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your total flooring supa experts

Check us out!! Quality, Price & Service are the BEST around.

BEST FLOORING PRICES IN THE SOUTH BURNETT
Free Shop At Home Service

Blinds - Awnings & 
Aluminium Awnings - 

Readymade Curtains - Curtain 
Fabric stock - Rods, Tracks 

and Accessories - Rugs 
and Remnants.

The 2017 Goomeri Pumpkin Festival - Sunday 27th May

Some highlights of our day include the fantastic Street Parade and the 
2018 Great Australian Pumpkin Roll
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not necessarily those of the publisher. 
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disclaim any liability arising from any 
person acting on the material in this 
publication. Layout and printing by 
Affordable Type & Horton Media.

LIFELINE FUNDING BOOST TO SUPPORT MENTAL HEALTH
The Coalition Government will provide $33.8 million to Lifeline to signiþcantly boost their telephone crisis 

service and help those with mental health issues in Wide Bay.
Over 1 million Australians reach out to Lifeline each year and it receives the largest call volume of any 

crisis support service. 
Federal Member for Wide Bay, Llew OӚBrien, said this funding will mean the charity can answer more 

calls, helping them answer close to 100 per cent of calls.
òFunding will also support the coaching and development of crisis supporters, equipping them with more 

skills to deal with the complex range of issues which can be brought up during a call,ó Mr OӚBrien said.
òLifelineӚs 24 hour service is important to the Wide Bay community, it saves lives and puts people in touch 

with the services and support they need when times are tough.  I encourage anyone who needs help to 
contact Lifeline on 13 11 14.

Health Minister Greg Hunt said sometimes itӚs hard to reach out for help but during times of need 
Australians should know someone will be available to hear their concerns and offer them help.

òWe are forever grateful to the crisis supporters and staff of Lifeline, no doubt they have saved countless 
lives,ó Minister Hunt said. 

òThe Turnbull McCormack Government is investing over $4.2 billion dollars into mental health services this 
year and we have made mental health a national priority. 

òThe Federal Government has contributed more than $57 million since 2011-12 to LifelineӚs 13 11 14 
telephone service.

òWe have also provided over $213 million (from 2011-12 to 2018-19) for a range of nationally available 
telephone and web based services, including Kids Helpline Reachout, and On The Line.ó 

2018 AGE PENSION GUIDE 
NOW AVAILABLE

An updated Age Pension Guide explaining the terms and conditions 
that apply to the Age Pension has been released by the Federal Member 
for Wide Bay, Llew OӚBrien.

òThe Age Pension rules can be complicated and confusing, so this 
Guide is produced to ensure Wide Bay pensioners have access to 
information that is clear and easy to understand,ó Mr OӚBrien said.

òThe Guide contains a series of commonly asked questions as well as 
information about the guidelines, payments and eligibility tests that relate 
to the Age Pension.ó

Mr OӚBrien said a range of factors could affect Age Pension payments, 
including the income and asset tests, deeming rates and other provisions. 

òThese asset tests and other provisions are adjusted from time to time 
and can change the amount of assistance that pensioners are entitled to 
receive, so it is important that people have access to the latest information 
about the support that is available.

òThe Guide also provides useful information about the Pension Bonus 
and Work Bonus Schemes, the Carer Payment and Allowance, as well as 
health and concession cards that are available to pensioners.ó

It is available free of charge and can be ordered by telephoning 4121 
2936, or downloaded through the One Stop Shop section of Mr OӚBrienӚs 
website at www.llewobrien.com.au 
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terryscottpainting@bigpond.com

2018
9th June      Stitches & Craft
7th July       Mary Poppins Festival
14th July     Nambour Garden Expo
18th August   Beautiful ð Carole King Musical

TOURS
Cherry Blossoms Japan - March 2018
Norfolk Island Anzac Tour - April 2018
Longreach & Winton - June 2018
Singapore Garden Festival Tour - July 2018
Canada Alasks - September 2018
Hunter Valley - October 2018
Northern Lights Norway & Finland - January 2019

In conjunction with Trade Travel Lic No 
TAG 1170
Murgon to Kingaroy Daily.
Depart Murgon 7.40am and 2pm.
Å Also Kingaroy TAFE Bus:
Depart Kingaroy 8.35am & Return 3pm

For more information Contact Pursers Coaches 
Pty Ltd. Telephone: 07 ð 41681533 

Email: purserscoaches@bigpond.com Website: 
www.purserscoaches.com.au

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS
For enquiries regarding school bus or bus charter.
Contact Harvy or Andrew on 4168 1533

SEAFOOD

Fresh Australian Seafood
Thursdays-Fridays
9.00AM ð 5.00PM 

  

SEAFOOD STOP
at

   Murgon Star Discounts
     46 Lamb St, Murgon

April is an 
important month 
in our ParkinsonӚs 
calendar with 
it being WEAR 
PURPLE FOR 
PARKINSONӚS 
month. 

