awareness and 
raise money for the fight against breast cancer. This year Cr 
Potter and I have decided that we should try to get everyone 
to pink up the South Burnett for the whole of October. It will be 
difficult to run many events because of the Covid restrictions 
but we can certainly raise awareness and get into the spirit 
of the promotion. I know Proston got on board last year and 
they are gearing up for a big promotion again this year. It 
was great to see Goomeri pinking up last year and I have 
heard a whisper that they have some ideas for this time as 
well. Thank you to Sue Cox who is our local breast cancer 
nurse. Sue does a wonderful job working to help the fight 
against breast cancer and we will be working with Sue again 
this year to raise funds and awareness for this very worthy 
cause. If you are planning a morning tea or a fundraiser just 
let us know and we can like and share it on the Pinking Up 
South Burnett Facebook Page. Sue Cox can help you with 
how to bank donations and will attend your event and help if 
she can. Her phone number is 0467 718 068. 
Australia Day Nominations
It’s that time of year again when we are calling for 
nominations for Australia Day awards. The South Burnett 
Regional Council Awards night is being planned to be 
held on the eve of Australia Day next year at the Wondai 
Town Hall. There will also be local Australia Day events 
held across the region subject to the situation with Covid 
at the time. The Award categories are Citizen of the Year, 
Young Citizen of the Year, Community Organisation of the 
Year, Lifetime Achievement, Volunteer of the Year, Junior 
and Senior Cultural, Local Achievers for town and rural, 
Junior and Senior Sportsperson and Administrator, Coach or 
Official. The closing date for nominations is 4.30pm Friday 
November 13th 2020. Nomination forms can be picked up at 
any Council Customer Service Centre and they are also on 
Council’s website.
Out From the Mist
Entries have closed for this competition and winners will be 
announced during Mental Health Week from the 10th to the 
18th October. There is a $500 prize for the winning South 
Burnett entry that will be displayed in the Wondai Art Gallery 
once it is selected and the awards finalised. This competition 
is about raising awareness to support mental illness. I would 
like to thank the Creative Director, Michael Lockward, who 
contacted me to offer discount entries to South Burnett 
residents. He wanted to help raise awareness in our 
community and support us in the area of mental illness. 
Pest Animal Working Groups
Council has secured funding from the Australian 
Government’s Communities Combating Pest and Weed 
Impacts during Drought Program. This is an opportunity 
for landholders to work together to reduce the impact feral 
animals have on livestock and crops.  The development of 
landholder led control groups gives locals the opportunity 
to work together to get better outcomes for their property 
management through a coordinated approach. The 

information sessions will be held  on the 20th October 9 
am at the Durong Bowls Club, the 22nd October 9am at 
the Nanango RSL and the 23rd October 9am at the Wondai 
Diggers Club.
Ten Minutes with a Master
I am pleased that through the Federal Government Drought 
Communities Program we are able to offer this opportunity 
to all of our primary producers across the region. The 
Ten Minutes with a Master Program allows landholders to 
privately meet and talk one on one with a cross section of 
agency experts regarding available drought assistance. 
These ten minute sessions are a starting point and follow 
up appointments, referrals or in depth discussions can be 
scheduled following the introductory session. These events 
will be held with strict Covid guidelines mostly in marquees 
around our small halls. There will be one at Mondure Hall 
on October 22, Burrandowan Race Track on the 29th of 
October, Maidenwell will be on the 8th and there is one at 
Booie on the 16th of October. Complimentary refreshments 
will be provided on the day. Letters were sent out to all 
Primary Producers but if you didn’t receive one and are 
interested please contact Council on 41899536.
Farmers Nights Out
These are free events aimed at our Primary Producers with 
special guest speakers, Mary O’Brien from “Are you Bogged 
Mate” and Larry Cann “Rodeo/Radio Announcer. There 
will be one held at the Proston Hall on 27th of November, 
Murgon Hall November 28th, Blackbutt Hall December 
3rd and Kingaroy Town Hall on the 4th of December. Any 
primary producer who didn’t receive a letter please contact 
Council on 41899536.

Contact Details
. Cr Kathy Duff (Division 5) South Burnett Regional Council 

Phone 07 41680225 or 0437020705 or 
email kduff@southburnett.qld.gov.au

Caring for our Community

Kathy’s Comments
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PH: 4168 1244  
FAX: 4168 1094

126 Lamb Street, Murgon

MURGON
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PHYSIOTHERAPIST:
Katie Zerner

LIFE AND WELLNESS 
COACH: 

Katie Zerner

Suite 2, Post Office Corner        Phone:  4168 3883

KITCHEN  •  WARDROBES  •  VANITIES
SECURITY DOORS  •  FLY SCREENS
SHOWER SCREENS  •  REGLAZING

TIMBER & GLASS CUT TO SIZE

Ph: 07 4168 2600 
Fax: 07 4168 2610 Mobile: 0409 821 047

12 Retschlag St, Murgon 4605

Murgon Post Office, Spring has well and truly sprung...
and summer is just around the corner. 