 Our group 
lived up to its 
reputation with 
members decked 
out in PURPLE  
attire or with 
their PURPLE 
surprises in their 
pockets. There 
were special PURPLE prizes for PURPLEimaginations. Prize winners 
included Elva with her purple toothbrush and Charles with his purple ÿower/
hat. Other creative ideas came from Gary (purple lid), Paul (purple money) 
and Trevor ((purple orchid and brooch). Lyn went to much effort to make a 
diorama of signiþcant purple people including Darryl and Carmen. She also 
wrote a special poem for the occasion. 

WELL DONE.
Our guest speaker,Marg kept us well entertained and smiling with her 

òrecycledó  tales. Marg is an amazing talent who makes complete outþts 
out of recycled farm waste.She readily gives of her time to show her 
outþts to non proþt groups such as ours. Marg was accompanied by her 
assistant Melody who wore her own recycled fascinator. MelodyӚs mum 
also joined to check out what was happening. Models were chosen from 
the audience with Gary(Byee Biker),Garry( The Hairy Horseman) and Phil 
(60Ӛs Hippie) walking the purple carpet.This caused much laughter as they 
happily òstrutted their stuffó. Merrilyn and Elva also looked resplendent 
as racegoers in their decorative head wear.A HUGE THANK YOU to 
Marg,Melody and members for a wonderful morning.

Again the Lucky Numbers winner of some recycled purple liner was won 
by Charles - how lucky was he?

NEXT MEETING: MONDAY MAY 28 morning tea at the Murgon Dairy 
Museum. TIME:10.00 am COST: $10.00. PH. DARRYL 4168 3116 or 
CARMEN 5486 1268. ALL community members are welcome to join 
our support group. There is no joining fee and friendship and fun is in 
abundance.
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ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS

Meets every 
Wednesday night 

at 6.00pm 
in 

Cultural Building/ Mens Shed. 
Proston. 

All Welcome.

Contact: 0427137140 
for more information

Murgon WomanӚs Auxiliary 

ANZAC DAY 2018 has been a very busy time for the auxiliary members. The Murgon WomanӚs Auxiliary 
and the Murgon RSL-Sub Branch would like to thank IGA Murgon, Mark SmithӚs Menswear and of course, our 
wonderful community, for supporting our Rafÿe and the various RSL merchandise. All the prizes of a bronzed 
þgurine, Nurse Bear, and a $100 IGA voucher have all been highly valued.

All the proþts raised go towards supporting our veterans, young or old, 
as well as other community services. One such organisation is Westpac 
Lifesavers Rescue Helicopter Support, which has recognised the AuxiliaryӚs 
year of support with a plaque. The Auxiliary accepted the plaque and 
considered it a great honour. 
Following are the prize winners of Murgon RSL WomanӚs 
Auxiliary:

Diane Gscheidle - Nurse Bear
Doug Hamilton - IGA voucher 
Addison Smith ð The Whalers Mate Bronze Statue 

Paddy and his wife are lying in 
bed and the neighboursӚ dog is 
barking like mad in the garden. 
Paddy says  òTo hell with this!ó 
and storms off.
He comes back upstairs 5 
minutes later and his wife asks 
òWhat did you do ?ó
Paddy replies òIӚve put the dog in 
our garden. LetӚs see how they 
like it!ó
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Queensland Dairy & Heritage Museum
The number of visitors to the Museum over the past 

weeks have increased. The Grey Nomads and Caravan 
Clubs are once again on the move.

Students from Moffatdale School visited the Museum 
on 18th April. The students had been given work sheets 
prepared by their teacher and after looking through 
òTrinity Homesteadó one of our oldest buidings, were 
asked to write down how the basics of cooking and 
laundry were carried out then, compared to now. The 
teacher made the comment that the Museum was a 
valuable asset to the community and a great way to 
educate children about past and present.

On Thursday 19th April,the SBRC tourism body 
Discover South Burnett, held a networking function in 
Kingaroy. This was an opportunity for tourism operators 
to display and promote their business. Cynthia Hatchett 
and Linda Bauer attended this function and President 
Cynthia Hatchett spoke accompanied by a power point 
presentation of the Museum. Both felt that it was a 
successful day with plenty of interest shown.

Once again Murgon C&K Kindy have used the 
grounds and buildings at the Museum as a backdrop for 
their family photos. Last yearӚs photos were a success 
and we were delighted to be asked again for the use of 
our facilities.

A group of volunteers travelled toó Boondooma 
Homsteadó on Saturday 28th to demonstrate butter 
making and to sell damper. The volunteers have been 
attending the òSpirit of the Bushó event for several years 
and with so many tourists camping on site from around 
Australia it is a great way to advertise and promote our 
Museum.

Volunteers are always welcome, call in and have 
a chat. Open 7 days a week, except for some public 
holidays. Opening hours are 9.30 am ð 12.30 p.m.

Joy Fennell

This large Queenslander has  4 good sized bedrooms, lounge,  L shaped sunroom at the front 
and enclosed verandah at the rear.  Large eat in size kitchen.  Bathroom with shower.  Highset 
corner position in a prominent position in Murgon.   Has potential for a commercial purpose  or  
residential.   $182,000

Newly refurbished 4 bedroom home, built ins in all bedrooms, modern built in kitchen with 
dishwasher, pantry, wall oven and ceramic cook top opens into the lounge.  New paintwork in 
and out, new ÿoor coverings.  Ceiling fans.  Screened.  Side verandah.  Well fenced yard.  Single 
carport.   Town and tank water connected.  Rented at $270 pwk  to a good long term tenant.   
$145,000

Lovely 4 bedroom home on approx 61ú2 acres.  All bedrooms are built in with an ensuite to 
the master bedroom.  Air conditioned living.   Excellent condition throughout.  Ceiling fans.  
Screened.   Modern built in kitchen and dining.  Formal lounge and formal dining.  Wood þre.  
Veranda with views to the front and one side.    Double garage with workshop to the side.  Tank 
water connected.   Stock dam.     $349,000 Negotiable.

Family living in a great spot.   4 bedrooms, main with walk in robe and ensuite.   All bedrooms 
have reverse air conditioning and ceiling fans,  the large open living is also fully air conditioned.  
Modern kitchen with island bench, dishwasher, large fridge/freezer space.   Double lock up with 
remote door and access direct to house.   Fully security screened There is a further 3 bay lock up 
shed in the back yard plus caravan port and gardens sheds.   Fully and well fenced.  
Rear patio.    $390,000 negotiable.
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PROSTON SHOW REVIEW

Proston Show 2018 has well and truly bucked the downward trend of some 
small country Shows, if results from the hugely successful 60th Show are 
any indication.

Record entries in Stud beef, Poultry and Dogs, a great line-up of trade 
stalls and entries well up to expectations in other sections were backed up 
by one of the best gate takings ever in a celebration of all things country 
and traditional.

Just to prove this isnӚt a one-off, Proston Show Society will be powering 
forward into the next 60 years with a cracking line-up of entertainment for 
the 2019 Show, with the hugely popular Crack-Up Sisters being booked as 
the main attraction.

Entertainment on this scale doesnӚt come cheap, so unused donations 
from the Show are being used as Rafÿe prizes, to be drawn for FathersӚ 
Day and for Christmas as part of an extra fundraising effort.

On a more sober note, long serving Secretary Glenda McArdle has 
announced that ill-health is forcing her retirement from the 30th June and 
the Society is in need of a replacement.  Expressions of interest should be 
directed to the President Valley Horne

Thank you, Sincerely, Helen Young, Publicity, Proston Show Society Inc.

TACKLING HOMELESSNESS IN WIDE BAY

Federal Member for Wide Bay, Llew OӚBrien said today young people 
at risk of homelessness would receive greater support through increased 
Australian Government funding.

Mr OӚBrien said the Coalition Government is providing up to $1,025,458 
to the South Burnett CTC over þve years to fund services in the South 
Burnett through the Cherbourg-Murgon Reconnect Service.