This is just one of our many new displays. Come in 
and check out all of our new stock ready for those warmer 
months ahead, MBDA Member.
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        Murgon’s Local News                       The South Burnett’s Local Station  
     Bringing You the Local Issues                                 The Burnett’s Best Music Mix

  Working together to bring you the issues that matter most 

FREE OVERNIGHT
(Max 48 hrs)

            
   

        

Murgon Camp Ground              
Krebs St Murgon Qld

 RV FRIENDLY

programmed to believe that we aren’t happy until we “have it all”. 
 So, as we head into the Thanksgiving season of November, I 

encourage you to pause and reflect on what you have; and be thankful for 
it. It may not be easy to see at first, but we have all been blessed beyond 
our understanding. But not just in the fact that we have access to free 
healthcare, or that we live in a country without wars; but we have also 
been blessed with community, with family, and kindness, and joy. The God 
of heaven has given us His Spirit so that we would know love and peace, 
so that we would then share it with others. So on November 26, which is 
Thanksgiving in America, I encourage you to stop and look around you; 
really look around you, and acknowledge the many blessings you have, and 
be thankful. 

By Jordan Bennett, St Paul’s Lutheran Church, Murgon. On behalf of the 
Barambah Ministers Association.

Thanksgiving
 

 One of the conversations that is often had on social media is: “what is Australia?” To most of the world, 
we Aussies are seen as something seemingly made up. In fact, there is a group out there who believes that 
Australia is fictional, and Australians are paid actors trying to hide a government conspiracy. The internet is a 
strange place, of that there is no doubt, but it certainly makes you wonder: “what is Australia?” I think one of the 
biggest causes of this question is the fact that our culture is a melting pot, a glorious mashup of hundreds of 
different cultures from around the world. Our sports, our fashion, our cars, have all been imported/adopted/stolen 
from everywhere else. But one of the things that has always confused me about the Australian culture is why 
Thanksgiving isn’t one of the things that was borrowed. Of all the cultural holidays on offer around the world, why 
not Thanksgiving?

As someone who is proud of his American heritage, I have always wondered why Halloween is accepted in 
Australia, yet Thanksgiving is not. One celebrates the macabre and is welcomed openly; while the other simply 
encourages people to be thankful, and yet is ignored. Why have we accepted the culture of letting your children 
wander the streets in search of sugar, yet taking time to be thankful for what you have is not? I have always found 
this fascinating and confusing, and I fear the answer is that, as a society we have become focused on getting 
more, rather than being thankful for what we have. A better car, a better house, a higher paying job; we have been 



47OFFICE Ph (07) 4168 2850
DENNIS Ph 4168 1979 - Mobile 0427 622 334    
STACEY Ph 4168 1181 - Mobile 0429 681 181

www.prattagencies.com.au

Real Estate - Livestock - Country Attire

Office: (07) 4168 2850
Stacey: 0429 681 181

www.prattagencies.com.au

Just out of Town: Large Family home, 6 bedrooms, 2 built ins, fully renovated 
bathroom, New kitchen with heaps of cupboard, breakfast bar island, split 

airconditioning in lounge also with wood heater, main bedroom has split 
airconditioning, two way bathroom with claw foot bath tub and separate shower, 

wide verandah both sides, outside shower, large covered entertainment area, 
inground pool, double carport, colourbond shed with work benches and 4 car 

accommodation with remote control door, zincalume shed for storage, 3 tanks for 
rainwater, fenced house yard, paddock fencing in good order, dam with firefighter 

pump for water to go to a storage tank for gardens, 5 mins to town $450,000

Lovely brick home, 3 bedrooms, all built ins and walk in robe, ensuite, second 
bathroom, large modern kitchen, dining, lounge, formal dining, ducted air 

throughout the house, laundry, tinted windows,large covered entertainment area, 
easy care landscaped gardens, tank water plus solar panels, cemented driveway, 

colourbond shed for 2 car accommodation and roomy for workshop, fully fenced, 
close to hospital $365,000.

Just on the edge of town, lowset brick home, 3 bedrooms all built in, ceiling fans 
throughout, large split airconditioning in lounge, separate dining, good size kitchen, 

bath and separate shower, double garage with house, colourbond shed (2 car 
accommodation and workshop) with power, gardens, covered verandah with rural 

views.$250,000.

WE WANT YOU...
VOLUNTEERS WANTED TO 

ASSIST AT OUR VISITOR 
INFORMATION CENTRES

 South Burnett Regional Council is 
currently seeking Expressions of 

Interest from friendly, motivated and 
passionate community members 

interested in volunteering at our South 
Burnett Visitor Information Centre 

Network Centres. 

For further information about 
volunteering, including the 

‘Expression of Interest Volunteer 
Form’ are available at any South 

Burnett Regional Council 
office in your town.