 Other providers offering Reconnect services covering Wide Bay and 
other electorates include the Open Doors Youth Service, Fraser Coast 
Reconnect, and Reconnect Crucial Connection.

 òReconnect provides support and assistance to young people who are 
homeless or at risk of being homeless,ó Mr OӚBrien said.

 òReconnect services will help stabilise the lives of vulnerable young 
people in Wide Bay by keeping them connected with their families, 
communities, and education or employment opportunities.

Carissa Beddows
Marriage Celebrant

 Website
www.carissabeddows.com.au

Email
Carissa.beddows@gmail.com

           
1044 MorganӚs Road
Windera QLD 4605

Ph: 04 8802 4582

Now  at  Murgon Post Ofþce
52 Lamb St Murgon
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òA Night to Rememberó 
The South Burnett Community Orchestra String Ensemble will be presenting a unique concert of þne 

music with beautiful food at òCassis at Booieó.  òA Night to Rememberó will be held on Saturday 16th June, 
starting at 6pm.  

A gourmet three-course dinner will be served during the night, and the SBCO String Ensemble will 
perform a number of different styles of music including classical, jazz, latin and contemporary.  Throughout 
2018 we are preparing for the SBCOӚs Commemoration of the WW1  

Armistice Centenary to be held on 10th November.  òA Night To Rememberó on 16th June will include a 
special preview of some of the music to be performed at that event. 

This evening will be a great opportunity to enjoy delicious food and beautiful music with your workmates, 
family or friends, as well as meeting members of the SBCO and learning a little more about us, our 
involvement in the community and future events.

You can have a great night and support dedicated local musicians!  Please see the attachd ÿyer, or email 
sbcorchestra@hotmail.com for more information.  You can see our website at www.sbco.com.au or þnd us 
on facebook www.facebook.com/sbcorchestra.  You can also give me a call (after hours preferred) on 0418 
847067.

PH: 4168 1244  
FAX: 4168 1094

126 Lamb Street, Murgon

MURGON

Proston School Captains Brooke Nielsen and Lachlan 
Doessel at the Proston School Anzac Service.
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E-Mail: barbarathompson1069@yaho.com.au

Å Verticals Å Rollers 
Å Panel Glides Å Romans 

Å Venetians 
Å Outdoor Awnings

Showroom:
27 Taylor Street, Murgon

by appointment
kgsblindsandawnings@hotmail.com

Covering The South Burnett

Kev Garside 0467 849 149

Beef Australia 2018 Carcase Competition winners announced
Beef producers from Western Australia have taken out the top awards in 

the Beef Australia 2018 ANZ National Beef Carcase Competition, presented in 
Rockhampton.

Judged by Meat Standards Australia (MSA) Research & Development and 
Integrity Manager, Janine Lau, the competition aims to provide feedback to 
producers about their cattleӚs compliance to market speciþcations, lean meat 
yield, and eating quality as represented by the MSA Index.

From a record-breaking pool of more than 1077 head graded at 21 processing 
plants from every state, AS & M Campbell claimed both the ANZ Achievement Award Overall Champion Carcase 
and Reserve Champion Carcase.

TW Pearson & Son won the MSA Index Award for the individual carcase with the highest total MSA Index with 
an MSA Index of 68.32 and the MSA Index Award for a group of three carcases with the highest total MSA Index 
with a combined MSA Index of 201.82.

AS & M Campbell also took out the Beef Australia Highest Pen Award for the highest scoring pen of three and 
the Reserve Champion Pen Award.

Ms Lau, who þrst judged the 2015 competition was impressed by the quality of this yearӚs entries.
ò40% of carcases recorded an MSA Index above 60.61, placing them in the top 25% of MSA graded cattle,ó she 

Deb
FRECKLINGTON MP
Member for Nanango

Working for the 
South Burnett
For assistance with
State Government issues, 
please contact me on:

07 4190 7100
nanango@parliament.qld.gov.au
PO Box 1158, Kingaroy Qld 4610
debfrecklington.com.au 
DebFrecklingtonMP

ADVERTISEMENT said.
Competition Committee Chairman David Hill 

said a new innovative approach to scoring was 
implemented this year with a lean meat yield (LMY) 
algorithm currently used by industry adopted as a 
more accurate way of measuring the yield component 
of the competition.

Once again the MSA Index was worth 40%, 
40% for lean meat yield (LMY) and 20% for market 
speciþcations aligning to each class. 

òThe competition is not just about the ribbon 
anymore, itӚs about the opportunity for education and 
benchmarking performance against the best in the 
country for eating quality and yield,ó Mr Hill said.

òWith the feedback each entrant receives we 
ultimately hope to see practice change at the 
producer level.ó

With an investment of about 100 working days 
Ms Lau assessed entries across a 10-month window 
catering to regional season cycles. 

Courtesy MLA Meat and Livestock Australia
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Office: (07) 4168 2850
Stacey: 0429 681 181

www.prattagencies.com.au

Large Family home on 48 Acres: Highset home with 4 bedrooms, Built ins, split 
A/C in lounge and some bedrooms, open plan living and dining, modern large 
kitchen, rumpus room, extra bedroom or ofþce downstairs, laundry and second 

shower, three water tanks, colourbond shed with extra tank, house yard fully 
fenced, paddock fencing in good order, only minutes to town $380,000.00

20 acres with 4 Bedroom High set WB Home on RHS stumps, toilet upstairs 
and downstairs, A/C in main bedroom, 3 x 100T silos, workshop, 57õx24õ 

3 bay machinery/hay shed, partly þnished stockyards with crush & loading 
ramp, 7 acres Lucerne & 4 acres kikuyu, 7000 GPH bore with easement. 

Would make a great small crop farm with possible road side stall with 
Burnett Highway frontage. $ 375,000

2.47 acres with a beautiful 3 bedroom home, all built in, ensuite, walk in robe, 
study or possible 4th bedroom, modern kitchen with corner pantry, good sized 
linen cupboard, wide rear deck for entertaining, fenced pool area suitable for a 
portable pool, vege garden, rural outlook, fully fenced, town water & garbage 

pickup $390,000.00
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38 Palmer Street East, 
Murgon,  Ph: 4168 3907

Find us on Facebook: 
Like Home Early Learning Centre

Open Mon-Fri- 7.00am ð 6pm. 
Offering quality educational programs for children 

from 6 weeks ð 5 years!
Qld Approved Kindergarten provided by a 

qualiþed 4yr early childhood teacher!
 +   Ask about our school readiness program 

for your 4 yr old, families can get up to 15hrs of 
kindergarten at a low rate and less out of pocket 

expense!   
Pickup service is available from January 2018

Government  CCB/CCR available for all eligible families!

New look for Murgon Visitor Information Centre
Local artists painted six (6) murals on the outside walls of the Murgon Visitor Information Centre expressing 

some of the districts premier tourist attractions. 
After a period of local public consultation the six (6) 

designs were approved by Council with the assistance 
of Cr Kathy Duff and project coordinator, Olivia Everitt. 

The six (6) designs selected were: Å Boat Mountain; 
Å  Agricultural scene; Å  BP Dam and activities 
(Fishing); Å  Dairy Heritage Museum; Å  South Burnett 
rail Trail; and Å  Wineries. 

Cr Kathy Duff commented òIt is great to see local 
artists being engaged in painting the Murgon Visitor 
Information Centre. Thanks to all the residents that 
contributed to the survey. The survey results played a 
big role in the þnal design concepts.ó 

 òI encourage everyone to be mindful that the 
murals are the artistӚs interpretation and that no matter 
what the þnal result, MurgonӚs Visitor Information 
centre and CBD will be a much brighter and better 
looking environment as a result of this project.ó Cr 
Kathy Duff said. 

The Murgon Visitor Information Centre Mural 
project has been funded through a Regional Arts 
Fund Quick Response Grant administered by Arts 
Queensland, South Burnett Regional Council and in-
kind contributions from the artists. 

Photo L-R: Carolyn Summers and Lee Porter 
with one of their paintings, the Queensland Dairy & 
Heritage Museum on Gayndah Road.
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Edgar Thomas Towner, VC, MC, 
(19th April 1890-18th August 1972).

Early Life.
Edgar Towner was born on 19th April 1890, at Glencoe Station near 

Blackall, Queensland, to Edgar Thomas Towner, a grazing farmer, and his Irish 
born wife Greta (nee Hurley). He was educated at Blackall State School and in 
Rockhampton, although he also received private instruction from his mother. 
After leaving school Towner worked on his fatherӚs grazing property until 1912, 
when he acquired land of his own. He named the property òValparaisoó and 
worked on its development until the outbreak of the First World War.

First World War
On 4th January 1915, Towner enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force. 

Assigned to the transport section of the 25th Battalion as a private, he 
embarked aboard HMAT Aeneas from Brisbane on 29th June, bound for Egypt. 
The troopship arrived in August, and the battalion spent the rest of the month 
training in the desert before transferring to the Gallipolia Peninsula. Towner, 

however, remained in Egypt with the armyӚs transportation elements.
Following the Allied evacuation of Gallipoli, the 25th Battalion returned to Egypt in December 1915, where 

Towner rejoined its ranks on 10th January 1916. He was promoted to sergeant on 1st February, before departing 
with the battalion at Alexandra the following month to join the British Expeditionary Force on the Western Front. 
Disembarking at Marseilles, the unit was the þrst Australian battalion to arrive in France. 

In July 1916, the 25th Battalion took part in its þrst major Western Front action at the Battle of Pozieres, part of 
the Somme offensive. The battalion suffered 785 casualties between 25th July and 7th August.

Promoted to Lieutenant on 24th February 1917, TownerӚs service with his transport section earned him praise 
for his devotion to duty and consistant good work, and on 9th April he was Mentioned in the Despatches of Field 
Marshall Sir Douglas Haig.

Military Cross
On the night of 10/11th June 1918, Turner was in command of a machine gun section during an attack to the 

south of Morlancourt. One of the þrst to reach the objective, he deployed his section and got its guns into action 
very quickly. By using captured German machine guns he was able to increase his sectionӚs þre and provide 
support to the company on his right as it advanced, seized, and consolidated its position. During the morning of 
11th June, one of the posts held by the Australian Infantry was blown in by German Artillery, braving machine 
gun and sniper þre, Towner went out in daylight to help reorganize the post. Cited for his cheerful and untiring 
attitude and for setting a conspicuous example, Towner was awarded the Military Cross for his actions. 
The announcement of the award and accompanying citation was published in a supplement to the London Gazette 
on 24th September 1918.

Victoria Cross
On 1st September 1918, Towner was in command of No.3 Section of the 7th Machine Gun Company during 

an attack on Mont St Quentin, near Peronne. Armed with four Vickers machine guns, the section was attached to 
the right ÿank of the 24th Australian Infantry Battalion, whose principal objective was to seize the summit of Mont 
St Quentin. To accomplish this, the battalion would have to advance through the village of Feuillaucourt before 
moving down to the Peronne road. The Australians began their advance at 06.00 behind an artillery screen, with 
TownerӚs section covering a front of 1,400 metres. Visability was poor and limited by rain, and Australian casualties 
soon began to mount. Locating a German machine gun that was causing heavy losses among the advancing 
troops, Towner rushed the position and single-handedly killed the crew with his revolver. Having captured the gun , 
he then turned it on the Germans. 

Once Feuillaucourt had fallen, the 24th Battalion continued to the Peronne road. However, the Germans had 
occupied a copse of trees and put up a strong resistance, halting the advance. German troops were observed 
massing for a counter attack, so Turner moved forward several of his men, two Vickers guns, and the captured 
German gun, and brought the assembling Germans under under concentrated þre, inÿicting many casualties. 
Attempting to retire, a party of 25 German soldiers were cut off by TownerӚs guns and taken prisoner. Under heavy 
incoming þre, Towner then scouted over open terrain to locate advantageous positions from which his guns could 
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offer further support. When he moved his section forward, the machine gunners were able to engage more groups 
of German soldiers, their aggressive action enabled the advance to be renewed, and the Battalion attained the 
cover of a sunken section of the Peronne road. However on rejoining them Towner found that his section was 
growing short of ammunition, so he made his way back across the þre swept ground and located a German 
machine gun, which he brought forward along with several boxes of ammunition. This he brought into action in full 
view of the enemy, his effective þre forced the Germans to retire further, and allowed one of the stalled Australian 
ÿanks to push ahead. 

Throughout the night, Towner frequented the front lines and continued to þght and inspire his men. He provided 
supporting þre for the 21st Australian Infantry Battalion as they assaulted a heavily fortiþed crater on Mont St. 
QuentinӚs summit, and repeatedly reconnoitered the German position to reported on troop movements. The next 
morning his section assisted in repulsing a large German counterattack before Towner was þnally evacuated with 
exhaustion- thirty hours after being wounded. Initially admitted to the the 41st Casualty Clearing Station, he was 
transported by train to the 2nd Red Cross Hospital at Rouen. 

For his actions during the battle, Towner was awarded the Victoria Cross-the third of six Australians to 
receive the medal during the þghting around Mont St, Quentin and Peronne. 

The full citation for TownerӚs Victoria Cross appeared in a supplement to the London Gazette on 14th 
December 1918 reading: 

War Ofþcer, 14th December, 1918
His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the Victoria Cross to the 

undermentioned Ofþcers, Warrant Ofþcer, Non-commissioned Ofþcers and Men:-
Lt. Edgar Thomas Towner, MC, 2nd Bn, Aus. M.G. Corps.

Later War Service
Following his recuperation, Towner was granted three weeks leave to England from 14th September 1918. 

He rejoined his unit on 12th October and, for six days, was attached to the School of Instruction. Following 
thirteen days leave in France during late November, he returned again to the 2nd Machine Gun Battalion on 12th 
December.

On 10th April 1919, Towner attended an investiture ceremony in the ballroom of Buckingham Palace, during 
which he was decorated with his Victoria Cross and Military Cross by King George V. Three weeks later he 
boarded HT Karagola, bound for Australia. Disembarking at Sydney on 14th June 1919 he made his way to 
Brisbane, and was discharged from the Australian Imperial Force on 16th August 1919.

Later Life
Towner resettled on his property, but was forced to sell Valparaiso in 1922 after he was unable to raise 

sufþcient funds to purchase livestock. He spent the next three years working as a jackaroo, until he entered into 
a partnership on Kaloola station, a property located near Longreach, in 1925. Towner eventually bought out his 
partner and assumed another partnership with the Russleigh Pastoral Company, Isisford. He was later appointed a 
director of the company.

With the Second World War looming, Towner enlisted in the Citizens Military Force on 8th August 1939 and 
was appointed a captain to the 26th Battalion. After a period as a company commander he was promoted to 
tempory major and second in command of the battalion, under fellow Victoria Cross recipient Lieutenant Colonel 
Harry Murray. However, Towner retired from the army due to ill health on 21st February 1942, and returned to his 
property at Kaloola. 

Akken geographer, Towner would often disappear into the bush for weeks on end, for study or exploration. 
As a fellow of the Royal Geographical Society of Australia and member of the Royal Historical Society of New 
South Wales, he took a particular interest in researching the life of the explorer Sir Thomas Mitchell. In 1946, 
he successfully lobbied the Australian Government to issue a postage stamp commemorating the centenary 
of MitchellӚs discoveries in central Queensland, He addressed the Royal Geographical Society of Australasia 
in Brisbane in 1955, and was awarded the Dr Thomson Foundation Gold Medal for his geographical work the 
following year. TownerӚs address was published in 1957, in a booklet entitled Lake Eyre and its Tributaries.

Towner never married, and on 18th August 1972 died at Longreach Base Hospital at the age of 82. His funeral 
took place three days later, with a large number of Longreach citizens lining the streets to see his cofþn pass by 
atop a gun carriage. Following a service at St AndrewӚs Church, He was buried with full military honours at the 
Longreach Town Cemetery. By the time of his death, Towner had amassed an 80,000 acre farm containing 25,000 
sheep. He remains the highest-decorated serviceman from Queensland. On 24th April 2009, a statue of Towner 
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crafted by Melbourne sculptor William Eicholtz was unveiled in his birth town of Blackall. Inspired by a essay 
written by a local schoolboy, the community raised $80,000 to commission a monument in Towners memory.

Cousin

Local Tansey farmer Mr Bill Silburn a cousin of Edgar 
Thomas Towner, VC, MC, proudly wore a copy of TownerӚs 
medals at the local Goomeri & Murgon Anzac Day 
commemorative services. 

The medal copies have been given to the Murgon RSL 
for display in the Murgon Services Club.

It is rumored the original medals are for sale and it is hoped they can be purchased by the Australian War 
Memorial Museum and remain in Australia.
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